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 MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

 

 

Ramona's Mission, as a welcoming and inclusive Catholic school sponsored by          

the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, is to provide an educational           

program that graduates young women who are characterized by academic               

excellence, spiritual depth, moral strength, and personal grace, open to the              

wisdom of other cultures and traditions, and prepared to lead and serve in an                     

evolving interdependent global community. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
 

SNJM  
CORE VALUES 

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 
we have eliminated multiple copies of RAMONA 
mailed to each household. Please contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 if you 
would like to receive an extra copy or if you would 
prefer to receive your copy electronically.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the most 
accurate and up-to-date information in all of our 
publications. However, unintentional errors may 
appear. As a result, we ask you to contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  the 
event that there are any factual errors. We will 
correct these errors in the next publication. We 
appreciate the interests and concerns of our read-
ers and welcome any assistance toward achieving 
our goals. 
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As I write this article, the girls have just finished their  

celebration of Rose Week, including festivities honoring 

our foundress Blessed Marie-Rose, and in the process, 

recommitting themselves to  living her spirit and charism.  

During the week’s activities, some serious and some fun, 

from announcing the Blessed Marie-Rose Award winner 

at liturgy, to devouring pink ice cream floats, we were 

reminded of our rich history and heritage. I could not 

help reflecting on the song by Joyce Johnson Rouse: 

 

 

I am only too aware that we are standing on the shoulders of the brave and coura-

geous women who arrived here in 1889 to establish a school for young women, which 

some said was “so far away from everything civilized, land which was only a sheep   

pasture.”  The city of Alhambra had not even been established.  Around us are daily 

reminders of that heritage: the windows in the chapel, which date back to the original 

chapel of 1910. (When one of them had to be repaired recently, we found that Judson 

Studios still had the original drawings).  The stately redwood trees came as seedlings 

for Ramona’s 25th anniversary in 1914.  On special occasions, we unfurl the banners 

with the names of the 409 Sisters of the Holy Names who have ministered here; in my 

office is a scroll listing the names of all the women who have graduated from Ramona! 

Indeed our history is all around us. 
 

We are beginning preparations for Ramona’s 125th anniversary celebration during the 

next academic year and are hoping this will be a wonderful opportunity to connect and 

re-connect with alumnae, past pupils, alumnae parents, and friends. Our museum may 

become a hub of activity in the coming months.  It seems that one of the things that 

we do best is tell stories: of the “old building,” of sneaking up to the attic to write 

names, of Family Day Fiestas and Tardeadas at La Fonda, of Father-Daughter Dances 

and Harvard Model Congress Trips, of plays like The Boyfriend and senior retreats in 

Santa Cruz.  Whatever your memories of Ramona, as the planning for events evolves, 

we hope that they will provide you with wonderful opportunities to celebrate your days 

here.  The 2014-2015 academic year will be one of praise and thanksgiving. 
 

One of the things that we have not done well is to keep in contact with our internation-

al resident students of years past.  We have lost touch with most of them.  With snail 

mail and  telephone as the only means of communication, we were not able to keep up 

with marriages, new addresses, and other events.  If any of you are in contact with in-

ternational resident students from your school days here and could provide us with 

email, physical addresses, or other current information, we would be most grateful.  

You may contact either Julie Huntley in the Alumnae Office or me.  Please keep in 

touch – and please refer other qualified young women to Ramona! 
 

Thank you for your on-going support! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 

A Message from the President 
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Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who came 

    before me 

I am stronger for their courage; I am wiser for their words  

I am lifted by their longing for a fair and brighter future 

I am grateful for their vision, for their toiling on the earth. 



As I sit down to write this,  the weather is changing and 

the leaves are beginning to turn colors to further magni-

fy the beauty that surrounds us at Ramona.  However, as 

beautiful as the campus is, the tremendous beauty of 

this campus lies in the students, faculty, and staff who 

daily animate the Mission of the school.  In fact, I just 

returned from participating in a four-day senior Kairos 

Retreat, which was filled not only with the beauty of Lake 

Arrowhead but also with the beauty of each of the 68 

seniors who participated. What a blessing it was to 

spend four days praying with these lovely and talented 

young ladies and accompanying them on their spiritual 

journey as they prepare to begin their journey to       

college! 
 

As you read through the magazine, I hope that you enjoy learning about all of the  

wonderful opportunities, both curricular and co-curricular, that the Ramona community 

has to offer...from the week-long “Rose Week” activities in which we honored senior    

Brittany Pena with the Blessed Marie-Rose Award for her over 400 hours of social    

justice-focused community service activities...to the welcoming of 18 international   

students from the Republic of China in grades 8-12th, six returning students and twelve 

new students, and the amazing trip to China that Veronica Puente-Smith and I partici-

pated in to meet current and potential students and families...to the celebration of the 

academic achievements of so many of our students and new graduates who earned 

great successes on their AP exams. 

 

Peace and blessings to each of you as we move into the Holiday Season. . . and may we 

always remember to be thankful for all the ways in which Ramona has positively      

impacted each of our lives. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tina Bonacci 

Principal 
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Ms. Tina Bonacci 

As LA’s premiere, interdependent Catholic girls’ school, Ramona Convent teaches     

each student to think about ideas, people, the world, and herself as integral parts of a 

much-larger whole. As we have for 124 years, Ramona kindles each girl’s intellect, college    

readiness, and poise through critical reading, thinking, writing, and problem solving, and 

accompanies each young woman on her self-internalized journey toward full              

development.  



  

Education and Liberation 
 

The vision of Blessed Marie-Rose is the mission of the Sisters 

of the Holy Names lived out in our core values.  Here at    

Ramona, as in our other ministries, we give life to her       

compelling desire to educate the poor, to empower women, 

and to enable others to develop to their full potential.  This     

academic year, we are focusing on two of the SNJM Core 

Values: 

Education in the faith…creating an atmos-

phere which invites people to live, develop 

and express their faith.  Together we say, 

“Come with us to discover God who made us, 

loves us, and calls us to serve.” 

Commitment to Liberating Action…

seeking with others the freedom needed to 

live life fully without oppression.  Together 

we say: “You are worth more than this…you 

are made in God’s image.” 
 

Education in the Faith is an important core value for the   

Sisters in our lives and ministries – and for many years was 

primarily carried out through the ministry of formal educa-

tion in our elementary, high schools, and colleges. In more 

recent years, the Sisters have turned to other less traditional 

ministries while still embracing this core value.  Ramona’s 

identity as a Catholic school steeped in the charism of 

Blessed Marie-Rose and the values of her Sisters is clearly 

evident on our campus.  Walking onto the campus, visitors 

are greeted immediately with the kiosk with announcements 

from our Faith Life Committee; farther down the pavilion, the 

chapel and the peace pole have places of prominence.  The 

peace pole is a daily reminder of the need for peace within 

ourselves, our communities, and the wider world.  Although 

Ramona’s student population is 82% Catholic, students of 

other faiths are welcomed, acknowledged with respect, and 

invited to reflect on their individual faith journeys within the 

classroom setting.  Aside from daily prayer and formal litur-

gies, the clearest manifestation of faith among the students 

and faculty is their commitment to service of others.  Hardly a 

week goes by that there is not some service project/program 

being planned, along with the service activities that take 

place on a weekly basis in various locations and communities.  

This week, at our annual Service Fair, approximately thirty 

organizations that welcome student volunteers have been 

invited to have a booth and to share their services and volun-

teer opportunities with the girls.  
 

Blessed Marie-Rose focused on the needs of her students 

and the communities in which they lived.  Now we must   

support 21st century students.  Responding to the needs of 

the times, the Sisters have sought new models of educating 

in the faith, believing that liberating action which aims at the 

full development of the human person is at the heart of our 

mission of education in all our ministries.   
 

Ramona’s Student Life Team applied for and received an 

SNJM charism grant to assist in the development of a sys-

tematic student leadership program grounded in the SNJM 

charism and core values.  A conscious effort had been made 

to integrate the core values across all years of the theology 

curriculum.  In addition, other disciplines are encouraged to 

incorporate them into the curriculum as appropriate.  
 

While education is personally liberating, our goal is to instill 

in the students a desire to take the education they are receiv-

ing and become a positive force for liberating action – to 

make a difference in our interdependent global community. 

We want our students to have a sense of social justice and a 

commitment to the wider global community.   
 

A year ago, four of our students had the privilege of partici-

pating in the SNJM Youth Justice Forum along with thirty 

other students from across the U.S., Canada, and Lesotho.  

Participants were challenged to come home and exert a  
Brittany Pena ‘14, recipient of the Blessed Marie-Rose Award 

In January, students joined with the Sisters of the Holy Names to partici-

pate in the L.A. Freedom Walk in West Hollywood to raise awareness of 

human trafficking. 



  

leadership role back at their own schools sites.  The fact that one of the 

Ramona participants, Brittany Pena, was chosen as the recipient of the 

Blessed Marie-Rose Award during Rose Week, is a clear indication of the 

impact that these young women have had on their peers.  
  

Ramona students have learned about the two corporate stands of the Sis-

ters, a strong position against human trafficking and for the right to access 

to water and have worked diligently to make a difference here on campus 

as well as in their own communities.  At the freshman retreat, student lead-

ers spoke about the water issues, distributed re-usable water bottles to the 

freshman, and asked them to use the re-usable bottles, rather than plastic 

water bottles, on a daily basis.  As much as possible, plastic water bottles 

are not used for any school events. Additional educational opportunities 

and follow-up discussions through homeroom will take place close 

to World Water Day in March.  In addition, students are going to 

some of the nearby elementary schools to educate younger students  

about the dual issues of the right to free potable drinking water and 

the environmental hazards of plastic water bottles.  
 

Ramona students are also aware of the concerns around immigra-

tion – some of them, particularly those applying to college, are 

touched very closely by current legislative action.  In the coming 

months, as part of our “One Book One Community” program, all of 

us will read Across a Hundred Mountains. This reading and the follow

-up activities in homeroom as well as a visit from the author Reyna 

Grande as an assembly speaker will personalize the issue even more.  
 

Again, our mission in educating these young women is about      

empowering them that they may go forth to empower and liberate 

others.  Our Mission Statement boldly proclaims:  Here at Ramona, 

each student is taught to think about ideas, people, the world, and 

herself as integral parts of a much larger whole.  
 

                 Contributed by Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

 

 

Our goal is to instill in the students a 
desire to take the education they are 
receiving and become a positive force 
for liberating action – to make a  
difference in our interdependent 
global community. 

 

Senior class at Kairos in October 

Peace Pole outside of Ramona’s Chapel 



 

  

teacher here is chaperoning a group of students on a 

trip to Japan; we visited Tsukiji fish market, rode a   

bullet train, and braved Shibuya Crossing. 

 

This year, as the international student coordinator, I 

have the opportunity to work closely with twelve new 

international students from China.  The cultural ex-

change that takes place in the classroom with these 

students is invigorating and enlightening.  To help me 

understand some of the challenges they face, I have 

signed up for classes in Mandarin Chinese. 

 

On the weekends, I enjoy baking pies, playing my    

accordion, hiking with my dogs, traveling, and reading 

all kinds of books (both highbrow and lowbrow).  My 

husband Brent and I live in the Faircrest Heights neigh-

borhood of Los Angeles.   

 

In the last eight years at Ramona Convent, I’ve watched 

hundreds of young women undergo the transformation 

from nervous freshmen to confident, competent gradu-

ates.  This is the reward I think about whenever I’m 

grading a stack of essays or practicing my Chinese 

characters.  I would like to go back in time and ask 

Confucius to revise his original statement.  The new 

one should read, “Choose a job you love and work 

hard.  The love will see you through.”  
 

              Contributed by Rebecca Villanueva Hopkins ‘97 

“Choose a job you love, and 

you will never have to work a 

day in your life.”  Sounds 

great, doesn’t it?  This quote, 

attributed to Confucius, tells 

us that as long as we choose 

jobs that we love, our jobs 

will never feel as draining as 

work.  With all due respect to 

Confucius, I disagree.  As any 

teacher can tell you, this job 

can be incredibly rewarding; 

however, its challenges are 

real, and the work is part of 

the reason I love it. 
 

I earned my bachelor’s de-

gree in English from UCLA and my master’s degree in secondary 

education from Mount St. Mary’s College. For my first assignment, I 

taught English at a private school in  Osaka, Japan, gaining valuable 

training in language acquisition from an international faculty.  I  

returned to the United States in 2003 when I accepted a position as 

a middle school English teacher at St. Mary’s in Boyle Heights. 

 

In 2006, I joined the faculty of Ramona Convent as a teacher in the 

English department.  Every day, I feel privileged to work alongside 

the same gifted teachers who first set me on my path when I grad-

uated from Ramona in 1997.  Being an alumna gives me a rich   

perspective of this school.  A beautiful campus, great students, a 

rigorous academic program, and almost 125 years of history make 

this an incredible place, both to learn and to teach.   

 

The last eight years have brought 

many opportunities for profession-

al growth.  I’ve received training in 

differentiated learning and assist-

ing English language learners in 

the classroom.  I am a  member of 

the National Council of Teachers of 

English. I attended the Summer 

Writers’ Festival at the University of 

Iowa as well as educational sympo-

sia at the University of Notre Dame 

and Loyola Marymount University.   

These days, you can find me       

escorting ninth graders through 

the intellectual pleasures of punc-

tuation, Romeo and Juliet, classical 

mythology, and Dickensian Eng-

land.  As the moderator for the  

Korean Culture Club and the     

Sakura Society Japanese culture 

club, I support students as they design activities that strengthen 

our school’s cultural diversity.  One of my best memories as a 

 

Rebecca with her twelve new international students 
 

Guest speaker at 2013  

Commencement ceremony 

Rebecca in her classroom 



 

 

 

Mandarin Comes to Ramona Convent 
 

We are happy to introduce a course addition to the World Language Department and welcome a new 

staff member. The Mandarin Chinese course is a year-long, introductory course for non-Chinese speaking 

students.  The objective of this course is to develop a strong foundation in Mandarin Chinese in four   

aspects: speaking, listening, reading, and writing.  Students will also be able accurately to write and depict 

Chinese traditional characters, effectively to develop their phonetic understanding of Hanyu Pinyin, and 

begin to associate the tonal qualities of Mandarin Chinese into their pronunciation. 
 

We are thrilled to have Ms. Kattie (Qing) Xu on staff to teach the course.  Ms. Xu completed her B.A. in      

Chinese Literature in 2007 from Zhejiang University in China, PRC.  She spent four years at Tiantai Senior 

High School, a top high school in Hangzhou, as a Senior Counselor and 12th grade Chinese language 

teacher.  She also obtained her M. A. and Credential to teach Chinese as a second language from Loyola 

Marymount University.  Ms. Xu is excited to share her culture and language with Ramona. 

 

Ramona Welcomes Twelve New International Students  
 

This year, Ramona Convent welcomed 12 international students.  Ranging in grade level from 8 to 11, the students come from 

various regions in China.  All of them seek to improve their English skills, become acclimated to life in the United States, and pre-

pare for college.  “Western education is totally different compared with China’s,” says 

Regina Mao, a freshman from Hangzhou. “After we graduate, we will have the power 

to compete for a career.”  
 

In addition to attending classes alongside native English speakers, international      

students are enrolled in an English language enrichment course where they receive 

extra practice in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  While they are studying in 

the United States, the students live with homestay families or with their own families.   
 

The administration hosted a welcome luncheon for all the international students. The 

girls introduced themselves and chatted about their expectations for the school year. 

 

                                                                  Travels in China 
 

                             Alicia Taylor and Zhiu (Yui) Zhoa, both seniors at Ramona, share their summer travel experience in China.   
 

Yui - I always wanted to invite a friend to China and show her what my country is like. So I was glad to 

have Alicia come to the other side of the Earth and experience Chinese culture. I think one of the best 

experiences we had was riding a boat in the lake of Summer Palace. It was a Palace for the Emperor 

and the Queen to spend their vacation. Although we were very tired after all, it was a fun place to go! 

Sometimes our time meets the rush hours and we have to take the  subway. That was not very fun for 

us. 
 

Alicia - Yui has been a really great friend to me and I was honored 

when she asked me to go to China with her. I was both nervous and 

excited to go to China. I didn’t know the language, culture, or any-

thing about China. But I knew I was in good hands. After getting off 

the 13-hour plane ride, my first impression of China was how huge it 

was. But Yui’s parents had big welcoming smiles on their faces and 

open arms to hug the both of us.  
 

Yui and I spent most of our days taking the subway to many  different places around the 

city. I visited the Forbidden City, Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square, Beijing Zoo, Great 

Wall, and much more. I was loved a little too much at Tiananmen Square because tons 

of people would want to take pictures with me or secret paparazzi photos. They said 

that they loved my  golden hair and colored eyes.  I met many of Yui’s family and friends 

and they all treated me as if they had known me for life. I ate many different types of 

food but probably the best meal I ate in China was roast duck. Our experience together 

made us even closer friends and I would love to go back to Yui’s mainland home.  

 

 

 

Kattie (Qing) Xu 

 

 

International students at welcome lunch 

Above left: Yui and Alicia 

Bottom right: Alicia at Tiananmen Square 



 

  

The focus on the core values of the Sisters of the Holy Names and respect for Blessed Marie-Rose    
Durocher manifests itself in a variety of student activities. 

Eat, Prey, Cast Fire! 
 

Every year, Ramona’s student council comes up with a theme to 

represent the upcoming school year; this year was no different. 

The girls pulled inspiration from the title of the popular novel    

Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert, gave it a Ramona twist, and 

ultimately decided on Eat, Prey, Cast Fire.  A lot can be said about 

Ramona girls as a whole, but three things are for certain; she eats, 

she preys, and she casts fire. It is well known that food plays a ma-

jor role in a girl’s life at Ramona, but besides feeding her appetite, 

she is also feeding her mind, heart, and spirit with all that Ramona 

has to offer. While at Ramona, every girl has goals; as a tiger    

pursues its prey, a Ramona girl pursues her goals. She works hard, 

seizes opportunities, and expects the best from herself and others.  

The Ramona community can be seen as a pack of tigers that fall 

together, rise together, and find strength in numbers. Within this 

tight-knit community comes the ability to cast fire, to share values and to instill a passion to 

change the world for the better.  Nearly 125 years after Ramona’s founding, the young   

women continue to cast fire by raising awareness, sharing their passions, and spreading feel-

ings of love and sisterhood in their communities.  This school year, all Ramona girls are proud 

to admit they eat, prey, and cast fire.  
 

                  Contributed by Briana Salatino ‘14 

Ramona Starts the School Year with Welcome Week 
 

With the combination of spirit and effort, Ramona students and faculty were able to start the year 

with a bang. Each day of welcome week expressed the various values of Ramona. On “Summer’s Not 

Over Yet” Monday, students were able to relive the summer days by listening to music and eating 

otter pops. Students had the chance to meet new people by playing games at lunch. School spirit 

continued to grow as Ramona tigers decorated their Spirit Fest T-Shirts on “Spirit Team Tuesday.” On 

“Tiger Womp Wednesday,” Team White and Team Gold faced head to head 

during the games at community time and the kick-ball game at lunch. Even 

teachers had a chance to show off their Tiger Pride through a round of      

musical chairs. More opportunities to show off our stripes took place on 

“Club Call Thursday.” Students were able to sign up for the various clubs at 

Ramona. The week came to a close with “Faith in Friday,” as students       

received a surprise fortune cookie at break. Each cookie held a meaningful 

message that encouraged the ladies of Ramona to continue to cast fire 

throughout the year. Many thanks to the students and faculty that helped 

make Welcome Week a success. May the school year continue to be filled 

with spirit and positivity as we “Eat, Prey,” and “Cast fire.” 
 

                  Contributed by Jazlynn Pastor ‘14 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Rose Week Highlights 

Liberation Party  

In celebration of Rose Week and the SNJM core values, October 1st 

was a day focused on commitment to liberating action. This core 

value of the Sisters of the Holy Names was animated through hom-

erooms with Mad Liberation. What exactly is Mad Liberation? It’s a 

twist on the classic game Mad-Libs where students filled in the 

blanks to different liberation scenarios. Students were also given 

their own liberation profile. Each profile had a different story about 

women and men who faced adversities. However, students were 

only given a part of their stories and were invited to a lunchtime  

Liberation Party to discover how the people in their profiles were 

liberated from adversity. These stories were truly awe-inspiring and 

showed how ordinary people can make a significant impact. In  

celebration of these inspiring stories, students were given cake and 

lemonade amid a joyful ambiance of inspiring music in the HFR. Students were also asked to 

reflect on how they can engage in liberating actions. Overall, the Liberation Party illuminates 

Ramona’s dedication to liberating action, from actions as simple as buying fair trade choco-

late to advocating for just causes.  
 

                                    Contributed by Ivana Castro ‘14 

Community Eucharist  
 

Gathering together as a community for Eucharist on October 3, Ramona Convent celebrated our 

foundress, Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher, through prayer, music, and praise.  Inspired by Marie-Rose’s 

commitment to collaborative ministry, Student Council and the Faith Life Team worked together to 

create a joyful liturgy which reminded the community about the value of 

putting our faith into liberating action for all, especially the young and 

marginalized.  The words of our foundress were proclaimed in a student

-made banner: “The lack of education was a main concern for me, and 

so my work with young girls was close to my heart.”  Our celebrant,  

Father Tom Juarez, urged the community to remember that we are like 

roses in God’s garden, each a unique creation meant to share her gifts 

with the world.  Recognizing the contributions of our faculty to the   

mission of educating the whole person, Judy Alvarez, Associate Principal 

for Student Life and International Students, led a blessing of our teach-

ers.  Finally, Brittany Pena, senior, was honored with the Blessed Marie-

Rose Durocher Award for her commitment to liberating action exempli-

fied in her work for social justice and advocacy. 
 

                           Contributed by Francois Laborie 

 

 



 

Ramona’s A.P. Hall of Fame 
 

The Ramona Community is proud to announce the induction of an annual Advanced Placement (AP) Hall of Fame to recog-

nize the hard work and determination of our AP students and graduates. Join us in celebrating the academic achievements of 

these exceptional young women! 
 

The distinction of National AP Scholar is granted to students who  

receive an average score of at least 4 on all AP exams taken, and scores 

of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams. We are proud to     

recognize the following graduates of the Class of 2013 who earned the 

esteemed honor of National AP Scholar: Kayla Glaser, Andrea Spoto 

and Susan Su.  AP Scholar with Distinction is granted to students 

who receive an average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken, and 

scores of 4 or higher on five or more of these exams. We are proud to 

recognize senior Sophia Lam, and twelve graduates of the Class of 

2013 who earned the honor of AP Scholar with Distinction. AP Scholar 

with Honor is granted to students who receive an average score of at 

least 3.25 on all AP exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or 

more of these exams. We are proud to recognize eight    seniors (Ivana 

Castro, Martha Cervantes, Brianna Magallanes, Alexandria McCullah, 

Erika Ngo, Khanh-Van Isabel Ngo, Kristine Ngo, and Julieta Perales) 

and one graduate of the Class of 2013, for earning this honor. AP 

Scholar is granted to students who receive scores of 3 or higher on 

three or more AP exams. We are proud to recognize five seniors 

(Jessica Carranza, Brittni Lam, Brittany Peña, Sabrina Ruiz, and Rebecca 

Sanchez) and nine graduates of the Class of 2013 for earning            

this honor. 
 

The Ramona Community is grateful to Mrs. Mary Anne Barnheiser and Ms. Carole Platz  

for their roles as life-long learners and dedicated, enthusiastic educators. 
 

Students who take Ms. Carole Platz’s AP U.S. History and Mrs. Mary Anne 

Barnheiser’s AP English Language & Composition and/or AP English   

Literature & Composition have consistently scored high marks on their 

AP exams.  With a combined 45 years of experience teaching AP classes 

and nearly 80 combined years in the teaching profession, it is not surpris-

ing that Ms. Platz and Mrs. Barnheiser are masters in their field! 
 

Want to know how the AP English Language & Composition essays are 

scored? Ask Mrs. Barnheiser.  She knows what the College Board’s AP 

readers know! For the past three years, she has made the trek to Louis-

ville, Kentucky in June to be an AP English Language Reader. She spends 

an intensive week reading and scoring approximately 2,000 essays! 

“Although the work is exhausting, I learn more about teaching the AP 

exam than I did in several week-long workshops,” she shared.   
 

Ms. Platz’s encyclopedic knowledge and skillful teaching have benefitted legions of AP U.S. History students for 31 years! When 

asked what advice she would give a student in her APUSH class or to a student planning to take APUSH in the future, Ms. Platz 

offered the following recommendations:  

 Be consistent and keep up with the reading. 

 Procrastination is tempting, but dangerous! Form a study group and discuss the readings. 

 Help each other out with moral support. Don’t let anyone lose focus or the will to achieve. Remember that the         

motto of this class is “We can do it! 

                                                                                          Contributed by Aniko Tegtmeier 

  

Current students who earned the top 
score of 5 on one or more AP exam 

 

Top Row, left to right: Brianna Magallanes (12th);  Martha 

Cervantes (12th
  ): Khanh-Van Hoang Isabel Ngo (12th); Sophia 

Lam (12th); Natalia Cejudo-Montes (12th); and, Yi Fan (Nono) 

Wang (11th) Bottom Row, left to right: Julieta Perales (12th); 

Erika Ngo (12th); Kristine Ngo (12th); Rebecca Sanchez (12th); 

and Ivana Castro (12th) 

 

Ms. Carole Platz and Mrs. Mary Anne Barnheiser 

 



  

  

Ramona is pleased to welcome back Angel Hernandez (Varsity Volleyball). 

Angel coached volleyball at Ramona for six years beginning in 2000. He was 

a familiar face before that, lending a hand during the years his daughter 

Pearl, Class of 1998, was here. He says his greatest success has been the 

girls that have continued playing volleyball in college and beyond.  Daugh-

ter Pearl has been helping coach the setters. 

Ramona would like to acknowledge Coach Ramiro Virgen (Cross Country/

Track & Field) for the continuous, positive  support with which he coaches.  

His encouragement is proof of the beliefs that Ramona strives to instill in 

our students. The reassuring communications he provides to the girls     

inspires them to give their best. Ramiro has two daughters at Ramona,   

Isabella who is a senior and  Luisa who is a sophomore. 

Coach Angel Hernandez and his 

daughter Pearl, Class of 1998 

Coach Ramiro Virgen 

Ramona’s 2013 - 2014 Varsity Volleyball Team 

Ramona’s 2013 - 2014 Cross Country Team 



 

  

China Trip 
 

A new adventure began for Ramona Convent this past June 

when Principal Tina Bonacci and Director of Admissions 

and Public Relations Veronica Puente-Smith ‘79 embarked 

on a journey through China for 13 days.  The goal of the 

trip was to establish relationships with agencies that refer 

International students to schools in the United States and 

to meet prospective Ramona Convent students as well as 

their families. These goals were accomplished as Ms. 

Bonacci and Mrs. Puente-Smith spent their days traveling 

by plane to Shanghai, Chengdu, and Taiyuan and on to 

Beijing by train, meeting with representatives from The 

Cambridge Institute of International Education.  As a result 

of this trip, Cambridge and Ramona Convent have part-

nered to attract International students to our campus.  We 

strive for an increased international presence on the Ramona campus and a more diversified  

student body that mirrors the current global marketplace of ideas.  Ms. Bonacci and Mrs. Puente-

Smith led informational fairs and presentations for the families as well as visited 

The Beijing Space Middle School, which is headed by an impressive all-female 

administration. The school has a partnership program with the Chinese equiva-

lent of NASA, giving the school a strong curricula focus on Math and Science. 

The school features an impressive observatory on its 4th floor which includes a 

floor replica of the solar system and highlights a visual and written history of 

China’s contributions to the space program. The Beijing Space Middle School 

has a year-round program of experimentation regarding “soil-less” plant growth 

including extensive outdoor gardens along with an impressive greenhouse which 

are available for students to study the growth of seedlings started on Earth com-

pared to those started on the space station. This visit was certainly an impressive 

one among their travels.  Ms. Bonacci and Mrs. Puente-Smith were also          

fortunate enough to enjoy a meal with family members of two of Ramona’s existing students, 

Zhiyu “Yui” Zhao ’14 and Lingjia Song ’16.  This trip to China was a great success in that it       

established  relationships that will benefit Ramona and its students for many years to come! 

Ramona on the Road 
 

The Enrollment team and the Ramona Ambassadors are gearing up for the admissions 

season and have visited several targeted local partner schools during the day. These visits 

provide an opportunity for prospective students to learn about all the wonderful gifts 

Ramona has to offer while enjoying lunch with current Ramona students.  Visits typically 

begin with an exciting presentation highlighting our theme of interdependence and 

communal life at Ramona. What brings the day together is our special Tiger appearance, 

personal interaction with Ramona Ambassadors over lunch, and exciting giveaways such 

as the ever-so-popular Tiger Pops, recycled cloth bags, custom pens, and “paw” note-

pads.  Our Ambassadors encourage students to interact by tossing them a “spirit” brace-

let initiating them into teams gold and white for each question asked.   
 

We will be out and about during the day and most evenings in October, November, and 

December visiting our partner schools; and we encourage friends and alumnae of       

Ramona to stop by and say “hi.” You can find a calendar of event locations on our web-

site under the Admissions tab.  With the support of our students, families, alumnae, and 

friends of Ramona, the choice is easy. Thanks for all you do to "spread the word!"  
 

                         Contributed by Veronica Puente-Smith ‘79 and Veronica Bacio Fernandez ‘00 

 

 

 



  

 

One hundred twenty-five years ago, in 1889, a small group of Holy 

Names  Sisters moved from Oakland, California to far away southern 

California to open Ramona Convent.  That move required much 

“letting go” on the part of the Sisters, but it must have been even 

more challenging to the Sisters when, sixty years later, they moved 

from Oakland – their foundation and college – to Los Gatos in order 

to meet their needs for care for the elder Sisters and housing for the 

novices and postulants. 
 

Once again, we need to examine how to best use our resources to 

carry out our mission and care for our aging Sisters.  As you know, 

there are many changes and advancements in health and eldercare, 

and given the age of the Sisters and the age and condition of the 

buildings at Los Gatos, the sixty-five-year-old facilities are no longer 

adequate to care for the aging and ill sisters.  We have evaluated 

many possibilities for care and housing for our Sisters and carefully 

studied and considered many options for the use of the Los Gatos 

property.  
 

After an extensive process involving consultation with Sisters and trusted advisors, proposals from 

other organizations, reflection on our mission and values, and much prayer, the Province has  

determined that it will sell the 11.8-acre site where most of the buildings are currently located; it 

is working with the Town of Los Gatos in this transition of the property.  The Sisters will continue 

to maintain and use the Los Gatos Villa section of the property for the present.   
 

Two locations have been chosen for relocation of the Sisters need-

ing skilled or assisted care -- Our Lady of Fatima Villa in Saratoga 

and Merrill Gardens in Campbell.  The first group of twenty Sisters 

who require skilled care and assisted living has already joined the 

lay residents at Our Lady of Fatima Village, located about 4.5 miles 

away from our Los Gatos property.  The Sisters in the next group 

who require assisted living are eagerly awaiting their move this 

month into the newly-built Merrill Gardens Retirement Community 

about six miles north of Los Gatos.  A carefully planned network 

among all the Sisters in the area has been implemented to keep 

alive the strong community spirit that the Sisters enjoyed at the Los 

Gatos convent and to ensure pastoral and community support. 
 

These changes have been challenging for all of the Sisters in Cali-

fornia, but especially for those who currently live at the Convent in 

Los Gatos. Early indications show that our new “pioneer 

Sisters” at Fatima have already become integral parts of 

the community there, finding new ways to minister and 

new companions to enjoy while continuing their close 

relationships and community bonds with the Sisters at 

Fatima and in the nearby area.  
  

All of the Sisters count on your prayers and your con-

tinued support in their new homes.  If you would like to 

stay in contact with specific Sisters, please call the 

Alumnae Office at Ramona for up-to-date information.   
 

      Contributed by Sr. Margaret Spiller, SNJM ‘61 

Sisters Once Again on the Move 
 

After much prayer and extensive research and consultation, the Sisters will live in newer, more adequate facilities. 

 

Sr. Mary Ann Stark ‘48, Sr. Mary Gabriel Kennedy ‘32, 

 and Sr. Alma Rose Gaffney ‘41 are residents at 

 Our Lady of Fatima. 

 

Our Lady of Fatima Villa in Saratoga 

 

Fatima and Merrill Gardens 

 in relation to Los Gatos 



 

 

 

         Kevin Redick joins Board of Trustees 
 

Ramona Convent’s Board of Trustees recently welcomed Kevin Redick as a new     

member of Ramona’s governing body.  Kevin has had experience with development 

as the Executive Director of the Boys and Girls Club of Santa Barbara (1990-2003) and 

for Crane Country Day School 2003-2005.  He currently serves as the Director of             

Development for San Roque School as well as running his own consulting company,     

K Redick Consulting, LLC, which is dedicated to helping businesses achieve financial  

success using strategic business and financial models through a network of private  

funders/lenders.  
 

He attended Westmont College in Santa Barbara and has an MBA in Marketing from the University of     

Phoenix. 

 
Announcing Ramona Convent’s 

 Online Alumnae Directory 
 
 

 Ramona Convent alumnae, you can now remain more closely connected to your 

alma mater through its new Online Alumnae Directory!  You can visit Ramona’s 

website, www. ramonaconvent.org, and go to the “Alumnae” section where the 

link to the Alumnae Directory can be found in addition to information about 

Ramona alumnae activities and upcoming events. 

 

 This new Online Alumnae Directory is an easy way to provide Ramona and your 

fellow alumnae with your current information and accomplishments. To access 

the Directory, alumnae will need to request their unique online ID when they 

first visit the Directory by following the directions to create an account.  Once 

an account is set up, alumnae can log in and access their directory listing and 

update any contact, professional or personal information.  Alumnae who create 

an account can also search for friends, former classmates, and Ramona alumnae 

working in the same industry, etc., but the Directory will only be as good as the 

information in it.  Make sure to update your information in the Directory and 

encourage your classmates to do the same so your fellow alumnae can find you 

as easily as you can find them! 

 

 The Online Alumnae Directory is a searchable database of all Ramona Convent 

Secondary School alumnae and is operated by Ramona Convent Secondary 

School.  

 

 For more information or any questions about the Ramona’s new Alumnae 

Online Directory, please contact Julie Huntley ’72, Director of Alumnae, at      

626-282-4151 ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 



 

  

Beverly Morgan, M.D. 
 

Beverly Morgan, M.D., a former 7th and 8th grade Ramona Convent student who would 

have graduated with the Class of 1942, has always considered Ramona her alma mater.  

Although she did not graduate from Ramona, she believes her time at the school made a 

huge difference in her life by giving her the courage and perseverance to reach her goal 

of becoming a doctor in an era when very few women did.  “Ramona helped train me in 

the discipline I would need in medical school,” said Dr. Morgan. 
 

As one of only four women in her class, Dr. Morgan graduated from Duke Medical School 

in North Carolina and went on to have a distinguished career as a pediatric cardiologist.  

In addition to treating patients, Dr. Morgan taught future physicians during her tenures at 

Columbia University, University of Washington, and UC Irvine Medical Schools.  
 

A longtime donor to Ramona’s annual scholarship appeal, Dr. Morgan is passionate 

about providing scholarship support to deserving students. In 2005, she endowed a scholarship to formalize her commitment 

and help ensure that future students who demonstrate academic promise will be able to attend Ramona Convent regardless of 

their families’ ability to pay.  Through her thoughtful generosity, the Dr. Beverly Morgan Endowed Scholarship has provided 

scholarship support to over fifty Ramona students and alumnae to date, giving them the opportunity to receive a Ramona   

education and become the next generation of Ramona graduates who are prepared to lead and serve. 

 
Constance Long Abeel ’30 

Much like Dr. Beverly Morgan, the late Constance Long Abeel ’30 was passionate about 

the education she received at Ramona and the importance of scholarship support for 

students who showed great promise but lacked the financial means. Constance consid-

ered herself lucky to have been born at a time where societal change would allow her to 

pursue interests other women could not have only a few years earlier, and to have      

received an excellent education at Ramona. 
  

Constance had originally hoped to be a physician but altered her plans with the onset of 

the Great Depression. She attended New York University and worked as a nurse at Belle-

vue Hospital.  She became an accomplished clinical nursing instructor and public health 

official and continued her distinguished career throughout the next four decades before 

retiring from the Pasadena Unified School District as Superintendent of Health Services.   
  

Constance was an active alumna who was one of the founding members of the school’s 

Board of Trustees. Her commitment and leadership were also evident in her generous 

support of the school when she helped raise money from fellow alumnae to support  

reconstruction after the 1987 Whittier Narrows earthquake. In 1991, she established the 

endowed scholarship fund that carries her name.  In recognition of her leadership and 

support, in 1994 Constance became a recipient of the Durocher Award, the highest honor 

Ramona can bestow. She retired from the Board in 1999, but kept apprised of Ramona’s 

activities until her death in June 2010.  
 

Upon her death, Constance’s last and largest financial gift to Ramona Convent was realized – a bequest of nearly $1 million 

dollars to further fund the Constance Abeel ‘30 Endowed Scholarship.  The leadership, self-confidence and generous spirit that 

Constance displayed throughout her life has allowed close to 100 alumnae and current students the chance to graduate from 

Ramona and pursue excellence in their varied areas of professional interest. By making the school a beneficiary in her estate, 

Constance gave us all a wonderful example of how one can choose to remember Ramona and the important role it has played 

in the lives of so many.  
 

There are many ways in which you can establish an endowed scholarship or make a planned gift in support of Ramona.  

 For more information, please contact Sr. Kathleen Callaway, President, at (626) 282-4151 ext. 157 

 or Kimberly Hoffman, Director of Development, at (626) 282-4151 ext. 130. 

Donor Profiles 
 

As we approach our 125th Anniversary, we acknowledge two of our distinguished donors who chose  

to support Ramona Convent by establishing Endowed Scholarships. 

Dr. Beverly Morgan in 2004 

Classmates Marjorie Clark, Constance 

Long, and Margaret Cooper by the  

Marengo Gate in January 1930 

 

 



 

  

Berkeley 

Davis 

Irvine 

Los Angeles 

Merced 

Riverside 

San Diego 

Santa Barbara 

Santa Cruz 

Dominguez Hills 

East Bay 

Fullerton 

Long Beach 

Los Angeles 

Monterey Bay 

Northridge 

Polytechnic, Pomona 

Polytechnic, San Luis 

   Obispo 

San Diego 

San Francisco 

Adelphi University 

Appalachian State University 

Azusa Pacific University 

Berklee College of Music 

Biola University  

Boston University 

Brown University  

California Lutheran University 

Case Western Reserve University 

Catholic University of America 

Chapman University 

Drexel University 

Emerson College 

Florida Institute of Technology 

Fordham University 

George Mason University 

George Washington University 

Harvard University 

Hawai’i Pacific University 

Hope International University 

Laguna College of Art and Design 

Lehigh University 

Los Angeles Film School 

Loyola Marymount University 

Loyola University - Chicago 

Marquette University  

Marymount College 

Moore College of Art and Design 

Mount Holyoke College 

Mount St. Mary’s College 

New York University 

Northeastern University 

Northern Arizona University 

Northwestern University 

Notre Dame de Namur University 

Oregon State University 

Otis College of Art and Design 

Pace University 

Pennsylvania State University 

Pepperdine University 

Regis University 

Rochester Institute of Technology 

Saint Mary’s College, Moraga 

Santa Clara University 

Seattle University 

Smith College 

St. Catherine University 

St. John’s University 

St. Mary’s University, San Antonio 

Stanford University 

Swarthmore College 

Syracuse University 

University of Dallas 

University of La Verne 

University of Massachusetts,  

      Amherst Honors College 

University of New Haven 

University of Northern Arizona 

University of Notre Dame 

University of Oregon 

University of the Pacific 

University of Puget Sound 

University of Rochester 

University of Saint Thomas,  

      Houston 

University of San Diego  

University of San Francisco  

University of Southern California  

University of Washington, Bothell 

Washington State University 

Wellesley College 

Whittier College 

Willamette University 

Williams College 

Woodbury University 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Merit Scholarships earned for college: $6,040,870 

                 Post-Secondary Education: 
 

    Matriculated to college                          100% 

    Matriculated to a four year college         95% 

    Matriculated to a two year college  5% 

                                   

                                  Attending: 
 

 UC System    15% 

 Private California Colleges 44% 

 Cal State System                29% 

 Out of State   12% 

ACADEMIC HONORS 

National Merit Scholar:   1 
 

Highest Honors:  

100% Life Membership in California Scholarship Federation (CSF):   

23.6% 
 

Life Membership CSF:   13.1% 
 

National Honor Society Membership:   38.1% 
 

Life Membership - Philomatheon Scholastic Honor Society:   

13.1% 

 



 

 

 

Katherine Lam ‘07 received a B.A. in Political Science and 

Public Policy, High Honors from Swarthmore College in 

2011. She now lives in New York City and is Director of   

Operations for Move This World, a non-profit that uses    

creative movement for social change. 
 

Apollonia Galvan ‘08 received a B.A. in English and French, 

with a minor in Film Studies, Summa Cum Laude from   

Whittier College in 2012.  She is currently pursuing an M.A. 

in Cinema & Media Studies at UCLA and was awarded      

the 2013 Army Archerd Fellowship in Theater, Film and   

Television. 
 

Valerie Mia Juarez ‘12 is currently a sophomore at St. 

John's University in New York City majoring in Broadcast 

Journalism and minoring in Public Relations. Valerie is a host 

for St. John's Television Station, WRED TV and copy edits for 

St. John's Newspaper, The Torch. Valerie currently interns 

with CelebSecrets4U and on “Sin Limites” for CNN Latino. 

Catherine Carras Cwiok ‘74 received 2nd Place for her 

apron, Honorable Mention for her placemats, and 1st Prize 

for her vest at the Ventura County Fair. She learned to sew 

while a student at Ramona. 
 

Jerrie Gutman McSorley ‘75 is the current president of the 

Los Gatos Rotary Club. 
 

Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82 produced a faith-based film enti-

tled Leaving Limbo which was released in July 2013. 
 

Nancy Keller Hauffen ‘99 had her first book Do You Re-

member When...A Camping Adventure released in July 2013. 
 

Kathryn Rouze ‘01 received a B.A. in French from Scripps 

College. She interned with the US Foreign Service and trav-

elled the world with different performing arts organizations. 

She now has her own business as an Executive and Personal 

Coach. 
 

Jacqueline Ortiz Jurado ‘03 has been working as a Speech 

therapist for the Los Angeles Unified School District since 

2011. She received her B.A. in  Psychology from Occidental 

College and her M.A. in  Communications Disorders, Speech

-Language Pathology from Cal State Los Angeles. 
 

Nicole De Nisco ‘03 received a PhD in Molecular Biology 

from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She has 

accepted a research position at the University of Texas 

Southwestern Medical School for her post doctorate work. 
 

Valeria De Luna ‘04 received a B.A. in Communication 

Studies at St. John's University. After working with high 

school students in Boston, she realized she had a passion to 

work in education. Combining her skills in marketing and 

education, she currently works as the Assistant Director of 

Admissions at Holy Family High School College Preparatory 

in Glendale where, she said, being at an all-girls’ school feels 

like home. 
 

Ashley Munoz ‘04 has been an Interior Designer for Arch-

Interiors Design Group, Inc. in Beverly Hills for five years. 

She and the company president will be recognized at an 

awards ceremony in London in December for their design in 

the “Interior Design Show Home” category of the Interna-

tional Property Awards. 
 

Brittany Berg ‘07 is currently a Procurement Specialist for 

United Technologies Aerospace Systems in San Diego. She 

is also earning a M.S. in Supply Chain Management from the 

University of San Diego. 
 

Alexis Kaneshiro ‘07 received a B.A. in Fine Arts, Cum 

Laude from USC in 2011. She is the Marketing and Outreach 

Coordinator at Pasadena Museum of California Art. 

50th Reunion 
 

Contact: 

Denise Nolin Westcott 

denisewestcott6@gmail.com 

(909) 633-6394 
 

A reunion at a Temecula Winery is being 

 planned for September 2014. 

40th Reunion 
 

A reunion at La Casita del Arroyo in Pasadena 

 is being planned for October 11, 2014. 

Contact information to follow. 

10th Reunion 
 

Contact:  

Ashley Munoz 

AMunoz@archinteriors.com 

(626) 678-4122 

  



 

 

 

  

Save the Date 

Homecoming 2014 
 

Saturday, March 1, 2014 
 

Special Honorees 

Ramona’s “Golden Girls” The Class of 1964 
 

If your class year ends in 4 or 9, contact Julie Huntley ‘72, Director of Alumnae,  

at jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org to get involved with planning your reunion. 
All Ramona Convent alumnae are invited to attend! 

 Ramona Spotlight on… 
 

 Wendy Law-Rudge ‘87 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When Wendy Law-Rudge entered UCLA after graduating from Ramona, she vacillated between engineering and biology.    

Fortunately, there was a major called cybernetics in which she could do both.  In the end, Wendy graduated with a double  

major in cybernetics and psychology and was the first person in her family to earn a four-year degree. Wendy credits her suc-

cess and career path to Sr. Mary Sullivan, her biology teacher at Ramona, who recommended that she pursue biology research 

in college and Ramona’s guidance counselors and teachers. She also credits her college mentor, Dr. Christel Uittenbogaart, 

M.D. at UCLA, who thoughtfully advised her on graduate schools and trained her in cellular biology. 
 

After UCLA, she graduated from a PhD program in Molecular & Cellular Biology jointly run by the University of Washington 

and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. After graduate school, she pursued a post-doctoral fellowship in science 

education. Her first “real job” was in science policy. After that, she was hired back into the lab to supervise biomarker discovery 

research in ovarian cancer. 
 

She came to her current position as Director of Scientific Programs at the Marsha Rivkin Center for Ovarian Cancer Research 

because she had a series of excellent mentors who recognized that her skill set could be used in many different ways and also 

because she had many different interests which she cultivated over time through volunteering. The mission of the Center is to 

save lives and reduce suffering through improved treatment, early detection, and prevention of ovarian cancer. Wendy manag-

es the portfolio of research grants that are awarded to researchers throughout the world, organizes the biennial Ovarian     

Cancer Research Symposium, and oversees the budget for the Ovarian Cancer Early Detection Screening Program. In total, she 

is responsible for a $1.5 million annual budget in scientific programs.  
 

Wendy describes her position as very fulfilling with many new things to learn. Through it all, she thanks Sr. Mary Sullivan and 

Ramona Convent for giving her a solid foundation from which to launch. 

 

“My career path is not something on which I could have consciously steered myself because I had no idea 

such  jobs existed when I was in school. I gravitated towards science at an early age, and I wanted to be-

come an astronaut/engineer. Through it all, I think the things that helped me were my inquisitiveness, my 

willingness to advocate for myself in finding a path that was right for me, my networking skills, my luck in 

finding good mentors, and my desire to learn and to have a fulfilling job. A lot of these skills and my    

personal outlook on life I gained from being at Ramona.” 
 

        Wendy Law-Rudge, Director of Scientific Programs 

         Marsha Rivkin Center for Ovarian Cancer Research, Seattle, WA 



 

 

 

 

                          In Memory of… 
 

                               Sr. Barbara Stark, SNJM  1932 - 2013 
 

The youngest of four children, Barbara Stark was born several months after the death of her father. She 

grew up in an environment of dedication and personal sacrifice as she watched her mother acquire  

menial employment in order to keep her children fed, clothed, safe, happy, and educated, all the while 

sharing her strong faith and trust in God with her children.  
 

With financial assistance from her older sisters, Barbara attended and graduated from St. Andrew High 

School in Pasadena. In January 1953, she entered the Holy Names novitiate in Los Gatos, thus begin-

ning her life’s journey of faithful prayer and trust in God. 
 

Sr. Barbara was an elementary school teacher at St. Joseph, San Francisco, Sacred Heart, Oakland, St. Elizabeth, Altadena, All 

Souls, Alhambra, and St. Mary’s, Los Angeles and flourished while teaching high school students at St. Andrew, Pasadena, St. 

Monica, Santa Monica, Ramona Convent, Alhambra, and then in the business office as staff member at Holy Names College. 
 

During 1971-74, while earning her M.A. in Education at Cal State University, Los Angeles, Sr. Barbara resided at Ramona      

Convent. She found time to cultivate a vegetable garden on a small plot of land near the flag pole and kept the Sisters well-

supplied with delicious vegetables and well-entertained about her progress in fending off the gophers that were strategically 

undermining some of the more tasty items. Sr. Barbara was famous for her witty comments, unique sense of humor, contagious 

laughter, and clever ability to weave words into puns;  everyone who knew her enjoyed her stories. 
 

A former student remembers: “During my four years at St. Andrew’s, I had Sr. Barbara as our Sodality/Catholic Action Moderator. 

I saw in her the divine presence of God. That presence and spark of life reflected outward to the girls whose lives she touched...I felt 

honored to have been in her presence in a much deeper, spiritual way which is fondly remembered to this day.” 
 

She returned to Ramona in 1981 as teacher of photography, year book moderator, registrar, advisor for the student-generated 

TV production of the school’s daily news and announcements; she also faithfully cared for the school chapel as sacristan. 
 

Health challenges ultimately took Sr. Barbara from Ramona and brought her home again to the Los Gatos community where 

she lived her final earthly days with deep joy and gratitude in the radiance and gentle peace of her loving God.   Sister Barbara 

(Sister M. Joseph William) was 81 years of age and celebrated 58 years of religious profession. 
 

                           Excerpted from “Reflections on Sr. Barbara Stark” by Sr. Vera Ruotolo, SNJM and Sr. Mary Haupt, SNJM 

 

                 

 A Note from the Editor 
 

One of our more recent graduates (within the past ten years) unexpectedly 

lost her mother last month. She later shared with me how touched she was 

at the number of her classmates who had contacted her with condolences 

and support.  I am constantly asking our alumnae for updated contact  in-

formation and email addresses. Providing this information to the Ramona 

Alumnae Department enables me to notify you of upcoming reunions and 

let you know about important life events, such as the death of classmates or one of their par-

ents.  So much of the world is on one type of social media or another, and while it is a good 

way to reconnect, we would like to be able to reach out to everyone.  Please take a minute and 

bring your contact information up-to-date.  You can reach me at  jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

or (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 
 

      Warm regards, 
 

       

      Director of Alumnae 

 

 
 



 

 

The Sisters, faculty, staff, and Ramona Convent  community extend our deepest sympathy 
 and prayers for the recently departed members of our family and their loved ones. 

Ernestina Montemayor Chavez ‘41, sister of Concha   

Montemayor de Gonzalez ‘39 and Isaura Montemayor (pp) 

Zita Ruggeri Endy ‘43 

Barbara Dieges Balmforth ‘47 

Virginia Halladay Hager ‘55, sister of Mary Halladay   

Busch ‘70 

Barbara Bernard McBride ‘56 

Victoria Pauls Boore ‘61, mother of Lisa Boore Lambert 

‘82 and Jennifer Boore Bahou ‘87 

Donna Bonaparte Clow ‘71, sister of D’Anne Bonaparte 

Garcia ‘67, Dixie Bonaparte Gleason ‘73, Dierdre Bona-

parte Stadler ‘77, and Darlene Bonaparte ‘80 

 

 
Diana Ares, mother of Danielle Ares ‘07 

Oscar Carrasco, Sr., father of Lisa Carrasco Flores ‘85 

William Feeney, brother of Marie Feeney ‘53 

Albert Huerta, father of Valerie Huerta ‘72 

Viola Huerta, mother of Valerie Huerta ‘72 

Patricia Patterson Hugo, mother of Jean Hugo Reid ‘68 

and Nancy Hugo Butler ‘75; mother-in-law of Sheila    

Hugo Faherty ‘72 

James Kawasaki, father of Julie Kawasaki Lee ‘73 

Rachel Kawasaki, mother of Julie Kawasaki Lee ‘73 

Alvin Clark Kingsley, husband of Marcia Mancuso       

Kingsley ‘56 

Robert Kraemer, husband of Anne Park Kraemer ‘50 

Gerlando “Jerry” Lauricella, husband of Vivian Spallina 

Lauricella ‘53; father of Julie Lauricella Bottala ‘76 and 

Diane Lauricella Meaglia ‘80 

Lawrence Lutes, cousin of Deb Drury (faculty) 

Sara Madrid, grandmother of Sylvia Moreno ‘85, Alina   

Madrid ‘89, and Nina Madrid Osorio ‘98 

Sr. Maureen McCall, SNJM (past faculty) 

James Mead, husband of June Beattie Mead ‘64 

Dr.Eugene Odou, father of Kathleen Odou Kivorkian ‘81; 

uncle of Martha Odou Potkin ‘76 and Dyan Odou       

Russell ‘79 

Frank D. Robles, father of Susan Robles ‘81 and Tammi  

Robles ‘84 

Josephine Rocha, mother of Dorothy Rocha 72; grand-

mother of Constance Perez ‘01 

John Schnieders, husband of Marie Olhasso Schnieders 

‘39 (RIP); father of Jo Ann Schnieders Wilbur ‘60, Susan 

Schnieders ‘64, and Martha Schnieders Charchenko ‘67 

Therese Stark, sister of Sr. Barbara Stark, SNJM (RIP) 

Maria Barron Talamentes, grandmother of Amanda Al-

varez ‘13 

Hiam Teong Tan, father of Ching Tan ‘90 

Jesus G. Vargas, father of Patricia Ceniceroz Vargas ‘76, 

Stella Vargas ‘78, Cynthia Hollomand Vargas ‘87; grandfa-

ther of Vanessa A. Vargas ‘00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Parondo ‘87 to Ruel Gaviola 
 

Madison Nicole Garcia ‘05 to James Pike 

 

 

Brody Logan, son of  Matthew Rudge and Wendy  

Law-Rudge ‘87 
 

Mackenzie Olivia, daughter of Antonio Ruiz and 

Contessa Gutierrez Ruiz ‘00 
 

Jadon Makanaokalani, son of Chris Pang and Deserie 

Salazar ‘00 
 

Iris Kailey, daughter of Ignacio Vega and Krystle  

Hernandez-Vega ‘03 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ramona Convent...celebrating 124 years in the San Gabriel Valley 

WILL YOU ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE? 
 

Longtime Ramona benefactor issues $25,000 Challenge Gift to  

all new and lapsed donors to Ramona Convent! 

 

 
In an effort to inspire more alumnae and other members of the Ramona community to support the 

school and its current students, one of Ramona Convent’s most generous benefactors has made a 

$25,000 Challenge Gift to match, dollar for dollar, any new gifts to Ramona from a first-time donor, and 

any new gifts from a past donor whose last gift was made prior to 2010. Every new and eligible gift 

will be doubled until the $25,000 Challenge Gift is exhausted, or we reach the end of the year, 

whichever comes first. 

 

The Challenge Gift means a gift of …. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you “Accept the Challenge”?    
 

If you have never made a gift to Ramona Convent, make your first gift to the Golden 

Rose Fund today!  Your gift will be doubled and become twice as powerful in support-

ing Ramona!  

 

If you haven’t made a recent gift to Ramona Convent, make a new gift to the Golden 

Rose Fund today!  If your last gift was made prior to 2010, it will be counted as an    

eligible, dollar for dollar match for the Challenge. 

 

If you have made a recent gift to Ramona, encourage a fellow alumna, parent or 

friend to “Accept the Challenge” by making a gift to Ramona! 

 

Every gift -- regardless of size -- is critical to achieving this challenge.  Please take a moment to “Accept 

the Challenge” and make your gift to Ramona today!   

 

 
Every gift matters.   

Every gift is appreciated.   

Every gift helps a student at Ramona.   
 

 

For more information regarding the Challenge Gift,  

please contact the Development Office at (626) 282-4151 ext. 130. 

$25.00 becomes $50.00 

$50.00 becomes $100.00 

$100.00 becomes $200.00 

$250.00 becomes $500.00 

$500.00 becomes $1,000.00 



 

 

 

 
 

At the time of Ramona’s dedication in 1890, the Los Angeles Times   
reported that the school was “…a beautiful Christian home where young 

ladies will be educated amid artistic surroundings.” 

Ramona is having a birthday...Join us in celebrating  125 years ! 

Ramona will be 125-years old  on November 15, 2014. The birthday celebration  

will continue throughout the 2014-2015 school year. If you would like to help  

with planning, please contact the President’s Office  at 626-282-4151 ext. 157. 
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Alumnae Parents - If this issue is addressed to your daughter who no longer 

maintains a permanent residence at your home, please notify Julie Huntley of 

her new address at (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org.   


