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 MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

 

 

Ramona's mission, as a welcoming and inclusive Catholic school sponsored by          

the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, is to provide an educational           

program that graduates young women who are characterized by academic               

excellence, spiritual depth, moral strength, and personal grace, open to the              

wisdom of other cultures and traditions, and prepared to lead and serve in an                     

evolving interdependent global community. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
 

SNJM  
CORE VALUES 

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 
we have eliminated multiple copies of RAMONA 
mailed to each household. Please contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 if you 
would like to receive an extra copy or if you would 
prefer to receive your copy electronically.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the most 
accurate and up-to-date information in all of our 
publications. However, unintentional errors may 
appear. As a result, we ask you to contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  the 
event that there are any factual errors. We will 
correct these errors in the next publication. We 
appreciate the interests and concerns of our read-
ers and welcome any assistance toward achieving 
our goals. 
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Dear Members of the Ramona Family, 
 

Some people come into our lives and quickly go. 

Some people stay for a while, leave footprints on our hearts, 

and we are never, ever the same.   (Flavia Weedn) 
 

Each individual encounter with an alum, each reunion I 

attend, brings this quotation to mind. There is an intangi-

ble bond that exists among Ramona women of all ages; 

some may call it simply “sisterhood.” Whatever it is, at re-

unions time seems to melt away; the unwritten letters, un-

made phone calls, lack of connections are all forgotten in 

the joy of renewing friendships and catching up on the 

happenings of 10, 20, 40, 60 years.  This was once again my 

experience as I joined the Class of 1975 for their forty year reunion.  There were so many 

stories to hear: challenges and joys of life, children, grandchildren, celebrations and sorrows, 

marriages, careers, and so much more as women from ten states gathered and shared their 

lives.  Wonderful as they may be, however, it is not the accomplishments that touched me as 

much as realizing the remarkable women these energetic (and sometimes challenging) teen-

agers had become.  But this is not just the story of the class of 1975; it is the theme that runs 

through every reunion.   
 

We celebrate our alums…all remarkable women…we celebrate you for the persons you have 

become.  We celebrate you as women 

 . . .who have taken the education you received at Ramona and used it as the firm 

                   foundation upon which to build your lives. 

 . . .who have accomplished much in your professional lives and who have reached 

      out to mentor other women along their life’s journey. 

 . . .who have raised families, blended families, and extended families with care and 

                   compassion. 

 . . .who have used your own time, talents and treasure to serve others through your 

                   churches, your communities and other organizations. 

 . . .who have been leaders in professional organizations, school PTA’s and sports 

                   leagues, civic groups, and prayer circles. 

 . . .of vision who have seen how a situation might be better and have taken  

                   the initiative to make it happen, despite obstacles. 

 . . .who have given back to Ramona through participation in events and 

                   activities, mentoring our students, speaking about your career, or assisting with 

                   recruitment of other students. 

 . . .who have given generously that other girls may enjoy the Ramona  

     experience. 

. . .who have experienced great joys and great sorrows, but who have kept a strong 

    faith in the God who loves and keeps you in existence. 
 

Above all we are grateful for our alums of all ages…for all that you are today…for all those 

women who were your mentors and guides…and for all the young women you, in turn, will 

mentor.  The saying of our foundress Blessed Marie-Rose has never rung more true in my 

heart than it does these days:  “Since we tread along the same way, let us lend a hand to 

help one another.”  Always remember: Once a Ramona Girl, Always a Ramona Girl!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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Dear Ramona Community, 

 

It takes only a moment on our campus 

to know that young women are thriv-

ing here. Guided by  our expert faculty 

and staff, our students quickly develop 

responsibility, commitment, critical 

thinking, leadership, and spiritual 

depth. They are empowered -  ready to 

make a mark on their families, their 

communities, and the globe.  

 

Truly, a Ramona education changes 

lives.  

 

In these efforts we are blessed by the life-affirming educational mission of the Sisters of the 

Holy Names of Jesus and Mary who have been attuned to the needs of young contemporary 

women from inception.  Meeting the requirements of our world today, our program is    

infused with 21st century skills, fostering a global mindset, developing leadership and using 

technology as a tool to engage, inspire, and inform instruction.  

 

Our focus on educating young women for a meaningful future requires ensuring the 

full development of the human person, which in turn mandates connection, collabora-

tion, and support of others. As a result, even while our students tap away on their tablets, 

laptops and phones, they are never “alone together” as are many in this digital age.   

 

Recently, Elisa Herrera`17, Helen Cabrera`17, Carolina Barbosa`17, Sophie Reyes`18, 

and their faculty advisor Maggie Averill teamed with students from Holy Names Schools 

from California, New York, Florida, Canada, and Lesotho at the SNJM Youth Justice Forum in 

Montreal, Canada, where they dove into justice issues of immigration, human trafficking and 

water stewardship. Back at Ramona, while they continue to Skype with their new friends 

from around the world, they will educate us about these issues through a series of events, 

including an interactive “Water Week.”   

 

In this issue of Ramona magazine, I hope you enjoy reading more about how our students 

connect with people and ideas, employ technology to ignite their curiosity and deepen 

learning, and develop their full potential - all within the framework of the traditional yet 

forward-thinking values that endure at Ramona. That’s the life-changing power of a Ramona 

education. 

 

As always, please feel free to stop by for a visit. I’d love to see you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 
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Mary Donnelly-Crocker ‘75 received both her B.A. and  M.A. 

in Child Development at CSULA. Working in children’s health 

care for over 32 years, she was a 

Child Life Specialist at Hunting-

ton Memorial Hospital for ten 

years. She has taught at CSULA 

and the University  of La Verne 

in the areas of child develop-

ment, hospitalized children and 

nonprofit management.  

 

Mary is the Executive Director 

of Young & Healthy, a national-

ly recognized program that 

connects low-income uninsured 

children with volunteer doctors 

who will provide them care at NO COST. Young & Healthy 

has received  numerous awards and recognitions, both na-

tionally and locally. While awards are  wonderful, it is the 

need of one child at a time that drives Mary’s passion for the 

work.  

 

Mary is most proud to be the parent to three very cool adults 

and one great nephew.   

    

 

Roseanna Garcia ’83 is founder of the organization Latina 

Fashionista.  Since the start of her career in the Los Angeles 

apparel industry, she had expe-

rienced working with all levels 

of the workforce. While doing 

so, she  became aware of the 

many inequities that minorities 

employed in management en-

countered. This, coupled with 

the high dropout rate among 

minority youth, furthered her 

interest in education. These 

varied experiences inspired her 

to share her challenges, as well as her successes, with youth 

who are interested in the industry.   

 

The organization’s mission is committed to the advancement 

of Latinas in the apparel industry by sharing information 

about education and leadership. Through presentations at    

K-12 schools and community events, youth learn about high-

er education institutions that offer fashion programs, meet 

Latina role models working in the industry, and receive      

general information about the apparel industry.    

 

Roseanna was awarded Woman of the Year by State Assem-

bly Speaker John Perez, interviewed by the Smithsonian    

Institute, the National Museum of American History for     

Hispanic storytelling and featured in the Pasadena Star News.  

She has participated in LAUSD events as Principal for a Day, 

graduation keynote speaker, and judge for high school fash-

ion shows.   

 

 

Sergeant Cynthia Cuadra ’98 is one of the co-founders of 

the Los Angeles Futbol Club. She is the mother of two beauti-

ful and energetic little girls,  

Allison and Audrey, who are her 

guiding lights. She has been a 

member of the Los Angeles   

Police Department for about 13 

years and spent the majority of 

her time working in the most 

difficult, yet inspiring  area -- 

the 77th Division. Her passion 

for helping create her dream 

came via her work with the 

LAPD.  

 

She began her intensive outreach when she became the 

Youth Service Officer of the 77th LAPD Cadets. To many, the 

77th Division is an area that is full of social and economic 

challenges.  It is an area that many feel is hopeless and     

entirely too much work.  It was then that she realized that 

significant change can be created by a people who deeply 

care.  She and her team led, mentored, and guided approxi-

mately 80 teenagers. Her unit created a sense of safety, love, 

understanding and best of all, inspiration in these kids and 

for the officers involved. These teenagers embraced possibil-

ity, vision, and action and took off with wonderful results.   

 

Her yearning to do more led her to team up with Detective 

Brodie Seagrave and Rich Orosco to create an organization 

that would have the same drive and passion. It would be built 

from the community utilizing various partnerships and using 

soccer as the vehicle. LAFC is now in its second operating 

year and is changing the lives of several youths in the City of 

Los Angeles. Cynthia and Brodie’s ultimate vision is to create 

a sports complex in the area of 77th Division and transform 

Ramona Convent alumnae have many qualities in common. One of these is the desire to serve the needs of the wider 

community. We realize that we have been blessed not only with the gift of an excellent education, but also an awareness 

of how fortunate we really are.  It is no surprise then that a call to service is a palpable trait of our alumnae.  Below, we 

share the stories of five of our graduates and how they, in their own ways, have chosen to respond to the needs of others. 

We would love for you to share your “call to service” story at jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 

 



  

the entire community, giving hope and vision to all ages and 

people.  In turn, LAFC has changed the definition of what life 

really means for its board and members.  

 

Cynthia is currently assigned to the Recruitment and Employ-

ment Division where she brings her outlook and inspiration 

to new police applicants.  She loves to share her story and 

begins her story with …” Never stop believing in good be-

cause only more good will come of it. The reason I became a 

Police Officer was to help people, and let me tell you how I 

am still doing it.”  

 

 

Sonia Garcia Haro ‘98 is the founder and co-creator of Field 

of Dreams Learning, a nonprofit that serves 16-24 year old 

students. She sits on the Board 

of Directors, and is also a math 

teacher at the campus. Sonia’s 

vision for the organization is to 

transform the path that the 

youth in her program are on 

and assist them in creating an 

empowered path of their choos-

ing. As a teacher, she is  com-

mitted to supporting students in 

re-inventing their self-concept, especially in the areas of   

being students and leaders in their communities. Sonia has 

innovative ideas about education and society that she is   

passionate about sharing with others.  

 

After having taught in several educational environments, a 

traditional large inner-city comprehensive high school,      

college prep charter schools, and a private school, Sonia   

always felt that there was a significant portion of our youth 

that was not being adequately served. Always a champion for 

the underdog, Sonia had patience and straightforward ways 

to teach math but there came a point that she realized teach-

ing math would not enable her to make the type of change 

she desired to make in the young people's lives. Field of 

Dreams Learning (FoDL) was created from an inspiration to 

allow passionate, caring, and dedicated teachers to serve   

disadvantaged youth in a powerful, effective, and innovative 

way.  The 16-24 year old students at FoDL work to obtain a 

WASC accredited high school diploma, are supported in the 

mentorship program to reach their set goals, participate in a 

paid internship program to gain job skills and experience, 

take college classes for free, practice and master leadership 

skills in our community and beyond.  
 

Sonia is a proud graduate of Ramona Convent Secondary 

School. She believes the school delivered a quality education 

that  allowed her the freedom to succeed in post-secondary 

education at Pepperdine University and beyond. The values 

and confidence instilled by Ramona guided Sonia in seeking 

her purpose and being true to herself in all things.  

 

 

Andrea Gochi ‘10 is currently in the medical school          

application process. For her, becoming a doctor means com-

bining her two passions in life: 

science and social justice. She 

has exemplified these passions 

by majoring in Biochemistry in 

undergrad and by involving her-

self in many different social   

activities that use science as a 

tool to help fight many of the 

inequalities that  exist today. Her 

most recent  venture was her 

involvement with the Ferre´/

Marquet  Vaccine  Institute, a 

research center designed to   

develop vaccines that can be manufactured at a low-cost by 

using plant biotechnology. The goal of the lab is to provide 

these low-cost effective vaccines to developing countries  

facing epidemics. 

 

In May, she traveled to Botswana, Africa, with her lab in order 

to begin to test candidate vaccines for the Lumpy Skin      

Disease affecting many cows, a primary source of  income for 

small farmers. She worked alongside the Batswana* people, 

including a Ph.D. student at the University of Botswana and 

undergrad students involved in the  research.  During her stay 

she traveled to rural villages to extract samples from infected 

cattle to test in the lab, attended meetings at the Botswana 

Vaccine Institute to discuss future large scale production of 

the vaccines, and attended classes to learn the native        

language, Setswana. She found that learning the language, in 

particular, allowed her to work more closely with the resi-

dents, as they felt more comfortable with her and they could 

see her respect for their culture.  

 

She is currently still involved in the lab, working on a low-cost 

effective Rabies vaccine, while attending Keck Graduate    

Institute for her Master’s in Applied Life Science. She will be 

applying to medical school in June 2016.  

 
*The citizens of Botswana refer to themselves as Batswana. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Laura Wendel-Dumas, Class 

of ‘89, came to Ramona as a 

high school teacher in the 

97-98 school year, teaching 

Social Justice, Christian Life-

styles, and Morality to 

sophomores and juniors 

and assisting with retreats. 

Since then, in addition to 

teaching, she has worn 

many hats, been very in-

volved in student life, and 

shouldered a wide-variety of responsibilities. 

Teaching was not Ms. Dumas’ first choice of careers. A 

chance meeting and conversation with the Vice-Principal 

of a local Catholic grade school resulted in Ms. Dumas 

applying for the sixth grade teaching position. She taught 

there for two years and then moved up to teach high 

school at her alma mater, Ramona. 

In 1993 she received a B.A. in Sociology with a minor in 

Psychology from Loyola Marymount University, earned an 

M.A. in Developmental Psychology from Cal State Univer-

sity Los Angeles in 1999, and in 2013 was awarded a M.A. 

in Secondary Education with a teaching credential in    

Social Studies from LMU. 

She began to teach AP Psychology in the 2000-2001 

school year, a not unexpected result of her teaching the  

Introduction to Psychology class which has always been a   

favorite with the students. 

In the 2003-2004 school year, she was appointed Director 

of Recruitment  and focused her energy on recruitment 

events including Ramona Challenge and Tiger Play Day. In 

2012-2013, she became Director of Student Activities. 

Her enthusiastic personality and lively spirit make her a 

natural when working with the students. She has       

managed prom and winter formal for over fifteen years 

and has served as a senior moderator for 10+ years. Ms. 

Dumas believes in fostering young women who are not 

afraid of voicing their opinions. A message on the white-

board in her classroom clearly states: “We are Tigers, not 

chickens.”  

In addition to her responsibilities as Director of Student  

Activities, this year finds her teaching Introduction to 

Psychology, AP US History, and AP Psychology. 

Social Studies department chair, Mr. David Gray, shared 

his thoughts regarding Ms. Dumas’s success as a teacher,  

“Laura is one of the most dedicated and caring 

people I have known. She is not only a highly 

skilled teacher who has worked hard to be-

come better at the craft of teaching but she is 

also compassionate person who genuine-

ly cares about her students. Her ability to relate 

to the students is a real strength and makes 

her one of those teachers that her students will 

remember years after they graduate from    

Ramona.” 

There is nothing greater than to 

watch my students learn, grow, 

graduate, and succeed.  
 

       Laura Wendel-Dumas ‘89 

 

Sophomore Kathleen Ngo with Ms. Dumas 

Ms. Dumas in the classroom 



  

 

Amanda Argueta ‘11 who graduated from Whittier College with Academic Distinc-

tion in Religious Studies, has joined the Ramona Theology Department. Amanda is    

enthusiastic about her return to her alma mater. She says, “I am completely honored to 

return to Ramona.  My goal is to assist my students in developing a critical, analytical 

lens by  using our Catholic faith as a social critique. I am grateful to Ramona for allowing 

me to follow my vocation: to educate and inspire a future generation of powerful    

women.” In addition to teaching Theology 11 and Theology 12, Amanda serves as a 

member of the Campus Ministry Team. 

 

 

 

 

Mary Anne Spiller Barnheiser ‘65 travelled  to  Kansas City, Missouri, this past June for a 

week of officially reading and scoring AP English Language and Composition exams. Every 

summer since 2011, she has spent  seven solid days concentrating on the written responses to 

one essay prompt from students all over the world; in all, she scores approximately 2,500 such 

essay answers each year on behalf of the College Board.  Mrs. Barnheiser says, “Although the 

AP reading each summer is exhausting work, it is an exciting learning experience that provides 

me every time with new, valuable insights that  I can share with my students to help raise their 

writing to a new level – a polished, sophisticated college level.” 

 

 

 

Aulikki Flagan was one of only 50 teachers from across America  selected 

to participate in the 2015 National STEM Teachers Workshop at the Wings of 

Eagles Discovery Center in Horseheads, New York, sponsored by a grant led 

by Cornell University from the United States Department of Agriculture     

National Institute of Food and Agriculture. While in upstate New York, Ms. 

Flagan explored renewable energy and sustainability, reviewed the latest  

biomass field research at the Big Flats Materials Center, and designed lessons 

to bring renewable bio-energy and bio-products education back to Ramona. 

She is also serving as a resource for teachers throughout California. 

 

 

 

 

Sister Anna Keim, SNJM, continues to make headlines, educating the public by 

sharing her transformative programs about water use and conservation at Ramona. 

Her passion and leadership were the subjects of an extensive profile in the         

Pasadena Star News. During Pope Francis’ visit to the United States, she spoke at 

the Interfaith Power and Light symposium at the University of Southern California 

about Ramona’s response to the Pope’s call for more sustainable living.  

 

 

 

 

Sister Margaret Spiller, SNJM ’61 will be celebrating her "Golden Jubilee" with the 

Sisters of the Holy Names in two celebrations, one at St. Mary's Church in Los Gatos on 

April 2, and the other at Ramona on May 14, 2016.  The celebrations mark 50 years since Sr. 

Margaret and the other Holy Names sisters who entered the convent with her in 1963   

pronounced their vows as Holy Names sisters. For Sr. Margaret, over half of those years 

have been spent ministering here at Ramona.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
A Maker Space in the Making 

 

Room 103 in Ramona’s Dufresne classroom building has been recently transformed into an new environment for        

creating, exploring, and learning. Our Maker Space, which includes new technology (3D printer) and old technology used 

in a new way (sewing machine), is designed to increase student engagement by providing an active learning environ-

ment. The concept behind the maker movement is experimental play that engages students through exploration.       

Students can design, build, and, if desired, animate. The process enables them to see possibilities beyond what is learned 

in a traditional classroom setting. 

2D Printer - enables the students to design an item such as a birthday card that they can 

then enhance with a variety of components, including LED’s, sound, copper tape circuits. 

Sewing machine and Serger – enables the students to make “soft circuits,” like a 

cloth musical keyboard. A microprocessor is added to the construction and it can be 

programmed to play music. 



 

 

 

  

 

3D Printer - a computer-aided manufacturing (CAM) device that creates three-dimensional  

objects. Like a traditional printer, a 3D printer receives digital data from a computer as input. 

However, instead of printing the output on paper, a 3D printer builds a three-dimensional model 

out of a custom material. 3D printing allows students to create replicas of items. Students design 

and produce actual models they can hold. 

 
Sister Margaret Spiller ‘61, Director of Technology Integration and Instructional Innovation, whose drive and 

enthusiasm have brought this project to fruition, observes, “By providing the girls with the tools and oppor-

tunity, they are tapping into creativity in a new way and doing things that they never thought they could do. 

I think of this program as “trans-curricular” since the concepts and skills learned move across and beyond 

traditional curricular methods.” Several of her former students share their thoughts on having taken this class 

last year. 
 

           “For me, making sculptures on the 3D printer helped to bring out my creativity and  

            expanded what I consider artistic.”          Cecilia Nunez ‘16 

 

           “Working with the Makerbot (3D printer) has allowed me to realize the vast possibilities 

             and future of technology.”            Brianna Ong ‘16 

 

           “Computer animation helps bring my imagination to life through creativity, innovations, 

             and computer science!”           Danielle Valenzuela ‘16 

 

Much of the funding is due to grants received from Alhambra Day Nursery and physical donations. Sister 

Margaret has ambitious plans for the future: additional 3D printers and a laser cutter. 

http://techterms.com/definition/printer
http://techterms.com/definition/digital
http://techterms.com/definition/input
http://techterms.com/definition/output


Laptops, tablets, e-readers, and even cell phones have become essential items 

in Ramona students’ backpacks as they enthusiastically advance their learning 

with 21st Century tools.  

 

Curiosity and a desire to learn about and impact the world have always 

been at the heart of the Ramona educational culture; now, with the     

support of substantial grants from the Shea, Ahmanson, and Parsons 

Foundations as well as generous donations from celebrants at last year’s 

125th Anniversary Gala, a newly robust wi-fi infrastructure have, along with 

new hardware and software for students and teachers, accelerated the 

pace of technology infusion into our program.   

 

This transformation is about more than substituting one technology for 

another the way one might trade a paperback for an e-book; Ramona 

students are using technology in ways that are “qualitatively different and 

actually change the design of learning,” according to Sister Margaret 

Spiller ‘61, Director of Technology Integration and Instructional  Innova-

tion.  

 

While Ramona students have always been trained to think critically, collaborate 

with others, tap into their creativity, and communicate effectively, now students 

increasingly use real data, solve real problems, and share their creations with 

authentic audiences as they will in college and throughout their careers.   Devel-

oping these skills through real-world applications is empowering them to reach 

their full potential as transformative leaders engaged in finding solutions to the 

challenges of our world.  

 

With the guidance of teachers who are well equipped with their own iPad or 

Android tablets, classroom computers and short throw projectors, Ramona   

students have access to new laptops in their the science classrooms, Mac    

computers and Midi keyboards for composing and publishing their own musical 

compositions and designs, a class set of iPads, a well-equipped Maker Space, 

and a solar charging station designed and built by our Engineering students.  All 

this equipment is in addition to their own personal devices.  

 

New tools foster a different mindset. Ramona students are moving from        

consuming content to creating content. These 21st century learners access 

and analyze authentic letters and census data from the Civil War, record 

and evaluate their own singing, track their fitness, prepare presentations, 

annotate texts and share their ideas with their classmates, collaborate with 

their peers at Ramona or in classrooms around the world to design        

solutions to artistic, mathematical, social and scientific problems, program 

micro-processors to activate LED lights, practice listening to and speaking 

French, Spanish, or Mandarin, and submit assignments electronically—and 

that’s just a start.  

 

Neuroscience tells us that the most effective learning occurs when students 

are involved in a process of inquiry, reflection, and creation; technology 

makes this deep learning possible.  For Ileana Vasquez `16, who plans to 

major in science, a graphing website allows her to visualize and understand 

functions in Mrs. Curia’s AP Calculus BC class. She also enjoys the way Mrs. 

  

 

Ileana Vasquez ‘16 

...the most effective learn-

ing occurs when students 

are involved in a process 

of inquiry, reflection, and  

creation... 

Empowering Students to Live Meaningful, Engaged Lives 

 

Channing Orange ‘16 and Alissa Barrera ‘16 



  

Seager, her AP Chemistry and Physics teacher, uses Vernier lab quests, “It’s so 

cool because we can measure velocity, acceleration, pH, data from a spectrome-

ter—and easily transport the  results to the computer for further analysis. I like 

being able to use real data and apply what I’ve learned to the real world.”  

 

In Sister Daleen Larkin’s Theology class, Melanie Guardado`16 and 

her classmates use a class set of iPads “to research social justice 

topics and understand how they affect the US and countries 

around the world.” This access to global data on topics such as 

human trafficking changes and deepens the conversation.  Alyssa 

Duran’18 finds that doing projects such as creating iMovies “gives 

a different perspective” so she can “get deeper into what we 

learn.” 

 

Technology not only increases engagement in learning, it helps 

the busy days of Ramona students go more smoothly. Our teach-

ers note that communication in and out of class has become 

more effective. In addition, with some of her books on an iPad, 

Caroline Gonzalez `17 reports, “Now I don’t have to worry about 

forgetting my book at school or how heavy my backpack is. Even 

when I don’t get homework, which is very rare, I can review material on my de-

vice or even read ahead. When I took notes on an actual notebook, I would end 

up forgetting it at school. I no longer have to worry about that because all my 

notes are on my device!” 

 

The goal of technology integration—and all learning at Ramona—is to empower 

students to live meaningful, engaged lives. ASB President Lily Perales’ ’16      

reflection on the impact of technology on her experience encapsulates this   

value. She says, “When I learn about social justice issues in my theology class, I 

feel compelled to help. Now that I’m looking at colleges and thinking about 

possible career choices, I know for sure I want to make this world a better place! 

Everything I have learned at Ramona has prepared me to be not only a         

responsible citizen of this earth, but most of all, to be a friend to others and to 

share in the universal message of love.”  

 

  

  
 Emerging Leaders Conference Nominations Welcome  

 

Ramona is accepting nominations of middle school girls for our first Emerging Leaders’ Conference to be 

held on the Ramona campus June 20-24, 2016. 
 

We believe that every young woman has the potential to lead.  A true leader is not a bossy authoritarian 

who does all the work; a true leader is a compassionate, open-hearted listener who inspires others to col-

laborate to accomplish a mutual goal.  
 

At the Ramona Emerging Leaders Conference, student participants will hone their listening, speaking,   

collaborating, and planning skills in the company of like-minded friends under the mentorship of Ramona 

students and faculty. If you know a young woman who will be entering grades seven and eight in the fall 

of 2016, please consider nominating her for this remarkable opportunity. All accepted students will be the  

beneficiaries of a full scholarship to the program through a generous grant provided by the Sisters of     

the Holy Names Incorporated Province Ministries. Please contact Ms. Mary E. Mansell, Principal, at          

mmansell@ramonaconvent.org for more information.  

 

Sr. Daleen Larkin, SNJM, teaching Senior Theology 12 

mailto:mmansell@ramonaconvent.org


 

Ramona’s 125th Year in Review 
 

The 2014-15 school year was an exhilarating one as we celebrated the 125th Anniversary of      

Ramona Convent.  Over 500 guests joined Archbishop Jose Gomez in celebrating our 125th Anni-

versary Mass in October, which also saw the blessing of our new Blessed Mother Marie-Rose   

Durocher statue and a lovely historical retrospective of Ramona curated by the Anniversary    

Committee.   This wonderful gathering set the tone for the rest of the 125th Anniversary year as it 

provided us with the opportunity to reflect upon where we have been and where we want to go 

during our next 125 years in the San Gabriel Valley.     

 

To bring the celebrations to those who live at a distance, Ramona held nine regional Alumnae 

receptions to bring alumnae together in their love for Ramona.  These receptions were one of the 

many blessings the 125th Anniversary brought to our school community, as the stories shared by 

alumnae at each reunion demonstrated their deep affection for Ramona,  the Sisters of the Holy 

Names, and the lay teachers who provided them with the education and values that have made 

them who they are today.  Whether they used manual typewriters or iPads, the stories and the 

underlying values are the same: the vision of Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher has prevailed and is 

alive and well at Ramona today. 

 

In January, Ramona held its inaugural Ramona Leadership Symposium featuring Sister Simone 

Campbell, SSS, also known as “The Nun on the Bus.” Sister Simone spoke to a crowd of nearly 200 

guests  about economic justice, affordable health care and immigration reform, and how women 

are particularly impacted by these issues in her remarks titled "Faith in Action, Caring for the 

100%.”  After the event, Sister Simone met with the student body to share her stories and real-life 

experiences.  The students came away more informed about the hardships many women and  

children around the world face and the difficult choices these women and children are forced to 

make simply to survive. The Ramona students realize that they can be a catalyst for change both 

here and abroad. 

 

In March, Ramona introduced its hugely successful Alumnae Weekend! Designed to bring      

alumnae of all age groups and interests back to campus, Alumnae Weekend offered something 

for everyone.  From the Alumnae Happy Hour on Friday evening to the Saturday Seminars and 

Family Picnic on Saturday, and culminating with Ramona’s traditional Homecoming Mass and 

Luncheon on Sunday, every event was filled with happy alumnae enjoying their time back on cam-

pus.  It was not only a great way to celebrate Ramona Convent’s 125th Anniversary, but also 

something every alumna can look forward to every year!  

 

Our Anniversary year came to a close with our annual auction gala “La Fête!”  Held at the Casta-

way in Burbank, over 250 guests celebrated Ramona and danced the night away to music from the 

band “Ace.”  Thanks to the generosity of those in attendance, La Fête raised over $110,000 in   

support for Ramona and over $11,000 to supply the Science Building with new laptops through 

our Fund-an-Item paddle raise.   

 

Throughout the 125
th

 Anniversary year, Ramona was blessed by financial support from alumnae, 

current parents, past parents, corporations, foundations and other friends of the school.  Through 

their thoughtful generosity and belief in the power of a Ramona education, Ramona raised nearly 

$1.1 million in gifts and grants. 

  

To each and every donor to Ramona during the 2014-15 school year, please accept our heartfelt 

gratitude for your support and commitment to the school.  Your generosity allows Ramona to 

embrace new ideas and emerging opportunities, and as we begin our 126th year of educating 

young women, we hope you will remain a partner with us in transforming young girls into educat-

ed and confident young women ready to make a difference in their communities and the world.  

 

 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway & 

Archbishop Jose Gomez 

San Jose Alumnae Reception 

125th Mass Reception  

Historical Display 

Legacies & their moms at 

Senior Mother-Daughter Tea 

Marie Yeseta ‘05, Kristine 

Yeseta, Danielle Cendejas ‘00, 

Taryn Benarroch ‘01, Tessa 

Stecker ‘01, Jessica Zwall ‘88, 

Gerry Guzman ‘74 at La Fete 



2014-2015 Annual Report 

  

Marie-Rose Durocher 

 Awardee, Valerie Murguia ‘15 

Class of 1965 at  

Alumnae Weekend 

Christina Li ‘15 and Jessica 

Franco ‘15 

Commencement speaker, 

Tessa Stecker ‘01 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway, Emily 

Huerta ‘15 & Ms. Mary Mansell 

INCOME 2014-2015 
Tuition and Fees                         $2,670,838 
Tuition Assistance   $492,830 
Fundraising    $255,224 
Gifts and Grants   $840,761 
Investments    $228,975 
Auxiliary Income   $309,433 
Total                         $4,798,061 

EXPENSES 2014-2015 
Salaries and Benefits             $3,358,401 
Plant Operation/Maintenance  $385,099 
Administration    $170,120 
Development/Fundraising  $172,762 
Instructional/Student Activities  $171,444 
Insurance      $37,478 
Other       $76,297 
Total               $4,371,601 

 



 

As the excitement of the beginning of another school 

year permeated the campus a few months ago, so did 

a sense of loss and astonishment that an entire year 

had passed since the loss of beloved faculty member 

Carole Platz.  For more than 38 years, Ms. Platz taught 

thousands of Ramona students and oversaw their 

transformation from young girls to confident young 

women in her roles as teacher and Vice-Principal of 

Student Affairs.   

 

In response to her untimely passing and the positive 

impact she made in their lives, Ramona received    

numerous donations in memory of Ms. Platz from for-

mer students, colleagues, and friends that formed the foundation of the Carole Platz Memorial 

Scholarship Fund.  This spring, the family of Ms. Platz formally pledged  $100,000 to endow the 

Carole Platz Memorial Scholarship Fund and ensure financial support to deserving students 

who otherwise could not afford a Ramona education in perpetuity.  Through their thoughtful 

pledge of support, the Platz Family mirrors the dedication and commitment to Ramona and     

its students as did Ms. Platz throughout her career at Ramona, and for this we are eternally 

grateful.    

 

Thanks to the generosity of the donors to the Carole Platz Memorial Scholarship Fund and 

the Platz Family, young girls filled with academic promise will be able to attend Ramona and 

receive a transformative education that will remain with them throughout their lives.  With 46% 

of the 2015-16 student body receiving some level of tuition assistance, the Carole Platz Memo-

rial Scholarship Fund is a wonderful tribute 

to a much-admired member of the Ramona 

community that will assist students and their 

families in affording a Ramona education.    

 

Ramona looks forward to formally recognizing 

Ms. Platz each spring with the awarding of 

scholarships in her name, and for anyone 

wishing to honor Ms. Platz and the role she 

played during your time at Ramona, we hope 

you will consider making a gift to the Carole 

Platz Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Gifts to 

the Carole Platz Memorial Scholarship Fund 

can be made online at Ramona’s website or  

by contacting the Development Office at          

626-282-4151, ext. 130.    

 

 

A memorial prayer service was held at the                    

start of this school year. 

 

Carole gave the invocation at the                    

2014 Commencement Ceremony 

 



 

 

In July, approximately 300 Sisters of the Holy Names, Associates, and Lay Consecrated gath-

ered at the Embassy Suites Hotel near the Portland Airport for a Provincial Chapter.  These 

gatherings which occur every two to three years allow the opportunity to connect face to 

face (and virtually for those who cannot physically be present), to share common concerns, 

address issues important to the province and the wider SNJM community, while at the same 

time acknowledging that we are citizens of a global community.  Sister Simone Campbell, 

SSS, Executive Director of NETWORK, was keynote speaker for the event and her challeng-

ing address reinforced the message of Pope Francis' influential comments about global 

warming in Laudate Si’.  Sister Simone reminded listeners that women in religious life had 

historically led the charge to affect personal and global transformation and encouraged us 

as a group to take pro-environment action. Much of Chapter was devoted to discussion of 

environmental, economic, social and spiritual aspects of sustainable living.  Through various 

presentations and group discussions, the participants reaffirmed their commitment to    

personal and communal action on behalf of creation. Promises were made for individual 

actions to recycle, conserve water, and reduce our carbon footprint. 

 

Here at Ramona, every effort is made to take pro-environment actions.  In view of California’s 

drought, watering has been greatly reduced and a plan is in process to replace some of the cur-

rent vegetation with drought resistant plants.  Containers are placed around campus to recycle 

paper, cans and bottles.  All students have been given reusable canteens and the use of plastic 

water bottles throughout the campus is discouraged.  They are no longer sold in the snack bar 

or at various events.  The Peace and Justice Club is proactive in educating the school community; 

the girls who went to the Youth Justice Forum in Montreal are planning a special “Water Week” 

in order to keep these issues before all of us. 

 

We are very blessed to have four Sisters of the Holy Names and one Associate on the faculty at 

Ramona (Sisters Kathleen Callaway, Margaret Spiller ‘61, Daleen Larkin and Anna Keim; Associate 

-- Deb Drury).  For our liturgy celebrating Blessed Marie-Rose we were delighted to have Sisters 

Mary Ann Connell ‘50, Juliana Lucey ’43 and Miriam Mark ‘51 join us along with Sister Vera Ru-

otolo (former faculty member) and Sister Mary Leo Grijalva. Two Associates, Susie Hitchcock and 

Phyllis Merrill also joined us for Mass and a festive lunch afterwards. Maggie Averill and the four 

students who went to Montreal 

for the Youth Justice Forum also 

came to lunch and shared their 

experiences of the forum and their 

future plans for action here at 

school with the group. The forum, 

the third in the series, attracted 

dynamic young women leaders 

from 13 schools affiliated with the 

Sisters of the Holy Names. The 

delegates shared their thoughts in 

group presentations on pressing 

issues such as the trafficking in 

human beings, the right to safe 

drinking water, and migration of 

peoples. They also devoted a full 

day  to volunteering with one of 

six  local charitable organizations. 

 
 
 

As Citizens of the Global Community,  
the Concerns of Others Become Our Own Concerns 

 

 

Juniors Helen Cabrera and Carolina 

Barbosa with Sr. Mary Leo Grijalva 

First row l-r: Sr. Margaret Spiller ’61, Sr. Daleen Larkin, Phyllis Merrill, Sr. Leo Grijalva,           

Sr. Miriam Mark Eddy ‘52, Suzie Hitchcock 

Second row l-r: Maggie Averill, Sr. Vera Ruotolo, Mary Mansell, Sr. Anna Keim, Helen 

Cabrera ‘17, Sophia Reyes ‘18, Carolina Barbosa ‘17, Elisa Herrera ‘17,  Sr. Mary Ann    

Connell ‘50, Sr. Juliana Lucey ’43, Sr. Kathleen Callaway 

 

http://www.networklobby.org/people/simone-campbell-sss
http://www.networklobby.org/people/simone-campbell-sss
http://www.networklobby.org/


 

 

Joan Payden to Speak  
at Ramona Leadership Symposium  

 

Joan Payden, one of Los Angeles’s most prominent business 

and civic leaders, will share her thoughts on Entrepreneurship 

and Philanthropy at the Ramona Leadership Symposium on 

Tuesday, January 26, 2016, from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on the 

campus of Ramona Convent.   

 

Designed to inform and inspire leadership and service to others 

in the tradition of Blessed Mother Marie Rose Durocher and the 

charism of the Sisters of the Holy Names, the Ramona Leader-

ship Symposium is a component of Ramona’s commitment to instilling and nurturing dynamic 

leadership in each student that will last her lifetime. The Symposium brings leaders to Ramona’s 

campus to share their unique insights and experiences about events and trends that affect the 

everyday lives of people and shape the global community in which we live. In addition to her 

public engagement in the morning, Ms. Payden will meet with the entire student body after the 

Symposium in an engaging special assembly that will provide Ramona students the unique    

opportunity to interact with and learn from an outstanding CEO and philanthropist.    

 

Ms. Payden, CFA, is the President and Chief Executive Officer of Payden & Rygel, the global in-

vestment management firm that she founded in 1983.  Ms. Payden has overseen the firm’s inter-

national expansion and its growth to more than $95 billion in assets under management. In 1992 

the firm launched Payden & Rygel Investment Group, a family of mutual funds, of which she is 

chairman and chief executive officer. Subsequently many of these strategies were duplicated in 

UCITS funds domiciled in Ireland. In 1998 Payden & Rygel Global Ltd. was founded in London. At 

the same time, the firm established Metzler/Payden LLC, its joint venture with Metzler Bank,          

Germany’s oldest private bank. She is a member of the Payden & Rygel Investment Policy Com-

mittee and serves as chairman of the board.  

 

Throughout her career, Ms. Payden has been deeply involved with and given extensively to           

educational institutions and organizations that support underserved members of society.  She is 

a graduate of the Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School and earned a B.A. 

from Trinity College in Mathematics and Physics.  A longtime benefactor of Ramona Convent, 

Ms. Payden is a passionate advocate for education and serves on the board of visitors of the        

Anderson School of Business at UCLA, and is a trustee of the University of Southern California, 

Loyola Marymount University and Occidental College. She is also a member of the board of the 

Los  Angeles Sports Council, the California Chamber of Commerce, and the Natural History    

Museum of Los Angeles. She is past chairman of the Investment Counsel Association of America. 

 

Individual tickets for the Ramona Leadership Symposium are $40.00 each. Sponsorship packages 

begin at $500.00 and program ads begin at $150.00.  The Symposium will begin with breakfast 

from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. with Ms. Payden’s remarks starting at 8:00 a.m.  Proceeds from this 

event will go directly to the Ramona Convent Scholarship Fund. For more information on     

sponsorship opportunities, program ads, and reserving Symposium tickets, please contact      

Ramona’s Development Office at symposium@ramonaconvent.org or call (626) 282-4151 ext. 

130. 

 

 

 

mailto:symposium@ramonaconvent.org


  

 

Supporting Ramona  
 

As a member of the Ramona Convent family, you know from personal experience that a Ramona education 

makes a tremendous difference in the lives of our students by laying the foundation for the women they will 

become.  Each day at Ramona is transformative, and our graduates’ achievements and values are a testament 

to the outstanding curriculum and nurturing environment created in 1889 by the Sisters of the Holy Names 

and carried out today by our faculty and staff through the support of our benefactors.    

 

Entering our 126
th

 year of educating young women in the San Gabriel Valley, Ramona’s legacy of excellence 

and ability to embrace new ideas and opportunities remain dependent on the generosity of alumnae, current 

and past parents, foundations, corporations, and friends of the school.  With a gift to the Yellow Rose      

Annual Fund, you can provide Ramona the financial support needed to meet the evolving needs of our        

students, support the work of our outstanding faculty, and maintain our beautiful 19.25 acre campus that is 

second to none.   

 

The cornerstone of Ramona’s fundraising efforts, the Yellow Rose Annual Fund consists of donations that 

Ramona can use to address its greatest needs during the current school year.  As is the case with other Cath-

olic and private high schools, tuition does not cover the full cost of a Ramona education, so a gift to the   

Yellow Rose Annual Fund helps to bridge this gap and allows the school to maintain its commitment to 

excellence both inside and outside the classroom.   

 

By giving to Ramona, you take a leadership role in Ramona’s future and become a partner in our mission to 

graduate young women characterized by academic excellence, spiritual depth, moral strength and personal 

grace, open to the wisdom of other cultures, and prepared to lead and serve.  Please take a few moments to 

make your gift to Ramona and help our students benefit from everything a Ramona education has to offer.  

 

In addition to sending your gift in the mail, you can make your gift online using our secure giving page        

at www.ramonaconvent.org.  For those donors who wish to support Ramona through monthly gifts, please 

contact the Development Office at (626) 282-4151, ext. 130 to arrange to become a sustaining annual donor 

to Ramona.    

 

 

Every gift matters. 

  Every gift is appreciated.  

 Every gift helps a student at Ramona.   
 

 

http://www.ramonaconvent.org


 

  

Class Motto: “Ferus, Tener, Castus” 
(Fierce, Tender, Pure) 

DISTINCTIONS 
 

Life Membership 

Philomatheon Scholastic 

Honor Society:  21% 
 

National Honor Society 

Membership:  63% 
 

California Scholarship       

Federation (CSF): 
 

100% Life Membership:  48% 
 

Life Membership:  54% 
 

AP Scholars:  43% 
 

Service Hours:  11,631 

American University 

Arizona State University 

Biola University 

Brandeis University 

Chapman University  * 

Creighton University 

Fordham University, Lincoln Center Campus/Rose 

  Hill Campus 

George Mason University 

Gonzaga University 

Hofstra University 

Hollins University 

Holy Names University  * 

Indiana University, Bloomington 

Iowa State University 

The University of Iowa 

La Sierra University  * 

Loma Linda University 

Loyola Marymount University  * 

Loyola University - New Orleans 

Michigan State University 

Mount St. Mary’s College, Chalon  * 

New York University 

Northeastern University 

Northern Arizona University 

Northwestern University 

Oregon State University 

Pacific Union College 

Pennsylvania State University, University park 

Pepperdine University 

Pitzer College  * 

Regis College 

The State University of New York  * 

Saint Anselm College  * 

Saint Mary’s College of California  * 

Santa Clara University  * 

Santa Monica College  * 

Seattle University  * 

Seton Hall University 

Simpson University 

Sonoma State University 

St. John’s University, Manhattan Campus 

St. John’s University, Queens Campus 

Syracuse University 

Tuft University 

University of Arizona  * 

University of Cincinnati 

University of Colorado, Boulder 

University of La Verne  * 

University of New Hampshire 

University of New York 

University of Oregon 

University of the Pacific 

University of Portland 

University of San Diego   

University of San Francisco  *  

University of Southern California   * 

University of Washington 

Virginia Tech 

Whittier College  * 

Woodbury University 

 

POST-SECONDARY 

 EDUCATION 
 

     Accepted to a four-year 

college:   100%   
                              

ADMISSION 
 

     UC System & California 

State System:   40% 
 

     Catholic Colleges &    

Universities:   72% 
 

     Private Non-Catholic  

Institutions:   45% 

   

Berkeley  * 

Davis 

Irvine  * 

Los Angeles  * 

Riverside  * 

San Diego  * 

Santa Barbara 

Santa Cruz  * 

Channel Islands 

Chico 

East Bay 

Fullerton 

Humboldt   * 

Long Beach  * 

Los Angeles  * 

Monterey Bay 

Northridge  * 

Polytechnic, Pomona 

Polytechnic, San Luis  

   Obispo  * 

Sacramento 

San Diego 

San Francisco  * 

San Jose 

* graduates of the Class of 2015 are enrolled in these institutions 

Merit Scholarships earned for college: $6,397,369 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven years ago, Ramona began a new tradition, the Legacy Luncheon. On the first day of the new school year, alumnae                       

and their daughters who currently attend Ramona enjoy lunch together in the Junior Living Room. The alumnae moms                       

share memories of their high school days while their daughters gain a better understanding of Ramona “back in the day.”                       

So what does it mean to be a Ramona Legacy? Our four Legacies in the senior class were asked this question,                                        

and it is no surprise that their responses have common themes. 

 
“I have always wanted to be just like my mom, and I feel that getting to 

experience Ramona will make me a strong and independent woman.  

Ramona allows young girls to grow and spread their wings. I am so  

thankful that my mom decided to send me here. I am proud to be a Legacy 

because both my mom and I have received an incredible education.” 
 

                Katie Selko ’16, daughter of Nancy Carlucci Selko ‘80 
 

“As a legacy, I feel honored to walk in my mother’s footsteps. Knowing that 

I have had some of the same teachers and classes that my  mother had, 

makes me work even harder to make her proud. I hope  to send my daugh-

ter to Ramona so that she can become a strong and independent woman 

ready to transform the world, just like my mother and me.” 
 

     Ileana Vasquez ’16, daughter of Cynthia Maltez Vasquez ‘82 
 

“With my mother and sister as alumnae, I feel as though Ramona had been welcoming me into its tight-knit 

community even before I applied to the school. Ramona is my second home, my support system, and my 

greatest treasure.” 
 

     Lily Perales ’16, daughter of Adriana Yanez Perales ’83 
 

“Being a Ramona Legacy means that I have the honor of sharing the traditions my mom experienced and 

also keeping the legacy alive for generations to come.” 
 

     Desiree Montanez ‘16, daughter of Melissa Soto Aguilar ‘96 

Ramona Legacies with their Mothers 
 prior to the 2015 Commencement Ceremony 

 

Top Row (left to right): Maribelle Landa '92, Martha (Argaez) 

Melendrez '84, Jessica (Sanchez) Zwaal '88, Leticia Bugarin '84,  

Teresa (Burrola) Huerta '83, Katherine (Adanto) Keledei '81, Cindy 

(McKernan) Gomez '82 (not shown), and Desiree Sanchez '84 (RIP)  

Bottom Row (left to right): Sabrina Esqueda, Amy Melendrez, Julia 

Zwaal, Serena Sanchez, Amber Bugarin-Astillero, Emily Huerta, 

Jacqueline Gomez, Anna Keledei   

Ramona Legacies 2015 - 2016 
 

Melissa Soto Aguilar ‘96, daughter Desiree Montanez ‘16 

Yvonne Moreno Chau ‘90, daughter Krystal Chau ‘17 

Monica Maldonado Chin ‘78, daughter Alexis Chin ‘19 

Angelique D'Silva ‘98, daughter Madelyn Williams ‘19 

Elizabeth Ramirez Echeverri ‘90, daughter Emily Echeverri ‘18 

Nancy Gonzalez ‘97, daughter Hailey Barrientos-Gonzalez ‘19 

Jennifer Romero Mercado ‘92, daughter Amber Mercado ‘18 

Eugenia Solis Montoya ‘88, daughter Alexandra Montoya ‘19 

Adriana Yanez Perales ‘83, daughter Lily Perales ‘16 

Laura Valenzuela Romero ‘98, daughter Victoria Romero ‘19 

Nancy Carlucci Selko ‘80, daughter Katie Selko ‘16 

Josephine Aversa Valadez ‘86, daughter Megan Valadez ‘19 

Cynthia Edith Maltez Vasquez ‘82, daughter Ileana Vasquez ‘16 

Seniors Katie Selko, Desiree Montanez,        

Ileana Vasquez, and Lily Perales 

 

Madelyn Williams ‘19 with mom Angelique D’Silva ‘98, Mary E. Mansell, 

Laura Valenzuela Romero ‘98 with daughter Victoria Romero ‘19 



 

  

                 

 
 A Note from the Editor 

 

          
 

                                     

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ramona Convent’s Historic Building 
A Collection of Interior and Exterior Photographs 

 

During the summer prior to the Whittier Narrows Earthquake of October 1, 1987,  

Ramona alumna Terri Cardinali ‘70, took photos of the interior and exterior of the building, 

including many of the attic where so many seniors had “snuck up” to write 

 their names for future generations of Ramona alumnae to see. 
 

In honor of Ramona’s 125th Anniversary, these photos have been converted to a 

 17 minute-long DVD with a musical background which is available for purchase for $30.00. 
 

If you would like to purchase a DVD, please contact Julie Huntley ‘72,  

 at jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org or (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 
 

Enjoy reminiscing, or perhaps seeing for the first time, the building that embodied the artistry, 

 craftsmanship, and elegance of the era in which it was built. This building was home                                                      

and alma mater to generations of Ramona Convent alumnae. 

Thanks to technology, staying in touch with each other in the 21st century is 

much easier, and yet, much more difficult. These days, we stay connected 

through e-mail, Facebook, Linkedin, and Instagram, just to name a few. I 

have discovered that every group and age of Ramona alumnae have their preferred means of 

communication. The tricky part comes when trying to keep our alumnae up to date with the 

latest Ramona news. Ramona magazine is published twice a year in the spring and fall, our 

alumnae e-newsletter is sent monthly, you can discover upcoming events in the school news-

letter, and see our awesome collection of old (and not so old) pictures of the Ramona you 

love on Facebook (Ramona Convent Secondary School), hear about daily events on Twitter 

and we now have a Ramona Convent Alumnae Group on Linkedin.  Please take a minute 

and look at these various sites. Visit our Facebook page on Flashback Friday. You just might 

see pictures from your years at Ramona! Join our alumnae group on Linkedin.  I’m sure that 

one of these will appeal to the way you would like to stay involved with your alma mater! 

 

     Warm regards, 

     Julie C. Huntley ‘72 

     Director of Alumnae Relations 

 



 

      

 

We were very pleased with the response to our Alumnae & Friends Retreat that was held on Saturday, September 

26. This was the first alumnae event that was hosted by our newly-formed Alumnae Advisory Board. Our library   

provided the perfect venue, bright and airy, while outside it was very, very hot. Ramona alumnae from the 60's, 70's, 

80's, 90's, 2000's and 2010's were represented. Several of the alumnae brought friends and we were happy to     

welcome them to our beautiful campus. Thank you to presenter, Yvonne Hayden Bustamante '83 and the retreat      

committee: Lisa Boore Lambert '82, Roseanna Garcia '83, Trina Tinoco Yunker '93, Danielle Cendejas '00, and Marie 

Yeseta '05. Based on the positive comments on the evaluation, we will be doing this again!  

 

 

We are pleased to announce the formation of the Ramona Convent Alumnae  

Advisory Board. Created in June, it is comprised of eleven Ramona graduates who 

represent six decades. These women have committed themselves to the furthering 

of Ramona’s mission as we begin to grow a vibrant alumnae association.  Their  

purpose is to support Ramona as the school moves forward by creating new      

opportunities for alumnae to be engaged with each other and the larger Ramona 

community, and to touch and enrich the lives of not only Ramona alumnae, but also 

those of our current students. There is a two-year renewable term limit. The first 

task for the Board was the very successful Alumnae and Friends Retreat that was 

held on Saturday, September 26, 2015. 
 

The Alumnae Advisory Board members are: Sally McEachen ‘62, Jeanne Alcorn  

Houston ‘69, Terri Cardinali ‘70, Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82, Yvonne Hayden Bustamante 

‘83,  Roseanna Garcia ‘83, Angela Ludena DeCuir ‘85, Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93,    

Danielle Cendejas ‘00, Marie Yeseta ‘05, and Andrea Gochi ‘10. 

 

Responsibilities 
 

   Plan and staff Alumnae Retreat - September 26, 2015 

   Plan and staff Alumnae Weekend - March 4, 5, & 6, 2016 

   Plan and staff New Alumnae Induction Lunch - April 6, 2016 

   Participate in Ramona Alumnae Outreach Program (alumnae & recruitment activities) 

   Support RC fundraisers and events in person and/or financially and/or encourage other 

     classmates to do so. 
 

In the concept phase: 

   Ramona’s Story – Interview/Writing Team collecting alumnae remembrances 

   Ramona Alumnae Mentorship Program (RAMP)  to include current students, young  

     alumnae, possible resource for older alumnae changing careers. 

 

 

Front row l-r: Andrea Gochi ‘10, Terri Cardinali ‘70, 

Jeanne Alcorn Houston ‘69, Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93 

Back row l-r: Yvonne Hayden Bustamante ‘83, Sally 

McEachen ‘62, and Julie Huntley ‘72 

Not pictured: Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82, Roseanna 

Garcia ‘83, Angela Ludena DeCuir ‘85, Danielle 

Cendejas ‘00, and Marie Yeseta ‘05 



 

 

 

  

 Contact: 

Georgia Ellis Christian 

(323) 728-1844  

 

 will be held in conjunction with Alumnae Weekend 

Contact: 

Adina Roe Roberts 

adinadale@yahoo.com 

(818) 314-7695   

 

  Contact: 

Elizabeth Duron Hrovat 

elizhrovat@yahoo.com 

(626) 355-4158 

 

Contact: 

Kim Chanbonpin 

KChanbonpin@jmls.edu 

 (312) 386-3856 

Contact: 

Lisa Guerrero Perine 

lisag1120@hotmail.com 

(480) 559-1102 

 

ON-CAMPUS REUNIONS 
 

Class reunions are as diverse as the classes themselves!     

Typically they are held in late summer or early spring. Many 

classes celebrate at a private home or local restaurant the 

weekend of Ramona's Annual Alumnae Weekend celebra-

tion which is held the first weekend in March. Recently, many 

classes have been holding mini-reunions, which tend to be 

more impromptu and less formal. Whatever your class  

chooses to do, it's a good way to reconnect with former 

classmates! 

  

If you need to stick to a budget or just want to take a walk 

down memory lane, consider having your reunion here on 

campus. The Holy Family Room or Pavilion/Fountain area can 

accommodate different size gatherings and you will not have 

the time constraints or expense that renting a banquet room 

does. Some classes have celebrated by having a family picnic 

in Rose Heath. It all adds up to more time to spend with old 

friends. 

  

We want to support you in any way we can; howev-

er, organizing your reunion is the responsibility of the class. 

The Alumnae Office provides information, answers questions, 

makes caterer recommendations, and can connect you with 

other alumnae who have recently organized their own       

reunions. 

  

This is how we can help your reunion be a successful one: 

 Provide the class list for your invitation mailing. 

 Advertise the date in Ramona Magazine, the alumnae 
       e-newsletter, and on our website. 

 If you are having it here on campus, we will do the room 

set-up and arrange for access to the campus. 
 
For more information, please contact:  

  

Julie Huntley '72 

Director of Alumnae Relations 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

tel:%28323%29%20728-1844
mailto:adinadale@yahoo.com
tel:%28818%29%20314-7695
mailto:KChanbonpin@jmls.edu
mailto:KChanbonpin@jmls.edu
tel:%28312%29%20386-3856


 

 

 

 

Top Row (l to r):  Roanne Ross, Liz Figueroa, Olga Perez, Maria 

Maitino, Becky Sanchez. 

Middle row:  Jo Girard, Phyllis Mace, Ther Verdugo, Lisa Torna-

tore, Liz Gould, Anna Cordoba, Rosie Quinones, Bea Verdugo, 

Mary Cassidy, Gloria Sanchez, Debbie VandenBroek, Susan Siu 

Seated: Sue Green, Mary Donnelly, Juliet Gomez, Vickie Carone,       

Rosemarie Aviles, Debbie Sustayta 

The Class of 1975 Celebrates 40 Years 
 

The Class of 1975 took their 40th Reunion to LAS VEGAS the first      

weekend in October. Twenty-five classmates stayed at the SLS Hotel on 

the Strip and enjoyed a cocktail party and brunch and all that Las Vegas 

had to offer.  Lots of memories and photos and conversation took place 

over the three day celebration.  A committee of ladies who met up at the 

Alumnae Luncheon in March put the weekend together with the         

assistance of classmate and Las Vegas resident, Mary Cassidy Keith. The 

class even had their own logo for the weekend, courtesy of classmate 

and artist, Johanna Girard.  Two more mini reunions are planned for the 

ladies who couldn’t make it out to the desert.  If you are interested in 

attending, contact Ann Cordoba Bartoe at abartoe@msn.com. 
 

             Contributed by Mary Cassidy Keith ‘75 

The Class of 1985  
Commemorates 30 Years 

 

The Class of 1985 celebrated their 30 year reunion with a two-day celebra-

tion. On Saturday, July 25, 2015, forty alumnae and eight guests gathered 

at Seta Restaurant in Whittier. It was an enjoyable evening of delicious 

food, dancing, and reminiscing. The event was a huge success and much 

fun was had by all! 

 

The following day, sixteen alumnae plus moms and families reunited on 

the grounds of Ramona Convent for a Communion ceremony, school tour, 

and refreshment social. The attendees shared their memories and great 

experiences, and gave credit to Ramona’s outstanding education and  

positive influence as having helped to shape them into the women they 

are today. Not surprising, many friendships that began at Ramona are still 

flourishing after 30 plus years! 

 

Thank you to all who attended, to Deacon Richard Boucher, to the       

committee who helped put the event together, and a very special thank 

you to Julie Huntley, our Ramona alumnae connection. 
 

                                                                  Contributed by Sylvia Moreno ‘85 

Returning to Ramona campus for Sunday event 

Saturday evening event in Whittier 

mailto:abartoe@msn.com


 

 

Nancy Everett Roell ‘56 teaches math at San Antonio College. 

She has fifteen grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
 

Sr. Miriam Malone ‘63 is celebrating her Golden Jubilee as a 

Sister of the Holy Names next April. 
 

Janette Torassa Brown ‘70 has a new position as Assistant 

Vice Provost, Emeriti Center at USC. She has five darling grand-

children ranging from 11 months to 16 years old. 
 

Allison Marshall Picard ‘76 accepted a job as Assistant       

General Manager for Employee Relations for BART so that she 

could live closer to her daughter and two granddaughters. 
 

Cynthia Gurrola Washington ‘93 was promoted to Branch 

Manager of America First Credit Union in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 

Natalie Camunas ‘05 is currently performing in "Seven Spots 
on the Sun" playing at Pasadena’s The Theatre @ Boston 
Court.  Natalie attended USC after Ramona, and USC just had 
her back to speak about how USC influenced  her and her  
experience in the film industry. 
 

Kathleen Teves ’06 received her M.D. from Eastern Virginia 

Medical School. She is currently a Resident Physician at UC Riv-

erside. She received her B.S. in Neurobiology from UC Irvine. 

 

Annelise Hagar ‘10 graduated from Boston College with a 

Master’s (with Distinction) in Sociology. Her B.A. is in Hispanic 

Studies and Sociology. During the summer, she volunteered as 

a photographer with Fundacion EnVia in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
 

Jessica Palomo ‘10 graduated from Syracuse University in May 

of 2014 with a B.A. in History and Writing. She has spent the 

last year in Spain on a postgraduate fellowship as a Language 

and culture Assistant for the Ministry of Education. 
 

Michelle Carillo ‘11 earned a B.S. in Psychology with a concen-

tration in Behavioral Neuroscience from St. Mary’s College of 

California. 
 

Joan Chou ‘11 was awarded a B. S in Physiological Science 

from UCLA. She is working as a substitute teacher at Ramona. 
 

 

Fatima, daughter of Daniel and Monica Carlos Tellalian ‘89 

 
In August, a few of the women from the Class of 2000 got together  

with their little ones (and not so little one). 
 

Top row l-r: Jessica Monge Coria (Program Officer at First 5 LA, soon to be mother of Baby Monge Coria due November 

2015), Contessa Gutierrez Ruiz (Clinician at Private Agency and Professor at Azusa Pacific University - mother of Mackenzie 

Ruiz), Veronica Bacio Fernandez (Associate Director of Enrollment & Public Relations at Ramona Convent - mother of       

Stephen Fernandez) 
 

Bottom row l-r: Andrea Ramirez (Database and Operations Supervisor for Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles and Co-Owner 

of Salud y Alegria Wellness Center in El Sereno), Stephanie Interiano Spicer (Community Relations Manager for Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power), Erica Gallardo Gomez (Self-Employed owner of a bookkeeping business and Co-Owner 
of Acting School for Children - mother of Luna Gomez), Veronica Sanchez Soto (Area Supervisor for McDonalds, mother of 
Isabella Soto), and  Christina Toapanta Lopez (Project Coordinator for the Chevron Account at CBRE - mother of Marina 
Lopez)  



 

 

Cecilia Gudeman Haupt ‘36 

Kathleen Quinn Chester ’39, aunt of Dixieanna Fairchild Girard ‘51 

Mary Catherine Crawford ‘47 

Jeanette Van Muyson Ward ‘53 

Maureen Lamers Boyle ‘55 

Sister Mary Mackessey, SNJM ‘56 

Antoinette Jordan Elliott ’58, sister of Therese Jordan Koehler ’62  

Susan Taylor Quinn ‘61 

Mary Morgan Merlino ‘59 

Mary Harrigan Liapis ‘67, daughter of Mildred Guindon Harrigan ‘38 (RIP) 

Joan Maimone Schlaifer ‘67 

Elizabeth Walsh Weinberg ’72, sister of Corinne Walsh Scott ‘73 

Kathleen Johnson Austin ‘74 

Vivian Jimenez Beutel ‘92 

 

 

Dorothy Doran, mother of Theresa Doran Champlin ‘71 

Sister Mary Elizabeth Doherty (Sister Miriam Edward), SNJM 

(former faculty) 

Josefina Esquivel, mother of Blanca Esquivel Munoz ’79; grandmother  

of  Ashley Munoz ’04 and Bianca Munoz ‘11 

Sister Mary Christine Fleitz, SNJM (former faculty) 

Austin Gorrell, son of Gina Lotito Gorrell ’79, nephew of Mary Ann  

Lotito Knight ’79 and Diana Lotito Gorrell ‘82; grandson of Nancy           

Giacomelli Lotito ‘56 

Sister Mary Anselm, SNJM (former  faculty) 

Eleanor Lamer, sister-in-law of Sister Rose Frances Lamer, SNJM (RIP) 

(former faculty) 

Margaret Mace, mother of Maureen Mace St. Clair ’67, Marilyn Mace 

Cooper ’68, and Phyllis Mace ’75; grandmother of Shannon Mace ‘98 

Margaret Manocchio, mother of Nancy Manocchio Chatelain ‘78 

Salvatore Piangenti, father of Carla Piangenti Aranda ‘86 

Phillip Rozok, husband of Lisa Ballard-Rozok ‘78 

Virginia Silbernagel Pulster, mother of Mary Anne Silbernagel Lowe 

’57, Patricia Silbernagel Kane ’62, Marjory Silbernagel McCreight ’66 

(RIP), and Joan Silbernagel Moye ‘69 

Donald Somers, husband of Nancy De Cuir Somers ‘51 

Efren Tinoco, father of Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93 

Eva Valencia, mother of Linda Srulevitch (former faculty) 

Father Christian Woerz 

Raymond Zabala III, son of Michele Garcia Zabala ‘79 

Anna Zenzola, mother of Marylu Zenzola ‘85 

 



Fall Play 

November 13 & 14, 2015 

Open House 

Saturday, November 21, 2015 

Fall Concert 

Friday, December 4, 2016 

Home for the Holidays 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Leadership Symposium 

Tuesday, January 26, 2016 

Alumnae Weekend 

March 4, 5, & 6, 2016 

Spring Play 

April 22 & 23, 2016 

Spring Concert 

April 29, 2016 

La Fete Gala 

Saturday, April 30, 2016 
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