
              

 
 

Read one of the books listed on the next page.  In the fall, you will exhibit a poster that incorporates 

one of the following methods to demonstrate your knowledge of the book.   
 

1.  Current events. 
Select five current news or feature stories from television or news magazines that you think your character or 

author of the book would be interested in. Then explain how your character or author would respond to each 

of the stories and the opinions your character or author would have about what was happening in the story. 

 

OR 

 

2. A pamphlet. 
Think of an issue that was very important to your character. Then create a pamphlet (can be made by hand or 

digitally) aimed at persuading others of the importance of the issue. Include factual information, testimonials, 

pictures or graphics, etc. For instance,Charlotte from The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi (1990, 

Orchard) might want to create a pamphlet explaining the reasons women should have more life choices.  Must 

have at least three cited sources. 

 

OR 

 

3.  A critique.  
Critique from the point of view of a specific organization. Select an organization that might have a lot to say 

about the actions or portrayals of characters in the novel you read, and write a critique of the book from its 

point of view. For example the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals might have a lot to say about 

Lennie’s treatment of animals in Of Mice and Men, The National Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People on the portrayal of Crooks, and the National Organization of Women on the portrayal of Curley’s wife 

and the fact that she was never given a name.  The critique should be at least two typed pages and include at 

least one source that explains the point of view or mission of that specific organization.   

Reference:  “Fifty Alternatives to the Book Report”. 

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/EJ/0871-jan98/EJ0871Ideas.PDF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOOKS: 
 

1. The HotZone: A Terrifying True Story by Richard Preston 

 

2. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

3. State of Wonder by Ann Patchett 

4. The Physics of Superheroes by James Kakalios  

5.  The Martian by Andy Weir 

6. Dancing Wu Li Masters:  An Overview of the New Physics by Gary Zuvak 

7. Hidden Figures:  The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women 

Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race by Margot Lee Shetterly 

8. The Angel of Death:  A Forensic Mystery by Alane Ferguson 

9. Prodigal Summer by Barbara Kingsolver 

10. Headstrong:  52 Women Who Changed Science---and the World by Rachel Swaby 

11. **The Calculating Stars by Mary Robinette Kowal 

12. **Spying on Whales:  The Past, Present, and Future of Earth’s Most Awesome Creatures by 

Nick Pyenson. 

  

 

**NEW BOOKS FOR 2020 

  


