
 
 

 

 

Complete this Classic and Contemporary Novel Pairing Project this summer and submit it in the fall.  

At the beginning of school, you must meet with Mrs. Tegtmeier to submit and discuss your project.  
 

 

Classic and Contemporary Novel Pairing Project 
 

1. Read one pair of books from the following list: 
 

 The Great Gatsby by Fitzgerald and Shattering Glass by Giles 

 Out of the Dust by Hesse and The Grapes of Wrath by Steinbeck 

 1984 by Orwell and Little Brother by Doctorow (or Feed by M.T. Anderson) 

 Romeo and Juliet by Shakespeare and The Fault in Our Stars by Green 

 Lord of the Flies by Golding and The Hunger Games by Collins 

 The Scarlet Letter by Hawthorne and Speak by Halse Anderson 
 Pride and Prejudice by Austen and First & Then by Mills 

 

2. Write a paragraph summary (150 to 250 words/ paragraph) in your own words about each of 

the two books in the pair that you selected (total of 2 paragraphs—one paragraph for each 

novel, up to 250 words per paragraph). 
 

3. Then, complete one of the following three options: 

a) Write an essay (about 4 paragraphs, 600 to 1000 words) in your own words, discussing the 

similarities between the classic novel and the Young Adult (YA) novel. The essay can include 

your personal thoughts and reactions to the novels, and their similarities. The essay should 

include discussion about theme(s)/ subject(s); setting; and, literary devices that pertain to the 

novels, such as satire/ social satire; humor, irony; tragedy; author’s point of view/ mode of 

narration; etc. 

OR 

b) Create a video book talk (3-5 minutes in length) in which you aim to convince the viewer to 

read the books and the benefit of reading both the classic novel and the contemporary YA 

novel. 

 

Ramona Scholar in Library Science 

Summer 2020 

 



 

OR 

c)   Imagine that you are a Teacher/ Librarian who teaches an advanced 8th grade English class 

online… all from the comfort of your beach house in Hawaii (or wherever you wish to be!). 

The students in your online class have already read the YA novel, and now you want to create 

an online lecture about the classic novel that is paired with the YA novel.                                                     

 

Create a narrated video or slide presentation (3-5 minutes in length) wherein you 1). Describe 

the classic novel to your online class, and 2). Discuss 3 or more major similarities between 

the two novels.  

 

Your students live all around the world, so this instructional presentation will allow them to 

see, hear, and read your lecture. Feel free to make the lesson engaging for your students by 

including images, text, video, etc.  

 

Begin your presentation with the objectives of your lecture, and end your presentation with a 

very brief summary/ re-cap of the objectives.   

 

You are welcome to use any presentation software, such as Slidetalk; ExplainEverything 

(iPad); Slideshare (compatible with Haiku Deck); WPS Office Free (for MS Windows); iCloud 

Keynote (for Mac); Vyond; PowToon; Camtasia; Recording narration with Office 365 for 

PowerPoint; iSpring Presenter; Adobe Presenter; etc. (All have a free version.)  

Remember—The purpose of your narrated slide or video presentation is to engage/ instruct/ 

inform.  Therefore, your presentation must have audio narration.  
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

See Mrs. Tegtmeier when you are finished with your project,  

and be a Ramona Scholar! 

https://slidetalk.net/
https://explaineverything.com/education/
https://www.slideshare.net/featured/category/education
https://www.wps.com/education
https://help.apple.com/keynote/icloud/
https://help.apple.com/keynote/icloud/
https://www.vyond.com/
https://www.powtoon.com/home/?locale=en
https://www.techsmith.com/video-editor.html
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/important-information-about-office-mix-preview-end-of-service-c1c04f84-a7bb-4602-9645-258017155258?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&ad=US#six
https://support.office.com/en-us/article/important-information-about-office-mix-preview-end-of-service-c1c04f84-a7bb-4602-9645-258017155258?ui=en-US&rs=en-US&ad=US#six
https://www.ispringsolutions.com/ispring-suite
https://www.adobe.com/products/presenter.html

