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 MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

 

 

Ramona Convent, a welcoming and inclusive Catholic  

college-preparatory high school sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names  

of Jesus and Mary, graduates young women characterized by  

academic excellence and spiritual depth, open to the wisdom of  

other cultures and prepared to lead and serve  

in an evolving interdependent world. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
SNJM  

CORE VALUES 
   

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

is published twice a year by 

Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

Alhambra, California 91803 

(626) 282-4151 

(626) 281-0797 (fax) 

www.ramonaconvent.org 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 

we have eliminated the multiple copies of    

mailed to each household. Please 

contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151   

ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra copy 

or if you would prefer to receive your copy   

electronically.  

 

Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 

most accurate and up-to-date information in all 

of our publications. However, unintentional errors 

may appear. As a result, we ask you to contact 

the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  

the event that there are any factual errors. We will 

correct these errors in the next publication. We 

appreciate the interests and concerns of our 

readers and welcome any assistance toward 

achieving our goals. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

We are about at the half-way point in our celebrations of 150 years of Holy 

Names Sisters presence in California, as well as the 175
th

 anniversary of the 

founding of our congregation in Montreal by Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher.  

This has been a year of remembering and celebrating and sharing stories.  I 

am reminded again and again of how important it is that we continue to tell 

these stories.  They are precious treasures!  Each year it is my privilege to   

orient the new teachers with regard to the history and charism of the Sisters  

of the Holy Names and Blessed Marie-Rose, as well as the history of Ramona.  

Also, as part of the freshman overnight retreat, we share the same.  These 

young women, born in the 21
st
 century, cannot even visualize Ramona without 

the cars buzzing by on the freeway or that there was a time when Ramona did 

not have a gym – or that the “new” science building did not exist before 2008.  

After the retreat, they look at somewhat familiar things in a new light – the 

stairs to the library that we walk on every day have been here since 1889 – that funny 

looking cement thing on the front drive is a hitching post from the days the girls came   

to school in horse and buggy – the windows in the chapel are over a hundred years old 

and were in the original building – the bricks in the fountain were saved after the 1987 

earthquake.  They remind us of our roots; they are the foundation upon which our school 

is built – a firm foundation which allows us to continue our mission today.    
 

Even more important than the buildings, however, are the people who have been part of 

our story – the 415 Sisters of the Holy Names who have ministered here along with the 

wonderful lay men and women who have partnered with us through the years.  Each of 

our 7500 graduates and countless more past pupils are also part of the story. Such reflec-

tions make the theme of our 150 anniversary: Remember, Rejoice, and Renew even more 

meaningful.  We remember and we rejoice as we thank God . . . 
 

for Eulalie Durocher and her companions who traveled by carriage from Beloeil to 

Longueil to establish the congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Names in 1843. 
 

for the six pioneer Sisters of the Holy Names who traveled by ship and rail down 

the Atlantic Coast and across the Isthmus of Panama and up the Pacific Coast to 

their destination in Northern California in 1868.    
 

for the next set of pioneers who were sent on a three day “sea voyage” from  

Oakland to Los Angeles to establish Ramona Convent in 1889. 
 

             and for those who journey with us as we continue educating young women to 

make a difference in the world.  
 

There are many wonderful things happening at Ramona each day, and we invite you to 

come by and visit – to experience our vibrant educational community first hand, to meet 

our teachers and students and hear about today’s Ramona experience.  You will be in-

spired, as I am each day! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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Dear Ramona Family, 
 

One of our seniors vividly remembers her first day of ninth grade. Feeling   

anxious because she was late for Honors Biology, she tripped as she ran up  

the stairs. Sympathizing with her, everyone nearby stopped to help. 
 

Today she recalls that morning with a smile. That was the moment when she 

knew she’d chosen a school where she would thrive.  
 

When I ask our students what they love about their school, they mention      

the great teachers, the depth of the curriculum, the numerous activities with  

meaningful opportunities to grow in leadership, responsibility and compe-

tence, and the beautiful campus.  
 

And, most of all, our students say, “I can be myself here.” Ramona is a 

welcoming community that accepts each and every student, as she is. In   

a society that constantly judges and evaluates young women, our students know 

they can be their authentic selves every day at school. This sense of belonging is  

empowering, a true gift of hospitality, one of the core spiritual values of the Sisters 

of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary.  
 

It’s always thrilling to me when spiritual values and common sense are validated by       

science. Research tells us that belonging is one of our most fundamental human needs. 

Research also tells us that, in the classroom, the perception of being accepted, valued   

and included results in greater effort and concentration - and ultimately greater learning 

and growth. This impetus to growth is true outside the classroom as well, fueling our stu-

dents’ courage to break out of their comfort zones and make a difference in the world. 
 

In this issue of Ramona Magazine, I invite you to discover the many accomplishments of 

our students in fields as diverse as engineering, athletics, public speaking and leadership. 

All of their endeavors are rooted in the confidence that comes from knowing that they are 

loved by God - and their Ramona community.  

 

As always, I also invite you to stop by campus for a visit. We’d love to see you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 
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RAMONA VOTED BEST CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 

Demand is High for a Ramona Convent Education 

School experiences 30% increase in attendance over the last four years 
                                                                        

WITH CLIMBING ENROLLMENT, enthusiastic students, 

engaging teachers, exemplary programs, and hospitable 

Holy Names values, it’s no surprise that past and present 

Ramona families and alumnae voted Ramona “Best  

Catholic School” in the San Gabriel Valley. Ramona     

received this Reader’s Choice award from the San Gabriel 

Valley News Group. This gratifying information confirms 

that our vision for the school is the right one. 
 

What does Ramona have that other schools don’t? Both 

members of our Enrollment Team agree—other schools 

don’t have Ramona students! Veronica Fernandez ’00 

observes, “there is a bond and a sisterhood that you 

don’t find at other schools. There is  a compassion and 

care that everyone shares.” 
 

Eugenia Solis Montoya ‘88, is glad that both of her 

daughters, Alexandra ‘19 and Isabella ‘22, have followed 

in her footsteps to attend Ramona. “The education       

my daughters have received at Ramona has been       

exceptional. They have had amazing teachers who have 

shared their knowledge and helped them become the 

best they can be.”  
 

Judge Philip Soto, P19, shared his thoughts on the      

education his daughter, Alessandra, has received at    

Ramona. “’We are the average of the five people we 

spend the most time with’ wrote one very smart motiva-

tional speaker. At Ramona, our daughter has spent most 

of her time with many intelligent, kind, community-

oriented and God-inspired teachers and students. As a 

result, she is an even more terrific person than when   

she arrived and will share a lifetime of sisterhood with 

close and dear friends. We couldn’t be happier with her 

education.” 
 

In addition to satisfied students and parents, Veronica 

Puente-Smith ’79, Director of Enrollment and Public   

Relations, attributes our significant growth to an increase 

in outreach to our partner schools and a broader use of 

social media as a marketing tool. Director of Marketing 

Communications, Veronica Fernandez ’00, adds there has 

been a determined focus on building an understanding 

of enrollment as a team effort. Recognizing that the all-

girls’, private high school market is highly competitive, 

the Ramona community of teachers and staff willingly do 

their part.  
 

Crucial to Ramona’s admissions process is providing    

the potential student with an accurate idea of what her         

Ramona experience will be, and our incredible student 

Ambassadors do just that! Ramona Ambassadors attend 

high school enrollment nights and are the student staff 

at Ramona’s on-campus recruitment events such as Tiger 

Play Day, Open House, Ramona Challenge, and most   

importantly, Half-Day Visits.  A Half-Day Visit pairs the 

guest student with an Ambassador who accompanies her 

to morning classes, answers questions, and provides   

insight as to a typical school day at Ramona. “Our goal   

is to make them feel welcome and at home” emphasizes 

Veronica Fernandez ’00. 
 

Ramona offers excellent and unique programs. The    

curriculum inspires curiosity and creativity with over 

twenty-five STEM and twenty Visual and Performing Arts 

 

Paula Zepeda '20, Vanessa De La Rosa '19, Maria       

Esquivel '19, Alessandra Soto '19, Melanie Aguilar '19, 

Haylie Zelaya '19 



 

 

RAMONA VOTED BEST CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 

Demand is High for a Ramona Convent Education 

School experiences 30% increase in attendance over the last four years 
                                                                        

courses and programs. 
 

Ramona is one of only three Catholic high schools in   

the Los Angeles area selected by the College Board to 

implement AP Capstone—an innovative diploma        

program that encourages students to develop skills    

that matter for college and life—research, collaboration, 

and communication. The Ramona MakerSpace (fondly 

nicknamed the MakerDen...go Tigers!) is outfitted with 

some of the latest programing, prototyping, fabrication, 

and manufacturing equipment to help students develop 

their design skills and bring their imaginations to life. 

Every student learns and practices the design process   

by completing design and programming projects       

incorporated into our curriculum. 
 

Our families are looking for an environment where their 

daughters can grow in character as well as in academics.  

As a Catholic high school sponsored by the Sisters of the 

 

Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, we recognize that the 

development of a Christian identity is a life-long process. 

Teens grow in spirituality through both action and     

contemplation, so direct service and understanding       

of social justice issues are essential to the Ramona      

experience. According to Mary E. Mansell, Principal, “Our 

parents and students know that the entire school      

community is committed to helping each young woman 

develop her full potential.”  
 

In addition, other core values of the Sisters of the Holy 

Names are integrated to program planning each year. 

For the 2018-2019 school year, service to the poor and 

marginalized and hospitality are the focus. Hospitality 

is part of the essence of Ramona. As Principal Mary E. 

Mansell observes, “In a society that constantly judges 

and evaluates young women, our students know they 

can be their authentic selves every day at school.”  

 

First Day of School 

2018 - 2019 





 

OUR 127TH COMMENCEMENT was held at Ramona on a 

comfortable May afternoon. As they waited in the Holy   

Family Room, the seniors were both eager and hesitant as 

they realized their time as students at Ramona was quickly 

coming to an end. In a little less than two hours they 

would join the sisterhood of Ramona Convent Alumnae. 

 

As decades of graduating classes had done before them, 

the seniors processed through the audience of family and  

friends to the front of Rose Heath. Salutatorian Ariadna    

Calva represented her classmates well as she spoke of 

their time together at Ramona and their hopes for the  

future.  

 

As our guest speaker, Executive Director of Camp Ronald 

McDonald for Good Times, Fatima Djelmane-Rodriguez 

‘97, began her talk, a special bond was immediately      

created with the graduates as they realized that Fatima 

had had many of the same Ramona experiences as they 

had...and many of the same teachers! A committed       

advocate of service and giving back to the community, 

Fatima urged the girls to continue to do so. “Before you 

go off to celebrate with your family and friends, I leave 

you with a quote by Mahatma Gandhi, ‘the best way to 

find yourself is to lose yourself in service of others.’ If 

there’s anything you take away from what I’ve shared,  

remember your call to service that was instilled by our 

families and Ramona.  Our shared purpose on this earth   

is to leave this world better than we found it.  Best of luck 

beautiful ladies!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE. FOR LIFE. 

SISTERHOOD. FOR LIFE. 
 

127th Annual  

Commencement 
 

May 26, 2018 

Commencement speaker                          

Fatima Djelmane-Rodriguez ‘97 

Sr. Kathleen, Ms. Mansell, and  

new graduate Blanca Sanchez 





 

Kathryn Ruese Wautlet Forever grateful for my days at      

Ramona! Enjoy each day to the fullest! (Class of 1959) 
 

Loretta Wolfinbarger My time at Ramona Convent was the 

best educational and spiritual journey that I have experienced.   

I hold such great memories of all the friendships I made and   

all the activities I participated in. Advice to future Tigers: soak  

in every moment of the next four years; they'll be years you'll 

never forget! (Class of 1986) 
 

Adri Ana Don’t forget to look around and enjoy your beautiful 

surroundings. Don’t forget to be grateful, not many get this 

great opportunity. Cherish the friendships you make! I am still 

friends with my high school buddies. (Class of 1983) 
 

Nicolette Summer Reyes Take advantage of every opportunity 

Ramona has to offer. Work hard, but most importantly have 

fun. Ramona sisters are for life. It’s over before you know it and 

then you’ll always be looking back on how wonderful your time 

at Ramona was. And when you’re an alumna, going back to visit 

feels like you’re going home. (Class of 2011) 
 

Nancy Katano Think critically, act objectively, practice compas-

sion, speak intelligently, have fun but maintain integrity. You’re 

a Ramona girl: we have a reputation to uphold. Now, go out 

there and make the world a better place. (Class of 1987) 

We asked our alumnae who follow us on Facebook and Instagram to provide words of            

encouragement to our newest Tiger cubs. Here are some of their replies: 

Vickie Flener Make wonderful memories! (Class of 1971) 
 

Britney Rojas Enjoy every single minute, even the moments 

when you’re hating life because you have papers due in AP 

Euro and English Honors. Play every sport, even if you’re not 

any good at it because those coaches and teammates are 

friends you’ll have for a lifetime. There’s no experience like 
Ramona and you’ll never be in an environment like it after 
you graduate. Every chance you get, thank your parents or 
whoever is helping you attend Ramona because their         
sacrifices are allowing you to have one of the best educations 
possible and trust me, it’ll pay off when you get to the real 
world. (Class of 2008) 
 

Sandra Castro Integrity: Choose your words wisely and always 

act with Integrity. (Class of 1990) 
 

Janie Buck Reach out and make friends, they will hopefully be 

lifelong pals. (Class of 1977) 
 

Tammy Wilham Cherish every moment. (Class of 1977) 
 

Terry Moriel Get ready to meet your forever friends!! (Class of 

1980) 
 

Lizette Aguilar You can make these some of the best years of 

your life. Enjoy... learn...grow! (Class of 1984) 

https://www.facebook.com/kathryn.ruesewautlet?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/loretta.wolfinbarger?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/adriana.yanezperales?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/nicolette.s.reyes?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/nancy.katano?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/VickieRN?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/britney.rojas?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/Travelsandrac?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/janie.buck.12?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/tammy.wilham?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/terry.moriel?fref=ufi&rc=p
https://www.facebook.com/lizette.aguilar?fref=ufi&rc=p


Vanessa De La Rosa '19 explored transportation engineering 

at Cal Poly Pomona's National Summer Transportation        

Institute (NTSI). As a result of her outstanding work in this  

program, Vanessa was also selected (only 12 of 40 NSTI      

participants) to attend the National Flight Academy (NFA) in 

Pensacola, Florida. There she experienced immersive learning 

adventures aboard the world's largest simulated aircraft      

carrier. Disciplines covered during the six day program includ-

ed aerodynamics, propulsion, navigation, communications, 

flight physiology and meteorology, along with core values, 

teamwork, and leadership skills development. 

“I was able to gain first hand experience in very realistic airplane simulators that  

are actually used by Navy pilot trainees. From learning to fly the simulators, how to         

communicate with pilots from the air traffic control room, and how to plan search        

and rescue missions, my week in Florida is one that I will definitely remember for the   

rest of my life.” 

                                                                                           ~Vanessa De La Rosa ‘19 

Callista Rugama ‘19 inspired children to love science as a 

summer intern with Galileo Camps, a science-based summer 

camp. As she shared her love of STEM with young campers, 

she employed the Galileo Innovation Approach which teaches 

kids to embrace challenges, learn from mistakes, and create 

without fear. 

Clarissa Farfan ‘20 and Mia Fierros ‘20  grew their leader-

ship skills in the three-day Chicano Latino Youth leadership 

Project—L.A. Institute where they prepared to participate in 

California’s economic, social, and political development. This 

highly competitive program emphasizes the importance of 

culture, community, college, and careers. The goal of the   

program is to motivate California’s youth to pursue higher 

education, and to become involved, engaged members of   

the local communities. Clarissa and Mia met with state       

officials, college counselors, and historians. 



Patricia Salazar '21 represented the USA as team captain     

of the Los Angeles County Junior Dragon Boat team in the 

International Dragon Boat Federation Club Crew World  

Championship held in Szeged, Hungary, from July 17 - 22.  

Patricia’s team placed fourth overall among the junior teams 

from 23 different countries around the world. Patricia is part  

of Team DPW who trains at Santa Fe Dam in Irwindale.  

Emily Leyva ‘20 was selected to participate in a five-week 

summer theatre conservatory program at the Los Angeles 

Theatre Center, hosted by the Latino Theatre company. Emily 

learned dance, voice, acting, playwriting, directing, theatre 

analysis, clowning, finance, and even stage combat from    

professionals. Emily and her classmates staged an original  

production incorporating everything they had learned. The 

production was written, directed, and starred the students, 

guided by professionals. 

Dominique Ruedaflores ‘22 won a total of $17,500 in       

college scholarships from the 2018 Optimist International   

Oratory Contest. Her journey to winning at the International 

level began when she competed and won the Los Angeles 

Monterey Park (LAMP) Optimist Oratory Contest in April. This 

year’s theme was “Where Are My Roots of Enthusiasm?” 

Dominique’s speech focused on how she overcame a speech 

impediment with years of speech therapy along with the love 

and support of her parents. 

Amelia Fletes '21 was selected nationally to participate in a 

selective USDA sponsored program Ag-Discovery held at    

Florida A&M University. The university hosted students in an 

intensive two week hands-on experience; exposing partici-

pants to the various fields veterinarians impact in agriculture, 

research, conservation, and public health. Amelia's favorite 

experience was the two day field trip to the University of   

Florida in Gainesville's veterinarian hospital and medical 

school. She was able to shadow and watch veterinarians on 

the job. As a result of this experience, Amelia is setting her 

sights on Equine Medicine. 



  

Meet Our New Athletic Director 
 

Rebecca Lamas ’06 is “thrilled to serve as Ramona’s new Athletic 

Director.“ With a B.S. in Exercise Science and an M.A. in Sports 

Management, both from Creighton University, she is well pre-

pared to ensure that all students have an opportunity to compete 

in Ramona’s athletic program which currently involves about 50% 

of the student body and offers cross country, volleyball, soccer, 

basketball, swimming, track, and softball with two or three teams 

for almost all sports. She plans to create more opportunities for 

athletes to be involved in the community, bring alumnae back   

for yearly Alumnae vs. Student games, and increase the athletic 

department’s footprint on social media.  If all the responsibilities 

of serving as Athletic Director weren’t enough to keep Rebecca 

busy, she also coaches Cross Country, teaches Fitness and Well-

ness to ninth graders, and is working on her M.A. in Educational 

Leadership.  

CALLING ALL RAMONA ATHLETES! 

WE ARE LAUNCHING a series of alumnae vs. student competitions, in response to alumnae 

requests and a recent alumnae survey. We will host two alumnae games a year, alternating 

years. Basketball and soccer will be played this school year 2018-2019. Volleyball and softball 

will be played 2019-2020. We will then play basketball and soccer again in 2020-2021. 

Join us Saturday, January 5, 2019, for Gold & White Reunite! Soccer will kick off the day at  

1 p.m. followed by a taco truck during the break. We will reconvene for basketball at our newly 

air conditioned gym at 4 p.m. Feel free to bring friends, family (including the kids) and fellow 

alums! 

More information regarding the January 5th games will be posted by late November. 



  

HOW DOES IT FEEL to walk for miles beneath the blazing sun, spend the night in a crowded church 

vestibule, be yelled at in a language you don’t understand, be forced to complete forms in a foreign 

language where no translation is provided, and then be so scared because you don’t know what is 

going to happen next?  How do our brothers and sisters, immigrants and refugees feel? What       

challenges do they face? 
 

This summer forty students from Holy Names schools in the United States, Canada, and Lesotho   

gathered to participate in the fourth Youth Justice Forum. Through simulation exercises, guest    

speakers, sharing with each other, and service projects, the girls learned valuable lessons about      

justice which they can bring back to their respective schools and communities and be more            

engaged – particularly in those issues related to the Sisters’ corporate stands on water, trafficking,   

and immigration.  The students were able to participate in a workshop led by a human trafficking   

survivor as well as in a clean-up project at Lake Merritt in Oakland. 
 

Ramona was well-represented by two faculty members Sister Anna Keim, Moderator of the Peace and 

Justice Club, and Maggie Averill, who attended the last forum and served on the planning committee 

this time. Our student representatives were Laurentia Botts ’21, Kamila Campos ’20, Hilda Barraza ’20, 

and Alyssa Macias-Orgaz ‘21 . 
 

Students who attend the forum commit to taking a leadership role in social justice back at their own 

school sites.  Having gained insights and ideas in collaboration with the participants from other 

schools, our Ramona girls were challenged to plan and design their own project which they will       

carry out this year.  At the conclusion of the week, Kamila Campos ‘20 voiced the sentiments of her 

classmates: “I feel absolutely blessed and grateful for this wonderful experience!  Thank you so much    

for always encouraging us at Ramona to go forth, cast fire, and liberate life!” 

Youth Justice Forum Participants Commit to               

Holy Names Core Values 



 

Nominations for the  

Distinguished Alumna Award 2019 

are Underway 
 

Last March, at La Fête, our Annual Auction Dinner Dance, we honored three Ramona         

alumnae with the “Distinguished Alumna Award.”  The honorees were:     
 

Hon. Patricia Schnegg Oppenheim ‘70 - Law                                                                             

Diana Macalintal ‘87 - Liturgy and Faith Formation                                                                   

Jenna Santoianni ‘02 - Entertainment 

 

We will be honoring three new alumna at La Féte on March 30, 2019.                                     

We want to showcase the amazing work our alumnae do                                                               

after they go out into the world post-Ramona!  

 

We now need YOUR HELP to tell us more about your fellow alumnae. 

 

WE ARE ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR LA FÉTE 2019 HONOREES. 

Please send the name of your nominee, her graduation year, why you are nominating her,                             

and your name to Sister Kathleen Callaway at Callaway@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 

Rosemary Distaso-Libbon ‘66 

 Joins Ramona’s Board of Trustees 
 

ROSEMARY DISTASO-LIBBON ‘66 brings a lifetime of experience in education to 

her new role as a member of Ramona Board of Trustees. In June, she retired as    

principal of Bishop Montgomery High School in Torrance where she had held the 

position since 1997. Prior to that, she was principal at Cantwell-Sacred Heart of  

Mary. Her belief in the SNJM mission, her connection to Ramona as an alumna,     

and hands on knowledge of community leadership and fundraising will make her      

a strong advocate for Ramona and the ministry of the Sisters of the Holy Names. 

Here’s a fun fact about Rosemary...she was the English Department Chair, English  

and Humanities teacher, and yearbook moderator from 1973 – 1976 here at Ramona! 

 



THE RAMONA FUND 
 

THE RAMONA FUND is the PRIMARY way that Ramona Convent raises money.  Dollars donated to THE RAMONA 

FUND are unrestricted dollars. Unrestricted, meaning that the money can be used where it is needed most and in a way 

that will directly benefit our Ramona students.     
 

Every Gift Matters. 
 

Every Gift is Appreciated. 
 

Every Gift Helps EVERY Student. 
 

Why do we depend on THE RAMONA FUND? 
 

The tuition at Ramona is less than the actual cost of educating our young women.  THE RAMONA FUND helps to 

bridge that gap.  We are happy to report that enrollment is up 30% compared to this time four years ago, however the  

gap is still there. Tuition only covers 83% of the actual per pupil cost to educate our students.  Your generous dollars to 

THE RAMONA FUND cover the remaining 17%.   
 

Where exactly do unrestricted dollars go? 
 

THE RAMONA FUND is needed to do the following: 
 

 Cover the day-to-day operations of the school 

 Avoid drastic tuition increases 

 Enhance academic and co-curricular programming 

 Support professional development to ensure our faculty remain top-notch educators 

 Maintain and upgrade our beautiful and historic 19.25 acre campus 

 Provide unique academic, co-curricular, and spiritual enrichment experiences 
 

Gifts from you towards THE RAMONA FUND are put to work immediately and help to provide the very best education   

our students deserve.    
 

How to give to THE RAMONA FUND?  
 

Make your connection to Ramona stronger by donating to THE RAMONA FUND today!  You may do so by using the    

envelope provided in this magazine or online at ramonaconvent.org/support/donate.  Remember, donations to THE   

RAMONA FUND are 100% tax-deductible!  Need to spread out your donations out over the year?  Consider joining our 

GEM (Gives Every Month) Society. 
 

For more information or questions about THE RAMONA FUND, please contact Genevieve Cerda ’01 in the Development 

Office at gcerda@ramonaconvent.org or (626) 282-4151 ext. 113.   

 

2018 - 2019  

Annual Giving 

Campaign 

 

mailto:gcerda@ramonaconvent.org


  

MADELEINE CAZIAN MARCO ‘80 has touched Ramona in many ways. She designed our new logo for our 

125th Anniversary, incorporating the three towers image that we use today. In 2013, she began funding a 

full year tuition scholarship. A busy mom with twins that are seniors in high school, she nurtures her love of 

art by working with a non-profit arts education program. 

Tell us a little about yourself. 
 

After graduating in 1980 I attended Cal State Long Beach for two years   

before transferring to Art Center College of Design in Pasadena where     

I graduated with a BFA in Advertising Design. As a child of the 60’s-70’s,   

I was very much influenced by what Darren Stevens did in Bewitched and 

thought to myself, “I want to do what he does,” so for the next 15 years   

I worked as an Art Director with various advertising agencies and as a 

freelancer in Los Angeles designing TV and print campaigns for national 

ads. My husband, Al, had an art publishing business and I occasionally 

collaborated on projects with him, and by the end of the 90’s started to 

work with him full time. We welcomed twins, Bella & Christopher, in 2000 

and shortly after, I decided I wanted to focus my attention on raising 

them. I've kept a foot in the door of my love of art by being involved with 

a non-profit arts education program or designing an errant project here 

and there, but what I am most proud of by far is being mom to my kids.  

 

What caused you to move to Austin, Texas? 
 

The business Al started in the 80’s was progressively morphing and     

developing but over a 25 year period we had been constantly hit with 

obstacles that were undermining growth and production. We were sort  

of at a sink-or-swim point and started to research options both in       

California and out of state, and Austin, Texas, checked most of the boxes 

- space, potential for growth, a good lifestyle for families, and the food is 

ridiculously amazing! Being born and bred Angelenos, we never had a 

desire to leave California (or say “y’all”), but when the move became a 

reality, I think we were both secretly excited at the prospect of being in 

our 50’s and starting over somewhere. The move was one of the best 

things we did. We feel blessed to consider two places as home.  

 

What did the “Ramona experience” teach/give you that has          

influenced your life? 
 

It is hard to put into words what Ramona has taught me as it goes      

beyond academics. I continue to be influenced by the six years I spent 

there as a student. The Sisters and other teachers were always so       

committed to our best interests and had faith in every girl that walked 

through Ramona’s doors. It was a safe and encouraging environment 

where we thrived and developed friendships, independence, capability, 

respect, and, in a very nurturing way, readiness to go off, build our own 

Bella, Al, Christopher, and Madeleine 

Q: 
 

A: 

Q: 
 

A: 

Q: 
 
 

A: 



  

paths, and walk the walk of the values we learned. In college I noticed very few girls participated 

in class. Those of us who regularly raised hands or spoke were chuckled at and perceived as 

some sort of anomaly, like we were trying to keep up with the boys in class. This was so foreign 

to me coming from Ramona, where the norm  was girls doing everything. Being gender-blind 

and seeing everyone as an equal is a gift I will forever be grateful for, as it helped me throughout 

my life to see possibilities instead of impossibilities. Being a “Ramona girl” means there is a deep 

fortitude and spirituality we share in our core. In so many ways, we truly are sisters for life.  

 

What motivated you to fund a full tuition scholarship for Ramona student? 
 

I’ve always been grateful to have attended Ramona Convent and since graduation I intended to 

help her mission continue in whatever way I could. Ramona makes a real difference in a young 

girl’s life, but unfortunately, not every girl who wants to go can. Being able to help someone 

have what my Ramona “sisters” and I were able to experience is a way to pay it forward. It is an 

honor.  

 

What insight would you share with our current students? 
 

The first thing would be to always work as hard as you can, but please make sure you’re having 

fun. You are young and this is what you’re supposed to do. Having two seniors in high school, I 

know how much stress and expectation you carry each day, but ten years down the line you’re 

going to look back and wish you didn’t beat yourself up so badly for not doing as well on your 

Biology exam as you expected, or spent more time with your friends and family instead of      

taking too many AP classes. The second thing I would like to say is to learn to embrace failure.   

It is a wonderful, human experience that often leads to success. If a door shuts in your face, 

know there is always another one that opens. Be fearless, and walk through that door!  

Q: 
 

A: 

Q: 
 

A: 

“Being gender-blind and seeing everyone as an equal is a gift I 

will forever be grateful for, as it helped me throughout my life 

to see possibilities instead of impossibilities. Being a “Ramona 

girl” means there is a deep fortitude and spirituality we share 

in our core. In so many ways, we truly are sisters for life.” 
 

                                           ~Madeleine Cazian Marco ‘80 

Class of 1980  

Senior Farewell 



 

 

 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY 

RAMONA’S ALUMNAE have a wide selection of events to participate in. Paint and Pour in May        

appealed to our creative alums, Dodger Night was offered in August for the sports fans, our Service & 

Spirituality in September theme included the Coastal Cleanup that enabled our alumnae to help the 

global community as they worked alongside our current students, followed by the Alumnae & Friends 

Retreat a week later.  In early May, the senior class was honored at the New Alumnae Induction 

Luncheon. During the first week of the new school year, our Legacy moms and their daughters are  

treated to a Legacy Luncheon as they get to know each other.   

January will offer the Young Alumnae Winter Break Reunion for the last five graduating classes and 

the Gold & White Reunite Game Day alumnae vs. student soccer and basketball games. The big event 

of the year, Alumnae Weekend, is always held the first weekend in March. 
New  

Alumnae 

Induction 

Lunch 
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Pour 

Coastal 

Cleanup 



 

 

 

SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY 
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Spirituality in September theme included the Coastal Cleanup that enabled our alumnae to help the 

global community as they worked alongside our current students, followed by the Alumnae & Friends 

Retreat a week later.  In early May, the senior class was honored at the New Alumnae Induction 

Luncheon. During the first week of the new school year, our Legacy moms and their daughters are  

treated to a Legacy Luncheon as they get to know each other.   
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Join us at Alumnae Weekend 2019 as our graduates gather at Ramona to celebrate 

their reunions. This year’s Honor Classes are those ending in 9’s and 4’s. Not        

celebrating an Honor Year? All alumnae and past pupils are welcome! Reach out to your 

friends and encourage them to attend. Alumnae Weekend 2019 is a great opportunity 

to reconnect with former classmates and faculty and see what’s new at Ramona! 

 

Ramona Happy Hour - Friday, March 1, 2019   

Homecoming 2019 - Saturday, March 2, 2019  
 

Ramona’s “Golden Girls” The Class of 1969 

& 

Ramona’s “Silver Sisters” The Class of 1994 

We gather at reunions to get to know our classmates again. Perhaps to get to 

know ourselves again. To listen supportively, share honestly, and respect each 

one’s journey, knowing that for all of us there have been ups and downs, victories 

and challenges, happiness and disappointments.  As we look toward the future, 

may we remember that we are Ramona women. 
 

SISTERHOOD. FOR LIFE. 



MARRIAGES 
 

Melissa Arroyo ‘97 to Ryan Martinets 

Genesis Contreras ’10 to Michael Gutierrez 

Amanda Argueta ’11 to Jesus Lopez 

 

BIRTHS 
 

Jaxson Ray, son of Jonathon Canola and Adara Ballesteros ‘14 

Sasha Pearl, daughter of Kris Johnson and Pearl Hernandez ‘98 

Charlotte Renée, daughter of Brent and Rebecca Villanueva Hopkins ‘97 

Maiella Jade, daughter of Mauricio and Geraldine Contreras Jaimerena ‘02 

Ashton Kane, son of Ryan and Melissa Arroyo Martinets ‘97 

Laputa Pan, daughter of Ta Pan Ochoa and Evelina Mills ‘04 

 

Jacynda and Maiella 

Jaimerena 

Sasha Pearl Johnson 

Charlotte Renée 

Hopkins 

Genesis and Miguel Gutierrez 

Jesus and Amanda Lopez The Martinets Family 



 

Do you want to make a significant gift to Ramona but just don’t have            

the extra funds to do so? Here’s a solution--join Ramona’s GEM (Gives            

Every Month) Society. 
 

$5.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $60.00 
 

$10.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $120.00 
 

$20.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $240.00 
 

$40.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $480.00 
 

$50.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $600.00 
 

You can choose where you want your money to go! 
 

As a member of the GEM Society, you will enjoy: 

 Hassle-free monthly donations from your credit card. 

 The knowledge that your donation is put to work immediately. 

 An annual statement provided for tax purposes. 

 The ability to change or suspend your donations at any time. 
 

Sign up online! 

1. First, go to our secure site: www.ramonaconvent.org/support/donate 

2. Next, fill out our simple form. 

3. Then, under payment Options, choose the “recurring” option. Click the proceed button. 
 

Or want to donate by mail? 

Simply fill out the envelope included in this magazine and mail it back to Ramona.   

Be sure to mark the “I would like to become a member of the GEM Society” option. 
 

Need help or have additional questions? 

Please contact Genevieve Cerda ’01 at 626-282-4151 ext. 113 or gcerda@ramonaconvent.org 

 

TIGERS
RAMONA’S NEWLY refurbished gym was blessed by 

the entire school community with the prayer service  

that opened our 129
th

 academic year.  As the only   

space on campus large enough to accommodate      

everyone, the gym is home to countless volleyball and 

basketball games, pep rallies, special events, guest 

speakers, assemblies and liturgical celebrations.  The 

cool air emanating from the air conditioning vents  

made us truly grateful to all those who contributed to 

the Beat the Heat campaign last fall.  While our        

traditional gold and white highlight the walls, the blue 

floor with the tiger paw print in the center makes it feel 

fresh and new! 



August 12, 2018  

Cathy Van Den Bosch Avery was visiting from 

out of the country so a mini-reunion was held 

at Ramona. 

l-r: Patricia Verdugo Johnson, Julie Grace   

Vallante, Sr. Kathleen Callaway, Cathy Van 

Den Bosch Avery, Teresa Winters Musso,   

Cynthia Amador Diaz 

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13
TH

, the Class of 1978 gathered      

together in the Junior Living Room to reunite, reconnect and       

revitalize friendships for their 40
th

 Class Reunion. 
 

Out of a graduating class of approximately 118, which was the   

largest at the time, 32 girls, now women, came together for the   

afternoon.  Yellow roses adorned each place setting.  We heard  

from over 60 classmates.  
 

Of course, the years have not aged us nor changed us.  Shouts of  

joy and hugs abounded as we saw one another.  We promised that 

we would not let another ten years go by to see each  other again.  
 

It was evident that our ability to meet life head on, be successful, 

and handle setbacks was a result of our educational experience      

at Ramona. There could be no other explanation that our accom-

plishments were a direct result of our schooling. 
 

Just being together, even for a short time, was a gift.  As the day 

went on, deep down, our class knew we were bonded forever as  

Sisters, Classmates and Friends. For Life. 

                ~Julie Grace Vallante ‘78 

 



  

On Saturday, July 14th, members of the Class of 1993 enjoyed 

a picnic in Rose Heath along with their husbands and children.  

l-r: Nancy Ortega Crawford, Jessica Escobar, Trina Tinoco 

Yunker, Lizette Molina-Solis, and Antonia Ayala Jimenez 

The Class of 1983 met in two different         

locations to celebrate their 35th reunion! 

The first group met on July 7 for brunch at     

Luminarias in Monterey Park. They were especial-

ly happy to welcome Evelyn Gonzalez all the way 

from Mexico City! 

Clockwise, front to back and around: Natalie 

Fratino, Rita Villalobos Lara, Carol Valadez, Tracy 

Teran Lopez, Evelyn Gonzalez, Florina Montiel 

Roehn, Lisa Ochoa Lyons, Pattie Soltero Sanchez, 

Ruby Sanchez, Christina Kusch, Renee Chavez 

The second gathering was July 8 in Dallas, 

Texas where Nahed (Nona) Abdel       

Megiddo and Tina Lusk Carter reunited! 

Class reunions are as diverse as the classes themselves!  Many 

classes celebrate at a private home or local restaurant the 

weekend of Ramona's annual Alumnae Weekend celebration 

which is held the first weekend in March. Recently, many     

classes have been holding mini-reunions. Whatever your class 

chooses to do, it's a good way to reconnect with old friends! 
 

If you need to stick to a budget or just want to take a walk 

down memory lane, consider having your reunion here at    

Ramona. The Holy Family Room, Junior Living Room, or       

Pavilion/Fountain area can accommodate different size 

groups and you will not have the time constraints or expense 

that renting  a banquet room does. Some classes have         

celebrated  by having a family picnic in Rose Heath. 
 

In today’s busy world, it’s difficult to find the time to organize a 

reunion. We recommend using the Homecoming Mass and 

Luncheon as your reunion celebration day. Individual classes 

are seated together so you can just sit back and enjoy each 

other’s company! 
 

Organizing your reunion is the responsibility of the class itself. 

The Alumnae Office provides information, answers questions, 

makes caterer recommendations, and is happy to connect you 

with other alumnae who have recently organized their own  

reunions. 
 

This is how we can help your reunion be a successful one: 

   Provide the class list for your invitation outreach. 

   Advertise the date in Ramona Magazine, the alumnae 

    e-newsletter, and on our website. 

   If you are having your reunion here on campus, we will  

    do the room set-up and arrange for access to the campus. 
 

For more information, please contact:  
  

Julie C. Huntley '72 

Director of Alumnae Relations 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

1983 

1983 

1993 



  

 

WE, THE CLASS OF 2008, held our 10 year reunion in the JLR on the second hottest day in the month of   

July. Even though the window units were blasting, the only distraction from the heat was seeing our class-

mates again after so many years. Thirty alumnae and five teachers gathered together to rediscover our  

younger selves as well as get to know our current selves.  

 

As we shared our lives with each other, we learned about the women we’ve grown into: chefs, business       

associates, teachers, entrepreneurs - all careers that Ramona prepared us for. Some classmates had started 

their own ventures so when we purchased items for the reunion, we supported their businesses wherever we 

could.  Others traveled from as far as San Diego and San Francisco to attend!  Throughout the evening, we 

ate dinner, played games, caught up, and even danced! The evening would not have been such a success 

without the team of alumnae from our class. From setting up to providing donations to cleaning up, the   

planning team helped create a memorable event. Attendees also took pictures at the photo booth and could 

even post on Snapchat with a customized Class of 2008 filter! Every attendee left with a long stem rose that 

had a quote from Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls (the book is worth it - the inscription alone will make you 

cry). We  hope that each detail of the event made each Ramona girl feel special.  It was a fun, laughter-filled 

evening that allowed us to be free to reminisce in each other’s company.  
 

                                                                                                                                  ~Mary Bartolini ‘08 



 

  

ALUMNAE UPDATES 

1965 
Dr. Victoria Rue ‘65 has received a  

Fulbright award. As a Fulbright   

Scholar, she will teach and create a 

play about Mary/Maryam in 21st   

century Bethlehem. This project will 

take her to Israel/Palestine. She will 

teach and create the play for the fall 

semester 2018 at Dar Al Kalima      

University College of Arts and Culture, 

Bethlehem, Occupied Territories of 

Palestine, Israel. 
 

1979 
Maria Smith Pimentel ‘79 was 

awarded the Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Award by Bishop Gerald R. Barnes of 

the Diocese of San Bernardino. Maria 

is the Right to Life Coordinator for St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Church of Ontar-

io.  The recipients of the award have 

demonstrated exemplary generosity, 

leadership, and service for the com-

mon good of the diocesan or local 

civic communities. 

1992 
Angela Kwan ‘92 earned her Master 

of Physical Therapy from the Universi-

ty of Maryland in 1999. She worked 

for 15 years at USC’s Keck Medical 

Center teaching Physical Therapy   

students. In May 2018 she received 

her Doctor of Physical Therapy from 

USC. 
 

2014 

Sierra Gruca ‘14 graduated from the 

University of San Francisco with a B.A. 

in Psychology Cum Laude and a minor 

in Performing Arts and Social justice 

with an emphasis in Dance. Dean’s 

List: 2014-2015 & 2017-2018. 

Aimee Hernandez ‘14 graduated    

Cum Laude from Mount Saint Mary’s 

University with a B.A. in Marketing. 

She was selected by the American  

Advertising Federation (AFF) as one  

of the Most Promising Multicultural         

Students, Class of 2018. 

Kaylin Hernandez ‘14 graduated 

from the University of San Francisco. 

She is currently pursuing a Dual    

Master’s degree in Counseling and 

Forensic Psychology at Holy Names 

University. 
 

Erika Ngo ‘14 earned her B.A. in   

Psychology from Whittier College. 

She is working as a full time legisla-

tive staff person to a California     

State Assemblyperson while being 

enrolled at California State University, 

Sacramento. Upon completion, she 

will receive a Capital Fellows Graduate 

Certificate in Applied Policy and   

Government. 
 

Julieta Perales ‘14 graduated from 

Santa Clara University with a B.A. in  

Psychology and Spanish Studies. She 

is currently a 1st grade teacher for 

Teach America and is pursuing her 

M.A. in Education at University of  

Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Aimee Hernandez ‘14 

Kaylin Hernandez ‘14 

Angela Kwan ‘92 

Sierra Gruca ‘14 



  

Jessica Ta ‘14 graduated in May   

with a B.S. in Biological Sciences and  

a  minor in Military Sciences at      

California State University, Fullerton.  

She is currently pursuing an MBA in 

Health Management at CSUF.  

Ellen Urtecho ‘14 graduated Magna 

Cum Laude from St. John’s university 

with a B.A. in English and a minor in 

Theology. She is currently pursuing a 

Social Work degree and is in a two 

year program concentrating in Social 

Change and Innovation at USC. She 

was a Writing Center Consultant for 

two years at St. John's University, and 

will also be a Writing Consultant at 

USC beginning this fall. 

 

Isabella Virgen ‘14 graduated a   

semester early from Saint Mary’s   

College of California with a B.A. in 

Psychology with a Concentration      

in Child/Adolescent Development. 

Because she graduated early she was 

given the opportunity to begin   

working as a Lasallian Volunteer in a 

Campus Ministry & Student Life    

position at Bishop Loughlin Memorial 

High School in Brooklyn, New York   

as part  of the Lasallian Volunteer 

Program. She has returned to Bishop 

Loughlin for her second year as a 

Lasallian  Volunteer.   

Ashton Wolffe ‘14  earned a B.S. in 

Health Science from Dominican    

University of California. She will be 

continuing her studies at Dominican 

for an additional year and will gradu-

ate with her M.S. in Occupational 

Therapy in May 2019.   

Ellen Urtecho ‘14 

Isabella Virgen ‘14 

 

Karina Garcia ‘11 is a new kinder-

garten teacher at Dr. George Wash-

ington Carver Elementary School, 

one of the areas high-poverty 

schools, in the Bayview area of San 

Francisco. She shared her thoughts 

with Public Radio station KALW: 

“Almost everything I went to school 

for in terms of social justice — trying 

to work in a community like this, 

disrupting the narrative about black 

and brown kids — it’s all manifesting 

now in this school and this commu-

nity and I’m so happy to be here.”  

Karina Garcia, center, with fellow SFUSD 

educators, checks out the  Joseph Lee 

Rec Center in the Bayview district. 

2015 

Jessica Franco ‘15  explored Rwanda 

on a school immersion trip with Santa 

Clara University. She was  interviewed 

by the local news station for her    

participation in Umaganda Day, a day 

where everyone participates in a full 

day of community service. She spent 

her day digging the foundation for a 

new school.  

Jessica Ta‘14 

Ashton Wolffe ‘14 

Jessica Franco ‘15 



Planned Giving is a  

Personal Approach to Giving 
 
A gift in your will is a heartfelt way to support the causes and organizations that are 

close to your heart. It’s an easy way to support Ramona’s mission in the future without 

using any of your assets today. There are two special features that make this a popular 

type of gift: 
 

1.   Flexibility. A gift in your will lets you balance your charitable goals with the future 

needs of your loved ones. Because you aren’t parting with assets today, you don’t 

have to worry about living expenses and future medical costs should you need the 

assets during your lifetime. Plus, you can change your mind at any time. 
 

2. Versatility. You can give a percentage of your estate to Ramona Convent Second-

ary School. Most people can’t predict the exact size of their final estate; therefore, 

making a gift by using a percentage amount can be a more effective means of    

dividing it. This allows you to benefit loved ones and Ramona in proportion. 
 

One Sentence Is All It Takes 

Including Ramona in your future plans is easy, all it takes is one sentence. Contact Sister 

Kathleen Callaway at callaway@ramonaconvent.org or 626-282-4151 ext. 157 to request 

sample language you can use to include us in your will or living trust. If you’ve already 

made a gift to us in your future plans, let us know so we can ensure your gift is used as 

you intend. 
 

Those who have included Ramona in their will or living trust automatically become 

members of the Marie-Rose Legacy Society. Named in honor of Mother Marie-Rose 

Durocher, foundress Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, the Marie-Rose   

Legacy Society helps to ensure that young women will continue to benefit from the 

quality Catholic education offered at Ramona. Demonstrate your belief in tomorrow by  

making a Legacy Society gift that will help support Ramona for generations to come. 

 

http://ramonaconvent.planmylegacy.org/#


 

Barbara Parsons Merrill ‘40 

Theresa Kirsch Ricciardi ‘41 

Patricia Balue ’43, sister of Joan Murphy Balue ’55; mother of Cynthia Balue ’75,     

Lorinda Balue Raquipiso ’81, and Jennifer Balue Harnsberger ’84; cousin of Paula  

Chichester Raney ‘62 

Esther Andary Waldeck ‘43, mother of Pamela Waldeck Fox ‘72; step-mother of    

Patricia Waldeck ‘62, Nancy Waldeck ‘65, and Michele Waldeck McGowan ‘68 

Rosalie Anne Venice Culver ‘47 

Nancy Barrett Willis ‘47 

Karen Duff Anderson ‘49 

Anna Maria Angelino Sederberg ‘55 

Sister Deborah Church, SNJM ’56, sister of Ardath Church Jepson ’58 and Mary 

Church Alvitre ‘61 

Benita Radiagan Polkinghorn ‘66 

Margaret O’Brien ‘68 

 

 

Tom Bizzarri, father of Janine Bizarri Hattem ’74 and Joline Bizzarri Castuera ‘75 

Sister Patricia Bussman, SNJM (former faculty) 

William Davidson, father of Kelsey Davidson ‘02 (staff) 

Catherine Funaro, mother of Alia Funaro ‘94 

Jimmy Imperial, father of Erika Ngo ‘14 

Leo Knipscheer, brother of Diane Knipscheer Bauer ’51 and Donna Knipscheer 

Thornton ‘57 

Mary Vicenta Ludena, mother of Angela Ludena DeCuir ’85 and Suzanne Ludena 

Hoyos ‘87 

Mary Mallen (former faculty) 

Michael Manocchio, father of Nancy Manocchio Chatelain ‘78 

Irma Quinones, mother of Rose Marie Quinones ‘75 

Carlos D. Rodriguez, father of Linda Rodriguez-Cameron ‘78 

Harold “Red” Senneff, father-in-law of Margaret Foran Senneff ‘72 

 

Sister Patricia Bussman (Sister Mary Annunciata)  

              1933 - 2018 
 

Sister Patricia was an educator to both students and other educators. She 

started her teaching with a brief three years in elementary education at St. 

Mary (Los Angeles), Ramona Convent Junior School (Alhambra) and Saint 

Mark (Venice). Then for the next 30 years or so she was in secondary      

education as teacher, Dean of Girls or principal at Saint Andrew (Pasadena), 

Ramona Convent Secondary School (Alhambra) and Holy Names High 

School (Oakland). For ten years Sister Patricia served as Secondary School 

Supervisor for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles supporting schools, administrators and 

faculties throughout the Archdiocese. She finished her active ministry at Damien High 

School in La Verne teaching math to high school boys. At the time of her death, Sister 

Patricia had been a professed Sister of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary for 64 years. 
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