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 MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

 

 

Ramona Convent, a welcoming and inclusive Catholic  

college-preparatory high school sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names  

of Jesus and Mary, graduates young women characterized by  

academic excellence and spiritual depth, open to the wisdom of  

other cultures and prepared to lead and serve  

in an evolving interdependent world. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
 

SNJM  
CORE VALUES 

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

RAMONA is published twice a year by 
Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

Alhambra, California 91803 
(626) 282-4151 

(626) 281-0797 (fax) 

www.ramonaconvent.org 

 
In an effort to reduce printing and mailing 
costs, we have eliminated multiple copies of 

RAMONA mailed to each household. Please 

contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 

ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra 

copy or if you would prefer to receive your 

copy electronically.  

 
Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 
most accurate and up-to-date information in all 

of our publications. However, unintentional 

errors may appear. As a result, we ask you to 
contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 

ext. 135 in  the event that there are any factual 

errors. We will correct these errors in the next 
publication. We appreciate the interests and 

concerns of our readers and welcome any  
assistance toward achieving our goals. 
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EACH YEAR WE, as a school community, focus on two of the eight CORE values that   

animate the SNJM charism.  One has only to step onto Ramona’s campus, visit classes, or 

participate in activities to realize that the charism is not just words on a piece of paper  

but a dynamic reality brought to life each and every day through the curricular and         

co-curricular programs offered to the students. 

 

We are both inspired and challenged by these values which correspond perfectly to the 

United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and our own curricular plan which calls for 

implementing programs to help students develop the knowledge and skills they need to 

become engaged global citizens.  Education shall be directed to the full development of the 

human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental 

freedoms.  (Article 26) 
 

The Full Development of the Human Person: Cultivating and respecting the talents,    

abilities, and potential of each person; contributing to the development of all aspects 

of a person’s life. 
 

Dedication to Women and Children: Seeing, understanding and responding to the 

needs of women and children. 
 

With 97 course offerings including 20 STEM classes and 23 visual and performing arts  

courses, as well as 14 competitive sports teams and more than 30 clubs, Ramona is most 

assuredly allowing for each student to develop her own interests and abilities. Our  

monthly Ramona Goes to Work speakers give students the opportunity to hear from    

alums how the gifts they developed here at Ramona have become their careers.  In      

previous issues we have focused on our STEM  programs and our graduates who have 

pursued careers in  science, engineering and medicine.  We are delighted in this issue to 

highlight some of those who have found their place in the world of art. 

 

Ramona students’ responses to the needs regarding women and children are clearly seen 

through the various assembly presentations and service projects.  Through the Peace and   

Justice Society, the students have learned about trafficking of women and children for 

slave labor or sex, participated in the anti-trafficking walk, and spoken to the Alhambra 

Rotary Club and other civic groups about the evils of trafficking, pointing out its existence 

in our own neighborhoods.  Additionally, they tutor younger children, serve as mentors 

for middle school robotics leagues, coach athletic teams for younger students, and collect 

boxes of toys at Christmas, as well as supplies for personal hygiene kits.  Theirs are very 

much the words of Archbishop Desmond Tutu:  I have a dream that all of my children will 

discover that they belong in one family, the human family, a family in which there are no 

outsiders. 

 

Please take the time to learn more about the wonderful things happening here each day 

by visiting our new website: www.ramonaconvent.org.  While this is a virtual tour, please 

know that you are always welcome to drop by for a visit…no appointment is necessary.  

We are always happy to share this special place with our alumnae and friends. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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SUMMER READING ISN’T just for students.  

 

This summer a group of Ramona teachers enjoyed reading and learning 

from  Daniel J. Siegel’s Brainstorm: The Power and Purpose of the Teenage 

Brain. 

 

In this bestseller, Siegel, a clinical professor of psychiatry at UCLA, shows 

how recent scientific insights upend traditional views of adolescent       

development.  He points out that labeling adolescence as a dangerous, 

stormy interlude between childhood and adulthood ignores recent brain 

research.  

 

Instead, contemporary neurological science recognizes adolescent behaviors that spur 

positive emotional growth, when guided through meaningful experiences by wise,      

compassionate parents and teachers.  Teens need emotional spark, social engagement, 

novelty, and creative explorations to develop into healthy, purposeful adults. 

 

In this issue of Ramona Magazine, we highlight some of the programs and teachers who 

foster in our students the collaborative creativity that neuroscience research encourages.  

When our engineering students design an earthquake-safe building for a village in India, 

when our student artists collaborate on a class mural, when our programmers design and 

3D print a machine part in the Maker Den, they are having fun, exploring creatively,      

developing innovative solutions - and growing into healthy, mature adults.   

 

In this issue, we also introduce you to some of our amazing Ramona alumnae who have 

continued to employ their creativity and artistic skills throughout their careers in museum 

work, design, and art.  

 

I am deeply hopeful for the future our Ramona students and alumnae are creating.  I am 

confident that their practice with out-of-the-box thinking is training them to solve      

problems with reflection and compassion.  As they do so, they’re making the world a    

better place and are developing their full potential, for life! 

 

With love, 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 
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After graduating from Ramona, Jo attended 

Pasadena City College, studying art and 

working as a waitress.  Seven years later, 

after a particularly frustrating day at work, 

she gathered her portfolio, drove over to 

Art Center and asked to speak with a   

counselor.  “What do I have to do to be  

accepted?”  

 

Throughout her career, Jo worked as a  

freelance illustrator and created architectur-

al renderings, but one of the projects she is 

most proud of is the work she did for the 

1993 World Blues Festival.  She was hired   

to create concept illustrations for the     

Jo Girard ‘75 
What does someone do with a God-given 

talent for art? The answer is - - almost   

anything.  For Jo Girard, not only is she an 

artist but also a teacher and entrepreneur. 

 

Jo says it was Clayton Parker, her art  

teacher during her senior year at Ramona, 

who opened her eyes to the possibilities 

available to artists who pursued their    

passion.  Recognizing her talent and      

potential, he recommended her to Art  

Center College of Design for their Summer 

High School Program.  

Sindie Dear ‘05 
Sindie Dear ’05 is a Dimensional Designer 

for Walt Disney Imagineering, where she 

helps to create one-of-a-kind immersive 

experiences for Disney Park guests to enjoy 

worldwide.  

  

While at Ramona, Sindie spent much of her 

time in the Science Wing focusing on her 

Biology and Environmental Science classes, 

even filling her schedule with every elective 

science course offered.  By her senior year, 

Sindie became the President of the Science 

Club, working with her mentor Ms. Flagan. 

She also used her extracurricular time to 

express her creative side by  participating 

in theatre with Ms. Clavin, acting and    

creating the sets for school plays at both 

Ramona and Don Bosco Tech and singing 

as a member of the Chamber Choir.  One 

of Sindie’s specialties was also designing  

original greeting cards and gifts for friends 

and her Ramona sisters.  

  

Encouraged by teachers like Ms. Flagan 

and Ms. Clavin, Sindie incorporated both 

her passion for science and the arts into 

her course of study in college.  By her third 

year at California State University, Long 

Beach, she discovered possible career   

opportunities within the realm of art and 

design.  She began to focus all her efforts 

towards learning the ins and outs of the 

various schools of design including graphic, 

furniture, lighting, architectural, product 

and environmental design.  In 2013, Sindie 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Design 

and ultimately discovered that themed  

entertainment is where she could combine 

her love of both science and art.  

  

While still in college, Sindie was hired as a 

contractor for Walt Disney Imagineering in 

2011, and shortly after graduation, was 

promoted to official Imagineer, where she 

started designing realistic rock façade   

environments for Disney Parks.  

 

Sindie is also able to extend her love of art 

and design to youth in underserved     

communities through Walt Disney     

Imagineering’s extensive volunteer        

opportunities.  She helps students at Inner 

City Arts discover the value that creativity 

has in problem solving, something that she 

learned during her years at Ramona.  In 

2014, she established a relationship with 

Girl Scout Troop 2153 to design and lead a 

mural installation at Ehler’s Community 

Center in Buena Park.  Today, Sindie and  

the troop are tackling their second mural 

together at the Santa Ana Zoo to be      

completed later this year. 

 



  

 “With the Class of 2007’s ten 

year reunion on the horizon, 

I’m reminded of the  profound 

role Ramona has played, and 

continues to play, in my life’s 

trajectory.   I feel grateful to 

have spent six years in such   

an empowering, enriching   

environment - and even more 

so to have grown alongside a 

cohort of fiercely talented,  

whip-smart, spirited,  

phenomenal women! 

          ~Alexis Kaneshiro ‘07 

costumes.  She found herself fascinated by 

the subject and immersed herself in the 

research.  The organizers of the Festival 

were so pleased with the accuracy and 

quality of the illustrations that they were 

displayed as part of the Festival. 

 

Beginning in the late 1990’s, Jo taught art in 

Arcadia for ten years and in 2009 opened 

her own studio in Pasadena.  While her   

mission is to guide aspiring artists of all 

ages, her primary focus is to teach.  A     

substantial number of her students are  

elementary and middle school age.  With 

schools finding their budgets cut for art 

programs, she has stepped in to fill the 

need.  In addition, the majority of her 

younger students are Chinese.  This is a  

result of the influx of Chinese immigrants 

who want their children to learn to create 

beauty through mastery and dedication to 

the discipline of art. 

 

Jo recently moved her art studio to San 

Gabriel and rebranded it as “Art classes of 

San Gabriel Valley.”  Jo says that working 

with kids keeps her young and also keeps 

her on her toes!  “I like giving back to the 

next generation.  Art makes me happy.  You 

have to do what you love in life.”  

Alexis Kaneshiro ‘07 
Alexis attended USC and graduated in  

2011 with a degree in fine arts.  While she 

had focused primarily on painting and 

drawing at Ramona, she gravitated towards 

production design, animation, then ulti-

mately graphic design in college.  She took 

part-time jobs and internships at Gallery 

Nucleus, Beautiful/Decay Magazine, and 

the USC Roski School of Art and Design as 

a way of  exploring possible career paths, 

and with each experience, she honed new 

skills and reaffirmed her passion for the 

visual arts. 

 

Towards the end of her college career, she 

learned of the Getty Foundation’s Multicul-

tural Undergraduate Internship Program. 

Each summer, the Foundation provides 

funding to Los Angeles-area museums   

and visual-arts organizations that serve as 

internship host sites, with its mission     

being to encourage greater diversity in 

professions related to the  visual-arts    

sector.  Shortly after graduation, Alexis was 

hired as one such intern at the Pasadena 

Museum of California Art (PMCA), a vibrant 

non-collecting museum that presents both   

historical and contemporary art.  She    

dabbled in marketing, development,     

special events, and graphic design for ten 

weeks, and it wasn’t long before her first 

paid internship turned into her first career 

job! 

 

During her nearly-five-year tenure at 

PMCA, she worked alongside a small but 

mighty team to give a platform to under-

recognized California artists - from Sam 

Francis's meditative paintings to Corita 

Kent's joyful silkscreen prints.  To this end, 

she wore many “hats”; she oversaw out-

reach and digital engagement efforts,   

designed all printed materials, shepherded 

the website refresh and rebrand,               

co-supervised her own Getty intern (pretty 

surreal), and pitched in for educational  

programs, among other miscellaneous 

tasks.  A truly multifaceted experience, the 

PMCA granted her opportunities to really 

“dig in” and work across departments. 

 

In mid-August, she joined the design    

department at the Getty Museum where 

she collaborates with designers from other 

disciplines - industrial, spatial, user         

experience - to facilitate accessible and  

meaningful encounters with art.  Alexis 

observes, “I never thought I'd go from 

working at one of  L.A.'s smallest museums 

to literally one of the world's largest, but 

here I am, at the very place that helped 

jump start my museum career!” 

 



 

  

MAGGIE AVERILL CONSIDERS herself a lifelong learner. 

She describes herself as naturally curious and one who 

enjoys a challenge. She observes that as the world   

changes, teachers find their content areas changing with 

it.  It is no surprise then that she has been a teacher for 

thirty-two years. She enjoys the challenges that our      

rapidly changing world brings to her chosen profession. 

 

In 1996, Ms. Averill was hired by former Principal, Sr.   

Margaret Spiller, as both a Theology and Art teacher and 

fell in love with the school and the environment almost 

immediately. The beautiful campus, friendly atmosphere, 

and Ramona’s commitment to excellence in teaching   

appealed to her professional philosophy. She found     

herself in an atmosphere where the teachers set high 

standards for themselves and were treated as profession-

als, an environment that she says helped her grow as a 

teacher.  

 

Ms. Averill is Chair of the Theology Department and 

teaches Studio Art which  includes 2D art and ceramics.  

 

This year she is teaching Introduction to Catholic Beliefs  

to Ramona’s new International Students. The goal is to 

provide a background in Catholic beliefs so international 

students can transition into the regular Theology         

program. She finds the students to be very receptive and 

respectful as they navigate their way through language 

and concept challenges. 

 

She remarks that the presentation of Theology has 

changed over the years.  She has adapted to meet the 

needs and perceptions of the students.  

 

When speaking about her goals as a Theology teacher,   

her desire is to provide her students with a more adult   

understanding of their faith and introduce them to the idea 

that religion can support them in both good and bad times. 

 

Now beginning her fifth year teaching ceramics at Ramona, 

Ms. Averill shares she had never previously fired a gas kiln. 

She found learning how intimidating but exciting.            

Afterward, she felt as though she had “conquered the  

dragon.” In addition to the gas kiln, Ramona has now     

acquired an  electric kiln.   

 

As an Art teacher, her goals are to help connect her        

students with the awe and wonder of the visual world and 

to get them to just CREATE.  “I love when I see the spark  

of connection…when things just fall into place and make 

sense.” 

 

 

 

Ashley Rice ‘16 and Ms. Averill at ceramics wheel 

“The best part of teaching is joining in 

the process of creation and discovery. 

In both Art and Theology each small 

task leads us to consider questions of 

beauty and meaning.” 
                                                 ~ Ms. Averill 



  

just another tool, albeit a very powerful tool, and teachers 

can and should utilize it to assist students in the process 

of learning in the 21st century. It is my stance that      

technology needs to be infused into education in the 

same way it has been in our students’ lives - seamlessly, 

so it is indistinguishable from all that they do.” 

 

Mr. Kays has presented digital citizenship workshops to 

parents and teachers at numerous schools throughout the 

San Gabriel Valley and will lead our digital  citizenship 

program ensuring that students know how to navigate 

the digital world appropriately. 

 

Mr. Kays also teaches Physics, Honors Physics, and     

Computer Programming. A strong advocate for women’s 

equity in science education, Mr. Kays is an advisory   

board member of WomenSPEAK, a national health and 

leadership program for girls.   

 

He holds a B.A. in Physiology from San Diego State      

University and an M.S. in Education from Mount St. Mary's 

College.  His Master's thesis,  "Structured Lab Based     

Inquiry: The Effect on Girls' Interest and Motivation in 

Physics" was influenced by his commitment to  promoting 

gender equity in science.  

 

In addition to teaching, Mr. Kays is an experienced      

basketball coach for both high school and college teams. 

He and his wife have a seven year old daughter who is the 

“light of their lives.” 

Welcome Back, Mr. Kays! 

RAMONA WELCOMES Mr. Brian Kays, our new Director 

of Innovation and Technology Integration. Mr. Kays also 

runs our “Maker Den,” one of the first  makerspaces at an 

all-girls’ school in Southern California. Mr. Kays, who 

taught science at Ramona from 2004-2007, says, “I am 

excited at the opportunity to build something unique for 

the enhancement of the Ramona community!” 

 

In the Maker Den, students practice design thinking,   

tinkering and exploring, collaborating, and creating. In 

addition to the 3D printer and Arduinos, the space now 

includes three tool wall stations for builds, flexible seating, 

and moveable desks for the ever-changing needs of a 

creative, collaborative space, and four new computers to 

aid in 3D printing and programing. 

 

Looking ahead, Mr. Kays plans to create an even richer 

environment for students’ creative explorations. Grants 

have been written for two additional 3D printers, a 3D 

digitizer for the copying of 3D objects, and a CNC milling 

machine. He also plans to add a brainstorming wall, along 

with a fabric station and a paper crafting station.  

 

Mr. Kays will represent Ramona at the first International 

Symposium on Academic Makerspaces (ISAM) at the  

Massachusetts Institute of Technology in November.  

 

As Director of Innovation, Mr. Kays ensures that teachers 

and students have access to and training in relevant tech-

nology to improve learning. He points out, “Technology is 



  

Ramona Partners with the National Science Foundation 

 and the University of Texas at Austin  

HOW DOES AN ENGINEER think, design and solve problems? 

Ramona students taking Ms. Flagan’s Engineer Your World 

course will find out by solving open-ended problems such as 

designing and building a pinhole camera for handicapped    

people, an earthquake-safe building for India, and a drone that 

can capture images from earth.  

 

Through a partnership with the National Science Foundation, the 

University of Texas, Austin, Cockrell School of Engineering, and 

the College of Education at the University of Texas, Ramona  

students are completing a comprehensive year-long engineering 

curriculum.  

 

In this innovative class, students are challenged to develop the 

design skills and habits of mind central to understanding what 

makes engineering different from other scientific and technical 

fields. They learn how to translate a problem or need into design 

specifications, and then to conceive and sort through alternate 

approaches to solving a problem or meeting that need. 

  

According to Ms. Flagan, “I am excited to train the next         

generation of engineers and to prepare them for a future where 

anything is possible. This new course gives Ramona  girls the 

skills they need to succeed in a male-dominated field and show 

them that they can change the world around them for the    

better. Open-ended real world problems challenge their       

creativity and stimulate their ingenuity since there is no single 

right answer.” One important tool is learning to reverse engineer successful 

systems, products, or programs -- to understand how others 

have met such needs.  They learn that engineering is much more 

than trial and error - that data are important in making systems   

perform as intended, and that sometimes they have to develop 

their own data.  A flashlight, a camera and a drone for aerial 

imaging are only a few of the products students will design    

and build. 

 

Students who submit a portfolio according to course require-

ments may apply for dual enrollment at one of four campuses  

of the University of Texas, enroll in a college-level engineering 

class, and earn college credit for their work. 

Kyrene Beltran ‘17 and Madeline Karam ‘18 use the Earthquake Simulator 

Bryanna Lopez ‘20 and Kamila Campos ‘20 work with the Stress Tester  

 “Open-ended real world problems 

challenge their creativity and       

stimulate their ingenuity since there 

is no single right answer.” 
                  ~ Mrs. Flagan 



 

 

 

  

 

DEMONSTRATING THEIR TYPICAL initiative and leadership, Ramona       

students were busy during the summer exploring their passions with          

internships and volunteer work. 

Karla Gochi ‘18 helped with research in a Biochemistry lab at the W.M.Keck  

Science Center at the Claremont Colleges. Under the guidance of Dr. Aaron  

Leconte, she worked on a project involving proteins Taq DNA Polymerase   

and Luciferase and their use in biotechnology as diagnostics and therapeutics. 

She says, “This experience will help me obtain a broad skill set for biochemical   

analysis and will expose me to college level work and a career in science.” 

A number of Ramona students delved into medical science through intern-

ships at local hospitals.  Paulina Sandoval ’18 volunteered at Children’s       

Hospital LA, where she enjoyed “bringing a smile to the patients, and taking 

their minds off their illnesses.”  Sophie Reyes ‘18 also interned at CHLA where 

she shadowed doctors to learn more about the medical field and how the 

hospital operates. Andrea Magallon ‘18 dedicated many hours to patients in  

the Emergency Room and the Pediatrics Department of Beverly Hospital. She 

transported patients to different parts of the hospital, took their vital signs, 

and assisted the nurses.  

Natalya Alcerro ’18 signed on for a second season at Rancho Los Amigos in 

the Physical Therapy Department where she trained new volunteers and 

worked on a community garden for the patients. She also participated in a 

youth program at the St. Francis Medical Center where she shadowed        

surgeons in the trauma center and did community outreach.  

Working with the children at Camp Ramona is a summer tradition for many 

Ramona students, some of whom “grew up” at the camp. Kyrene Beltran ‘17 

enjoyed staying active and playing games with the kids. Remembering the fun  

of attending the camp when she was younger, she says, “It’s awesome to be   

a counselor.”  

Other Ramona students and alums who led children in swimming, biking, 

games, crafts and other summer traditions at  Camp Ramona included 

Jazmine Alvarez ’11, Kaylan Amezcua ’16, Carolina Barbosa ‘17, Alexis         

Beltran ’13, Emma Frias ’17, Alyssa Herrera ’16, Briana Salatino ’14, Daniela 

Salatino ’18,  Nicole Vargas ’17,  Nyah Austin ’19, Andrea Alveno ’19, Megan 

Valadez ’19,  Ariel Velasquez ’19, Hailey Barrientos ’19, and Julianna             

Alvarez ’19.  

Recent graduate Cecilia Nunez ’16 also worked with children this summer as a 

paid assistant in an ESL class before heading off to Harvard. She helped the 

children with their writing assignments, practiced speaking and reading,       

exercises with them, and assisted the teachers with the daily life of the     

classroom.  She “really enjoys working with the children and seeing them    

improving.” 

Lily Perales ’16 wins the award for the most distance traveled for a summer  

volunteer position.  She spent several weeks living with host families in Ashiya, 

Japan, as a Montebello Student Ambassador for the Montebello-Ashiya Sister 

City Association. Lily will attend the University of San Francisco in the fall. 

Ramona Students  

Explore Their Passions with 

Summer Internships and  

Volunteer Work 

Karla Gochi ‘18 

Camp Ramona counselors - Summer 2016 

Sister City participants with Lily Perales ‘16 



WHEN A MYSTERIOUS blue tape illustration began to 

appear on the side of the Dufresne Classroom building 

last spring, students and teachers alike were puzzled.   

Yet, when the temporary piece, Moon and Stars, a project 

conceived and executed by Carina Farfan ’16, one of Ms. 

Averill’s Advanced Art and AP Studio Art students, was 

completed, the Ramona  community delighted in a      

vibrant illustrated metaphor of the Class of 2016, with   

the sun representing the seniors during their time at    

Ramona and the moon revealing their feelings about  

their future journeys. The beauty and  magnificence of  

the sun and moon, according to the artists’ statement, 

symbolizes the balance and harmony that lies ahead for 

the graduates. 

 

Nurturing an intimate connection between a student’s 

creative spirit and its expression in the arts is a vital     

element of an SNJM education.  Ramona has always     

understood that artistic creation encourages reflection   

as well as innovative thinking.   

 

In addition to building their skills and talents in a robust 

music and theatre curriculum, Ramona students delve into 

  

visual arts classes, including drawing and painting, digital 

design, ceramics and AP Studio Art.  In sunny, well-

equipped studios, students build their creative capacity by 

making art that solves complex abstract and conceptual 

problems. 

 

One highlight of the year for advanced art students is the 

public exhibit of a final collaborative project.  With their 

classmates, they create and present to the Ramona     

community a work of art that evokes a theme of interest 

to their peers.  Their creation is then temporarily installed 

in a public area of campus.   

 

As they solve artistic problems and collaborate on ideas 

and construction, students connect all the skills they have 

acquired from previous art classes.  An important goal of 

the project is to gain greater understanding of the profes-

sional art process, so they must develop a proposal for 

approval by the administration.  Finally, when the project 

is completed, students publish an artist’s statement or 

give docent tours of their work.   

 

According to art teacher Ms. Maggie Averill, “A short    

Temporary Art Installations  

Spark Curiosity 

Moon and Stars by Carina Farfan ‘16 



  

LA Catholic Prayer Breakfast 
 

Campus Ministry, ASB student leaders, Ms. Mansell, and Mrs. Alvarez attended the Los Angeles Catholic Prayer breakfast 

in September at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels.  
 

The Los Angeles Catholic Prayer Breakfast brings people 

from throughout the archdiocese together in community to 

pray and celebrate our Catholic faith.  After a beautiful     

liturgy celebrated by Archbishop Jose H. Gomez and        

numerous Cardinals, Bishops, and priests, the guests        

enjoyed a delicious breakfast and an interesting talk by      

His Eminence Daniel  Cardinal DiNardo, the metropolitan 

archbishop of Galveston-Houston.  
 

Tori Concepion ’17, Dora Bezonsky ‘17, Maria Esquivel ‘19,  

Kathleen Ngo ‘18, Sophia Reyes ‘18, Blanca Sanchez ‘18,        

Sabrina Solis ‘19, and Josephine Vargas ‘18 represented       

Ramona students at the event.  

tradition of these public works has engendered an       

atmosphere of pride as students strive to create projects 

that others will consider interesting and meaningful.” 

 

Other recent projects: 

Just Keep Swimming by Roxanne Guerrero ‘15, utilizes  

water-activated work on the sidewalk meant to encourage 

others on rainy days. 

 

Rainbow Stump by Jacklyn Tejada ‘16 and Seven Wu ‘16 

includes painted tree stumps challenging viewers to see 

the new beginnings in the ends of things. 

 

“Tangled in Worry” a ceramic and wire sculpture, by Alia 

Coalwell ’16, Vanessa Campos ’17, Sable Gutierrez ’16, 

Joseline Hernandez ’16, Samantha Herrera ’16, Lauren 

Murga ’16, Reanna Salvador ’17 illustrates the many   

pressures young women face, including body image,  

study work load, time management, and family crisis. 

Rainbow Stump by Jackelyn Tejada ‘16 and Seven Wu ‘16 

Jackelyn Tejada ‘16 creating Rainbow Stump 



 

 

BY THE 

 NUMBERS 
 

100% 
GRADUATION RATE 

 

 

100% 
continuing to college 

 

 

38% 
accepted to  

a UC campus 

 

 

59% 
accepted to  

a Catholic college 

 

 

36% 
accepted to a private  

non-Catholic college  

outside California 

 

 

44% 
accepted to a private 

 non-Catholic  

college in California 

 

 

20% 
accepted to public 

 colleges or universities 

 outside California 

 

40% 
Intending to major 

 in science  

or engineering 

 

$7,884,000 
Total 

MERIT 
scholarships  offered 

30% 
Highest Honors 

100% Life Membership in the 
 California Scholarship Federation 

 

17% 
Life Membership in CSF 

 

44% 
National Honor Society Membership 

 

16% 
Life Membership in 

 Philomatheon Honor Society 

 

ADVANCED  

PLACEMENT 
 

2 
National AP Scholars 

 

8 
AP Scholars with Distinction 

 

2 
AP Scholars with Honor 

 

10 
AP Scholars 

2 
SURVIVORS  

(6 years at Ramona) 

4 
LEGACIES  

(moms are alumnae) 

12,825 

 
TOTAL SERVICE HOURS COMPLETED OVER FOUR YEARS 



keeping justice issues and, in particular, the SNJM        

corporate stands in front of us at all times. 
 

Sister Daleen Larkin is in her second year of teaching 

here at Ramona after having served many years in       

elementary education as a teacher and administrator, as 

well as other education-related ministries.  We are       

delighted to have Sister Daleen on our faculty teaching 

Theology to the Seniors and assisting with the campus 

ministry program in planning and carrying out the        

liturgies and prayer services.  With her collaborative style, 

she has served as a mentor to other teachers and been 

instrumental in working with her colleagues to develop a 

Women’s Spirituality unit as part of the senior curriculum 

giving the seniors knowledge and experiences of God     

to carry into their adult lives.  Sister Daleen was the     

presenter at our Alumnae and Friends Retreat. 
 

Though not present on a daily basis, two Sisters of the 

Holy Names also serve on the Board of Trustees: Sister 

Cheryl Milner and Sister Miriam Malone ’63 and are on 

campus for meetings and special events.  Sisters who live 

in Southern California join the Ramona community for 

various events, assemblies, and liturgies and have been 

guest speakers in classes from time to time.  Though   

Sisters on staff are fewer in number, our mission is alive 

and well at Ramona! 

 

 

SNJM faculty and staff exemplify the Holy Names Mission 

ARE THE SISTERS STILL AT RAMONA?  The answer is 

definitely yes! In addition to Sister Kathleen Callaway, 

President, there are two Sisters of the Holy Names       

currently teaching at Ramona.  
 

Sister Anna Keim teaches Theology and Spanish and 

works in the Campus Ministry program principally coordi-

nating service projects.  With her guidance, students have 

initiated a recycling program here on campus, worked to 

ban plastic water bottles on campus (both out of concern 

for the  environment and the privatization of  water),  

participated in the anti-trafficking walk and other  

trafficking awareness programs, and gone to beach 

cleanups.  As part of the freshman orientation for both        

students and parents, Sister Anna and student representa-

tives have spoken about issues related to water and    

provided each freshman with a reusable aluminum water 

bottle.  Each day Sister Anna fills a large cooler with cold 

filtered water, which encourages students to refill their  

water bottles.  For the last two years several students have 

had a small taste of what it is like to be homeless during 

the Homeless Solidarity Retreat by sleeping overnight on 

the campus outside in a cardboard box – without cell 

phones, iPads, and other luxuries.  They have also had 

virtual and real life experiences to help them understand 

the plight of immigrants.  We are grateful to her for  

Sister Anna Keim, Sister Daleen Larkin, and Sister Kathleen Callaway  



  

Introducing...The Ramona Fund 

RAMONA. FOR LIFE. 
 

THESE FEW WORDS are the essence of what makes Ramona special. Regardless of when you attended, the 

classes you took, or the activities you pursued, your student years were really just the beginning of your 

 Ramona experience. Ramona is something you carry with you throughout your life.  

 

The lifelong Ramona experience is unique to each alumna and member of the Ramona family. This uniqueness 

is why Ramona recently decided to change how donors can make an annual gift, and change the name of our 

annual giving effort to, quite simply, The Ramona Fund.  It's a change intended to bring a more dynamic and 

clearer approach to raising vital annual support -- gifts that make an immediate difference now and contribute 

to the exceptional educational experience Ramona students enjoy today. 

 

We know our donors give because they feel a deep connection to the school. They live the values learned at 

Ramona every day, and they want to support current and future students just as they were supported by gifts 

from alumn, parents, and friends when they were students. The Ramona Fund intends to make that          

connection stronger. Our new approach is designed to be more personal by giving donors the opportunity    

to identify with our curricular and co-curricular programs and priorities.  

 

Through The Ramona Fund, donors will be able give to an area that inspires them while helping us enhance 

those elements that make Ramona special:  

 

UNRESTRICTED – funds Ramona’s greatest needs during the school year. 

SCHOLARSHIPS – funds Ramona’s tuition assistance program 

ACADEMICS – curriculum enhancements, technology upgrades and professional development  

ARTS – Visual and Performing arts 

ATHLETICS – Athletic Department 

STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering and Math, Makerspace, Robotics 

SPIRITUALITY & SERVICE – Campus Ministry programs and other service activities. 

CAMPUS UPKEEP – maintenance of our facilities and campus grounds. 

 

Whether in the classroom, on the field, in a lab, or on a stage, gifts to The Ramona Fund will support the  

intellectual, spiritual, and personal growth of our students and prepare them to be stewards and leaders.     

 

For more information or questions about The Ramona Fund, please contact Kimberly Hoffman, 

Development Office at khoffman@raonaconvent.org, or at (626) 282-4151, ext. 130.  You can also find more 

information by visiting “The Ramona Fund” under the “Support” section of our website at 

www.ramonaconvent.org. 

Wednesday, January 25, 2016 
 

Breakfast and Networking 7:00 A.M.  Program 8:00 A.M. 
 

featuring 
 

Donzaleigh Abernathy 
 

Daughter of the Reverend Ralph Abernathy, Civil Rights Leader 

Ramona Convent Campus  1701 W. Ramona Road  Alhambra, CA 91803 

mailto:khoffman@raonaconvent.org
http://www.ramonaconvent.org


 

 

Every gift counts. Every gift makes a difference.  
 

YOU HAVE LIKELY read this many times during the past few years when 

asked to consider making a gift to Ramona.  And you have answered the 

call to action spectacularly!  Because of you, Ramona has experienced 

three years of significant growth in gifts and grants that help us provide 

our students with a transformative education for life. 

 

Here are a few ways your support has made a positive impact during the 

past few years: 

 

Scholarships help bring the brightest young women to  Ramona 

and elevate everyone’s academic experience.  Since 2013, 

over one million dollars in gifts for scholarship support have 

helped Ramona meet the tuition assistance needs of the 

many talented and promising students who apply, increase 

our enrollment as we move toward our optimum enrollment 

levels, and continue our commitment to keeping a Ramona 

education accessible and affordable.  

 

Technology upgrades both in and outside the classroom allow 

students and faculty to take the learning experience farther 

than ever.  New laptops in the science labs allow more 

hands-on experimentation, this includes new MACs for the 

Digital Media lab; WI FI access throughout the campus   

allows our faculty and students to use more technology     

to enhance learning in their classes; and our Makerspace 

enables our students to pursue their interests and creativity 

at more advanced levels.   

 

Keeping Ramona beautiful and more drought-tolerant is the 

focus of our multi-year transition of the landscaping on     

our beautiful campus that began with the renovation of    

the main Ramona Road entrance in 2014. Our recent             

renovations of the Holy Family Room last year and the    

student lunch area this summer are complementary pieces 

of our campus upkeep efforts to ensure that everyone who    

comes to Ramona will enjoy our gorgeous and unique             

surroundings for many years to come.   

 

Thank you for making all of this and more possible.  We know you give 

because Ramona holds a special place in your heart, and we hope you 

will continue your support.  Because at Ramona, every gift does count, 

and every gift does make a difference! 

 

 

Your Gifts 

 In Action 

Angela Domingo ’17 in Digital Multimedia Design  

Subashni Rajiv ‘18 

New lunch tables  and umbrellas 



  

 

Join a Legacy 

 of Giving  
 

YOU CAN GUARANTEE the lifelong impact of a Ramona  

education on the lives of future Ramona students by  

including Ramona in your financial and estate planning.  By 

naming Ramona as the beneficiary of a defined bequest in 

your will or living trust, or through planned or deferred gift 

vehicles such as gift annuities, charitable trusts, or life     

insurance policies that can provide tax relief or additional 

income to you, you will make Ramona a part of your legacy 

and join other donors who have included Ramona in their 

charitable gift planning in the Mother Marie-Rose Legacy 

Society.  
  

Named for our Foundress, Blessed Mother Marie-Rose    

Durocher, the Mother Marie-Rose Legacy Society was  

created to honor donors during their lifetimes who have 

made Ramona part of their own legacies by including     

Ramona in their charitable gift planning.  Membership in the 

Mother Marie-Rose Legacy Society does not require dues, 

obligations, or solicitation.  It simply allows Ramona to 

thank you for the plans you have made to support the 

School, and possibly inspire other Ramona alumnae, past 

parents and friends to join you as a Mother Marie-Rose 

Legacy Society member.    
 

As one of the oldest Catholic girls’ school in Southern     

California, Ramona has prepared thousands of young   

women for life through an academically rigorous college 

prep program steeped in the charism of the Sisters of the 

Holy Names.  Much of this rich history was made possible  

by the tremendous generosity of our donors who included 

Ramona in their charitable gift planning.  For these donors, 

it was important to them that Ramona would have the same 

impact on the lives of young women in the future as it had 

on their own lives.    
 

Depending on your interests and the gift amount, legacy 

gifts can support Ramona in myriad ways -- endowing a 

scholarship or building fund, making capital improvements 

to the campus, supporting the school’s greatest need, or 

funding a curricular or co-curricular activity that is particular-

ly meaningful to you or a loved one you wish to honor with 

your gift. 
 

To learn more about how you can support the future of   

Ramona today through legacy giving, please contact       

Kimberly Hoffman at khoffman@ramonaconvent.org or at 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 130.  You can also find general              

information about charitable gift planning by visiting the 

“Legacy Giving“ section of our website under “Support” at 

www.ramonaconvent.org. 

 
Ramona on the Road - Washington Reunion 

 

Join Sister Kathleen Callaway for lunch on Saturday, November 5, 2016 at the home of Lina 

Manzanilla Kramer ’82 in Kirkland, Washington. An invitation has been mailed.  For more 

information, you may contact Sister Kathleen at Callaway@ramonaconvent.org 

mailto:khoffman@ramonaconvent.org
http://www.ramonaconvent.org


  

YOUNG ALUM GIVING 
 

WHILE WE CELEBRATE the exciting news that giving to Ramona has been growing every year, and  

sharing the impact of those gifts on our students, parents, faculty and staff, we also want to celebrate and 

draw attention to another exciting giving trend taking place at Ramona -- the growth of young alumnae    

giving.   
 

This year, the number of gifts from Ramona alumnae who graduated less than ten years ago has tripled!  

Proving that gifts of any size do make a difference, the combined total amount of these young alumnae     

gifts is enough to fund one of our Ramona Legacy Scholarships for an incoming student! 
 

As these newest alumnae donors have demonstrated, you do not have to wait until you have made a lot of 

money or reached a milestone in your career to make a gift to Ramona.  With tuition covering only 80% of the 

actual cost of educating a student, the activities and experiences that were most meaningful to you were   

likely supported by annual gifts to what is now called The Ramona Fund.  You can have a positive impact    

on students right now by making a gift in an amount you can afford.  And by choosing the recurring gift  

payment option in the online giving portal on Ramona’s website, you can make a gift that quickly adds up:   
 

    $5.00 a month becomes a $60.00 annual gift 

    $7.50 a month becomes a $90.00 annual gift 

    $10.00 a month becomes a $120.00 annual gift 
 

In addition to providing important financial support to Ramona, gifts from young alumnae have a  

greater value than just their dollar amounts.  These gifts send a message that you feel invested in  

Ramona’s future, recognize the role philanthropy played in your Ramona education, and intend to be 

an active alumna in the Ramona community.    
 

Even if you graduated only a few years ago, it’s not too soon to think about giving back.  Please take a few 

moments to consider your Ramona experience, and make a gift to The Ramona Fund using the enclosed    

return envelope or online by visiting our website and clicking the “Donate” button under “Support.”   
 

Every gift counts.  Every gift makes a difference. 

Young  alums reconnect with each other at Home for the Holidays 



  

 

OUR YEAR-LONG PROJECT has finally come to fruition! Members of Ramona's faculty and staff along with   

Sister  Margaret Spiller (RIP), Sister Kathleen Callaway, Ms. Mary E. Mansell, and our Director of Technology, 

John Phan, worked hard to determine what was the best fit for Ramona. It's eye-catching, informative, and          

completely adaptable to any mobile device. We've added some blue to make our gold and white pop and, 

at the same time, launched our new tag line...FOR LIFE. to express the life-affirming qualities of a Ramona 

education. Visit the home page to see how Ramona fulfills our vision For Life.    
 

SISTERHOOD. FOR LIFE. 

 

  EDUCATED. FOR LIFE. 
 

 RESILIENT. FOR LIFE. 
 

  AUTHENTIC. FOR LIFE.  
 

     INDEPENDENT. FOR LIFE.  
 

LEADERSHIP. FOR LIFE.  
 

  INSPIRED. FOR LIFE.  
 

 SPIRITUAL. FOR LIFE.  
 

RAMONA. FOR LIFE. 
 

The Alumnae Pages can be found by clicking on the COMMUNITY tab. Here you can learn about upcoming 

alumnae events, class reunions, or submit a transcript request. 
 

A new feature is the online Alumnae Update form. Is there something you would like to brag about?      

Academic, professional, marriage, births, retirement…we would like to hear from you! Your news will be   

published on the Alumnae Update page of Ramona Magazine.  



 

 

 

Legacy Luncheon  

Kicks Off  

New School Year 
 

 

Our 8th Annual Legacy Luncheon was held Friday, August 

19. Hosted by the Alumnae Office, mothers and daughters 

enjoyed a delicious lunch, moms shared memories of their 

school days, and the freshmen received a Legacy pin from 

their moms.  This gives the girls their first "official" Ramona 

pin for their blazers.  As a special treat, the graduation panels 

representing each of the mom’s classes were displayed for 

everyone to enjoy. We are happy to welcome the moms back 

to Ramona and are honored to have their daughters enrolled 

to enjoy the Ramona experience! 

  

 

LEGACIES FOR 2016 - 2017 
 

Krystal Chau '17 - Yvonne Moreno Chau '90 

Alexis Chin '19 - Monica Maldonado Chin '78  

Casandra Bonada '20 - Yolanda Correa '92 

Madelyn Williams '19 -  Angelique D'Silva '98  

Emily Echeverri '18 - Elizabeth Ramirez Echeverri '90 

Hailey Barrientos-Gonzalez '19 - Nancy Gonzalez '97  

Mackenzie Lough '20 - Donna Perez Lough '83 

         Amber Mercado '18 - Jennifer Romero Mercado '92  

Alexandra Montoya '19 - Eugenia Solis Montoya '88 

Lydia Perzyna '20 - Renata Kazimierski Perzyna '83 

Victoria Romero '19 - Laura Valenzuela Romero '98  

Halei Santiago '20 - Jereen Bautista Santiago '92 

Megan Valadez '19 - Josephine Aversa Valadez '86 

 

Elizabeth Ramirez Echeverri '90 and Yvonne Moreno Chau '90 

Jereen Bautista Santiago '92 and Halei Santiago '20  

Donna Perez Lough '83 and Mackenzie Lough '20  



 

 

Ramona Goes to Work 

 

ENTERING ITS FIFTH YEAR, Ramona Goes to Work is a  

monthly Alumnae Speaker Series in which Ramona Convent 

graduates share their journeys from high school graduation to 

their current professions. The students gather in the Student  

Life Center to listen to an informal presentation that occurs on 

a Wednesday during lunch. The alumna speaker shares the  

path(s) that led her to her choice of careers and the joys and 

challenges that she is experiencing working in her chosen field. 

 

Although our speakers have represented a wide variety of     

professions, several common themes have become obvious 

month after month. One of them is the importance of intern-

ships.  Almost without exception, our speakers have been able  

to attribute their success to the fact that they gained needed 

experience and recognition through their work as interns.    

Another common theme has been that for most, there is no 

straight line to the end. Post-secondary education can be filled 

with twists and turns as the students pursue their desired      

profession.  

Our speakers have been eager to share with the students the wis-

dom they gained through their own experiences as well as give 

them insight into non-traditional careers. For example, Danielle 

Elizondo ‘96, who has a B.S. in Biological Sciences and an M.S. in 

Agriculture, has pursued a career in Quality Assurance. She shared 

her extensive knowledge of the food industry and food safety 

with our students when she spoke on September 14 at our first 

Ramona Goes to Work of the school year. 

 

Previous speakers include doctors, a nurse, an immigration      

lawyer, a speech therapist, a publicist, a manufacturing operations 

manager, a financial analyst, a political campaign strategist, a 

sergeant with the LAPD, an account service executive for the Los 

Angeles Clippers, a physician assistant, a development director, 

and a CFO.  

 

If you would like to speak at a future Ramona Goes to Work, 

please contact Julie Huntley ‘72, Director of Alumnae Relations at 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

Jennifer Castaneda ‘00 with Ramona Goes to Work attendees who are wearing pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Week 

Jacqueline Ortiz Jurado ‘03 Naomi Alvarez Bjornstad ‘98 Fatima Djelmane Rodriguez ‘97 



PUB Night  
 for alumnae and friends 

 
OUR FALL PUB NIGHT was very successful!  Alumnae from 

Pasadena and surrounding areas enjoyed catching up at Paul 

Martin’s American Grill in Pasadena.  In Whittier, 25+ Ramona 

alumnae from a variety of classes enjoyed getting to know each 

other at The Rusty Monk which is owned by Ramona alumna 

Colleen Koestner ‘07.  We would like to thank Colleen for her 

hospitality (she even wore her burgundy RC blazer for the    

occasion). 
 

Pub Night will be held quarterly and we are looking forward to 

expanding to other areas. This event is held on the same date 

and time at various locations so alumnae everywhere can get 

together over a beverage and a bite to eat.  There is no fee to 

participate, just the cost of your Happy Hour bill. 
 

Any alumnae interested in being a Pub Night Host can 

contact Julie Huntley ‘72 at (626) 282-4151 x135 or  

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org. Just identify a location where 

you’d like to meet with friends on the next scheduled date, and 

we’ll provide you with publicity materials. Help spread the word 

and be present at your chosen location for the event...it’s that 

easy! 

 

The next Pub Night date will be announced  

through email and social media. 

 

excellent opportunity to get to know a young woman we recognize as part of 

our Sisterhood of Ramona graduates...and for her to get to know us! 
 

This is what brings us together...regardless of graduation year.  More than any 

other, somehow our teenage years seem to have an impact that literally lasts a 

lifetime. 

 

SISTERHOOD. FOR LIFE. 

RAMONA. FOR LIFE. 
 

 

 

Paul Martin’s American Grill - Pasadena 

The Rusty Monk - Whittier 

A Note  

from the Editor  
 

IN ADDITION TO CRAFTING a new website this 

year that would convey much of what Ramona is, it 

was also necessary to develop a new tagline. One 

that was uniquely Ramona, expressing Ramona  

today but also representing all Ramona alumnae. 

This was not an easy task. 
 

When our Principal, Ms. Mary E. Mansell, shared    

Ramona. For Life. with me, I was deeply moved.     

I felt that these simple words embraced all of our    

alumnae — past and present.  
 

At the recent Pub Night at The Rusty Monk in  

Whittier, alumnae from the Class of 1962 through 

the Class of 2009 enjoyed getting to know each 

other while sharing similar Ramona stories.   
  

Michelle Salazar ‘06 joined women primarily from 

the 1970’s (along with a member of the Class of 

2000) at the Pasadena Pub Night.  What an         



 

  

ALUMNAE UPDATES 

1953 
Lilia Lopez Reyes ’53 lives in Guadalajara, 

Mexico. Her son, daughter-in-law and 

grandsons visited Ramona in August. 

 

1976 
Catherine Engman Veritas ’76 just pub-

lished her first book of poetry “At My 

Heart a Turquoise Lake.” 

 

1983 
Michele Gorman Ruiz ‘83, President and 

CEO of Ruiz Strategies, was commended 

by the United States Hispanic Chamber  of 

Commerce for her partnership with Madrid

-based Atrevia resulting in an internation-

al, bilingual communications partnership 

that will provide robust  resources and 

services to companies worldwide. Ruiz 

Strategies, a certified woman and minority 

owned company with offices in Los      

Angeles, Houston and Washington, D.C., is 

a strategic communications firm. 

 

1985 
Grace Castillo Johnson ’85 received her 

Ph.D. in Educational Leadership, with a 

specialization in Educational Psychology 

 at USC in May. 

 

1995 
Kim Chanbonpin ’95 was installed as 

president of the Legal Writing Institute. 

She is a professor at the John Marshall Law 

School in Chicago. She is the first person 

of color to hold the office as well as the 

first John Marshall professor to do so. 

 

2005 
Melissa Villasenor ’05 has been hired as 

the first Latina cast member of Saturday 

Night Live. 

 

2007 
Brittany Berg ’07 received her M.A. in 

Supply Chain Management from the    

University of San Diego.  

 
Gabriella Moriel ’07 is a doctor working 

at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. She 

received her M.D. from the USC Keck 

School of Medicine. 

 
Veronica Pedroza ’07 received her M.A. in 

Special Education. She had been working 

as a Special Ed teacher with LAUSD. She is 

pursuing a doctorate in Special Education 

offered jointly by CSULA and UCLA. 

 

2009 
Stephanie Pham ’09 earned her M.S. in 

Mechanical Engineering from UC Riverside. 

 

2010 
Jamie Garcia ’10 received her M.A. in  

Urban Education from Loyola Marymount 

University. 

 

Kristi Samayoa ’10 received her B.S. in 

Nursing from Mount St. Mary’s in 2015. 

She is a Registered Nurse in the Greater 

Los Angeles Area. 

 

2011 
Jazmine Alvarez ’11 received her B.S. in 

Nursing from Mount St. Mary’s. She is in-

terning at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. 

 
Michelle Barboza ’11 graduated from Cal 

State Fullerton with a B.S. in Geology/Earth 

Science and Geography. 

 
Manika Beltran ’11 received her B.S. in 

Kinesiology with an emphasis on Health 

Promotion from Cal Poly Pomona.  

 

Tik-Chee (Jenny) Cheng ’11 is currently 

attending the University of Wisconsin-

Madison for her graduate study in the 

Ph.D. program in Biomedical Engineering. 

 
Jessica Correll ’11 received her B.A. in 

Psychology from Cal State Northridge. 

 
Karina Garcia ’11 received her B.A. in  

Sociology with a minor in Education from 

Occidental College. 

 
Paige Navarro ’11 graduated Cum Laude 

with a B.S. in Nursing from Mount St. 

Mary’s. 

 

Jessica Ramos ‘11, Jazmine Alvarez ‘11, Paige 

Navarro, ‘11, and Brittini Valenzuela ‘12 on   

May 9, 2016  when they received their B.S. in      

Nursing from Mount St. Mary’s University. 

Jezabel Chavez ‘12  - B.S. in Business  

Administration from the University of La Verne 



  

Erin Sakakibara ’11 received her B.A. in 

Sociology from UCLA in 2015. She is    

currently an analyst at Legendary         

Entertainment. 

 

Jessica Ramos ’11 graduated Cum Laude 

with a B.S. in Nursing from Mount St. 

Mary’s. 

 

2012 
Grace Amoo ‘12 earned her B.S. in Health 

Promotion from USC. She is currently   

enrolled in their Doctorate of Physical 

Therapy program. 

 

Alexis Arencibia ’12 graduated from  

Loyola Marymount University with a B.S. in 

Electrical and Computer Engineering. She 

is currently working for Disney. 

 

Kristina Bugante ’12 received her B.A. in 

Journalism from the University of La Verne. 

She is currently a digital news producer at 

NBC Los Angeles. 

 

Melissa Cendejas ’12 graduated with 

Honors from Williams College with a B.S. 

in Chemistry and a B.A. in English.  While 

at Williams, she was a four-year starter for 

the Williams Softball team and earned a 

2nd Team All Conference honor in her 

senior season while helping her team win a 

conference championship. She is currently 

in the Chemistry Ph.D. program at          

UW-Madison focusing on the synthesis 

and development of materials with      

applications in solar energy collection and  

storage.  

MARRIAGES 
 

Diane Scaduto ‘00 to Raul David Reyes 

Danielle Ares ‘07 to Nathan Duran 

Carolynn Ramirez ‘07 to  Thomas Vanderslice III 
 

BIRTHS 
Ariela Shin-An, daughter of Dr. Tommy and Monica De Las Cuevas Lin ‘97 

Miles Thomas, son of Cody and Suvi Flagan Geary ’00  

Wesley Alexander, son of Antonio and Contessa Gutierrez Ruiz ‘00 

Colton Jett, son of Seth and Bridget Morris Vorland ‘01 

Jezabel Chavez ’12 graduated with    

Honors from the University of La Verne in 

May with a B.S. in Business Administration. 

She is now at Southwestern Law School 

having received an $85,000 Wildman 

Schumacher Scholarship, which is given to 

students who demonstrate a potential for 

success in law school. 

 

Lauren Dowd ’12 received her B.A. in 

English from Oregon State University. 

 

Lauren Fierro ’12 graduated Cum Laude 

from the University of the Pacific and also 

earned her teaching credential. She is  

currently teaching second grade at a   

charter school in the Bay Area. 

 

Micah Francisco ‘12 received her B.A. in 

Psychology from UCLA. 

 

Christina Gonzales ’12 received her B.A  

in Environmental Science from Whittier 

College. 

 

Marisa Guerin ’12 received her B.S. in 

Chemistry and B.A. in Film and Media 

Studies from the University of Rochester.  
 

Judy Ngo ‘12 received her B.A. in Liberal 

Studies from Santa Clara University. 

 

Sofia Pedroza ’12 graduated Suma Cum 

Laude with a B.A. in Sociology from Cal 

Poly Pomona. She is currently attending 

UC Irvine as part of a dual degree program 

in Sociology and Law. 

 

 

 

 

Melissa Cendejas ‘12 - B.S. in  Chemistry and 

B.A. in English from Williams College 

Natalia Ramos ’12 received her B.A. in 

Musical Education from Cal State 

Northridge.  

 

Clarissa Rosalez ’12 received her B.S. in 

Hospitality Management from Cal Poly 

Pomona. 

 

Brittini Valenzuela ’12 received her B.S.  

in Nursing from Mount St. Mary’s. 

 

Monica Villanueva ’12 received her B.A. in 

Sociology from UCLA. 

 

Teresa Yip ’12 graduated with a B.S. in  

Biochemistry and Cell Biology with a minor 

in Psychology from the University of  

California San Diego. 



 

 

 

 

MARJORIE SMITH came to California right after graduating from Michigan State 

University and took a Physical Education teaching position at Ramona. From here, 

she taught P.E. at Citrus College in Glendora until she retired. Margie was a generous 

supporter of education and athletics, particularly women’s athletics. Sports played a 

major role in her life, both as active participant and observer. She was loved for her 

extraordinary spirit,  generous nature, and unwavering sense of adventure. 

 

Editor’s note: Over the years, Margie stayed in touch with many of her former Ramona students. 

She was very supportive of Ramona and attended our annual Homecoming Mass and Luncheon 

in 2007 as a guest of the Class of 1957. 

Alumnae and Friends Retreat - September 24, 2016 
 

THE THEME OF this year’s retreat was “Finding Sacred Space for Ourselves.” Presented by Sister Daleen Larkin, SNJM,    

senior theology teacher and member of Ramona’s Campus Ministry, our guests were provided with ideas and  

resources to enable them to find special time for themselves in their busy daily lives. The best way to describe the 

effectiveness of the day is to share comments from our attendees. 
 

“The retreat was so inspirational. Thank you so much!” 

“I enjoyed the variety of tools given to learn.” 

“Excellent speaker; time for reflection was valuable; amount of time perfect.” 

“Great ladies and warm, friendly atmosphere -- great time for reflection.” 

“Thank you for taking the time to welcome us back home, and remind us of where we came from.” 

 

We will be offering the Alumnae and Friends Retreat again next September. We hope you will join us! 



 

 

Ruth Katherine Rinehart Walch ‘39 

Mary Margaret Jack Smith Fisher ‘44 

Carol Tague Moultrup ‘48 

Janann Hull Fraser ‘49 

Celeste Gourdeau French ‘50 

Julie Grassman Whitney ‘60 

Johanna (JoJo) Pahl Conroy ’68, sister of Frances Pahl Alling ’63 and   

Mary Pahl Retchless ‘66 

Melissa Contreras ‘94 

 

 

Gabe Balogh, husband of Nancy Stark Ellis-Balogh ’51; brother-in-law of 

Sister Mary Ann Stark, SNJM ’48 and Margaret Stark ‘53 

Joseph Bateman, brother of Maureen Bateman ’51, Ann Bateman 

MacFarlane ’55, and Helen Bateman Sherman ‘56 

Bob Beliveau, husband of Elaine Beliveau (former faculty) 

Alexander Bermudez, father of Liz Castro (staff) 

Judy Castaneda, mother of Debbie Castaneda ’90 and Darla Castaneda-

Shelton 90 

David Dillhoefer, brother of Ann Dillhoefer Bussard ‘71 

William Francis Dillhoefer, father of Ann Dillhoefer Bussard ‘71 

Manuel Fajardo, father of Rosalba Fajardo Falcon ‘72 

Hector Gomez, father of Maria Gomez Hidalgo ’78 and Grace Gomez  

Zarus ‘80 

Clifford James Houston, brother-in-law of Betty Lemire Houston ’61 and 

Jeanne Alcorn Houston ‘69 

Sister Guadalupe Maria Johnston, SNJM (former faculty) 

Lilly Leyton-Aviles, mother of  Gilda Aviles ‘74, Rosemarie Aviles  

Fitzgerald ‘75, and Martha Aviles Figueroa ‘79 

Lois Francesconi Lowenstein, mother of Theresa Francesconi Lennox ‘71 

Geraldine Loscialpo, mother of Renata Loscialpo ‘67 

G. Monty Manibog, father of Lisa Manibog Lew-Brennan ’80 and Lana 

Manibog Varela ‘83 

Patricia Mills, mother of Erica Mills Arellano ’99, Elisa Mills ’03, and 

Evelina Mills ‘04 

Diane Yasuko Miyahata, mother of Leslie Miyahata ’79 and Lisa  

Miyahata ‘83 

Esther Shpegel, mother of Linda Shpegel Andrews ’90 and Sandra  

Shpegel ‘92 

Margie Smith (former faculty) 

Rosa Tamparri, grandmother of Gilda Aviles ‘74, Rosemarie Aviles  

Fitzgerald ‘75, and Martha Aviles Figueroa ‘79 

Robert Turner, husband of Carol Seidler Turner ‘54 

Matthew Walker, son of Marlene Borngesser Walker ’55 (RIP) 

 



 

 

Tiger Play Day 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 
 

Fall Play - Our Town 

Friday and Saturday, November 4 & 5, 2016 
 

Washington Reunion 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 
 

Open House 

Saturday, November 19, 2016 
 

Fall Concert 

Friday, December 2, 2016 
 

Young Alums Winter Break Reunion 

Wednesday, January 4, 2017 
 

Leadership Symposium 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017 
 

Application Deadline 

Wednesday, January 25, 2017 
 

Alumnae Weekend 

March 3, 4, & 5, 2017 
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