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MISSION STATEMENT 
  
Ramona's Mission, as a welcoming and inclusive Catholic school sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy 
Names of Jesus and Mary, is to provide an educational program that graduates young women who are 
characterized by academic excellence, spiritual depth, moral strength, and personal grace, open to the 

wisdom of other cultures and traditions, and prepared to lead and serve in an evolving 
 interdependent global community.  
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Curriculum 
 
Required Courses: 
 
9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
Theology Theology Theology Theology 
English English  English English  
Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Government/Economics 
Global Studies Modern World History US History Elective 
Fitness for Life / Health Biology Chemistry Elective 
World Language World Language Elective Elective 
Arts or Science Elective Elective Elective 
 
 
 
Graduation Requirements:  
 
5 units are assigned for each semester course successfully completed, and 10 units are assigned for 
each year long course successfully completed.   
 
Units required for high school graduation: 260 
 

Courses Graduation Requirements 
 
English  

 
45 units; including Speech and Communication  
 

Fitness / Health 10 units 

Social Studies 40 units 

STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) 

30 units in Mathematics 
20 units in Science  
 

Theology 40 units 

Visual and Performing Arts 20 units 
 

World Languages 20 units 
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Curricular Offerings: 
 
 
 
English: 
English 9 or Honors 
English 10 or Honors 
English 11  
English 12  
Speech and Communication 
Language Enrichment 
AP English Language & Comp 
AP English Literature & Comp 
 
 
Social Studies: 
Global Studies 
Modern World History  
US History 
American Government  
Economics 
Introduction to Psychology 
Mass Media 
Current Events 
AP European History 
AP US History  
AP American Government 
AP Psychology  
 
 
Theology: 
Scripture Values 
The Church 
Morality 
Social Justice 
Sacraments  
World Religions 
Spiritual Life 

STEM: 
Biology or Honors 
Chemistry or Honors 
Physics or Honors 
CARS (Concepts, Applications                                
and Research in Science) 
Engineering: Design and 
Application 
Programming and Physical           
Computing 
Forensic Science 
Physical Science 
Robotics (after school)  
Intro to Game Programming 
Web Page Programming 
Web Graphics 
Computer Animation 
Pre-Algebra 
Algebra I or Honors 
Algebra II 
Algebra II/Trig Honors 
Geometry or Honors 
Pre-Calculus or Honors 
Statistics 
Calculus  
AP Calculus AB 
AP Calculus BC 
AP Statistics* 
AP Biology 
AP Chemistry 
AP Environmental Science 
 
 
Physical Education: 
Fitness for Life 
 
 

AP Capstone: 
AP Seminar 
AP Research 
 
 
Visual and Performing Arts: 
Arts Appreciation I, II 
Bell/Chime Ensemble 
Choir I,II,III 
Chamber Singers 
Honors Chamber Singers 
Visual Art I, II, III 
Advanced Art Studies 
Ceramics I, II, III, IV 
Dance 
Drama  
Play Production 
Digital Design 
AP Studio Art 
AP Music Theory 
 
 
World Languages: 
Spanish I – IV 
French I – III 
Mandarin Chinese I, II 
AP Spanish Language & Culture 
AP Spanish Literature & Culture 
AP French Language & Culture 
AP Chinese Language & Culture*           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
*independent study 

 
 
 
 Total Units Required for Graduation:   260 
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General Guidelines for Acceptance into Honors or 
Advanced Placement Classes 

  
  

See individual course descriptions for more specific prerequisites or  
requirements that differ from these general guidelines: 

  
  

� Student application 
  

� “B” in  previous Honors or AP courses,  OR “A” in regular courses,  OR  as specified in the 
course prerequisites 

  
� High overall GPA 

  
� High standardized test scores in appropriate categories 

  
� Attendance at AP/Honors orientation workshop 

  
� Excellent attendance 

  
� Teacher / Department selection or approval 
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
Graduation Requirement: 45 units; including Speech and Communication 

(P) designates UC/CSU approved course; (HP) designates honors UC/CSU approved course; (AP) indicates an Advanced Placement Course 
 
 
NINTH GRADE ENGLISH (P) - 2200  
     Prerequisite:  None 
           Grade:  9 
  
This course combines the study of the various forms of literature and the essentials of grammar with composition practice 
and vocabulary development.  The student will read and analyze poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fiction.   
  
  
 
NINTH GRADE HONORS ENGLISH (P) - 2250  
     Prerequisite:  See course description 
           Grade:  9 
  
This enrichment course is a concentrated study of literature and composition, combining the essentials of both 9th and 
10th grade English and introducing examples of American literature.  This course presupposes a knowledge of basic 
grammar, although there will be a review of grammar included in the course.  The course also presupposes a facility in 
both reading and writing, the maturity for some independent, self-directed study and the enthusiasm for challenge.  The 
student is selected by the English department on the basis of test scores, previous achievement in English, and the 
placement essay written on the day of the entrance exam.  
  
 
 
TENTH GRADE ENGLISH (P) - 2300  
     Prerequisite:  None 
           Grade:  10 
  
This course is a study of British literature from the Middle Ages to the present.  The student will develop her critical 
reading, thinking, and writing skills through the analysis of literature and the practice of composition in various modes.  
Grammar essentials and vocabulary enrichment are included.      
 
 
 
TENTH GRADE ENGLISH HONORS (HP) - 2350  
     Prerequisites: B in Eng. Honors 9 or A in English 9 
                                                                    Grade:  10 
  
This honors course is a concentrated study of British literature through the 18th century.  The student should have a 
facility in grammar, reading and writing, the ability to think critically, plus the maturity for independent, self-directed 
study.  Development of grammar and vocabulary skills is included.   
  
 
 
ELEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH   (P) - 2400  
     Prerequisite:  None 
           Grade:  11 
  
This course is a study of American literature throughout its history and of the diverse voices which have expressed the 
American character.  Poetry, short story, novel, and drama are included plus outside reading from a variety of classic and 
contemporary authors.  The student will develop her skills in critical thinking, reading, and writing through language 
analysis, composition exercises, and formal essays on topics drawn from the literary studies. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION (AP) - 2475                  
     Prerequisites: B in Eng. Honors 10, or A in English 10 
                                                                                                      Grade:  11 
  
This year course engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and 
rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  More immediately, the course 
prepares the students to perform satisfactorily on the A.P. Examination in Language and Composition given in the spring. 
Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience 
expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness 
in writing.  Students will learn and practice the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of 
academic and professional writing; they will learn to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of 
sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers.  Readings will be selected primarily, 
but not exclusively, from American writers.  Students who enroll in the class will take the AP examination. 
 
  
TWELFTH GRADE ENGLISH (P) - 2500 
     Prerequisite: None 
           Grade: 12 
  
This year course focuses on literature from Asia,  Continental Europe, the Middle East, and Latin America.  The class 
emphasizes both oral and written textual analysis and critical interpretation.  Some cultural and historical background is 
included, but the emphasis is placed on literature as an expression of universal themes in human experience.   
               
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LITERATURE  AND COMPOSITION (AP) - 2550  
     Prerequisites:  B in AP Language or A in English 11                       
                                                                                           Grade: 12 
                                                                       
This is a year literature and composition course.  It is designed to fulfill the requirements of a one-year college English 
course and explores the major genres in English literature, concentrating on close textual analysis and critical 
interpretation.  Writing assignments focus on the critical analysis of literature.  Students who enroll in the class will take 
the AP examination. 
 
 
SPEECH AND COMMUNICATION  - 2650  
     Prerequisite: None 
                                                                     Grades: 10-12                  
                      
This semester course   develops communication skills essential for success in both higher education and future careers.  
Students will study the fundamentals of oral communication, including persuasive/debating techniques, 
expository/impromptu skills, and interviewing practices.  Students will also be required to develop written 
communication skills including outlines, case arguments, and position papers. 
 
 
LANGUAGE ENRICHMENT - 1082      
     Prerequisite: open to internationals students in grades 9 - 11     
 
                                                          
Language Enrichment seeks to develop students’ skills in reading, writing, English language conventions, listening, and 
speaking.  The analysis and critique of expository texts and short stories will develop reading comprehension and 
vocabulary development in context.  Grammar and writing mechanics will be developed using the sentence-composing 
approach; written assignments include journal entries, autobiographical narratives, responses to literature, and 
persuasive essays.  Presentations, Socratic seminars, and formal debates develop students’ listening and speaking 
strategies. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION dEPARTMENT 
Graduation Requirement: 10 units 

  
 
 
HEALTH and FITNESS FOR LIFE    - 9410    
     Prerequisite:  None                                           
           Grades:  9-10 
 
This is a year-long required course focusing on the benefits of lifetime physical fitness and good health habits.  Special 
emphasis is placed on personal health and the importance of fitness today, and for life.  Self-management skills, aerobic 
activities, specific sports skills, and women’s health issues are covered.   
  
  
 
 SPORTS  9-12 -  9325  
     Prerequisite:  None  
           Grades:  9-12 
Students will receive 5 units of credit if they successfully complete a full season on an athletic team. 
 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION ASSISTANT - 9300            
     Prerequisite:  One year of P.E.; instructor  approval    

   Grades:  11-12 
  

This is a pass/fail semester course in which the student will explore and research the Physical Education field.  The 
student will assist in equipment preparation, record keeping, and demonstration and instruction of students in class. 
  



 
 
 

7 

 

Social studies department 
Graduation Requirement: 40 units 

(P) designates UC/CSU approved course; (HP) designates honors UC/CSU approved course; (AP) indicates an Advanced Placement Course 
  
    
GLOBAL STUDIES (P) - 8250  
      Prerequisite:  None 
              Grade: 9 
 
Students explore the historical and cultural development of Africa, China, the Middle East, India, and early western 
Europe. This study will develop students’ knowledge and understanding of universal and cultural values and practices, 
global interconnections, present concerns and conditions, origins and past patterns, and alternatives and future 
directions. 
 
  
MODERN WORLD HISTORY  (P) - 8378   
      Prerequisite:  None 
              Grade:  10 
   
Students examine the history of human interaction on our planet from the 18th century to the present time.  Their study 
will examine the rise of nation-states, revolutions, world wars, and the growing interdependence among nations.  Current 
crisis areas and issues will be analyzed and students will be engaged in forming their own global outlooks and opinions.  
  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY  (AP) - 8390                           
      Prerequisites: A - in Global Studies  & English 9 both semesters or 
       B - in Honors English 9  
                                                                                                      Grade:  10 
  
This advanced placement course covers European History from the era of the Renaissance to modern times, focusing not 
only on traditional political events but also social, literary, musical, and artistic achievements.  Through lecture, 
discussion, reading, group projects, and primary source research, students develop a mature understanding of European 
History and prepare for the required college level Advanced Placement examination.         
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY  (AP) - 8450           
      Prerequisites: B - in AP European History and English 10 Honors;  
       or A- in Modern World History and English 10 both semesters             
                                                               Grade:  11   
                                   
The Advanced Placement course is an honors program which presents an in-depth survey of American history from its 
European background to the present.  This is a college level class which requires extensive critical reading.  The student 
should be capable of writing well-organized papers and essays and of doing self-directed study.  The student will be 
required to do some preliminary reading for this course during the preceding summer.  Students who enroll in the class 
will take the AP examination. 
 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY  (P) - 8400  
      Prerequisite:  None 
            Grade:  11 
  
This course provides the student with an appreciation of the history of our country and assists her in seeing continuity in 
the midst of change while developing a better understanding of the growth that is central to all nations.  An attempt is 
made to present the past in its full integrity and to see the similarities between the past and the present. 
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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT (P) - 8500                       
      Prerequisite:  None 
                               Grade: 12 
  
This semester course familiarizes the student with her political and legal responsibilities.  The student will study national, 
state, and local forms of government in America with emphasis on how to effect constructive change.   
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT AMERICAN GOVERNMENT - (AP) 8550  
      Prerequisites:  B - in AP US History and AP English Lang/Comp; or an 
      A -in US History and English 11;   
                          Grade: 12   
This semester course is concerned with the nature of the American political system, its development over the past two 
hundred years and its function today.  The focus of this course is primarily at the national level so that students can 
develop a cohesive and thorough understanding of the American Federal System.  This is a college level course which 
requires extensive critical reading, verbal articulation in group discussion, and above-average writing skills.   Students 
who enroll in the class will take the AP examination. 
  
ECONOMICS (P) - 8600  
ECONOMICS G (P) - 8650 (when paired with AP American Government)            
      Prerequisite:  None 
                          Grade: 12  
  
This semester course is designed to introduce the student to the basic terminology, theories, and practices of economics.  
Special emphasis will be placed on the growing importance of women in today's money economy.  
  
INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY - 8825   
      Prerequisite:  None 
            Grades:  11-12 
  
Introduction to Psychology is a year-long course that introduces students to the basic theories and fundamental principles 
of psychology through the use of lecture, class activities, and multi-media presentations 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY (AP) - 8750  
      Prerequisites: B- in AP U. S. History and Honors or AP Biology; 
      or an A- in either US History or Modern World History and Biology;                
  
            Grades:  11-12 
  
The purpose of this year-long AP course in psychology is to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the 
behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, 
principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major sub-fields within psychology.  They also learn about the 
methods psychologists use in their science and practice.  Students who enroll in the class will take the AP examination. 
 
MASS MEDIA/JOURNALISM - 8725   
      Prerequisites: none 
            Grades:  10-12 
  
The aim of this semester course is to introduce students to the various forms of mass media and develop an understanding 
of their impact on American society.  Topics discussed will include media history, radio, television, film, and advertising.  
The journalism component of the class will provide students with the opportunity to apply what they have learned about 
newspapers and reporting by writing and editing stories. 
 
CURRENT EVENTS - 8775   
      Prerequisite: None 
            Grades:  10-12 
  
This is a semester course focusing on news events, current topics, environmental issues, and global interdependence.  
Students will also study how the United States’ legal system affects young adults.   
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STEM DEPARTMENT 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS 

Graduation Requirement: 30 units of Math and 20 units of Lab Science 
(P) designates UC/CSU approved course; (HP) designates honors UC/CSU approved course; (AP) indicates an Advanced Placement Course 

  
Students who take a make-up course at a school other than Ramona and who intend the 
course to qualify them for placement into a more advanced Math class may be required to 
pass a competency test before admission into the more advanced class. 
  
  
PRE-ALGEBRA  - 5020  
           Grade: 9  
  
This course covers addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of all integers, fractions, decimals, and percents.  
Students will solve and graph equations and inequalities.  Students will use ratios and logic to solve word problems. 
  
 
ALGEBRA I (P) - 5030  
      Prerequisite:  None 
           Grades: 9-10 
  
This course is intended for the majority of freshman students.  It covers solving first-degree equations and inequalities in 
one variable, solving systems of two equations in two variables, solving quadratic equations by the factoring method, 
working with polynomial, radical, and rational expressions, graphing in the plane, specific, archetypal, or template-type 
word problems, and elementary logic. 
 
 
ALGEBRA  I HONORS (P) - 5040  
      Prerequisite:  department selection (Summer only)  
           Incoming  9th Grade      
  
Required: Use of a TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator 
  
This 5-unit summer course is intended for the student who has completed an Algebra I course in 8th grade but has not 
been placed into Geometry Honors or has little or no experience with a TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator.  Eligibility for 
this course will be determined by the entrance exam score, the Algebra proficiency exam score, recommendation of a 
previous math teacher and previous grades in mathematics.  Students who receive at least a “B” in this class will receive 5 
high school credits in Honors Algebra and, if may register for Geometry Honors in the ninth grade.  Students who receive 
a “C” in this class may, if not already so registered, take regular Geometry in the ninth grade.  Students who receive a “C-” 
or below must take Algebra I in the ninth grade.  The summer school office will have a list of incoming 9th grade students 
who are eligible to register for this summer school class. 
 
 
GEOMETRY  (P) - 5050  
      Prerequisite: C in both semesters of Algebra I taken in high school.   
      Incoming 9th graders placed in Geometry by placement exam.   
                                                                                                       Grades: 9-11  
  
This course covers basic geometric concepts and relationships.  An emphasis is placed on the use of deductive reasoning 
and the development of proofs, especially as they relate to the study of congruent polygons, parallel lines and circles.  
Other topics covered are ratio, proportion, similarity, inequalities and right triangles.  
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 GEOMETRY HONORS (HP) - 5060             
      Prerequisites for Incoming 9th: Incoming 9th graders placed in Geometry  
      Honors by placement exams.  Successful completion of Algebra Honors at  
      Ramona Summer School required for Geom. Honors.                                                                                       
      Prerequisites for Incoming 10th: A in Algebra I both semesters. 
                                                                                                         Grades: 9-10 
         
This course covers the same concepts and topics as Geometry, but also includes a study of transformations and involves a 
more intense integration of the study of algebra and geometry. 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
ALGEBRA II  (P) - 5070     
      Prerequisite:  C in both semesters of Geometry   
            Grades: 9-12   
          
Algebra II focuses on two strands of mathematics: families of functions and solving equations involving those functions.  
Topics covered include systems of linear equations and inequalities, quadratic functions, polynomial functions, rational, 
and power functions, the complex number system, exponential and logarithmic functions and applications. Mastery of 
basic Algebra I concepts and skills is required for success in this course. 
  
  
ALGEBRA II/TRIG HONORS (HP) - 5080     
      Prerequisites: B in both semesters Geometry Honors or A in both  
      semesters of regular Geometry; B in Algebra I Honors or A in both  
      semesters of Algebra I;   
                                                                         Grades: 9- 12                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
This course focuses on two strands of mathematics: families of functions and solving equations involving those functions.  
Topics covered include all of those covered in Algebra II as well as matrices and determinants, trigonometric and circular 
functions, properties and applications, higher degree polynomial functions, rational functions with asymptotes, inverses, 
and conic sections. 
  
 
PRE-CALCULUS (P) - 5100            
      Prerequisites: B in both semesters of Algebra II or a C+ or better in  
      Algebra II/Trig Honors 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to the topics necessary for success in Calculus. A rigorous study of 
trigonometry and analysis of functions is included, as well as the study of matrices, conic sections, statistics, sequences, 
and series. Successful completion of this course should prepare students for a PreCalculus course at the college level.  
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PRE-CALCULUS: HONORS  (HP) - 5150 
      Prerequisites: B in both semesters of Algebra II/Trig Honors 
      
              Grades: 10-12 
  
This course is designed to introduce students to the topics necessary for success in Calculus. A rigorous study of the 
analysis of functions is included, as well as the study of matrices, trigonometry, conic sections, statistics, vectors, polar 
coordinates, complex numbers, sequences, and series. Successful completion of this course should prepare students for 
success in AP Calculus or Calculus at the college level. 
 
 
 STATISTICS: - 5160 
      Prerequisites: C in both semesters of Algebra II/Trig 
              Grades: 11-12 
 
This course is intended as an option for students who are interested in completing four years of math but are not able to 
take Pre-Calculus and/or AP Calculus. This course is designed to improve students’ analytical skills using real world data 
and applications in the social sciences. Topics included are population, sampling, variables, frequency distributions, 
descriptive statistics, variance, standard deviation, probability, normal and binomial distributions, linear correlation, and 
regression models. Access to technology, including TI-84 graphing calculator and a wifi capable device, will be required 
for this course. 
 
 
 CALCULUS: - 5495 
      Prerequisites: B in Pre-Calculus both semesters or B- in Precalculus  
      Honors both semesters 
              Grade: 12 
 
The Calculus course has been designed to prepare students for success in the first semester of Calculus at the college level.  
All topics covered will be addressed numerically, geometrically, and analytically. A rigorous study of limits and differential 
calculus is included, with applications in the natural and physical sciences, along with a brief introduction to integral 
calculus. Students who enroll in the class will NOT be eligible to take the AP examination. Access to technology, including 
TI-84 graphing calculator and a wifi capable device, will be required for this course. 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS AB (AP) - 5500 
      Prerequisites: B+ in Honors Pre-Calculus both semesters or  
      A in Pre-Calculus both semesters 
            Grades:  11-12 
 
The AP Calculus AB course has been designed with a two-fold purpose: (1) to teach students all the topics taught in college 
the first semester of Calculus, and (2) to prepare students to take the Calculus AB exam Advanced Placement examination 
for possible full college credit from the university of each student’s choice. All topics covered will be addressed 
numerically, geometrically, and analytically. Students can expect a rigorous, fast-paced curriculum with extended practice 
at home.  Students who enroll in the class will take the AP examination.  Access to technology, including TI-84 graphing 
calculator and a wifi capable device, will be required for this course.    
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS BC (AP) - 5411 
     Prerequisites: B in AP Calculus AB both semesters OR 97% or higher  
     in Pre-Calculus Honors both semesters 
            Grades:  11-12 
 
The AP Calculus BC course has been designed with a two-fold purpose: (1) to teach students all the topics taught in college 
the first two semesters of Calculus, and (2) to prepare students to take the Calculus BC exam Advanced Placement 
examination for possible full college credit from the university of each student’s choice. All topics covered will be 
addressed numerically, geometrically, and analytically. Students can expect a rigorous, fast-paced curriculum with 
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extended practice at home.  Students who enroll in the class will  take the AP examination.  Access to technology, 
including TI-84 graphing calculator and a wifi capable device, will be required for this course. 
 
        
MATH ASSISTANT  - 5600             
                   Prerequisites:  Student must have taken the course she will assist in  
      and must have approval of the Department Chair and the teacher she  
      will assist.  
                         Grades:  11 - 12                                                                      
  
Pass/Fail credit is given to students who wish to assist the regular classroom teacher with such tasks as tutoring, paper 
correction, and record keeping.  
 
 
INVESTIGATIONS IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY A - 6025   
      Prerequisite:  None 
                 Grades:  9 
  
Learning the basic concepts of the scientific method and the application of technology is the emphasis in this year-long, 
introductory course.  Students will learn by using methods designed to encourage collaboration, critical thinking, and 
academic achievement.  There is an emphasis on physical science, including studies in introductory chemistry and physics.  
A Science Fair project is required and designed to enhance problem-solving skills. 
  
  
BIOLOGY (P) - 6300   
      Prerequisite:  None 
            Grade:  10 
  
This is a laboratory course in biology stressing the role of inquiry and investigative techniques in solving problems.  Topics 
considered are the functions of cells, some chemistry and physiology of plants, animals and humans, and their 
interrelationships.  This course satisfies the lab science requirement for entrance into the U.C. system.   
  
 
 BIOLOGY HONORS (HP) -  
      Prerequisites for 10th graders: B+ in Algebra I or Geometry /   
      Geometry Honors;   
      Prerequisite for 9th graders:  composite HSPT or Iowa test scores in  
      the 85th %  
            Grades:  9-10  
  
This course stresses the chemical and physical properties of the cell, its functions and relations to the environment.  The 
principles and chemical basis of heredity with genetic analysis, gene expression and regulation, and recombinant DNA 
techniques will be studied.  Other topics include multicellular plants and human anatomy with emphasis on skeletal and 
muscular systems, digestive, circulatory, respiratory, and reproductive systems.  This course satisfies the lab science 
requirement for entrance into the U.C. System; the course is scheduled to accommodate the ninth grade students. 
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 ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (AP) - 6375                                         
      Prerequisites: A- in Honors Biology both semesters, and, A- in   
      Honors Chemistry both semesters, or, B- or better in AP Chemistry or 
      a  passing score of 3 or better on the AP exam.  
            Grade: 11-12 
  
The AP Biology course is an introductory college-level biology course.  The chemical basis of biological structure and 
function is a major theme throughout the year.  The subject matter covered is intensive and demanding.  Students 
cultivate their understanding of biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: 
evolution, cellular processes — energy and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions.  
Students are required to also meet during zero period once/week.  Saturday or after-school sessions will be scheduled as 
needed.  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (AP)                                          
      Prerequisites: A in Biology, Chemistry and Algebra II both semesters 
            Grade: 11-12 
  
The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory college course in 
environmental science, through which students engage with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies 
required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world.  The course requires that students identify and analyze 
natural and human-made environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and 
examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.  Environmental Science is interdisciplinary, embracing 
topics from geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography. 
 
CHEMISTRY (P) - 6400                                          
      Prerequisite: passing grade in Biology 
            Grade:  10-11      
      
This course deals with the structure and composition of matter and the changes which matter can undergo.  It is a lab-
oriented course in chemistry which introduces the basic concepts and skills of chemistry.  This course stresses an 
understanding of the unifying concepts which relate the various areas of inorganic, nuclear, physical and environmental 
chemistry.   
 
CHEMISTRY HONORS (HP) - 6450         
      Prerequisites: B+ in Geometry Honors or Algebra II  both semesters;  
      B+ in Biology both semesters or B in Honors Biology both semesters  
            Grades:  10-11 
  
This course deals with the structure and composition of matter and the changes which matter can undergo.  The course is 
organized around a framework of basic laws and principles which are seen as the outcome of scientific experiment and 
observation.  It emphasizes the mathematical and problem solving aspects of chemistry.  This course is recommended for 
students who plan to pursue careers in the sciences or engineering.  
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY (AP) - 6450       
 Prerequisites: A–  in Honors Chemistry Sem 1 and B+ or better Sem 2; 
 B + in  Algebra II both semesters      
       Grades: 11-12 

  
 AP Biology and AP Chemistry will be offered in alternate years:  AP Chemistry will be offered for the 
school years 2014-2015; 2016-2017, etc.                            
  
The AP Chemistry course is the equivalent of a general chemistry course usually taken during the first year of college. 
Topics such as the structure of matter, kinetic theory of gases, chemical equilibrium, chemical kinetics, and the basic 
concepts of thermodynamics will be presented in considerable depth.  Extensive problem solving, critical thinking and 
analysis are expected.  Students are required to also meet during zero period once/week.  Saturday or after-school 
sessions will be scheduled as needed.  
           
 
 
PHYSICS (P) - 6500              
      Prerequisites: B  in Honors Chemistry both semesters or B  in   
      Chemistry both semesters;  B-  in Algebra II ;     
            Grade:  12                                     
                                                                                            
This is an introductory Physics course for the student who does not plan to major in science in college.  The purpose of this 
course is to provide an awareness of and appreciation for the physical environment.  Topics covered include mechanics, 
heat, sound, light, electricity and magnetism.  Students will concentrate on using their ability to read, think and formulate 
questions.  
 
 
PHYSICS HONORS (HP) - 6550          
      Prerequisites: B+ or better in Algebra II/Trig Honors; and B+ in  
      Honors Chemistry both semesters or A in Chemistry both semesters;  
      C and/or passing score of 3 in AP Biology or  AP Chemistry 
      (if taken in 11th grade)                                                             
            Grade:  12  
  
This course involves both lecture and lab, and includes such topics as kinematics, vectors, dynamics, Newton's laws of 
force and motion, electricity, magnetism, quantum theory, and the atom.  A definite emphasis is placed on the theoretical 
as well as mathematical aspects of physics.  This course is strongly recommended for students planning a major or minor 
in the physical or biological sciences or engineering in college.  
 
 

 
  



 
 
 

15 

ENGINEERING:  DESIGN and APPLICATIONS (P) -  6311       
      Prerequisite:  None 
                       Grades: 10-12 
  
 
The Engineer Your World classroom is a place where students engage in authentic engineering practices in a problem-
solving, inquiry, project-based environment. Students complete a series of engaging and socially relevant design 
challenges that require purposeful application of relevant STEM concepts.  Students discover how engineering shapes 
their world by completing 8 challenging units that illustrate how engineers create solutions for people, use a creative 
design process, design the products of our everyday lives, use computational thinking to develop solutions, and collaborate 
to solve complex challenges.  Some of the projects include designing a pinhole camera, designing optimum coffeemaker, 
designing safer buildings, flashlight redesign, programming electronic music and aerial imaging through with drone 
construction.  Engineering students can apply to dual-enroll at The University of Texas at Austin.  Successful students will earn three 
hours of freshman level elective credit from the university.   
 
 
PROGRAMMING AND PHYSICAL COMPUTING 
      Prerequisite:  None 
                       Grades: 9-12 
 
Do you like to invent things?  Do you want to make electronic inventions and program them to work the way you choose?  
Would you like to make a light display or music-making machine that you control with your hand motions?  Would you 
like to make sounds that change with the temperature?   Have you dreamed of creating an interactive book that speaks in 
response to your touch?  Then this semester class, Programming and Physical Computing, is for you.  You will 
build projects that sense and control the physical world using a tiny computer, an Arduino, and a variety of switches, 
sensors, motors, lights, and other physical inputs and outputs. 
  
 
   
FORENSIC SCIENCE 
      Prerequisite:  None 
                       Grades: 9-12 
 
Who committed the crime?  Have you ever wanted to work like a CSI investigator?  Learn how to observe a crime scene, 
hone your deductive reasoning skills and learn lab techniques used in the field of forensic science.  Science skills such as 
careful experimentation and observation as well as data analysis is emphasized.  Topics and lab techniques include 
evidence collection, fingerprint and hair analysis, blood and fluids analysis, human anthropology, DNA profiling, 
toxicology and the solving crime scene mysteries. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY -  6700                  
      Prerequisites:  passing grades in Biology & Chemistry;    
      may be taken concurrently with Chemistry 
                      Grades:  11-12 
  
This year-long course has a 7-module, inquiry-centered, integrated science curriculum.  Each module will provide 
opportunities for students to experience scientific phenomena firsthand.  This comprehensive, research-based course will 
build on the skills and knowledge developed in the curriculum, with content balanced among biology, chemistry, earth 
science, physical science, environmental science, astronomy, and technology.     
  
 
 
CONCEPTS, APPLICATIONS, AND RESEARCH IN SCIENCE (CARS) (P) - 6575 
Introduction to Biological Research          
                   Prerequisites:   B- in Chemistry 
            Grades:  11-12 
 
This year-long course is intended for students interested in research in the sciences.  Possible research areas may include, 
but are not limited to, molecular biology, microbiology, protein chemistry, environmental biology, bioremediation of 
contaminated soil or water, physiology, ecology, bio-materials, psychology, and neural networks.  Great emphasis is placed 
on research methods and scientific writing.  Students will engage in individual, long-term research projects.  Students will 
also learn about library methods, basic experimentation techniques, statistics, and patent law. Students will write a 
proposal in which they define milestones, write progress reports, write a research paper, prepare a technical presentation 
using audio-visual aids, and give an oral presentation on their findings. 
 
 ROBOTICS -  6610             
      Prerequisite:  None 
                       Grades: 9-12  
  
This after-school course meets twice a week and all day Saturdays and Sundays for seven weeks in January and February.  
This is a pass/fail course based on attendance and participation and does not fulfill the science requirement. 
 
 
LABORATORY ASSISTANT - 6600                 
                                                                      Prerequisites: None 
        Grades:  11-12 
   
Pass/fail credit will be given for this course.  Student will assist instructor in preparations for laboratory and lecture 
phases of a particular science course.   
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PROGRAMMING (P) {GAME PROGRAMMING} - 5340   
      Prerequisite:  B average in Algebra I and Geometry   
            Grades 9-12 
  
This semester course introduces students to principles of computer science in the context of game programming, with an 
emphasis on algorithmic thinking.  Students will incorporate the elements of good game design and good story design 
while also learning to design code that is understandable, adaptable, and efficient. 
     
 
HTML PROGRAMMING - 5457  
     Prerequisite:  Algebra I 
           Grades: 9-12 
 This semester course introduces students to planning, organizing, and programming a website from start to finish.  By the 
end of the course, students will have created a well-designed website.  This course is recommended for those who want to 
create personal or family websites while they learn how to create and modify content and presentation.  Students will be 
expected to design a variety of pages, using Kompozer and Dreamweaver CSS techniques, and successfully post them to 
the Web. 
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DIGITAL GRAPHICS - 5493  
     Prerequisite:  Arts Appreciation or Visual Arts Course 
           Grades:  9-12 
This semester class covers the essentials of making professional-looking web and print graphics using GIMP and 
Photoshop.  Students will learn how image size, image category, and color system affect optimization.  Additionally, they 
will learn the basis of Web applications of dithering, alpha channels, and color palettes, how transparencies and matting 
are created, how GIF animation works, and how to create a rollover in both Photoshop and Fireworks.  This course may 
satisfy a portion of the Ramona Arts requirement, but it does not satisfy the UC/Cal State Visual and Performing Arts 
requirement. 
 

    .   
 
DIGITAL ANIMATION - 5485   
     Prerequisite:  Arts Appreciation or Visual Arts Course 
           Grades:  9-12 
  
This course is for students who want to make their art move.  Students learn how to create stunning animations using just 
basic tweening and frame-by-frame techniques using Adobe Flash.  They learn how to draw simple but compelling 
characters, prepare them for animation, add expression and motion, and bring their characters to life with a soundtrack.  
While the focus of this class is on character animation, techniques learned in this class can be applied to any Web design 
project.  This course may satisfy a portion of the Ramona Arts requirement, but it does not satisfy the UC/Cal State Visual 
and Performing Arts requirement. 
  
   
COMPUTER ASSISTANT – 5456 
     Prerequisite:  Department approval 
           Grades:  10-12 
  
Student assistants will be expected to assist the teacher during the course period as well as to assist in maintaining 
equipment, evaluating projects, and keeping records. 
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THEOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
Graduation Requirement: 40 units 

  
  
INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLIC BELIEFS - 7050  
           Grade:  open to   
           international  students 
  
This course is meant for first year international students.  The course offers a summary of what God has revealed through 
Jesus Christ, and what the Church has passed on from generation to generation through the working of the Holy Spirit.  
Beliefs about God, Trinity, sacraments, liturgy, scripture, Christian morality, justice, service and prayer are taught through 
academic and experiential learning. 
  
THEOLOGY 9 
SCRIPTURE  VALUES - 7275   
     Prerequisite:  None 

     Grade:  9 
 

This course offers a general knowledge and appreciation for the Old and New testaments, with a focus on the deeper 
meaning of the person and message of Jesus.  The course will explore revelation, both Divine and natural, the unfolding of 
salvation history, with a particular focus on Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of salvation history.  Jesus as the second person 
of the Trinity, Incarnation, and Paschal Mystery are major concepts.  The course will also provide scriptural interpretation 
skill strategies as well as time and space to reflect on personal values and personal response to the call of discipleship. 
 
THEOLOGY 10  
THE CHURCH / SACRAMENTS  - 7380   
     Prerequisite:  None 

     Grade:  10 
  
During the first semester, the course guides the students in exploring and understanding the Catholic Church, as well as 
its origin, structure, and mission.  The course also explores how the Paschal Mystery informs our daily lives, our prayer, 
and our participation in the life of the Church.  Additionally, the course addresses the roles of the hierarchy, those in 
religious life, and the laity in supporting the mission of the Church.  Particular attention is paid to the global presence of 
the Church as a light to all people. 

In the second semester, students will come to understand that God is present to us in a very special way in the 
sacraments.  The sacraments provide an opportunity to encounter Christ in a full and real way.  The students will 
encounter the mystery and glory of the Paschal Mystery as felt through the sacraments.  The focus of this course is to help 
the students to learn about the seven sacraments, especially the Eucharist, to enable them to more fully participate in 
them.  The course also explores the history, scriptural foundation, and current practices of the sacraments.  
 
 
THEOLOGY 11 
 MORALITY/ SOCIAL JUSTICE - 7380   
     Prerequisite:  None 

     Grade:  11 
  
The first semester of the course explores and deepens the concepts of the goodness of creation, Original Sin, and the 
promise of the Messiah, and our salvation through the Paschal Mystery.  During this course, students will examine the 
elements of Christian morality: ethical decision-making, Gospel values, internal freedom, responsibility, Church laws and 
the stages of moral development.  Students will be challenged to carry out the vision of Christ as members of an effective 
moral community and to discover the importance of conscience formation in making personal, moral decisions.  
 
Companioning with morality, the year course will also focus on understanding the social teachings of the Church. It will 
address the major themes of Catholic social teaching, what they express about God’s plan for all people, and our 
obligations to care for one another, especially those most in need in society, and the environmental world. The course will 
work to move students to a life of service and work for the Kingdom of God. 
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THEOLOGY 12 
SPRITUAL LIFE /  WORLD RELIGIONS – 7575 
     Prerequisite: None  
           Grade:  12 
 
  
The first semester will focus on ways in which the interior faith finds expression.  The full development of the human 
person and the particular perspective of women of faith will be considered. In learning the tradition and practice of 
discernment, students will be able to find steps toward their particular vocations.  A range of spiritual practices will be 
explored  from both the Catholic tradition and other faith traditions.   
 
In the second semester, the focus shifts outward to the study of the key elements of belief and practice of the major world 
religions including the following:  Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Chinese Religions, and Japanese 
Religions.  Students will be given the opportunity to explore, understand, and appreciate the communal, cultural, and 
historical dimensions of religion and the process by which religions develop. 
 
All Texts have been approved for use by the UCCB (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops). 
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT 
Graduation Requirement: 20 units 

(P) designates UC/CSU approved course; (HP) designates honors UC/CSU approved course; (AP) indicates an Advanced Placement Course 
 

ARTS APPRECIATION: 
 
 
ARTS APPRECIATION I & II (P) -  3038 (year course)              
     Prerequisite:  None 
           Grades:  10-12 
This course is an introductory survey of the history of painting, sculpture, architecture and music throughout the world.  
Students will develop critical and analytical observational skills as well as an understanding of the geographic, economic, 
social, and historical contexts of art.  The work of female artists is emphasized.  The making of art is an integral part 
of the course.  Students will complete projects that allow them to experience techniques and media reflective of each 
time period studied.  The fall semester course covers prehistoric times to the Gothic era.  The spring semester course 
covers the Renaissance to modern and post-modern eras.   
  
ARTS APPRECIATION I (P)  - 3025                                  
     Prerequisite:  None 
                                                                                                    Grades:  10-12 
Semester course only: either Fall or Spring.  See description for Arts Appreciation I & II. 
  
  
 
ARTS APPRECIATION II  (P) (1st Semester) - 3030    
                                                        Prerequisite: Arts Appreciation I  
                                                                                                 Grades:  10-12   
  
Any student who has already taken Arts  Appreciation I  during the second semester or the summer and wishes to take the 
first semester course as  Arts Appreciation II should sign up for 3030.  This semester course covers prehistoric times to 
the Gothic era.    
 
  
ARTS APPRECIATION II (P)  (2nd Semester) - 3035   
     Prerequisite:  Arts Appreciation I 
                                                                                               Grades:  10-12 
  
Any student who has already taken Arts Appreciation I during the first semester and wishes to take the second semester 
course as Arts Appreciation II should sign up for  this class  — 3035.  This semester course covers the Renaissance to 
modern times.    
  
 
 

PERFORMNG ARTS: 
  
  
CHOIR I (P) – 3100             
   Prerequisite:  None 
           Grades:  9-12 
 
This is a choral music class focusing on beginning to intermediate choral singing.  Students study elements of vocal 
production, part singing, and performance protocol.  Emphasis is given to the recognition and comprehension of melodic 
and rhythmic patterns as well as basic music theory.  In addition, students will study and perform sacred and secular 
works from various historical periods and cultures, as well as from contemporary popular and liturgical music.  
Participation in performances is required.  Some performances will occur outside of school hours. Estimated incidentals 
for concert attire approximately $25. 
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CHOIR I SEM I (P) – 3125        
     Prerequisite:  None 
                                                                                                      Grades:  9-12 
  
This is one semester only of the year-long Choir I.  See class description under Choir I #3100.   It is for students interested 
in being in the choir but can fit only one semester of Choir I into their schedules. Participation in performances is 
required.  Some performances will occur outside of school hours.  Estimated incidentals for concert attire approximately 
$25. 
 
  
CHOIR II (P) – 3200         
     Prerequisite: Choir I  
                     Grades:  10-12 
  
This is the year-long course for those who have already taken Choir I.  See class description under Choir I #3100.  
Participation in performances is required.  Some performances will occur outside of school hours.  Estimated incidentals 
for concert attire approximately $25. 
 
  
CHOIR III (P) – 3200         
     Prerequisite:  Choir I, II 
                                                                                      Grades:  11-12 
 
This is the year-long course for those who have already taken Choir II.  See class description under Choir I #3100. 
Participation in performances is required.  Some performances will occur outside of school hours.  Estimated incidentals 
for concert attire approximately $25. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAMBER SINGERS (P) – 3400         

Prerequisite:  Audition; at least 1 year in a Ramona choral ensemble,  
  application/acceptance by instructor. 

           Grades:  10-12 
 
This is a year-long choral music class focusing on advanced choral singing.  Students must demonstrate, through audition, 
the ability to learn and perform more complex music at a rapid pace.  Emphasis is given to advanced music theory and 
sight-reading skills   Students will study and perform sacred and secular works from various historical periods and 
cultures, as well as contemporary popular and liturgical music in performance venues both on- and off-campus.  
Participation in performances is required.  Some performances will occur outside of school hours.  
Estimated incidentals:  $85 for concert dress.   
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HONORS CHAMBER SINGERS (P) – 3475     
     Prerequisite:  Audition, at least 1 year in a Ramona choral ensemble,  
     and acceptance by instructor. 
           Grades:  10-12 
  
The honors option is available at the instructor’s discretion.  Honors students will be expected to fulfill all requirements 
listed above for Chamber Singers, as well as function as section leaders, cantors, soloists, and small ensemble singers.  
Additional requirements may include solo work, research papers and extra concert observations.  Participation in 
performances is required.  Some performances will occur outside of school hours. 
Estimated incidentals:  $85 for concert dress.   
  
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY (P) and (AP) 
      Prerequisites: Interview / assessment required; Requires at least one  
      year in a Ramona musical ensemble or private instruction in   
      instrumental or voice for at least one year     
            Grades:  10-12 
 
This course introduces and integrates aspects of melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, form, musical analysis, elementary 
composition, and to some extent history and style.  The ultimate goal of this course is to develop a student’s ability to 
recognize, understand, and describe the basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a 
score.  Therefore, musicianship skills such as reading and writing basic musical notation, as well as dictation and other 
listening skills, sight-singing, and keyboard harmony are fundamental components of AP Music Theory.  Student must 
have basic performance skills in voice or on an instrument before taking the class.  This course requires a great deal of 
self-motivation, and will involve daily note taking, necessitating neat handwriting skills.  Students who enroll in the class 
will take the AP examination. 
 

 
BELL/CHIME  ENSEMBLE (P) – 3385  
     Prerequisite:  None 
                     Grades:  10-12 
  
The Bell/Chime Ensemble presents a musical opportunity for students wishing to be involved in a performing ensemble, 
regardless of previous experience in reading music or playing handbells or handchimes.  Basic and advanced techniques of 
playing handbells and handchimes are  acquired and developed.  Students will rehearse and perform original music for 
handbells and handchimes as well as transcriptions.  In addition, students will acquire and continue to develop proficiency 
in reading music and ringing technique, including music theory and advanced ringing skills.  Participation in 
performances is required.  Some performances will occur outside of school hours. Estimated incidentals for concert 
attire approximately $25. 
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DRAMA  (P)   - 3585  
     Prerequisite: None 

   Grades:  9-12 
 

This year-long course is designed to introduce the art of the actor through performance. It also introduces the history of 
drama, the elements of theatrical design, and the craft of research and writing for and about theatre and film.  Students 
will develop their aesthetic perception by critically thinking about theatre and film.  They will develop their creative 
expression through writing, performance, and design projects.  They will make connections to other subject areas by 
applying theatre skills to those other subjects.  They will develop a sense of theatre history and its cultural context through 
research.  By the end of the first semester, students will have a beginning understanding of the history of drama and the 
skills involved in the dramatic profession.  By the end of the course, students will write, design, act, direct, and produce 
original theatre pieces.     
 
 
 
 
DANCE (P) - 3595  
     Prerequisite:  None 

   Grades:  9-12 
 

This year-long course is designed to introduce the art of dance through performance. It also introduces the cultural history 
and influence of dance, the elements of choreographic design, and the craft of research and writing for and about dance.  
Students will develop their aesthetic perception by critically thinking and writing about dance.  They will develop their 
creative expression through choreographic and performance projects.  They will develop their communication and time 
management skills by working collaboratively.  By the end of the first semester, students will have a beginning 
understanding of the history and skills of various dance forms.  By the end of the course, students will choreograph, teach, 
perform, and produce original dance pieces.    
 
 
PLAY PRODUCTION - 3213      
     Prerequisite:  None 
                                                                                                              Grades:  9-12  
 
Student may earn 1-semester of Arts credit upon the completion of a full production process. This requires after school 
hours as performers and technical crew members.  Units will be applied at the discretion of the director in consultation 
with the VAPA department chair.  It is the contribution of time and effort toward ensemble building and cohesion during 
the rehearsal and performance process that determine credit.  Students who work only during tech week or only as house 
crew are ineligible for earning this credit.  
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STUDIO ARTS: 
 

  
VISUAL ART I & II  (P) - 3800                                 
     Prerequisite:  None 
          Grades:  9-12         
                             
This year-long (two semesters) course is designed to give students the necessary technical and perceptual tools to increase 
their interest in art and give them confidence to pursue higher visual art challenges.  Students learn through various 
projects how to identify art movements and styles. Through individual and group critiques, students also develop their 
ability to evaluate artwork and increase their ability to communicate ideas in a forum where a dialogue based on aesthetics 
is respected and encouraged.  Students will be introduced to a variety of media and techniques in order to develop their 
aesthetic sensibilities.  Students will also develop a strong personal portfolio comprising their own body of artwork 
throughout the year.   
 
 
Visual Art I (as a semester) is 3815;  
 
Visual Art II (as a semester) is 3810. 
 
 
VISUAL ART III (P) - 3980    
     Prerequisite: Visual Arts I and II 
           Grades:  10-12 
 
The structure of the year-long Art III class is designed to introduce advanced concepts and technical skills in art.  
Originality, creativity, and design through self-expression are emphasized.  The student will be required to show a 
significant amount of technical proficiency and creative process on each  project.  Art III students will share the same class 
with AP Studio Art students and will participate in all class work exercises, lectures, discussions, and critiques.  Artist, 
museum, and gallery visits are an integral part of this course of study.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART (AP) - 3990                        
     Prerequisite: One Year of Visual Arts I & II; one year of Visual Art III  
     or equivalent instruction outside Ramona 
           Grades:  10-12 
 
Additional Requirements:  Students must attend an information meeting and fill out an application and commitment 
form.  They must submit for review to the AP Studio Art instructor 5 works of high quality (per rubric at the College Board 
site) and a concentration proposal with one example work. 
  
Course Description:  This year course is a rigorous advanced study in art that requires self-motivation and guidance, 
along with extensive work outside of class.  Time management and commitment are essential.  The projects completed in 
this class are designed to meet the requirements for the College Board AP portfolio.  Artist, museum, and gallery visits are 
an integral part of this course of study.  Please note that there are extra costs for this course.  Students must provide their 
own art materials and must incur the cost of photographing their work for the portfolio submission.  
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CERAMICS I (P) - 3850  
     Prerequisite: None 

   Grades:  9-12 
 

This semester course is a technical and aesthetic exploration of 3-dimensional design through the medium of clay.  The 
course will also include 2-dimensional basic drawing and layout skills.  The student will participate in a wide range of 
experiences using additive or subtractive sculpture techniques designed to build artistic and creative confidence.  The 
products created in this course may be functional items or fine art works.  Library research will inspire the appreciation of 
ethnic and cultural ceramic artwork.  
 
  
CERAMICS II  (P) - 3875 
     Prerequisite:  Ceramics I 

   Grades:  10-12 
                                          

This semester course is a technical and aesthetic exploration of 3-dimensional design through the medium of clay.  The 
course will also include 2-dimensional basic drawing and layout skills.   Emphasis will be on the use of the potter’s wheel.  
Sculptural forms will cover both realism and abstraction.  Glazing techniques and decorating will be more advanced than 
in Ceramics I.   
 
CERAMICS I & II  (P)  — taken as a year course — 3870. 
 
CERAMICS III  (P) – 3880 
     Prerequisite:  Ceramics I, II 

   Grades:  10-12              
                             

This semester course is a continuation of Ceramics II, in which a student will be taught advanced methods of hand-slab 
and coil pottery-making, ceramic sculpture, and decorative glazing.  Along with advanced projects from the potter’s wheel, 
additional library research will inspire the appreciation of contemporary ceramic forms.     
 
CERAMICS IV — 3880                                                                 
     Prerequisite:  Ceramics I - III 
      Grades 10-12 
  
This semester course is a continuation of Ceramics III, in which a student will be taught and choose from advanced 
methods of hand-slab and coil pottery-making, ceramic sculpture, decorative glazing, along with advanced projects from 
the potter’s wheel.  Students will explore a concentration of work in ceramics.    
 
 
DIGITAL DESIGN (YEARBOOK) (P)  -  3950                                                                       
     Prerequisite:  None 
                                                                                                              Grades:  10-12   
             
Digital Multimedia is a course designed for students who are interested in exploring various elements of the arts, digital 
theory, design, and technology.  Various technology platforms such as digital photography, Adobe PhotoShop, Adobe 
InDesign, Adobe Illustrator, GIMP, Windows MovieMaker, and iMovie will be utilized to facilitate the hands-on 
coursework learning experience.  Students will learn to apply these technologies to understand the role of graphic design 
in expressing a concept, promoting a product, or advancing a marketing campaign.  Class participants will be instructed in 
the process of how to complete numerous computer based projects, beginning with the original concept, to designing and 
completing the final project according to a production deadline.  Students will research and analyze the historical and 
cultural context of design, design technologies, and how they have developed through time.  Students will employ the 
conventions of art criticism to process and judge design pieces using their knowledge of the elements of art and principles 
of design.  Students develop skills in technology based programs, problem solving, communication, and time management 
that prepare them for leadership roles in artistic, engineering, production/direction, sales & marketing, and further 
higher-educational development. 
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ADVANCED ART STUDIES  (P) - 3980                                     
     Prerequisite:  approval of department chair 
                                                                                                              Grades:  11-12 
  
Advanced Art Studies is a semester art course that may be arranged by special written petition.  These are independent 
study courses designed by teacher and student which are offered in both visual and performing arts.  They are available to 
the self-initiating and motivated 11-12th grade student who has consistently demonstrated advanced abilities to time-
manage, problem-solve, and excel in either visual or performing art classes.  Guided by the student’s interest and designed 
by the teacher and the student, these rigorous classes are additional to a student’s full load.  The independent study must 
be a course not already offered as a class.  Students may earn 1-5 credits for each semester completed, and a grade is also 
applied.   These courses do not fulfill the UC/CSU admission requirements; it is assumed that a student has already 
fulfilled that requirement before reaching this advanced level.  Recent visual arts offerings include Art History 
and Graphic Web Design.  Recent performing arts offerings include: Costume & Set Design, Musical 
Theatre Choreography, Play/Screen Writing, and Producing Theatre. Refer to Arts Department Chairperson 
for specific details. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

Graduation Requirement: 20 units in same language 
(P) designates UC/CSU approved course; (HP) designates honors UC/CSU approved course; (AP) indicates an Advanced Placement Course 

 
  
  
FRENCH I (P) – 4000  
      Prerequisite:  None 
            Grades: 9-12   
                                        
This course is an introduction to the study of French with emphasis on all language skills.  Core grammar structures and 
vocabulary are learned in oral, listening, and written activities.  Readings are introduced throughout the course. The study 
of French/Francophone culture is an integral part of the course.  Students will participate in the National French Contest.  
The National French Contest is a student contest approved by the NAASP (National Association of Secondary School 
Principals). 
 
 
FRENCH II (P) - 4010                                                                                 
      Prerequisite:  passing grade in French I 
            Grades: 10-12 
                                                  
This course is a continuation of all four language skills with a greater development in writing, reading, listening, and oral 
skills.   The study of French/Francophone culture is an integral part of the class.   Students will participate in the National 
French Contest.  The National French Contest is a student contest approved by the NAASP (National Association of 
Secondary School Principals). 
 
 
FRENCH III (P) - 4020                                                                              
      Prerequisite:  B  or better in French II 
            Grades: 11-12                             
  
This course further cultivates all four language skills.  It incorporates greater development of writing, speaking, and 
reading skills, with emphasis on advanced grammar and vocabulary building. The study of French/Francophone culture is 
an integral part of the class.  Students will participate in the National French Contest.  The National French Contest is a 
student contest approved by the NAASP (National Association of Secondary School Principals). 
 
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT FRENCH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE (AP) - 4030 
      Prerequisite: B  or better in French III 
                                 Grade: 12 
 
This course improves oral and written work in grammar, reading, and composition, all of which emphasize French culture. 
This course emphasizes communication (understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, 
communication strategies, and cultural awareness.   This course enhances critical thinking and analytical skills necessary 
for success in college.  Students will also participate in the National French Contest.  Students who enroll in the class will 
take the AP examination.  
  
 
SPANISH I (P) - 4100        
      Prerequisite:  None 
            Grades:  9-12 
  
This course is an introduction to the study of basic Spanish comprehension, speaking, reading and writing skills.  Core 
grammar, including present, present irregular, preterit, preterit irregular, and present progressive tenses.  Basic 
vocabulary is introduced.  Spanish and Latin American cultures are an integral part of this course. 
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SPANISH II (P) - 4110                                                                              
      Prerequisite:  passing grade in Spanish I 
            Grades:  9-12 
  
This course is a continuation of the development of all four-language skills.  There is development in writing, reading, and 
oral skills.  Advanced grammatical structures are studied.  The grammar includes, but is not limited to, the preterit tense, 
all command forms, the imperfect tense, relative pronouns, all progressive tenses, and object pronouns.  The future and 
conditional tenses are included.  Vocabulary is enriched and Hispanic cultures are studied through readings and activities.  
The preliminary chapters in the textbook review material previously taught. 
 
 
 
SPANISH III (P) - 4120                                                                          
      Prerequisite:  B or better in Spanish II 
            Grades:  10-12 
  
This course further develops all four-language skills.  There is emphasis on advanced grammar, which includes, but is not 
limited to, the subjunctive, all relative pronouns, all compound tenses and verb clauses.  Vocabulary is further built and 
sophisticated locutions are introduced.  Readings are included that address culture, contemporary issues in Spanish-
speaking countries and reinforce vocabulary.  There is extensive training in written and oral skills.  Each chapter reviews 
material taught in Levels I and II. 
  
 
SPANISH IV (P) - 40910                                                                          
      Prerequisite:  B or better in Spanish III 
            Grades:  11-12 
  
This course continues to develop all four-language skills.  There is a continued emphasis on advanced grammar and 
vocabulary.  Readings are included that address culture, contemporary issues in Spanish-speaking countries and reinforce 
vocabulary and writing skills.  There is extensive training in written and oral skills.  Each chapter reviews material taught 
in Level III. 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE (P) or (AP) - 4130                
      Prerequisite:  B or better in Spanish III                                                    
                                                                         Grades:  10-12 
                                                                                                     
This college level course continues to address all the basic language skills.  There are readings from Spanish and Latin 
American cultures.  This course enhances critical thinking and analytical skills necessary for success in college.  The six 
learning objectives of this AP course are as follow:  1) spoken interpersonal communication, 2) written interpersonal 
communication, 3) audio, visual, and audiovisual interpretive communication, 4) written and print interpretive 
communication, 5) spoken presentational communication, and 6)  written presentational communication.  Students who 
enroll in the class will take the AP examination. 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT SPANISH LITERATURE AND CULTURE (P) or (AP) - 4250                
      Prerequisite:  B in AP Spanish Language or a B+ in Spanish IV, and a  
      score of “3” or higher on the AP Spanish Language exam.                                                 
                                                                         Grades:  11-12 

 
This college level course focuses on specific Spanish and Latin American authors and movements.  There is particular 
attention to language and cultures requiring the student to have a serious approach to her studies.  This course uses a 
thematic approach to introduce students to representative texts (short stories, novels, poetry, and essays) from Peninsular 
Spanish, Latin American, and United States Hispanic literature.  Students develop proficiencies across the full range of 
communication modes (interpersonal, presentational, and interpretive), while using critical reading and analytical writing 
skills.  Literature is examined within the context of its time and place, as students reflect on the many voices and cultures 
present in the required readings.  The course also includes a strong focus on cultural connections and comparisons.  
Students must have the self-discipline and self-motivation to complete the course work in a timely manner.  Students who 
enroll in the class will take the AP examination. 
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MANDARIN CHINESE I – 4900 
      Prerequisite:  None 
            Grades:  9-12 
 
Mandarin Chinese I is a year-long, introductory course for non-Chinese speaking students who until now have had little 
in-depth exposure to the intricacies of Mandarin Chinese language and Chinese culture. The main objective of Mandarin 
Chinese I is to develop a strong foundation in the Mandarin Chinese language in four aspects: speaking, listening, reading 
and writing. Focus will be on the students’ speaking and listening skills, pronunciation, and proper grammar usage in 
high-frequency common communicative settings, such as introductory greetings, family descriptions, time, hobbies and 
home etiquette. Students will also be able accurately to write and depict Chinese traditional characters, effectively develop 
their phonetic understanding of Hanyu pinyin, and begin to associate the tonal qualities of Mandarin Chinese into their 
pronunciation. 

MANDARIN CHINESE II -  3001 
      Prerequisite:  passing grade in Mandarin I 
            Grades:  10-12 
 
Mandarin Chinese II is a year-long, intermediate course for non-Chinese speaking students who have developed a solid 
foundation in the basics of Mandarin Chinese linguistics and Chinese culture. Mandarin II builds student’s understanding 
of the complexity behind Mandarin Chinese linguistics in the speaking, listening, reading and writing realms while 
developing ownership of their learning of the Chinese language and culture. The main objective is to further develop the 
understanding of Mandarin Chinese language in four areas:  speaking, listening, reading and writing. Focus will continue 
to be given in speaking and listening skills, pronunciation and proper grammar usage in high-frequency common 
communicative settings, such as school life, shopping, transportation, talking about the weather and dining. Students will 
also be able to accurately write and depict Chinese characters (Hanzi) with their semantic (radical) components, 
effectively develop their phonetic understanding of Hanyu pinyin and begin to associate the four tonal qualities of 
Mandarin Chinese into their pronunciation. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE (AP)                
      Prerequisite:  students self-study for this exam                                                    
                                                                         Grades:  9-12 
                                                                                                     
The exam assesses students’ interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational communication skills in Mandarin Chinese, as  
well as knowledge of Chinese culture.  Students may choose between traditional or simplified Chinese characters for 
reading and writing in Chinese.  
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Non-departmental course 
 
 

SKILLS FOR SUCCESS – 9801 
      Prerequisite:  none 
            Grade:  9 
 
 
This course is designed to supplement and support the 9th grade curriculum at Ramona.  Students will learn study skills 
and techniques that will be applied to their core classes while developing strategies to achieve their personal and academic 
goals.  Students will develop organizational skills while learning how to manage their time.  Students will improve their 
research skills, writing skills, and test taking skills.  They will learn to respect the ideas, beliefs, and opinions of their 
peers.  Daily activities will be tailored to fit the individual needs of each student.  
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AP CAPSTONE PROGRAM 
  
 AP Capstone™ is a College Board program that equips students with the independent research, collaborative teamwork, 
and communication skills that are increasingly valued by colleges.  It cultivates curious, independent, and collaborative 
scholars and prepares them to make logical, evidence-based decisions.  Students will: question and explore, understand 
and analyze arguments, evaluate multiple perspectives, synthesize ideas, and work as teams to transform and transmit 
information, as they evaluate multiple points of view to develop their own perspectives on complex issues and topics 
through inquiry and investigation. 

AP Capstone is comprised of two AP courses —   AP Seminar and AP Research — and is designed to complement and 
enhance the discipline-specific study in other AP courses.  AP Seminar is taken in the 11th grade, followed by AP Research 
in the 12th grade.  This program is a 2-year commitment. 

Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Research and on four additional AP Exams of their 
choosing receive the AP Capstone Diploma™.  Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Research 
but not on four additional AP Exams receive the AP Seminar and Research Certificate™. 

AP SEMINAR   
      Prerequisite:  Application and approval by department; concurrent  
      enrollment in at least 2 other AP course in 11th grade. 
            Grade:  11 
 
AP Seminar is a foundational, skill-centered course that engages students in interdisciplinary academic conversations - 
inquiries into the complexities of the world around us - and asks students to develop independent claims rooted in the 
analysis of divergent perspectives within those conversations.  
 
Through database work, guided reading of academic articles, and the exploration of art, theory, philosophy, scientific data, 
and culture, students will learn to synthesize information from multiple sources, articulate their position in evidence-
based arguments, and design and deliver oral presentations, both individually and as part of a team.  
 
Course topic subject to change yearly.  
 
 
AP RESEARCH  
      Prerequisite:  Successful completion of AP Seminar; total enrollment  
      in at least 5 other AP courses in grades 10-12 
            Grade: 12 
 
AP Research allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest.  Through this 
exploration, students design, plan, and conduct a yearlong investigation to address a research question.  The second 
course of a two-course sequence, this course culminates in an academic paper of 4,000 to 5,000 words and a presentation 
with an oral defense.  
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA/CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY  
ADMISSION SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 

 
  

A student applying for admission as a freshman to the University of California must have completed at least 16 
units of high school courses (equivalent to 16 year courses or  32 semester courses).  Fifteen of these units must 
have been earned in academic or college preparatory courses, as specified in the “a-g” course requirements list.  
At least seven of the fifteen units must have been earned in courses taken during the last two years of high 
school.   
 
Note:  Honors classes geared to ninth or tenth graders are not recognized as honors classes by the UC system 
(e.g., Honors Biology, Honors Algebra II/Trig). 
  
 
      The “a-g” list can be summarized as follows:  
 

(a)     History / Social Science – Two years required, including one year of U.S. history or one-half 
year of U.S. history and one-half year of civics or American Government; and one year of world 
history, cultures, and geography. 

(b) English – Four years of college preparatory English that include frequent and regular writing, 
and reading of classic and modern literature.  

(c) Mathematics – Three years of college preparatory mathematics that include the topics covered 
in elementary and advanced algebra and two- and three-dimensional geometry. 

 {Ramona recommends 4 years of Mathematics} 

(d) Laboratory Science – Two years of laboratory science providing fundamental knowledge in at 
least two of these three disciplines: biology (which includes anatomy, physiology, marine 
biology, aquatic biology, etc.), chemistry, and physics. 

 {Ramona recommends 3-4 years of Lab Science} 

(e) Language other than English – Two years of the same language other than English. 

 {Ramona recommends 3-4 years of World Language} 

(f) Visual & Performing Arts – One year, including dance, drama/theater, music, and/or visual 
art.  Students must satisfy the VAPA requirement by completing an appropriate single course in 
a year-long sequence  (i.e., the second semester must be the continuation of the first semester, 
requiring the first semester as a prerequisite). 

(g) College Preparatory Elective – In addition to those courses required in “a-f” above, one 
year (two semesters) of college preparatory electives are required, chosen from visual and 
performing arts, history, social science, English, advanced mathematics, laboratory science, and 
language other than English. 

     
 
 
 
 

The California State University system has agreed to accept courses certified by the 
University of California to meet its subject area requirements, which are virtually the 
same as California State University’s requirements. 
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