


 
 
 

 
President 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

Callaway@ramonaconvent.org 

 

Principal 

Mary E. Mansell 

mmansell@ramonaconvent.org 

 

Director of Alumnae Relations/Editor 

Julie C. Huntley ‘72 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Photo: 

Madeline Karam ’18 and Kathleen Ngo ’18 

Photo by: Veronica Bacio Fernandez ’00 

 

Photos:  

Terri Cardinali ‘70 

Julie Huntley ‘72 

Veronica Bacio Fernandez ‘00 

  

Student photographers:  

Kathleen Ngo ‘18 

Lydia Nunez ‘19 

Megan Valadez ‘19 

Michael Viramontes (Don Bosco Tech ‘17) 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

        

 MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

 

 

Ramona Convent, a welcoming and inclusive Catholic  

college-preparatory high school sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names  

of Jesus and Mary, graduates young women characterized by  

academic excellence and spiritual depth, open to the wisdom of  

other cultures and prepared to lead and serve  

in an evolving interdependent world. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
SNJM  

CORE VALUES 
   

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

is published twice a year by 

Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

Alhambra, California 91803 

(626) 282-4151 

(626) 281-0797 (fax) 

www.ramonaconvent.org 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 

we have eliminated the multiple copies of    

mailed to each household. Please 

contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151   

ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra copy 

or if you would prefer to receive your copy   

electronically.  

 

Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 

most accurate and up-to-date information in all 

of our publications. However, unintentional errors 

may appear. As a result, we ask you to contact 

the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  

the event that there are any factual errors. We will 

correct these errors in the next publication. We 

appreciate the interests and concerns of our 

readers and welcome any assistance toward 

achieving our goals. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

This summer, four of us had the incredible experience of touching our SNJM roots and 

immersing ourselves in the mission and charism of Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher.  Mary 

Mansell, Laura Dumas, Angelica Seager, and I joined faculty, staff, and administrators   

from six other SNJM schools for a week-long pilgrimage to Montreal, Longueil, and    

nearby villages.  Although I personally had visited these places before, sharing the        

experience with friends and colleagues gave new meaning to the words “bringing our 

charism to life.”  A feeling of pride and excitement burned inside of me as our van drove 

down Rue St-Charles, and I could point and say “There it is. There’s the Foundation House; 

that’s where it all began.”  An entire day was spent in the Foundation House and at the 

Congregation House next to where Mother Rose’s bedroom is preserved as it was; the 

chapter room where the sisters gathered is preserved; artifacts from those early days are 

still in place. 

 

Another day was spent along the Richelieu River, visiting those places which were part of 

the life of Blessed Marie-Rose.  This region is fairly rural and bordered by small villages; 

French is the predominant language.  As we followed in her footsteps from her birthplace 

in Saint-Antoine, to Saint-Denis where she spent two years in boarding school, to Beloiel 

where she lived at the rectory and ministered as a lay woman for twelve years, to the 

churches and villages that were part of her life, we definitely had the feeling that Marie-

Rose belonged to the people — she was their saint.  At each of the places we pilgrims 

stopped, we were warmly greeted with loving hospitality. 

 

While truly a diverse group, it was evident that we were united in the same heritage and 

charism. The days together gave us time to get acquainted and build relationships across 

school boundaries, to share activities in our respective schools related to the charism and 

key values of the Sisters, and to garner new ideas to bring back and implement at our 

own schools.  Celebrations such as Rose Week, ways of telling our story, and emphasis on 

service and justice projects were common across all sites.  Each of us returned home more 

fully committed to our mission in the spirit of Marie-Rose to Go Forth, Cast Fire, and    

Liberate Life. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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Dear Ramona Community, 

 

One of the great pleasures of being part of an educational community is 

the ability to celebrate the new year twice — once when school starts in  

August and again in January with the start of the calendar year. What a 

blessing to have two fresh starts each year!  

 

At the opening of every school year, we welcome a new class of young 

women, savor long-standing traditions, develop new rituals, and imple-

ment an academic program that is innovative in approach and traditional 

in values.  

 

Our newest freshmen, the Class of 2021, form the largest incoming class in almost 10 

years. A remarkable group of scholars, leaders, athletes, altar servers, artists, and actors, 

they have already experienced the power of developing friendships with God and their 

peers during their traditional Freshman overnight retreat. Four short years from now, they 

will enjoy Senior Sunrise and Senior Sunset, popular new traditions that unite the seniors 

as they celebrate the milestones of the beginning and the end of the senior year.  

 

During their Ramona journey, all of our students grow intellectually, develop a personal 

relationship with God, serve others, cultivate life-long friendships, increase their confi-

dence, learn to lead, discover new interests and talents, and laugh a lot.  And, if they are 

typical high school students, they might bump into disappointments and shed a few    

tears along the way. But those moments are learning experiences too. Our students, as 

they always have, thrive in this special environment that helps them set high standards   

for themselves. They take on the challenges of adolescence, knowing that talented,      

passionate, and caring teachers, counselors, and staff will support them.  

 

The articles in this issue of Ramona magazine highlight the many accomplishments of our 

recent graduates and the academic innovations that are preparing all of our students for 

their futures. We are excited by the potential of the design skills students learn in the  

MakerDen, the critical thinking and research skills they acquire through the AP Capstone 

course sequence, and the leadership skills that develop with the myriad of curricular and 

co-curricular opportunities offered on campus. 

 

Whether you celebrate a new year now or in January, may your year be one of blessings, 

love and hope.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 
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Making the Skills and  

Creativity Available to All 
 

Welcome to Ramona's Makerspace 2.0 -- newly    

christened as the MakerDen. Here, students learn that 

Invention is the heart of the human experience. We no 

longer believe “If I think, therefore I am,” but more “If I 

make, therefore I am.” This space is offered to harness 

our students innate creative abilities and to provide 

authentic opportunities towards building hands        

on skills with tools, electronics, CAD/CAM, coding, 

design, thinking and the ability to embrace failures   

as the quickest way to success.  

 

Every tool and machine is safety banded with an    

access level 1-5. With Level 4 and 5 machines requir-

ing specific training for safety and appropriate use.   

 

With the rapid growth of both community and       

academic Makerspaces nation wide, Ramona is on  

the forefront of this growth by being one of three     

all-girls’ schools in California to have their own      

dedicated Makerspace.  

 

 

1. East Wall  

DEWALT compound miter saw, Delta drill press, 

Shopbot CNC 

 

2. Southeast Wall  

       6” grinder, Jet 14” band saw, Handibot portable 

CNC 

 

3.   Southwest  Wall 

      Cricut Air, Roland GX24 Vinyl Cutter, large form   

      laminator, ULS 50 Watt laser 

 

4. Southwest Corner 

      2 - Prusa MX2 3D printers, 1 - Makerbot Replicator 

      3D printer, 1 - Afinia H400 3D printer, Vexor 8 in 1 

      heat press 

 

5. West Wall 

      Hand tool and hardware peg board 

 

6. North Wall 

      Singer sewing machine and Brother serger 

 

Not pictured:  electronics including arduino  

microcontrollers 

6 
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MS. DEB DRURY was awarded the prestigious Durocher Medal at Ramona’s 

commencement exercises. In 1975, the Durocher award was created to       

recognize individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the 

Church, the civic community, and Ramona Convent through their leadership 

and service.  Ms. Drury is a leader who exemplifies Ramona's mission and   

philosophy. Her commitment to our school, our sports program and the PE 

department spans thirty-three years. Long after volleyball or basketball games 

are over and the teams and fans are headed home for a hot dinner, Deb is 

packing up the score board and table in the gym, locking up, and making sure 

things are ready for the next day. Her vision and commitment are not just to 

the sports program but to the well-being of all of our students. She was the 

impetus for the installation of our fitness room and wrote the grant which 

paid for the software to track and record the girls' progress when they work 

out. To Deb, PE is not just about learning to play team sports, but rather about 

being fit for life. 

 

MRS. AULIKKI FLAGAN, long-time Ramona science teacher and Robotics 

mentor, will spend six months in Finland this winter as a Fulbright Scholar. She 

will study the remarkable Finnish educational system, with particular focus on 

how the country has achieved gender equity. She plans to investigate the 

Finnish partnerships between high schools and universities that promote    

student success. Her goal upon her return to the US and Ramona is to “raise 

awareness and interest in pursuing engineering studies among young women 

at Ramona, and through conference presentations and workshops, to help 

teachers around the nation in their efforts to reveal the art of engineering  

design and analysis to their students. My base will be the Centre for          

Continuing Education at the University of Helsinki where I will observe the 

Finnish innovative practices in the disciplines I teach, science, engineering,  

and technology. I will also explore the Finnish teacher training school and talk 

to teacher trainers to get first-hand information about theories and methods, 

then visit high schools to see the methods in practice. I look forward to      

applying what I learn to my teaching and to sharing it with teachers around 

the state and the nation.”   
 

Ms. Flagan is one of a small, select group of Fulbright scholars. As President 

Niinisto of Finland stated, “Through the Fulbright program, we are sending 

more of our best and brightest to Finland, forging lasting connections        

between Americans and Finns. 

 

MRS. JUDY ALVAREZ, Theology Teacher and Director of International       

Student Life, attended the Eileen Ludwig Greenland National Bearing Witness 

Summer Institute sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League in Washington 

D.C. this summer. During this six-day intensive study, she joined Catholic 

school educators from across the United States to gain understanding, skills, 

and resources to bring lessons of anti-Semitism, the Holocaust, and modern-

day prejudice to sophomore theology students. She says, “Given the origins of 

the Church in ancient Judaism and the Church’s commitment to inter-religious 

dialogue, sophomore theology students will have opportunities for discussion 

of issues related to anti-Semitism and the need for on-going dialogue and 

reconciliation.” Mr. Francois Laborie, also teaching sophomore  theology,   

previously participated in the Bearing Witness program in Los Angeles. 



  

SEARCHING ONLINE, a Ramona student will find not 

one but thousands or even millions of answers to any 

question. Some of those answers may be accurate;     

others, completely false. Thus, learning how to conduct 

high-level research, evaluate sources, and formulate 

thoughtful arguments has become an essential skill for 

21
st
 century learners. 

 

Most graduates remember learning the steps of writing  

a research paper in their social studies classes with the 

help of teachers such as Mr. Lee or Mr. Gray.  And, while 

students still agonized over required deadlines, alumnae 

frequently express their gratitude for teachers who insist-

ed on their development as critical thinkers and writers. 
 

Through two new programs at Ramona, the Amy Biehl 

Foundation Project and the Advanced Placement      

Capstone Program, students work with teacher mentors 

to extend their research capacities through independent, 

interdisciplinary research on topics they feel passionate 

about.  
 

The Amy Beihl Foundation Project seeks to develop high 

school students’ awareness of compelling global and 

local human rights issues and their sense of social      

responsibility, particularly with respect to education    

and safety for women and girls. Through the leadership 

of Theology instructor Amanda Argueta ’11, Ramona  

students research and produce an extensive research 

paper, similar to a college thesis, that showcases their 

findings on a human rights topic. She notes, “I am hon-

ored to engage the girls in a critical dialogue about the 

 

Students Think Deeply  

through Independent Research   

complexity between human rights and international law   

as well as foster their ardent interest in advocacy within 

academia.”   
 

Allison Hernandez ’17 (“Child Marriages in the United 

States and Beyond”) and Paula Zepeda ’20 (“Illegal         

Immigration in America”) recently presented their research 

at a conference at Whittier College.  Allison reflected on 

the experience: “I feel truly accomplished. What I learned 

when researching my topic of child marriages is like an 

analogy for uncovering a mystery.  I, the detective, had to 

research my sources to confirm whether my evidence was 

factual.” 
 

The AP Capstone Program also offers Ramona students a 

way to explore academic and real-world questions from 

different disciplines and from multiple perspectives. Dr. 

Matthew Carrillo-Vincent, English Department Chairperson, 

is launching the program this year with a group of juniors. 

In the first class in the sequence, AP Seminar, students    

will collaborate on teams to design, plan, and conduct   

research-based investigations and present them in a      

variety of formats.   

 

Dr. Vincent states, “This summer, I was fortunate to partici-

pate in a week-long  Summer Institute for AP Seminar. The 

training, held just south of Boston in Bridgewater, MA, 

brought together educators from all over the globe,      

including teachers from  Colombia, Kazakhstan, and      

Australia.”  He is looking forward to helping  students    

develop research questions and investigate complex,    

multi-faceted issues. 

Linda Biehl,  Allison Hernandez ‘17, and  Amanda Argueta ‘11 

Dr. Matthew Carrillo-Vincent 



 



 

  

 

Members of the Class of 2017 pose with their Ramona (real life) sisters 
 

Front l-r: Kyrene Beltran, Carolina Barbosa, Reanna Salvador, Emma Frias, Erica Smith, and Allison Hernandez 

Rear l-r: Alexis Beltran ‘13, Carina Barbosa ‘13, Shanna Salvador ‘10, Jezabel Chavez Navarro ‘12, Kaylin Smith 

‘20, and Aimee Hernandez ‘14 

 

 WE WERE HONORED to welcome as our commencement guest   

speaker, Kim Chanbonpin '95, who is a professor at the John Marshall 

School of Law at the University of Chicago.  Ms. Chanbonpin shared   

stories of her six years at Ramona and the insight she has gained since.  

 

      “As a Ramona graduate, I walked into my college classes with         

confidence in my ability to think critically, to clearly articulate my  

ideas in words and in writing, and also with the humility to admit 

when I needed to do more work.  And remember that last part. You 

are not as smart today as you will be next year. You are smarter than  

you were last year. Your brain does not contain a fixed unit of 

knowledge.  It is infinite in its elasticity, which means that you are  

limitless in your power and ability to learn.  Remember that when   

you face the first challenge to your intelligence after graduation, 

whether it happens in a class or at work or at the dinner table, and 

don’t give up.”   
 

                ~Kim Chanbonpin ‘95 



  

SEEKING DEEPER UNDERSTANDING of the life and  

vision of SNJM foundress Mother Marie-Rose Durocher, 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, President; Angelica Seager,  

Science Department Chairperson; Laura Dumas ’89,  Di-

rector of Student Activities; and Mary Mansell, Principal, 

journeyed to Longueuil, Canada, in July.  

 

Their pilgrimage included explorations of significant sites 

in Mother Marie-Rose’s life, prayer, reflection, story-

telling and delicious meals. Experiencing warm Holy 

Names hospitality, forging friendships with educators 

from SNJM high schools across North America,  and 

meeting Mother Marie-Rose on the holy ground of her 

life strengthened their commitment to the mission of 

Holy Names education.  

 

Highlights included travel along the Richelieu River to the 

location of Marie-Rose Durocher’s family home where 

she was first inspired to found a religious community 

dedicated to educating young girls. The group also visit-

ed and prayed at the Foundation House where the first 

Holy Names school was established by Marie-Rose and 

her friends; the Congregation House, which includes the 

Marie-Rose Center and Museum, the chapel, Mother  

Marie-Rose’s bedroom, and the Archives; Mother Marie-

Rose’s tomb; and  many other important sites. Laura    

Dumas ’89 states, “Attending the pilgrimage was one of 

the best decisions of my professional career. As a product 

of SNJM schools since the first grade, I have heard many 

stories about Mother Marie-Rose. However, there was 

nothing like literally walking in her footsteps and being 

immersed in her life experiences accompanied by my     

co-workers and other educators from SNJM schools. I  

was truly touched emotionally and spiritually.” 

 

According to Angelica Seager, “Visiting the Congregation 

House and the sites along the Richelieu River was a beau-

tiful experience. We were able to see the historical sites in 

Marie-Rose’s life, join with others from our sister schools 

and experience the welcoming, loving spirit of the SNJM 

Sisters and their associates. As the week progressed, the 

presence of a loving, welcoming God, calling first Mother 

Marie-Rose, her friends, and then us as pilgrims, moved 

me. The spirituality I experienced felt very  comfortable…

as if a warm blanket were put on me when I was unaware. 

Highlights for me were on the third day when the bells   

of Mont-Saint Hilaire were rung just for us as pilgrims  

and when we took a dramatic, windy hike to Lac Hertel, 

the site of the closing ceremonies of The Great Mission, a 

pivotal moment in Mother Marie-Rose’s life. “ 

 

Ramona Leaders Join Pilgrimage to Longueuil 

SNJM Congregational House 

Longueil, Quebec 

Final resting place of Blessed Marie-Rose 

at the Co-Cathedral of St. Antoine in  

Longueil, Quebec 

SNJM Archives 

Laura and Angelica viewing documents 

of the early history of SNJM schools 



  

Remember! Rejoice! Renew!   
 

The Sisters of the Holy Names will celebrate 150 years in California. 

IN THE LIVES of both individuals and institutions, when   

significant milestones have been reached, it is customary 

to pause and reflect on the chain of events that have led 

to the present moment in time. Three years ago Ramona 

spent an entire year celebrating 125 years of educating 

young women.  In 2018, the Sisters of the Holy Names  

will celebrate another significant anniversary: 150 years 

since the first Sisters arrived in California, having made 

the long and perilous journey from Montreal.  In 1868, a 

trip of such magnitude meant sailing down the east coast, 

travelling across the Isthmus of Panama in a variety of 

conveyances, and then boarding another ship to continue 

the journey up the west coast. 

 

The May 10, 1868 arrival in San Francisco and the hospi-

tality of the  Sisters of Mercy while the weary travelers 

awaited  Father Michael King’s arrival from Oakland are 

legendary and memorialized throughout California each 

year with the celebration of Strawberry Day. This year will 

be no exception!  Commencing in Oakland at the Kaiser 

Building (the original sight of the first convent) on May 

10, 2018, a series of celebrations has been planned to last 

for several months. Further details will be forthcoming; 

however, these are the dates for the celebrations: May 18, 

2018 (Saint Anthony in San Gabriel), October 6, 2018 (the 

Cathedral in Oakland), TBD (St. Monica, Santa  Monica) 

March 9, 2019 (St. Mary, Los Gatos).  It is our hope that 

alumnae, friends, ministry partners, parishioners, and fam-

ilies will be able to join us for which ever celebration is 

most convenient. 

 

The theme for the year is Remember, Rejoice, Renew. We   

invite you to join us in remembering our 150 years of       

ministry throughout California, the Sisters who taught  

you or with whom you worked, as well as significant 

events during those years.  Rejoice with us as we thank 

God for the many blessings which have been ours since 

1868. Finally, please take this opportunity to renew your 

acquaintance with the Sisters of the Holy Names.  

  

 

Please note: If you would like any information about a     

particular Sister, please feel free to contact Sister Kathleen 

at callaway@ramonaconvent.org.  



 

 

 

This school year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of a beloved tradition, the annual        

Father Daughter Dinner Dance.  We invite you to join us and help celebrate this          

milestone. Alumnae are welcome to bring their fathers, grandfathers, uncles, godfathers, 

sons, brothers, and/or nephews. Or even solo! The dance will be held on Friday,              

November 17th at Almansor Court in Alhambra. Tickets are priced at $50 a person.  The 

night will consist of dinner, dancing, and the ever-popular dance competition.    
 

Please contact Genevieve Cerda ’01 at gcerda@ramonaconvent.org 

 or 626-282-4151 ext. 113 for more details.  

mailto:gcerda@ramonaconvent.org


  

After more than 125 years of educating and empowering    

young women, we are genuinely touched by our alumnae and 

friends who believe deeply enough in our mission to give on     

a regular monthly basis. In fact, members of this special     

group of supporters are truly GEMs in our eyes. Their belief in 

Ramona’s mission has led them to become monthly donors. 

Their recurring contributions of all sizes help to provide vital 

funds, meaning that our vision continues to grow and flourish. 
 

We ask you to consider becoming one of these exceptional   

individuals, and join the GEM Society.  

 
$5.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $60.00 

 

$10.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $120.00 
 

$20.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $240.00 
 

$40.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $480.00 
 

$50.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $600.00 

 

As a GEM who Gives Every Month, you will enjoy: 

 Hassle-free monthly donations from your credit card. 

 The knowledge that your donation is put to work immediately. 

 An annual statement provided for tax purposes. 

 The ability to change or suspend your donations at any time. 
 

It’s easy to sign up. 
 

Sign up online! 

1. First, go to our secure site: www.ramonaconvent.org/support/donate 

2. Next, fill out our simple form 

3. Then, under Payment Options, choose the “recurring” option 

      Click the proceed button 
 

Or want to donate by mail? 

Simply fill out the envelope included in this magazine and mail back to Ramona.   

Be sure to mark the “I would like to become a member of the GEM Society” option. 
 

Need help or have additional questions? 

Please contact Genevieve Cerda ’01 at 626-282-5141 ext. 113 or gcerda@ramonaconvent.org 

Thank you for your support. 

https://www.habitat.org/donate/?link=4


  

Join us for our 4
th

 Annual Leadership Symposium 

featuring 
 

Ramona Alumna from the Class of 1974 

Marla Provencio 
“Heels and the Corporate Ladder” 

 

     Marla Provencio is both well-known and beloved in the marketing entertainment industry.  She was the 

longtime marketing head for ABC, having worked her way up from a production coordinator in on air    

promotion for ABC back in 1979.  Throughout her time at ABC she helped to ensure successful launches   

of many of their hit series, such as “Modern Family,” “How to Get Away with Murder,” “Lost,” “Grey’s     

Anatomy,” and “Desperate Housewives,” just to name a few.  She is now on to her next adventure in a   

position designed specifically for her, chief creative strategist, for Lussier, an entertainment marketing firm.  

In 2008-2009 Marla received an Emmy for outstanding creative achievement in interactive media for 

“Lost’s” Dharma Initiative.  This year PromaxBDA honored her with their Lifetime Achievement 

Award. Throughout Marla’s 35+ years of experience as a marketing guru in the entertainment industry, she 

has truly shown what it takes to throw on some stylish heels and move her way up the corporate ladder.   

  

Friday, January 26, 2018 
Breakfast and Networking: 7:30 a.m.  

Program: 8:00 a.m. 
 

Ramona Convent Campus 

1701 W. Ramona Road – Alhambra, CA 91803 

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

$1,000 Gold – One table of eight (Premier Placement) 

Full page ad 

Recognition at the Symposium  

Recognition on invitations 
 

$750 Silver – ½ table - four tickets 

Half page ad 

Recognition at the Symposium 

Recognition on invitations 
 

$500 Bronze - two tickets 

Half page ad 

Recognition at the Symposium 

Recognition on invitations 
 

PROGRAM ADS 

Half Page (4.5” x 3.5”)-$25 

Full Page (4.5” x 7.5”)-$50 

 

For more information, contact Genevieve Cerda ‘01 at 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 113 or gcerda@ramonaconvent.org 
 

All proceeds from this event will benefit the Ramona Scholarship Fund. 



 

RAMONA ALUMNAE OFTEN speak about the legacy of Ramona and how Ramona has impacted their lives. While your 

view of “legacy” may depend somewhat upon when you graduated, there is a consistency in the message: educational 

excellence, the impact of the Sisters of the Holy Names, their mission and charism, and the emphasis on justice, service, 

and concern for others.  Maintaining and enhancing the long-term stability and growth of Ramona into the future is  

critical; planned gifts will play a major role in this endeavor.  In addition, your legacy in terms of a planned gift can be 

directed to support Ramona while providing you with a combination of tax and financial benefits.   

The well-known American poet Maya Angelou has said: “I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s 

mitt on both hands. You need to be able to throw something back.”  There is a creative and relatively simple way that you 

can give back to Ramona by naming your alma mater as the beneficiary of your will, 

trust, or life insurance policy.  It is not uncommon for alumnae to name Ramona as a 

partial beneficiary while taking care of their children and grandchildren. This can be 

done with a designated dollar amount or a  percentage of your estate’s value.  Such a 

gift does NOT rely on an outlay of assets or cash at the time the gift is made. 

Any consideration of a planned gift requires input from your financial advisor and 

should be done in the  context of your overall estate and succession planning. Planned 

gifts are accepted in many forms and can be tailored to your individual financial and 

philanthropic objectives.  You have the opportunity to invest in a place like no other! 

Visit Ramona’s website for further information http://ramonaconvent.planmylegacy.org  

or contact Sister Kathleen Callaway at 626-282-4151 ext. 157. 

 

If you played volleyball or basketball in Ramona’s gym… 

        If you were a spectator and cheered for your 

                 favorite Tigers in Ramona’s gym… 

      If you sat in the gym to listen to a guest speaker,  

                prayed at Mass, participated in a pep rally,    

                       or danced the night away… 
 

You know how hot it can get!  You know that even largest of fans 

doesn’t cool it down enough.  Even if you haven’t done any of the 

above, given the recent heat wave, you don’t have to stretch your 

imagination too far to realize how uncomfortable it can become! 
 

You can help us remedy this situation!  Multiple contractors have 

examined the gym, taken measurements, and analyzed different  

strategies and they believe that we have come up with the best plan 

for installing air conditioning.  Given the size of the gym, the additional electrical capability that will be needed, and other         

construction and installation costs, the bottom line for the project is $255,000.  An upgrade of this magnitude is beyond       

this year’s operational budget; that is why your help is urgently needed now.  Air conditioning will not just benefit our         

athletes and spectators; the gym is the only place large enough to accommodate our entire school community.  All of the   

students and faculty use it regularly. 
 

We don’t want to wait any longer!  We have been assured that every dollar donated will be matched. This is your             

opportunity to double the impact of your donation.  Put your check in the mail or go on line to www.ramonaconvent.org  

Thinking about Tomorrow’s Legacy 

 

http://ramonaconvent.planmylegacy.org


  

KAREN KAO IS THE CHILD OF CHINESE IMMIGRANTS who settled in the US in the 

1950s. She is a graduate of Ramona Convent’s Class of 1977, Georgetown University Law 

Center (1981), and Leiden University (1998). She is a poet, short and long form fiction   

writer, and essayist. Her poems were published in 1980 when Karen was still an under-

graduate student. In 2011, she abandoned her law career and returned to her love of   

writing and the stories she heard as a child of Old Shanghai. Karen holds dual citizenship 

in the United States and the Netherlands. She is married with two children and lives in     

Amsterdam. She is fluent in English, Dutch, and not at all in Chinese. She’s still working    

on that. She was recently at Ramona celebrating her 40th Reunion with her classmates. 

 

 

 

             When did you first realize that you wanted to be a writer? 
 

              It was Denny Lee’s 9
th

 grade English class. She had us do all sorts of 

crazy things in class to experience literature in all its fullness. I can 

distinctly remember putting on a play about Siddhartha by Hermann 

Hesse with scarves on the classroom floor to represent the river. Her 

class was where my first (and only) comedy debuted. I mocked all of 

our teachers at the time...bad bad bad.  

 

             Were there any teachers at Ramona who encouraged you   

to pursue writing? Did Ramona provide an environment 

that fostered creativity? 
 

              You would think, with such a start, that the teachers would have 

squelched me. Far from it. Aside from my music classes in the old 

building, where I could dream away at a Steinway grand piano in the 

French Parlor, I think junior year was my best time. Someone had 

come up with the brilliant idea of a multidisciplinary package that 

combined English, History, Music and Art spanning the American  

revolution up to present day. It was the first time I saw connections 

between what was happening in the world of politics and what    

writers were talking about on paper. 

 

             Tell us about your undergraduate studies at UC Irvine. 
 

            UCI was my hippie time. I devoured my English classes so quickly that I had a 

full year left over to freewheel. I took modern dance and calculus. I wrote     

poetry and even had some of it published.  

  

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Mauris Bos  

https://www.amazon.com/Siddhartha-Hermann-Hesse/dp/0553208845


  

        Was your decision to pursue law based on practicality? 
 

         Or lack thereof! My “plan” upon graduation was to write poetry on the beaches of France. I was of 

course cognizant of the fact that I’d need to eat and drink too. So I told my parents that I would 

train to be a hairdresser. That way, I could cut hair during the day and write at night. Needless to 

say, this plan did not fly. 
 

             A little while ago, I heard Mohsin Hamid speak. He’s a wonderful author and a charming speaker. 

His latest book Exit West is about the migrant crisis here in Europe. He, too, went to law school and 

has no regrets. He said poets and lawyers are the only ones who know that every word  matters. 

 

         Your life has been full of interesting detours. Please tell us about your three careers, 

your move to Amsterdam, and your love of sharing stories of Old Shanghai. 
 

         Career no. 1 was in Washington DC where I had attended law school at Georgetown and went on 

to work as an attorney in DC, specializing in telecommunications law. Career no. 2 was as a       

corporate partner for a Dutch law firm where my area of expertise had morphed into cross-border 

mergers and acquisitions. I am currently in the throes of career no. 3 as a debut author. 

            The latter is just as exciting and challenging to me as any of my former jobs were. I need to get 

good at what I do and make a name for myself. Same old, same old. But writing is also about    

being relevant, saying the things that need to be said, and staying true to myself.      
 

            Let me say it differently. I am, by nature, a private person. It’s difficult for me to express my      

emotions or to come out and say what I really want. I write about Shanghai, my roots, and the   

issues faced by women at that time because these are topics that are important to me. But I can’t 

convey that importance unless I can also show you how I feel. Writing is my ultimate challenge. 

 

         Our readers are primarily Ramona alumnae. What wisdom can you share with them 

regarding your life’s journey? 
 

             I had a client once who recommended me on LinkedIn as a “risk-taker.” That’s an odd way to     

describe a lawyer, since most of us are pretty risk-averse. But I suppose that, if you look at the   

circuitous paths I’ve taken, I’ve taken a lot of risks. To leave the safety of home for the wilds of 

Washington, DC or abandon job security for the creative life. To start all over, again and again. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Karen’s first novel, The Dancing Girl and the Turtle was published by Linen Press on 1 April 2017. It is the 

story of a woman raped and left for dead on the road to Shanghai 1937. Her struggle has been praised    

by critics from London to Hong Kong for its sensitive portrayal of violence against women and the damage 

silence can do.  

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/549017/exit-west-by-mohsin-hamid/9780735212176/




 

             

             Alumnae Events 
 

1. New Alumnae Induction Luncheon 

       May 3, 2017  

       Terri Cardinali ‘70 with  new alumna,  

       Samantha Gonzalez. 
 

2. New Alumnae Induction Luncheon  

       May 3, 2017 

       Wendy Navares, Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93, and  

       Natalie Martinez 
 

3. Pub Night - August  1, 2017 

       Alums gather at the Rusty Monk in Whittier 
 

4. Paint & Pour - May 12, 2017 

       Attendees show off their finished paintings. 
 

5. Legacy Luncheon - August 18, 2017 

       Alumnae mothers and Legacy daughters     

       explore their roots. Jereen Bautista 

       Santiago ‘92 with daughter Halei ’20;  Yolanda  

       Correa ‘92 with daughter Cassandra ‘20 
 

6. Alumnae & Friends Retreat                       

September 23, 2017 

       Alums gather at Del Frisco’s in Pasadena. 
 

7. Legacy Luncheon - August 18, 2017 

       Eugenia Solis Montoya ‘88 with daughter  

       Alexandra ‘19 

 

     
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Pub Night 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 
 

Father Daughter Dinner Dance 

Friday, November 17, 2017 
 

Young Alum Winter Break Reunion 

Wednesday, January 3, 2018 
 

Pub Night 

Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
 

Leadership Symposium 

Friday, January, 26, 2017 
 

Alumnae Weekend 

Friday-Sunday, March 2-4, 2018 
 

Pub Night 

Tuesday, May 1, 2018 
 

New Alumnae Induction Luncheon 

Wednesday, May 2, 2018 



  

30-year Reunion Team 

NINETEEN EIGHTY SEVEN...WHAT A YEAR! As we finished up our senior year and set off on 

new adventures, we  certainly weren’t contemplating the many roads we would each take before we fi-

nally came together to reunite again. Time flew by and 30 years later, the Ramona Convent Class of 1987 

would celebrate their 30 years of sisterhood. Yes, sisterhood. Little did we know that the bond we      

created three decades ago would remain as strong as it was when we said goodbye to our Alma Mater 

in our white graduation dresses. (Let’s not talk about those 80’s dresses and the 80’s big hair!) 
 

Fast forward to September 23, 2017, and our sisters met to pick back up right where we left off — from 

the dance floor of the Ramona gym to the dance floor at “That's 80’s Bar” in Fullerton, CA. What a  

pleasure to see that dance moves from the New Wave sounds of the Cure to the Freestyle tunes of  

Debbie Debb were evidently not forgotten. We had so much fun together laughing, catching up,     

dancing and taking tons of pictures!  
 

Next, the reunion team planned a quaint little buffet brunch at a nearby Embassy Suites. There we 

caught up, talked and shared what we have all been doing for the past 30 years — from blind dates,    

marriages, and children to our careers and our many accomplishments both personal and professional. 

Hugs and goodbyes left us wanting more, so until then, the sisters of the Class of 1987 will be eagerly 

awaiting our next reunion! 
 

                  ~Cathy Morales & Christina Gomez 

 Betty Cornejo Bonada 

Cynthia Burrola Quentin 

Cathy Morales 

Lisa Perez 

Jacqueline Harley Sanders  

Liz Quesada George 

CLASS REUNIONS are as diverse as the classes themselves! Many classes celebrate at a private home or local restaurant the    

weekend of Ramona's Annual Alumnae Weekend celebration. For a cost effective choice, you can have your reunion at Ramona. The 

Holy Family Room or Pavilion/Fountain area can accommodate different sized gatherings and you won’t have the time constraints 

or expense that renting a banquet room does. We provide the tables and chairs, do the room set-up, and arrange for access to the 

campus at no cost. 
 

Organizing your reunion is the responsibility of the class. The Alumnae Office provides information, answers questions, and can     

connect you with other alumnae who have recently organized their own reunions.  You can also choose to celebrate your reunion   

at Alumnae Weekend which will be held this year on March 2, 3, & 4, 2018. For more information, contact Julie Huntley ‘72, 

Director of Alumnae Relations at (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 



 

Class of 1993 - 25th Reunion 

To join planning committee 

Contact: Trina Tinoco Yunker 

(626) 260-2011 

trinayunker@gmail.com 

 

Class of 1999 - 20th Reunion 

Contact: Michelle Del Rio 

mdelrio1@mac.com  

or 

Amanda Carrillo Hernandez 

mandycar@yahoo.com 

 

Class of 2007 - 10th Reunion 

Contact: Lauren Del Rio 

(323) 485-0884 

laurenlizdelrio@yahoo.com 

 

Class of 2008 - 10th Reunion 

Contact: Elizabeth Bartolini 

(626) 592-0291 (text please) 

or 

Mary Bartolini 

(626) 592-0292 (text please) 

Mary.bartolini.twin@gmail.com 

 

  

THE CLASS OF 1997 held their 20
th

 year reunion on July 8, 2017 at El Cholo in Pasadena, California.   

The reunion was attended by 44 alumnae and their guests who traveled from as far as Virginia to spend 

the evening socializing and catching up with their former classmates.  Each of the ladies received Ramona 

school memorabilia donated by the school and gifts were raffled from Young Living, The O’Dells,  

Makeup by Fatima, Lipsense, MONAT, and books authored by Mia Hopkins — all businesses owned by 

Class of 1997 alumnae. Ms. Tracy Clavin joined the celebration as 1997 marked her “senior” year, since 

she began her career at Ramona alongside this class as freshmen in 1993/94.  All left the event excited 

and enthused to plan a family-friendly event in the fall.  As one Class of 1997 alumnae shared, “It was a 

wonderful blessing to spend the evening with you! I am really proud to have gone to school with such 

amazing and passionate women.” 
 
 

                     ~Veronica Alvarez Martinez ‘97 



 

  

ALUMNAE UPDATES 

1955 
Rosemarie Mason Krovoza ‘55       

received the California Music Educator’s 

Hall of Fame Award in 2016. She has 

been married to her husband, Walter, 

for 58 years and has three children and 

five grandchildren. Marie still plays violin 

and viola in chamber music groups. 
 

1987 
Diana Macalintal ‘87 is a member of 

the National Advisory Committee of the 

Catholic Common Ground Initiative. The 

initiative invites Catholics with differing 

view to engage in prayerful dialog. 
 

1989 
Heather Wilson Dy ‘89 is an Associate 

Professor of Life Sciences at Long Beach 

Community College. 
 

1990 
Christine Lagrimas ‘90 is the Staff        

Development and Curriculum Specialist  

at Notre Dame Academy Los Angeles. 
 

2001 
Genevieve Cerda ‘01 received her   

M.A. in Business Administration concen-

tration in Nonprofit from the University 

of La Verne in May 2017. 

2003 
Aimee Contreras Ramirez ’03 received 

her Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and 

Social Justice from Loyola Marymount 

University in May. 
 

2010 
Andrea Gochi ‘10 received her M.S. in 

Applied Life Sciences from Keck      

Graduate Institute in May.  In August, 

she participated in the White Coat    

Ceremony at the UC Riverside School of      

Medicine and is pursuing her Doctor of 

Medicine (MD) degree. 

 

Sandra Lattouf ‘10 received her Juris 

Doctorate (J.D.)  from the University of 

La Verne. 
 

2011 
Crystal Carrillo ‘11 graduated from 

Arizona State University in 2015 with a 

B.A. in Global Health and a Certificate in 

Nonprofit Leadership and Management. 

She is currently working as a Community 

Development Specialist. 
 

2012 
Alice Gamez ‘12 received her Bachelor 

of Fine Arts from Laguna College of Art 

and Design in 2016. 
 

Valerie Juarez ‘12  graduated from St. 

John’s University in May 2015 with a B.A. 

in Broadcast Journalism. After college 

she worked for KABC-TV (ABC7) as a 

News Assistant/Overnight Assignment 

Desk Editor. She is currently a News  

Reporter and producer for the ABC and 

Fox Affiliates (KHGI & KFXL) in Central 

Nebraska. 
 

Nneka Navarro ‘12 graduated from 

Loyola Marymount University in 2016 

with a B.A. in Political Science and    

English with an emphasis on Literature. 

She currently teaches English at Bishop 

Conaty Our Lady of Loretto High School. 
 

2013 
Caitlin-Marie Adalin ‘13 received her 

B.A. in Sociology from the University of 

San Francisco in May. 
 

Leila Afrasiyabi ‘13 received her B.S. in 

Kinesiology and Exercise Science from 

Whittier College in May. 
 

Marissa Ayala ‘13 graduated with a B.A. 

in English Language and Literature from 

UC Berkeley in May. 
 

Carina Barbosa ‘13 received her B.A in 

Communicative Disorders from Cal State 

Fullerton in May. 
 

Andrea Barrera ‘13 graduated from 

Pepperdine University with a B.A. in 

Marketing and Multimedia Design. 
 

Elizabeth Carrera ‘13 graduated from 

Whittier College with a B.A. in Business 

Administrations and Management. 
 

Alexis Coria ‘13 graduated from the 

University of La Verne in June with a B.A. 
Genevieve Cerda ‘01 

Andrea Gochi ‘10 



  

MARRIAGES 
 

Ritz Kay Denise Cortes ‘06 to Andrew Wong 

Joanna Barnheiser ’07 to Michael O’Neill 

Carlyne Chua ’07 to Alfred Liu 

Stacy Rauen ’07 to Joshua Barber 

Elizabeth Bartolini ‘08 to Santiponggollf Rojanasopondist 

Kaleena Torres ’10 to Michael Sauter 

Adara Ballesteros ‘14 to Andrew Canola 
 

BIRTHS 
 

Leona Louise Enriquez, daughter of Mark Enriquez and Sindie Dear ‘05 

in Business Administration concentra-

tion in Marketing. 
 

Karina Dauven ‘13 receive her B.A. in 

Psycholgy with a minor in Neuroscience 

from the University of San Francisco 
 

Kayla Glaser ‘13 graduated summa cum 

laude in 2016 from San Diego State Uni-

versity with a B.S. in Speech-Language 

and Hearing Sciences and a minor in 

Spanish. She is currently working on her 

M.A. in Speech-Language Pathology and 

participating in the bilingual certificate 

program. 

Karina Guerra ‘13  received her B.A.    

in Industrial and Organizational       

Pyschology from Santa Clara University. 
 

Melissa Holtzen ‘13 received her B.S. in 

Physiological Psychology/ Psychobiolo-

gy from UCLA in May. 
 

Mirae Lee ‘13 graduated from Stanford 

with a B.A. in English with Honor and a 

minor in Digital Humanities. Over the 

summer she interned at Second Stage 

Theatre’s Executive Department in New 

York. She is currently working on her 

M.Sc. in Sociology at Oxford. 
 

Diana Luong ‘13 received her B.A. in 

Business Administration with an        

emphasis in Marketing and a minor in 

Multimedia Communication from Mount 

St. Mary’s University in 2016. She is        

currently the Operations Manager for 

Surkus CrowdCasting. 
 

Marissa Ochoa ‘13 received her B.A. in 

Biology and Environmental Science from 

Whittier College in January 2017. 

 

Angelika Sann ‘13 received her B.A. 

from Mount St. Mary’s University in  

Gerontology. 
 

Catherine Yip ‘13 graduated from the 

University of Rochester with a B.S. in  

Mechanical Engineering. In addition to 

her engineering and science courses,    

she received a Xerox Fellowship for an 

independent research project, "Seismic 

Reinforcement of Triumphal Arch 

Church of Andahuaylillas in Peru."  
 

2015 
Julissa Galan ‘15 was the recipient of Holy 

Names University’s Alpha Delta Leadership 

and Service Award. 
 

2016 
Anna Luu ‘16 is working as a Subcontracts 

Part-time Undergraduate Intern at JPL. 

Diana Luong ’13  

Mirae Lee ‘13 



 

 

 

Eileen Cardiff Mitchel Nelson ’42, sister of Betty Cardiff Lee ’36 (RIP) and   

Joanne Cardiff  

Dickenson DePuy ‘45 

Dorothy Doleshal Hove ‘43 

Barbara Walker Peloyan ‘46 

Sally Hudson Richardson ‘48 

Monica Raggio Roach ‘53 

Catherine Hull Haley ‘55 

Mary Ellen Keane LeSieur ’56, cousin of Mary Keane ‘55 

Nancy Kaufman Roberts ’58, sister of Lucille Kaufman Bissner ’43 (RIP),     

Betty Ann Kaufman Kitchen ’45 (RIP), Patricia Kaufman Seivert ’53 (RIP), and 

Mary Frances Kaufman Graham ‘56 

Eileen Desmond Talyancich ’60, sister of Kathleen Desmond Davis ’69 and 

Marian Desmond (pp) 

Martha Walsh Pfeiffer ‘61 

Cheryl Timpone Windisch ‘61 

Victoria Sherman Bauer ‘62 

Susan Holguin Taylor (pp ‘71) 

Ann Therese Puglisi ’75, sister of Marianne Puglisi Mantz ‘81 

Celeste Ortega English ‘80, sister of Linda Ortega-Gingrich ‘75 and       

Jacqueline Ortega ‘83 

Eileen Sheridan Wibbeke ’83, sister of Rosemarie Sheridan Snoke ‘79 

 

 

Jeffrey Amador, brother of Jennifer Amador Bretoi ‘78 

Lilia B. Arnold, mother of Rosemary Garcia Kupel ‘77 

Brian Bigelow, husband of Eileen Murphy Bigelow ‘61 

Catherine Carras, mother of Diane Carras Price ’64, Linda Carras Pittman ’68, 

Judy Carras Hansen ’71, and Catherine Carras Cwiok ‘74 

Sister Marion Patrick Connors, SNJM (former faculty) aunt of Sister Chris 

Wood OP ‘68 



Eric Cruz, son of Dolores Salazar Cruz ‘76 

Michael Diamond, father of Melody Diamond Marrero ‘93 

John ‘Gerry’ Fallon, brother of Barbara Fallon Paine ‘57 (RIP) 

Leo Flores, husband of Alicia Valenciana Flores ’74; father of Jennifer Martinez 

Levens ‘94 

Anthony Frumento, father of Patricia Frumento Boes ‘74, Barbara Frumento 

Acosta ’76, Lori Frumento Muniz ’77, and Gina Frumento Jacob ‘73 

Dr. Leonardo Gasendo, father of Leah Gasendo ‘73 

Joanne Golden-Bonar, mother of John Bonar (former faculty) 

Charlotte Graham, aunt of Deb Drury (faculty) 

Alfred Hurtado, father of Therese Hurtado Boyle ’74 and Patricia Hurtado ‘76 

Maria Teresa Salazar-Jauregui, mother of Veronica Jauregui-Fuentes ‘91 

Crusita Melendez, mother of Denise Melendez Killpack ‘74; aunt of Mary 

Melendez ‘79 (RIP), Mary Galvan ‘79, and Patricia Galvan ‘83 

Dorothy Milner, mother of Sister Cheryl Milner, SNJM (former faculty, Board 

of Trustees) 

Blanca Pena, mother of Brittany Pena ‘14 

Frank Perez, father of Rachel Perez Castro ‘79 

Robert Quiroz, husband of Michele Kaufman Quiroz ’75; father of Melanie 

Quiroz (pp) 

Helen Shire, mother of Gail Kubias Root ‘63; aunt of Janice Burrill ‘75 

Edward Sustayta, father of Deborah Sustayta ‘75 

Sister Mary Berchmans Trentacoste, SNJM (former faculty) 

Rebecca Valenzuela, mother of Susana Valenzuela Galvan ‘76 and Sylvia 

Valenzuela Walker ‘78 

Claude Van Gorden, father of Claudia Van Gorden ‘74 

Eugene Weisenberg, husband of Joanne Davis Weisenberg ’47 (RIP); father of 

Ellen Weisenberg Blackstock ‘72 

 



 

 

Tiger Play Day 

Saturday, October 28, 2017 
 

Fall Play 

Friday and Saturday, November 3 & 4, 2017 
 

Father-DaughterDinner  Dance 

 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Friday, November 17, 2017 
 

Open House 

Saturday, November 18, 2017 
 

Christmas Concert 

Friday, December 1, 2017 
 

Young Alum Winter Break Reunion 

Wednesday, January 3, 2018 
 

Leadership Symposium 

Friday, January 26, 2018 
 

Alumnae Weekend 

March 2, 3 & 4, 2018 
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