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 MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

 

Ramona Convent, a welcoming Catholic college-preparatory high school,  

sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, 

 graduates empowered, resilient, socially conscious young women prepared  

to meet the challenges of the 21st century global community. 

 

 
 

PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE 
 

        A Ramona Graduate is a… 

 A Woman of Faith 

 A Critical Thinker 

 An Effective Communicator 

 A Confident Leader 

 A Creative Problem Solver 

 Committed to Personal Growth 

 

 
 

SNJM  

CORE VALUES 
   
 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

is published twice a year by 

Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

Alhambra, California 91803 

(626) 282-4151 

(626) 281-0797 (fax) 

www.ramonaconvent.org 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 

we have eliminated the multiple copies of    

mailed to each household. Please 

contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151   

ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra copy 

or if you would prefer to receive your copy   

electronically.  

 

Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 

most accurate and up-to-date information in all 

of our publications. However, unintentional errors 

may appear. As a result, we ask you to contact 

the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  

the event that there are any factual errors. We will 

correct these errors in the next publication. We 

appreciate the interests and concerns of our 

readers and welcome any assistance toward 

achieving our goals. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Recently, as we were talking about Ramona’s 130
th

 anniversary, one of our 

young women asked me: “What was Ramona like 130 years ago?”  For start-

ers, we all know there was no San Bernardino Freeway; there were no Metrolink 

trains; and there was no city of Alhambra.  The Sisters’ Chronicles report that: 

“The first view of the proposed building was not entirely encouraging.  No trees 

relieved the bareness of the site. Wild mustard and scant grasses were the only 

vegetation. It had never been plowed, but had served as a sheep pasture for 

some years.” To further place this in context, California had only been a state 

for thirty-nine years; the Sisters of the Holy Names had only been in California 

for twenty-one years; the population of the Los Angeles basin was only 50,000 

people.   
 

Would the students who enrolled 130 

years ago recognize the convent on “Adobe  

Hill” now? Though the hitching post stands          

sentinel on Alumnae Drive as a reminder of the 

horse and buggy days, it no longer marks the 

main entrance to the school. The land is defi-

nitely no longer void of vegetation; including  

the recently donated trees, our count now stands 

at 645 trees. 
 

Electricity and the telephone came to Ramona in 1900.  In May, 1913 Ramona was        

accredited by the University of California – one of the first high schools to receive this  

distinction; now having been continuously accredited for 105 years, we are preparing for 

our regular accreditation visit by the WCEA (Western Catholic Education Association and 

WASC (Western Association of Schools and Colleges).  

 

While the San Gabriel Valley has changed, Ramona’s mission of empowering young  

women through education has not. Though it may be expressed a bit differently than it 

was 130 years ago, the portrait of a Ramona graduate has always been: 
 

 

 

 
 

It is today’s Ramona that we proudly present in these pages. It is today’s young women 

who count on your support.  While we may be rooted in the past, Ramona is definitely not 

stuck in it. Echoing the words of Blessed Marie Rose, we proudly proclaim “We have lived 

each moment to the  fullest, and we look forward to the future with confidence.” 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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 A woman of faith 

 A critical thinker 

 An effective communicator  

 A confident leader 

 A creative problem solver 

 Committed to personal growth  



Dear Ramona Family, 

 

One of the most moving moments of our sophomores’ recent Theology      

field trip to the Museum of Tolerance was our conversation with Ms. Renee 

Firestone, a 95 year-old survivor of  Auschwitz-Birkenau.  

 

She told us she used to wonder why she survived the brutal conditions of a 

Nazi death camp when millions did not. In the years since her liberation, she 

has concluded that she lived so she could tell her story.   

 

If we want to make the world a kinder place, listening to another person’s 

story is a good place to start. Ms. Firestone’s youth during World War II in 

Eastern Europe was completely different from our sophomores’ lives, yet  

across momentous events of history, the power of her story helps us develop 

empathy and a resolve not to repeat the evils of the past.  

 

At Ramona, we are blessed with abundant opportunities to learn from others’ stories. Our 

community of students, teachers and families is as diverse as southern California, our 

skilled teachers instill a global perspective, and the Sisters of the Holy Names Network of 

Schools extends friendship and collaboration across America, Canada, and Africa. 

 

Whether interviewing a relative for an oral history project in their Freshman Global      

Studies class, analyzing food scarcity maps in AP Environmental Science, developing     

fluency in French and Spanish, reading cross culturally, or traveling the globe, our         

students’ understanding of the world starts with empathy. It is the foundation of  

the critical thinking and leadership skills that will make a difference in their lives  

and the world around them.   

 

I hope you enjoy reading about some of the programs at Ramona that prepare our       

students to meet the challenges of our global community.  

 

And, as always, please stop by for a visit. We’d love to hear your story! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 
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30 AP Scholars 



128th Annual 

 Commencement 

May 25, 2019 
 

 

At Ramona’s 128th commencement, our guest speaker, 

Monica J. Solórzano ‘98, spoke of the value of an all-girls’ 

education. “Developing my confidence and honing my 

voice with other young women gave me the ability to use 

that voice later in situations that may have otherwise intimi-

dated me.” She expressed her gratitude to her parents for 

their unwavering support and to Ramona for the quality 

education and the lasting friendships created while she was 

a student here. She graciously acknowledged the teachers 

who had a significant impact on her readiness to attend 

Princeton University for undergraduate and Columbia    

University for her graduate degree.  The outcome of which 

led to her working for Congress in Washington, D.C. and to 

her current position as Assistant Director, Governmental 

Relations at UC Santa Barbara.   

 

Monica emphasized to the graduates the importance of     

having a blueprint for the future but shared that the life 

they build might end up looking different than their original 

plan; a common theme that many of our alumnae have 

shared over the years. Life can consist of many detours! 

 

As the seniors gathered outside Rose Heath, their excite-

ment was palpable as they realized that the graduation  

ceremony marked the culmination of four years of hard 

work and that their time together as the Class of 2019 was 

quickly coming to an end. 
 

As decades of graduating classes had done before them, 

the girls processed down the aisle amid families and friends 

eager to share in their special day. Salutatorian Calista    

Rugama eloquently shared memories and hopes for the 

future. 

 

“To me, being a Ramona graduate is     

having a light that you will carry with  

you, that will brighten your way from      

today through your next twenty years    

and beyond. I am so grateful to have had 

that light, and I hope it will stay strong   

for all of you.” 
 

                                        ~Monica J. Solórzano ‘98 

Sr. Kathleen,  

Alexandra Montoya,  

and Ms. Mansell 

Monica J. Solórzano ‘98 



WITH PASSION that comes from their personal           

experiences and deep commitments to the power of  

communication, Ramona’s World Language teachers    

ensure that their students develop a global mindset.   

 

Fluency in a language other than English increases        

understanding of other peoples and cultures, essential in a 

global economy. All Ramona students take a minimum of 

three years of Spanish or French and most continue with 

their language studies through the Advanced Placement 

level.  

 

Born in Central America to a Spanish father and a Salvado-

rian mother, Department Chairperson Mrs. Norma Jovel 

immigrated to the United States when she was eleven. She 

considers herself bi-cultural, “I am an American but still 

adhere to some of my parents’ customs and traditions.” 

She shares her background with her students and teaches 

them to respect other cultural beliefs, values, and customs.  

 

Whether in her Spanish 1 or her AP Spanish Literature and    

Culture classes, Mrs. Jovel’s students encounter readings 

from a variety of Spanish-speaking countries. She says, “I 

teach Ramona girls to have faith and believe in them-

selves. In life, they are going to face challenges, and they 

must overcome them by being open minded and perse-

vering. Learning a second language promotes Ramona’s 

philosophy of confidence and personal growth.”  

 

Mr. Alberto Chavarria, Director of Guidance and AP 

Spanish Language and Culture teacher, also knows first-

hand the power of being bi-cultural. He says, “Even 

though I was brought to the United States at nine 

months, I’ve been able to preserve my Salvadorian      

culture through my parents’ belief in never forgetting 

one’s roots.”   
 

Wearing both his “college counselor” and “teacher” hats, 

he  impresses upon his students the value of bilingualism 

in the global job market and points out that research 

indicates that students who speak a second language 

tend to multi-task better than monolinguals. He notes, 

“95-100% of my class is conducted in Spanish. Students 

comprehend what being bilingual and bi-literate means 

when they are required to speak and write in the target 

language.” He’s proud of the many Ramona students 

who continue their language studies in college.    

Language and empathy are key 

Mr. Alberto Chavarria 

Mrs. Norma Jovel 



“Being fluent in another      

language develops character 

and sympathy towards       

others.”  
 

            ~Dr. Victoria Lau 

The newest member of the World Languages Depart-

ment, Dr. Victoria Lau, was born in Peru. She believes, 

“In our world everything is connected, so understanding 

others’ cultures plays a significant role in the job market 

as well as the growth of the individual. Being fluent in 

another language develops character and sympathy 

towards others.”  
 

In her Spanish 2, Spanish 3, and AP Spanish Language   

and Culture classes, Dr. Lau is attentive to clarifying the       

varying idiomatic expressions based on the region 

where the Spanish is spoken. She notes, “A quality    

education is imperative to face the challenges of the 

21
st
 Century global community. It is clear that students 

at Ramona take these issues seriously and this           

institution offers them opportunities to make better 

decisions for themselves and for the world later on in 

life.” 

 

With her extensive experience living and studying in 

France, Germany, and Nigeria, Ms. Kimberly Ady 

brings global perspective to her French classes. Fluent 

in French, German, and Yorùbá, Ms. Ady, who previously 

taught both high school and college, loves teaching 

Ramona students.   
 

She says, “I love sharing my passion for France, for 

French and francophone cultures, and for international 

travel. Knowing French opens up the world—more than 

300 million speakers on five continents speak French. 

It’s an invaluable language for the international job 

market, an essential language for higher education,  

and, most importantly, it is so much fun to learn and   

to speak!” 

 

Ms. Kimberly Ady 

Dr. Victoria Lau 



 

UNDER THE leadership of French teacher Kimberly Ady, Ramona has established a partnership 

with L’Institut Saint Joseph (St. Jo’s High School), a Catholic school in Le Havre, France. Initially, 

Ms. Ady was hoping only to connect her French students with pen pals, but to her delight, the 

program has expanded into global connections that offer our students unparalleled opportu-

nities.  
 

Last year Ramona students and their families hosted French students for two weeks. During 

this first visit, the melodious French language could be heard ringing throughout the Ramona 

hallways and across the campus, as new friends spent time with their American hosts,          

attending classes, and experiencing daily life at Ramona. Soon thereafter, St. Jo teachers and 

students extended a warm invitation to Ramona students not only to travel to Le Havre for a 

return visit, but also to participate in a very special annual global leadership event held at their 

school, the Sixth Annual Normandy International Youth Leadership Summit (NIYLS).  
 

This opportunity was open to all Ramona students, and, based on the quality and depth of 

their applications, Casandra Bonada ‘20, Gaby Deusch ’21, Marisa Gomez ‘22, Marisa 

Guerrero ‘22, Alyssa Macias-Orgaz ’21, and Winnie Wen ‘20 were selected to participate.  
 

In preparation for the Summit, students have been busy researching their assigned issues   

related to 21
st
 Century challenges, the global petrol crisis, environmental destruction, food 

scarcity, and ways in which all students can create a “Zero Waste School.” While at the Summit, 

Ramona students will engage in intensive discussions and debates with students from 20 

countries, including South Africa, Costa Rica, Indonesia, and Sweden. All delegations will give 

presentations and attend the Positive Economy Forum, which will simultaneously be in session 

in Le Havre. They will dive deeply into tackling serious world issues and will develop concrete 

plans to address these issues once they have returned home.  
 

In addition to their participation in the Summit, students will stay with new friends, attend  

classes at St. Jo’s, explore Le Havre, and visit Paris.  



“The Ramona community is already looking forward to the 

fresh ideas, inspiration, and global perspectives our delegates 

will share with us once they have returned from the Youth   

Leadership Summit; we believe they will be well-positioned to 

help us address some of the pressing challenges that face our 

community and our world.”    
            ~Ms. Kimberly Ady 



YAN HEI “Isabel” CHENG ‘23  

(Hong Kong) 
 

What is the general perception of the U.S. in 

your home country? 
 

My home country perceives the United States as 

a free, open and strong country, which has a 

unique education system that allows students to 

interact more during lessons. It is also less 

cramped and has a high living standard. 
 

What do you miss most about home? 
 

I miss the convenience of the city as well as my 

friends and family. They have been working hard 

for my opportunity to be here, and I am very 

thankful. 
 

How is your school experience in the U.S.   

different from home? 
 

This school provides more interactions and more 

opportunity to express my own opinions. My    

teachers here are extremely friendly and do not  

hesitate to help me when in need.   

Freshman Yan Hei Cheng 

and Sophomore Jihyun Ryu 

What is the best part about being a student at         

Ramona?  What’s challenging? 
 

The best part is being able to widen my 

knowledge.  I get to meet people from different 

backgrounds and cultures.  The students here are 

also really helpful and kind.  I can’t thank them 

enough.  I am not fluent in English and still don’t 

really get the hang of things around here, so it is 

indeed a challenge for me. 
 

How do you like to spend your free time? 
 

I enjoy my hobbies of reading, doodling, and 

playing sports.  Of course, I occasionally hang out 

with my friends as well.  

 

JIHYUN “Abigail” RYU ’22  

(South Korea)  
 

What do you find most surprising about living 

in the United States? 
 

The most surprising thing is finding different cul-

tures woven together. Since I came here I have 

gone to Chinatown, Koreatown, Japan Town and 

experienced the wider America culture. My host 

family is Mexican American and hugged and 

kissed when we first met. I can learn to under-

stand many different traditions by living here.  
 

What do you miss most about home? 
 

I miss my parents and the little things, like going 

out to dinner, having lunch together, going   

bowling, and just talking about the day.   
 

What would you like to share with others 

about your home country? 
 

Around 74 years ago we were ruled by Japan and 

times were really hard for the Korean people.  

Now we are in the top 10 economically. Samsung, 

LG and K-Pop have made a difference.   
 

What’s the best part about being a student at          

Ramona?  What’s challenging? 
 

What I like best is the chance to participate in 

clubs. I look forward to being involved in theater, 

 

This year, Ramona welcomes twelve international students all of whom plan to attend an American university after     

graduating from Ramona. In addition to tackling the same curriculum as any Ramona girl, they have the additional     

challenges of navigating a new culture, honing their English language skills, and living with a host family. Meet three of  

our international students to learn about the diverse and vibrant perspectives they bring to our community. 
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Ramona students join our 

International students for 

a beginning of the  

school year photo 

Model UN, and Ramona Ambassadors, and I 

hope to create a Dance Club. The most challeng-

ing thing is not doing everything I want to do 

until I get adjusted to studying in the English  

language.  
 

How do you like to spend your free time? 
 

Singing, dancing, bowling, sports, and running 

are a few of my favorite things! 

 

YONGYI “Winnie” WEN ’20  

(China)  
 

What do you find most surprising about living 

in the United States? 

 

Almost everyone told me that you can’t do any-

thing without a car here. At first, I didn’t believe 

them, but then one Saturday I planned to go to 

the Robotics Team meeting to build robots at 

school. It took me one and a half hours to go 

from home to school by bus, which was a 20 mi-

nute drive. After that, I started to learn to drive. 
 

What’s the general perception of the U.S. in 

your home country? 
 

The sky is blue without any clouds.  Every beach 

has clean sand and clear water.  Everyone likes 

beef steaks.  
 

What do you miss most about home? 

 

I miss homemade food.  Living in southern China, 

where the food is the most delicious food in the 

world, my father enjoyed cooking for me. Eating 

with my family was the biggest part of my day. I 

miss it so much. Now, I’ve learned to become a 

good cook too.  

What would you like to share with others 

about your home country? 
 

I live on the 19th floor which is 2,500 inches 

above the ground. We do have stairs, but every-

one prefers to use the elevator. Also, public 

transportation is super convenient.  No one 

needs a car to go to school. 
 

What’s the best part about being a student at 

Ramona?  What’s challenging? 
 

The best part is the flexibility of the class sched-

ule.  I can choose the classes I like. I learn by be-

ing inspired. The most challenging part is living 

without my parents. They miss witnessing me 

grow up as an independent woman. Growing up 

without them is always challenging for me. 
 

How do you like to spend your free time? 
 

I like painting. I recently got a used piano, so  

playing the piano has become my entertainment.  

I’m also writing a diary to keep track of my life.  

Senior Yongyi Wen 
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VISITING SHIPYARDS, nuclear labs, and bunkers 

throughout the San Francisco Bay Area was the award 

Ms. Val Green, Social Studies Department, received for 

her appointment as a  Summer Scholar in the National 

Humanities Workshop: Movement, Mobilization, and  

Militarization: World War II and the Home Front. But 

don’t feel sorry for her, she loves exploring history.  
 

The NEH workshop focused on how WWII transformed     

California and the nation through the movement of    

diverse groups of people to California; how mobilization 

for war was made possible; and how UC Berkeley and the 

West became a center for militarization.  
 

In addition to visiting geographical formations, historic 

sites, museums, and memorials with other avid history 

teachers, Ms. Green found time to meet up with several 

alumnae who are attending college in the Bay Area.  
 

Ms. Aulikki Flagan, Science Department, is now a      

certified National Geographic Educator. She says, 

“Previously, my classroom activities have always been just 

to benefit local communities, but this program taught me 

to expand my horizons to include the entire globe.”  
 

With this certification, Ms. Flagan and her AP Environ-

mental Science, Honors Biology and Engineering        

students use National Geographic Explorer Classrooms  

to connect to scientists who bring science, exploration, 

and conservation to life through live video events. 
 

Here’s what Ms. Flagan has to say about the program:  

“My biology students explored data showing how       

humans have changed Earth’s land. They realized that 

suitable agricultural land is a limited resource, researched 

factors that affect the distribution of land and how land 

is altered by human development in Africa, South   

America and the United States, and apprehended how 

different countries utilize land for different 

purposes.  Students designed solutions to 

make the usable land more productive. 
 

My AP Environmental students researched 

how to decrease air pollution to improve 

the health of people across the globe.   

Developing countries rely on biomass      

for domestic heat energy.  Wood is often 

burned indoors in simple stoves, and this 

indoor pollution harms inhabitants living   

in poverty. Students designed and created 

solar cookers that could be used to heat 

food in developing countries. The hope  

was that these simple solar cookers would 

eliminate indoor pollution. The cookers 

were reusable and required no additional 

costs or energy to heat the food.” 

Briana Ong  ‘16 (UC Berkeley), Lily 

Perales ‘16 (University of San    

Francisco) Ms. Val Green, and Arely 

Ortiz ‘16 (UC Berkeley) 

 

 

Mrs. Aulikki Flagan 



Mr. Brian Kays, Director of Innovation and  

Technology Integration and Physics teacher, will 

help administer a three million dollar grant to 

encourage young women to major in physics as 

a national STEP UP Ambassador. Collaborating 

with other physics teachers, the American    

Physical Society, the American Association of 

Physics Teachers, and several colleges, he will 

teach science teachers how to encourage girls to 

pursue physics in college.  He says, “The goal is 

to increase the representation of women among 

physics bachelor’s degrees and begin to shift 

deep-seated cultural views of who does physics.” 

Mr. Kays’ encouragement has already had an 

impact on some recent graduates who now plan 

to study physics in college.   
 

To bring deep understanding of the Holocaust,           

anti-Semitism, and modern-day prejudice to the world   

is the goal of the Eileen Ludwig Greenland National  

Bearing Witness Institute. This summer, Ms. Amanda 

Argueta ‘11, Theology Department, was accepted to  

this highly competitive program.  
 

During five intensive days in Washington D.C.,              

Ms. Argueta visited the United States Catholic Confer-

ence of Bishops, the Embassy of Israel, Georgetown   

University, and the United States Holocaust Museum    

for sessions led by specialists in Jewish and Holocaust 

studies and Catholic-Jewish relations. She plans to share 

these “life-altering and eye-opening experiences” with 

her students.  

   “Previously, my classroom 

     activities have always been 

just to benefit local communi-

ties, but this program taught 

me to expand my horizons to 

include the entire globe.”  
 

                                ~Mrs. Aulikki Flagan 

 

Mr. Brian Kays 

Ms. Amanda Argueta ‘11 



 

Connections with Holy Names schools and ministries 

in Canada and Africa offer Ramona students      

unique experiences of friendship and knowledge.  

 

Naolin Crosthwaite-Gonzalez ’22, Amelia 

Fletes ’22, and Anissa Foster ’22 will travel to 

St. Mary’s Academy in Winnipeg, Canada, to 

help the school community celebrate its 150
th

 

birthday. Students will stay with school families, 

visit classes, and experience the culture and  

history of Winnipeg through hikes, tours, and 

service projects. All three students, who will be 

accompanied by Sister Anna Keim, SNJM and 

Mrs. Halina Szymanski, are looking forward to 

forming bonds of sisterhood with new friends 

across the border.  
 

Ramona students also support the SNJM 

schools and medical clinics in Lesotho. Currently 

about 150 Sisters of the Holy Names and      

 
 

“The MakerDen: Empowering High School Girls,” Ramona’s 

new video highlighting the confidence and creativity of our 

students’ work will be featured at this year’s International 

Symposium of Academic Makerspaces at Yale University in 

a screening led by Mr. Brian Kays, Director of Innovation 

and Technology Integration.  
 

Ramona’s video was selected by the Higher Education  

Makerspace Initiative, a consortium consisting of MIT, Yale, 

UC Berkeley, Stanford, Case Western, Georgian Tech, and 

Olin. Ramona’s is the only high school video that will be 

featured at this conference.  The symposium brings     

together university leaders and teachers, government policy 

makers, educational researchers and makerspace managers 

to build community and make available best practices for 

these creative spaces. To see how our Ramona students’ 

experiences in our MakerDen are helping them break     

barriers, watch:  

 

www.ramonaconvent.org/makerspace-video 

associates minister in this small landlocked country in Africa.  As 

Sister Anna points out, “Our sisters there grow spinach, squash, and 

corn and raise pigs and chickens as part of a project to provide   

better nutrition to HIV patients. “ Every November Ramona students 

study Lesotho’s challenges and raise funds to support the Sisters’ 

work.   

http://www.ramonaconvent.org/makerspace-video


“Having a global perspective widens peoples’ viewpoints 

and helps them draw more complete conclusions about 

society and their place in it. It can help develop empathy.” 

Ms. Maggie Averill, Arts Department Chairperson 

 

“Global perspective means a student is able to go beyond 

her own experiences, her own culture to explore what    

being human means. Hopefully she begins to develop a 

worldview that does not have herself at the center. I hope 

students graduate knowing they will be global women  

and connected far beyond their own situation and life   

circumstances. “ 

Sister Daleen Larkin, SNJM, Theology Department 

Chairperson 

 

“The philosophy of the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus 

and Mary recognizes a global world for what it is—

strengths and weaknesses alike—and responds to that 

world with compassion and a critical approach to making 

the world a better, global place.” 

Dr. Matthew Vincent-Carrillo, English Department 

Chairperson 

“The Library collection is alive with multi-cultural literature, 

research materials that offer diverse points of view,       

including access to newspapers and journals from other 

countries. As student learn to evaluate information in a 

cultural context, they deepen their respect for others and 

broaden their world view. “ 

Ms. Aniko Tegtmeier, Librarian 

 

“The world is a smaller place today….Nations are more 

closely connected through trade and the interchange of 

ideas….Increased understanding of other cultures lessens 

intolerance and helps us understand that people around 

the world are more similar than they are different.” 

Mr. David Gray, Social Studies Department Chairperson 

 
“A global perspective provides our students with the    

confidence to take action to not only improve their own 

lives, but to positively influence the lives of others.” 

Ms. Alma Garcia, Math Department Chairperson 

Our teachers share their thoughts on the necessity of teaching with a more expansive point of view 

Ramona’s faculty and staff 

pose for a “start of the new 

school year” photo taken by 

our Digital Media Design 

class’s drone. 
 

Photo taken by DMD teacher  

Veronica Bacio Fernandez ‘00 



Vicki Pauls Boore ‘61 Memorial  

Scholarship Endowment Fund 

Lisa Boore Lambert '82 and her sister Jennifer Boore Bahou '87 have decided to continue 

their legacy at Ramona Convent by establishing a Scholarship Endowment in memory of their 

mother. This scholarship endowment, to be called the Vicki Pauls Boore '61 Memorial Scholarship 

Endowment Fund, will not only honor their mother's dedication to Ramona but continue          

her legacy by impacting future students who will benefit from funds they receive from the            

endowment. Lisa and Jennifer share with us their fond memories of their mother and Ramona.  

Since your mother was a Ramona alumna, tell us what you both       

remember that she shared with you about Ramona growing up.  And, 

why it was so special to her.   
 

Ramona and the Sisters had a very special place in her heart.  From as far 

back as we can both remember, Ramona was always a part of our lives.  It 

was a second home to us.  When we were growing up, Mom was always 

volunteering at Ramona or doing something for or with the Sisters.  This 

special relationship began when she started attending Ramona in 2
nd

 grade.  

We remember hearing this story from our grandmother, who was very   

protective of her only child.  Nana told us they walked in to Mom’s interview 

with the Sisters, and in that moment she knew that this was the place that 

her precious daughter needed to be; that the Sisters would take good care 

of her.  Nana served as one of the first Marie-Rose Guild Presidents. Mom 

herself was President of the Marie-Rose Guild for many years and later   

became an Associate of the SNJM’s. 
 

Mom’s faith formation and development happened at Ramona 

and her strong Catholic faith carried through her entire life.  

She shared her love of Ramona in her actions – her devotion 

and dedication and gave her most precious commodity to   

Ramona – her time.  She joyfully volunteered and never made  

a big deal about what she did – she just did it in her special, 

quiet way, whether it was helping with Family Day, driving one 

of the Sisters to an appointment, or helping set up for the 

Homecoming luncheon. For a few years she worked in the 

bookstore. She loved that job and loved seeing the students 

and interacting with them. In the years before she died, she 

volunteered at the Santa Cruz Retreat House as a retreat    

hostess. She made sure the groups had everything they    

needed and was available to  answer questions. 
 

Tell us a little bit about yourselves. 
 

Jennifer graduated from Ramona in 1987 and attended Cal State Long 

Beach where she earned her B.S. in Accounting and is a CPA.  She lives in 

Pasadena with her husband Alexis and their children Natalie and Christo-

pher. She is a full-time mom and works part-time in the accounting field. 

Jennifer’s favorite experiences at Ramona include the Mother-Daughter 

Fashion Show, the Old Building and Chapel, Student Council, eating lunch 

Q: 
 

 

A: 

Q: 
 

A: 

Vicki with her kids: Michael, Lisa,      

Vicki, Chris, Barbara, and Jennifer 

 



on the tennis courts, and Ms. Melieste’s 10
th

 grade British Literature class. 
 

Lisa graduated Ramona in 1982 and went on to get her B.A. in Manage-

ment. She and her husband Bob live in Camarillo and have been married 

26 years. They have two adult children, Michael and Robby. Lisa works part 

time for a non-profit and is very active at her church. Lisa’s favorite        

experiences at Ramona include being in St. Joseph’s Court (now the     

English Courtyard) for special events during school, such as pep rallies,  

announcements, Junior Ring Day (and Junior Ring Day fake outs!), the   

Halloween Parade, Student Council, and Ms. Melieste’s 10
th

 grade British 

Literature class. 
 

What motivated you both to establish an endowed scholarship at   

Ramona? 
 

When she passed away in 2013, we received a copy of her will and saw that 

she had named Ramona in her will, dated 1973.  Another example of how 

she has led by example.   
 

Establishing this endowed scholarship is the way we can honor and       

memorialize our Mom for the many things she did for us, not the least of 

which was sharing her beloved school with us. Words cannot describe  

how special Ramona was to her, and she would be thrilled to know she is   

helping future generations of Ramona girls get an education at the school 

that was so dear to her.   
 

What insight can you provide to others who might think of doing 

something similar or including Ramona in their estate plans? 
 

Including Ramona in your estate plans is one way for you to be a blessing 

to someone who could not otherwise afford a Ramona education.  That 

opportunity will make an incredible difference in the life of those students 

who will benefit from your generosity. If there is a particular field of study 

that is near and dear to your heart, you can designate your gift be used in 

that department (Arts, Science, Athletics, etc.) 
 

What advice would you like to give to current    

students attending Ramona? 
 

Enjoy every moment!  Ramona has so much to offer in 

the way of an excellent education, but high school is 

so much more than textbooks and tests. Cherish the 

friendships, the experiences you have, the teachers 

who are there to help and guide you, the walks around 

campus, the retreats, the dances, the concerts, the 

games, graduation day wearing your white dress and 

carrying your yellow roses. Try new things you have 

never done before; you may not have the opportunity 

to do so again, and you may discover a new passion.  

Be proud of the history and legacy that you join by 

being a student at Ramona.  

 
 

Q: 
 
 

A: 

Q: 
 
 

A: 

Q: 
 
 

A: 

Three generations: Jennifer, Nana, Vicki, and Lisa 

 

Homecoming 

2011 



WHERE HAVE all the Sisters gone?  This is question we 

sometimes hear.  In brief, the  Sisters are not gone; they 

are here – very much present – but present in a different 

way than forty or fifty years ago.  In 19
th

 century Quebec, 

Blessed Marie-Rose responded to the needs of her time: 

to provide an education to girls living in the rural areas. 

True to her mission and charism, for over one hundred 

years the Holy Names Sisters were found primarily in   

traditional classrooms at all levels of education. SNJM’s 

today fulfill the role of educator but have expanded that 

definition to meet the evolving needs of the Church and 

the world.  Our educational vocation now extends    

beyond academic institutions, taking us out into the 

community to meet with people where they live: to 

provide an education that helps people improve their 

living conditions, live together peacefully, explore  

different ways of thinking, publicly express their 

points of view and defend their rights.  
 

Those in active ministry and those who are less able to be 

out and about advocate for justice by writing letters to 

public officials, signing petitions, or providing educational 

material about justice issues.  We do not do this alone, but 

partner with other organizations such as NGO’s (non-

governmental organizations) at the United Nations and 

the Leadership Conference of Women Religious. When 

appropriate, our leaders have issued  public statements in 

our name speaking out against violence, injustice, and in 

support of those whose voice is not being heard.   

Holy Names Sisters have three corporate stands – three 

issues that are of vital importance to us about which we 

educate others and invite them to join us.  

 Against human trafficking 

 Providing access to clean potable water 

 Acting in solidarity with immigrants and 

refugees  
 

Here at Ramona, students in the Peace and Justice Society 

continue to educate against trafficking.  Each year a con-

tingent of teachers and students march in the LA Freedom 

Walk to raise awareness of the problem of trafficking.  We 

invite you to join us! Coupled with efforts to help provide 

access to clean drinking water for third world countries, we 

have provided every student with a reusable canteen and 

banned plastic water bottles that are so harmful to our 

environment. Sisters and Associates have gone to the   

border to help immigrants, and others have delivered   

donated clothing for adults and children in the camps. In 

short, wherever Holy Names Sisters are found, we are   

using our resources and our  voices in the spirit of Blessed 

Marie-Rose to respond to the needs and issues of our time 

and to encourage others to join us. 
 
 

Congregational website: snjm.org 
 

Province website: snjmuson.org 

 



CYNTHIA M. JARVIS was born in raised in Chicago, Illinois, but has lived in the San 

Gabriel Valley since 1978.  She graduated Magna Cum Laude from California State   

University Los Angeles with a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Arts: Technical Theatre. She 

also earned a Masters of Public Administration degree from the University of La Verne.   
 

After working many years in the technical theatrical field, she expanded her resume to 

include LA theatre, film and television production.  In 1989, she accepted a part-time 

position with the City of Alhambra as Cultural Arts Coordinator. This launched a new 

career in the public sector, culminating in a six-year appointment as Community       

Services Director followed by a three year appointment as Environmental Resources 

Director.  Ms. Jarvis retired from the City of Alhambra in 2017.   
  

In 1999, Ms. Jarvis was introduced to Soroptimist International of Alhambra, San       

Gabriel, San Marino, whose goals of working for human rights and to improve the    

status and lives of women and girls, aligned well with her philosophies. Over the past 

twenty years, Cynthia has held a variety of positions including serving twice as Club 

President (2015-16 and 2004-05).  Cynthia has been actively involved in a variety of club 

projects, including mentoring “at-risk” teenage girls, participating in Bras-For-A-Cause 

(a project to support breast cancer awareness), participating in the Alhambra Police  

Department’s drug prevention program “Drug Store” (targeted at elementary  age   

children). During her 2015-16 presidency, the club implemented its “Dream It*Be It” 

Program, which offers workshops for eighth-grade girls which provide skills and         

techniques to assist in their transition from eighth-grade classrooms to the high school 

campus, a program for which she is currently acting as coordinator. 
 

Ms. Jarvis has also served on the Board of Directors for the Alhambra Day Nursery 

which provides grant funds to college students who are pursuing degrees in an        

education-related field. 

 

Ramona Welcomes  

New Board of Trustees Member 

 

Please Submit Your Nominations for the  

Distinguished Alumna Award 2020 
 

WE ARE ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR LA FÊTE 2020 HONOREES. 
 

Please send the name of your nominee, her graduation year, why you are nominating her,                             

and your name to Sister Kathleen Callaway at Callaway@ramonaconvent.org.                         

Previous nominations are kept on file and will also be considered. 

Cynthia Jarvis 



School is in session. Teachers and students are excited to be on campus and getting back in to the swing of 

things. Books and supplies are jammed into lockers, uniforms are looking crisp and new, classrooms are 

decorated, lessons planned, the entire campus is buzzing with anticipation for a great school year!  

This is where YOU come in. As a member of the GEM Society and Giving Every Month, you can help the 

young women of Ramona continue to excel and experience the comprehensive education that Ramona has 

been known for the last 130 years. 

As a member of the GEM Society you choose where you would like your donation to go. The Ramona Fund 

for unrestricted giving? The Scholarship Fund to help our students get the superb education that Ramona is 

known for? The Carole Platz or Sister Margaret Spiller Scholarships in honor of these two amazing                 

educators? A different named scholarship? A Capital Campaign Project? It’s up to you. 

When you give to the Ramona Scholarship Fund, you help us to maintain our philosophy that no qualified 

student should be turned away simply because her parents cannot afford the full tuition.   

When you give to the Ramona Annual Fund, you give our girls the ability to learn outside of the classroom 

on field trips, through our arts, athletics, and STEM programs. You help us maintain the beautiful and           

historic 19 acre campus that so many young women have called home in the last 130 years.  

Giving on a monthly basis allows you to give at a level that is comfortable for you and meaningful for             

Ramona. Your monthly gift has a direct and lasting impact on the lives of the young women that we are so 

proud to educate here at Ramona.  

The faculty, staff, and especially the students would like to thank our current GEM Society Members 

Judy Alvarez 

Amanda Argueta  ‘11 

Maggie Averill 

Mary Anne Spiller Barnheiser ‘65 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway 

Mary Rose Colonna Caras ‘80 

Kim Chanbonpin ‘95 

Alberto Chavarria 

Tracy Clavin 

Eddie Cortez 

Kelsey Davidson ‘02 

Yulanda Davis-Quarrie 

Maria McMahon Eberts ‘79 

Patricia Foster ‘66 

Theresa Foster ‘62 

Georgina Becerra Gregorio  ‘58 

Victor Griego 

Cecilia Guandique 

Myrna & Bert Guerrero 

Julie Huntley ‘72 

Patricia Verduga Johnson ‘78 

Mary Cassidy Keith ‘75 

Susan Bowman Klarner ‘67 

Francois Laborie 

Mary E. Mansell 

Madeleine Cazian Marco ‘80 

Elena Margallo 

Carolyn Mendez ‘81 

Mary Graham Morgan ‘71 

Elizabeth Mangahas Ranger ‘91 

Miguel & Veronica Reyes 

Angelica Seager 

Susan Seager 

Kristin Tappan ‘07 

Aniko Tegtmeier 

Mary Tobin ‘72 

Trina Tinoca Yunker ‘93 

Maria Cristina Pena Williams ‘86 

Linda Wolffe 

Would you like to see your name on this list? Go to ramonaconvent.org/support/gem-society or contact    

Kelsey Davidson ‘02 kdavidson@ramonaconvent.org or (626) 282-4151 ext. 130 to sign up today.  



Organizing your reunion is the responsibility of the class 

itself. The Alumnae Office provides information, answers 

questions, makes catering recommendations, and happily 

connects you with other alumnae who have recently     

organized their own reunions. 
 

This is how we can help your reunion be a successful one: 

   Provide the class list for your invitation outreach. 

   Advertise the date in Ramona Magazine, the 

    alumnae e-newsletter, and on our website. 

   If you are having your reunion here on campus, we 

    will do the room set-up and arrange for access to the 

    campus. 
 

For more information, please contact:  
  

Julie C. Huntley '72 

Director of Alumnae Relations 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

  

 

Once a Tiger, Always a Tiger! 

 

 

SOCCER & BASKETBALL 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2020 

 

VOLLEYBALL & SOFTBALL 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2020 

 

Class reunions are as diverse as the classes themselves!  

Many classes celebrate at a private home or local          

restaurant the weekend of Ramona's annual Alumnae 

Weekend celebration which is held the first weekend in 

March. Recently, many classes have been holding mini-

reunions. Whatever your class chooses to do, it's a good 

way to reconnect with old friends! 
 

If you need to stick to a budget or just want to take a  

walk down memory lane, consider having your reunion 

here at Ramona. The Holy Family Room, Junior Living 

Room, or Pavilion/Fountain area can accommodate      

different size groups and you will not have the time   

constraints or expense that renting a banquet room  

does. Some classes have celebrated by having a family 

picnic in Rose Heath. 
 

In today’s busy world, it’s difficult to find the time to     

organize a reunion. We recommend using the           

Homecoming Mass and Luncheon as your reunion     

celebration day. Individual classes are seated together so 

you can just sit back and enjoy each other’s company! 
 



THE CLASS OF 1969 “Golden Girls” celebrated their 50th 

high school graduation exactly fifty years after their  

graduation day, June 8, 1969. Weeks of planning and 

preparation produced an outstanding event. Words 

could not express the joy, exhilaration, camaraderie and 

appreciation in the air. Sister Kathleen Callaway and Julie 

Huntley joined in the celebration! Everyone was blessed 

by the lovely memorial prayer, candlelit presentation and 

a moment of silence for classmates who have passed. 

Everyone totally enjoyed traveling table to table: visiting, 

laughing, visiting, hugging, visiting, sharing, visiting. 

There were prizes for the alum that traveled the farthest, 

had the most kids and grandkids and changed the most 

since high school! OH, what fun!  
 

The reunion was held at the True Foods Restaurant in 

Old Town Pasadena. The menu was excellent and the 

dessert was hardly touched because of the constant   

visiting.  During the event there was a endless collage 

and slide show of events from school days at Ramona. It 

was put to the classic rock music of the era and really 

provided a nice background for a lovely, four-hour visit. 

The one pact that was made at the end of the day was to 

meet next year on March 7, 2020, at the Ramona     

Homecoming Luncheon. It is the perfect venue for a 

yearly get together, to catch up and share life’s events.  

 

A unique outcome to the Class of 1969 ‘Golden Girl’   

reunion was a 50-page, e-MEMORY BOOK. Each       

classmate shared a synopsis of life since graduation and 

added photos of their family and main events. There 

were also dozens of pictures of the reunion itself, which 

was so fun for those who were not able to attend.   

 

Suggestions? Keep your email up to date with the      

Ramona Alumnae Office and keep in touch with       

classmates by email,  impromptu luncheons (The Class  

of 1969 already has had a few with more planned for     

Holiday time) and, of course, yearly reunions at the     

Ramona Homecoming Luncheons.  
 

          ~Deborah Taylor Lilley ‘69 



ON A SWELTERING hot day in July, 52 members of the 

Class of ’79 descended on Wilson Creek Winery in 

Temecula to celebrate our 40
th

 class reunion. We were 

given nametags printed with our senior class photos, 

which enabled us to quickly identify those aspects of our 

youth that need no recapturing, such as cowl neck  

sweaters, oversized eyewear, and big perms. 
 

That said, from the moment we entered the winery, we 

were eager to take that trip down memory lane together.  

We laughed, shared stories, and caught up—many of us 

as first-time reunion attendees! We celebrated our histo-

ry by singing our class song off actual mimeographed 

sheets. (Post-1980 graduates, feel free to Google 

“mimeograph.”) We honored our sisters who are no 

longer with us. We presented Sister Kathleen Callaway 

with a well-earned dozen yellow roses. We enjoyed a 

slide show presentation that reminded us of the music of 

our time and the energy of our youth. 
 

We were joined by semi-retired teacher, Mary Anne  

Spiller Barnheiser, an honor and a treat, particularly for 

those of us who learned to write coherent sentences   

under her direction. Another former teacher, Margot   

Melieste, forwarded a handwritten note of congratula-

tions along with a reminder to take the time to read  

good books, proving the point that Ramona is an        

institution dedicated to lifelong learning. Also joining us 

was Ramona’s new Director of Institutional Advancement,  

Yulanda Davis-Quarrie, attending her first Ramona   

alumnae reunion. 
 

Just like our days at Ramona, our time together was brief 

but invaluable. We left feeling blessed to have shared the 

afternoon with one another, recalling golden moments of 

our high school days. Many stayed through the weekend, 

dining, dancing, and conversing at the Pechanga Hotel & 

Casino, with one of us walking away $3000 richer! But we 

were all enriched by special memories that rekindled the 

warmth and camaraderie of our youth. A special thanks 

to our fearless leaders, Rozanne Adanto, Michelle Perez 

Vermilye, and Patty Lepe-Smith for pulling the whole 

thing off and making us look forward to our 50
th

! 
 

        ~Grace Nakashima Acosta ‘79 

 



ANNE ALICE COLE was born into the beachwear version of a     

theatrical trunk. Her father, Fred Cole, was a former actor who 

transferred his sense of drama and glamour to the creation of Cole 

of California, the company that stood as a symbol of free-spirited 

American beachwear. Anne’s childhood was free-spirited.  “I went 

to four different schools in as many years because I was such a  

discipline problem,” she recalled. In 1939, her father enrolled her at 

Ramona Convent for the second half of her seventh grade year in 

hopes that the Sisters could straighten her out. She left Ramona at 

the end of seventh grade, returning to Ramona for her junior and 

senior years. 

 

Anne had the well-deserved reputation as a rule breaker. “In my 

junior year, my mother sent me a dress to wear to the prom which 

was a mandatory event.” Anne, not wanting to attend the dance, 

buried the dress at the end of Pepper Walk (Elm Way). She gave the 

Sister the explanation that she couldn’t attend because she had no 

dress. After the dance, Anne dug up the dress and gave it to a 

friend who had admired it.  

 

After Ramona, Anne attended Holy Names College and UCLA, 

graduating from Holy Names College in 1948. She worked for her 

father then branched out in 1982 to establish her own self-named 

label. Her introduction of the tankini in 1998 sparked a nationwide 

trend that continues to this day. Anne was also a devoted and    

influential fashion mentor at Otis College where 

she inspired students, faculty, and staff from the 

early 1980’s to 2015.  Anne died on January 10, 

2017. 

 

Anne caringly remembered Ramona in her will 

and gave a generous bequest to be used as the 

Anne Cole Memorial Scholarship. 

In 2007, Ramona honored Anne Cole ‘44 as our first “Remarkable Woman.” In preparation for the event,              

we were privileged to get to know her as she shared stories from her childhood and time at Ramona. 

On Saturday, September 21, members of the Class of 1985 gathered to spend some time 

with their classmate, Claudia Sanchez Jara, who was visiting from Florida.  From left to 

right : Cecy Revilla, Claudia Sanchez Jara, Valerie Valadez, Monica Guevara, Patty Elizondo 

Kehrer, and Antoinette Cervantes Dodge 



Our Legacy graduates are now off to college. We welcome our newest Legacies! 

Josephine Aversa Valadez ‘86 with daughter Megan, Laura Valenzuela Romero ‘98 with 

daughter Victoria, Nancy Gonzalez ‘97 with daughter Hailey, Angelique D’Silva ‘98 with 

daughter Madelyn, Eugenia Solis Montoya ‘88 with daughter Alexandra, and Monica 

Maldonado Chin ‘78 with daughter Alexis 

Elizabeth Ramirez Echeverri ‘90 with daughter Alexis,  Richelle Rios Huizar ‘87 with 

daughter Isabella,  Elizabeth Troncoso Arechiga ‘88 with daughter Analyssa, Elizabeth 

Salinas ‘92 with daughter Mia, Guadalupe Perez ‘83 with daughter Elizabeth, and    

Monalisa Gonzales ‘90 with daughter Madeline 



Dodger Night 

June 22, 2019 

Paint & Pour / Rose & Rosé 

May 10, 2019 



Alums join our students for   

  International Coastal Cleanup Day 

September 21, 2019 



1958 

Susan Lester Ortega ‘58 is in her 

17th year of retirement as an educa-

tor. She is very busy with her nine 

grandchildren and four great grand-

children. She is currently President of 

Our Lady of Charity Conference of the 

St. Vincent de Paul. 

 

1971 
Terri Green Petre ‘71 has become a 

grandmother for the second time. 

Grandson Christopher James was born 

on April 29, 2019. 

 

1976 
Audrey Anaradian ‘76 graduated 

from the Franciscan School of         

Theology. She has begun a chaplain     

internship program at St. Joseph   

Hospital in Orange. 

 

1978 
Jere Cass Fernandes ‘78 graduated 

with honors with a Master’s degree in 

Social Work from Cal State 

Northridge. 

 

ALUMNAE UPDATES 

1983 
Teresa Burrola Huerta ‘83 received a 

Master’s degree in Social Work with   

a focus on Social Change and Innova-

tion from USC.  In July she accepted 

the position of  Director of Develop-

ment and Communication at Mission 

San Gabriel Archangel. 

 

1999 
Bhavini Bhakta ’99 received her  

Doctor of Education from USC.  

2004 

Valeria De Luna ‘04 received her   

Master’s degree in Communication 

Management from USC. 

 

2007 

Kimberly Velasquez ‘07 received her 

Master’s degree in Social Work from 

USC. 

 

2008 

Teresa Alvarez ‘08 who taught for 

five years at St. Leo the Great School 

in San Jose, decided to do something 

different.  In August she moved to 

Morocco to teach third grade at the 

American Academy  Casablanca. This 

PK-12 international school, focuses on 

project-based learning and 21st    

century outcomes to empower      

children to be global leaders.  

Renee Dell’Aqua ’08 completed a 

Master’s degree in Public Health with 

a concentration in Program Planning 

and Evaluation from George Washing-

ton University in 2018. She is currently 

Senior Health Educator at UC San   

Diego Health. 

 

Deanna Ductoc ‘08 received her  

Master’s degree in Sports Medicine 

and Injury Studies from Cal State Long 

Beach. 

Nicole Nalbandian ‘08 received her 

Doctor of Dental Surgery from the 

UCLA School of Dentistry.  

 

2012 
Grace Amoo ‘12 earned her Doctor of 

Physical Therapy from USC. 

 

Jezebel Chavez ‘12 received her J.D. 

with a concentration in Criminal Law 

and Advocacy from Southwestern Law 

School. 

 

2013 

Christina Bitterman ‘13 received her 

B.S. in Psychology from Cal State Los 

Angeles. 

 

Jere Cass Fernandes ‘78 

Valeria De Luna ‘04 

Nicole Nalbandian ‘08 



2014 
Bianca Cabello ‘14 received a B.A.    

in Business Administration with a  

concentration on Marketing and    

International Business from Cal Poly 

Pomona. 

 

Sabrina Cano ‘14 received a B.S. in 

Biology with a concentration on     

Human Health Sciences. 

Nicole Contreras ‘14 graduated 

Magna Cum Laude from UCLA with a 

B.A. in Sociology. She is pursuing a 

PhD in Educational Leadership and 

Policy Analysis at the University of 

Wisconsin, Madison. Her goal is to 

become a full professor while         

developing learning centers in        

underserved communities throughout 

Los Angeles county. 

 

Anna D’Arcy ‘14 received a B.A. in 

Cinema and TV Arts - Television     

Production from Cal State Northridge. 

 

Alicia Taylor ‘14 received a B.A. in 

Business Administration, Human    

Resources Management and Services 

from Cal Poly Pomona. 

 

Gabriela Vargas ‘14 received her 

Master’s degree in Infant Mental 

Health from Mills College. 
 

Ashton Wolffe ‘14 received her   

Master’s degree in Occupational  

Therapy from Dominican University. 
 

Jourdan Zelaya ‘14 received a B.A. in 

History and Theater from Whittier  

College. 

 

2015 
Lourdes Acosta ‘15 received her B.A. 

in Latin American and Latino Studies 

from UC Santa Cruz. 
 

Samantha Bordador ‘15 received her 

B.A. in Film and Media/Graphic Design 

from Mount St. Mary’s College.  
 

Erica De La Rosa ‘15 earned a B.A. in 

Political Science and Legal Studies 

from UC Santa Cruz.  

Jessica Duong 15 graduated with      

a B.A. in Biological Sciences from UC 

Irvine. 

 

Helen Enciso ‘15 received a B.A. in 

Journalism with a specialization in 

Public Relations/Image Management 

from Cal State Long Beach. 

Julisa Galan’15 received her B.S. in 

Biology from Holy Names University. 

 

Jacqueline Gomez ‘15 received a 

Bachelor's in Kinesiology with a minor 

in Psychology from Holy Names    

University. She received the Alpha 

Delta Leadership Award for Outstand-

ing Senior and had been on the 

Dean's list since Spring 2018. She 

plans to work as a CNA after gradua-

tion to obtain additional healthcare 

experience prior to applying to a   

Physician Assistant program. 

Anna Keledei ‘15 graduated from UC 

Berkeley with a B.A. in Bioethics and a 

minor in French and worked in Paris 

for the summer with a nonprofit called 

Santé en Enterprise, which works to 

improve people's access to health care 

services around the world. She is    

currently working in San Francisco 

with a consulting firm before applying 

to grad school.  

 

Victoria Martinez ‘15 earned a B.A. in 

Human Biology from USC.  

 

Katherine Miranda ‘15 received a 

B.A. in Design from Cal State Long 

Beach. 

 

Nicole Contreras ‘14 

Jessica Duong ‘15  

 Agnes Song ‘15 

Anna Keledei ‘15 



 

ALUMNAE UPDATES 

Julia Zwaal ‘15 received a B.A. in   

Organizational Studies with a concen-

tration on Leadership and Manage-

ment from Pitzer College. 

 

2016 

Kendall Alvarez ‘16  has an intern-

ship through the University of        

Wisconsin River-Falls where she will 

be doing research for 10 weeks in 

neutrino astrophysics. She will be in an 

ICECUBE bootcamp for the ICECUBE 

Neutrino telescope in the South Pole, 

and will build a device that will help 

detect the neutrinos.  

Ashley Munguia ‘15 received a B.S. in 

Biological Sciences with a minor in 

Women and Gender Studies from St. 

Mary’s College of California. 

 

Serena Sanchez ‘15 received a B.A. in 

Political Science from UCLA 

 

Kelly Santos ‘15 graduated Summa 

Cum Laude from Whittier College with 

a B.A. in Film Studies. She is gaining 

some hands on experience in the film 

industry and plans on going to gradu-

ate school for her Master’s. 

 

Agnes Song ‘15 received a B.A. in 

Political Science and International 

Business from UC San Diego. 

 

Ashley Torrecillas ‘15 received a B.A. 

in Integral Programs at St. Mary’s   

College of California. She is currently 

pursuing her Master’s degree in   

Management at St. Mary’s.  

 

Yanjingxin Zhang ‘15 graduated in 

December 2018 from University at 

Albany, New York, with a double ma-

jor in Criminal Justice and Sociology. 

She is currently working on her     

Master’s in Criminal Justice and has  

an internship with the Department    

of Criminal Justice. 

Anna Luu ‘16 graduated with a B.S.  

in Business Administration from Cal 

State Los Angeles. She is currently 

working at JPL as a Subcontracts 

Manager. 

    

   Nancy Middleton Washburn, M.A. ’69 is a Professor 

of Child and Family Studies at LA City College. For the 

past twenty years, Ms. Washburn has taught Child  

Development classes to thousands of young adults 

across the greater Los Angeles area. Her goal has  

been to inspire new teachers and parents to use their 

knowledge to help children and families to be the best 

together, and for society. Prior to teaching college Ms. 

Washburn was a parent educator for 16 years with 

families of children from birth through adolecence. She 

has taught a variety of workshops on Parenting, Conflict Resolution and Guid-

ance.  One of her favorite jobs has been raising three children of her own into 

productive human beings. 
 

   In the spring of 2019 her first book was published to help parents of teenagers 

navigate the teenage years with success and positive relationships with their   

children. The book is You and Me Kid: A Practical Guide for Meeting Your Teen 

with Faith, Hope and Love 

 

Ashley Torrecillas ‘15 

Julia Zwaal ‘15 

Anna Luu ‘16 



 

 

BIRTHS 
 

Camila Rosario, daughter of Reb and Carmen Marin Burky ‘07 

Ella Rae, daughter of Jacinda Castellanos ‘14 

Leona Louise, daughter of Mark and Sindie Dear Enriquez ‘05 

Luna Nicole, daughter of Daniel and Paige Navarro Mercado ‘11 

Paloma Alexandria, daughter of Victor and Victoria Zuniga Miranda ‘02 

Ava Aurora, daughter of Erik and Stephanie De La Torre Ortiz ‘02 

 

Paloma Alexandria Miranda 

Ella Rae Castellanos 

Ava Aurora Ortiz 



 
 

If you can make other provisions for your family, 

there is a better option for your retirement plan       

assets—a charitable gift after your lifetime. When 

given to your family, a portion of your retirement 

plan assets will be consumed by taxes. Instead, 

leave assets that are less heavily taxed (such as real 

estate, cash, or life insurance) to your family, and 

consider using your retirement plan assets to make 

gifts to tax-exempt charitable organizations, such 

as Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

 

To name Ramona Convent Secondary School as the beneficiary of your retirement account, simply instruct 

the retirement plan administrator of your decision and sign the required designation form.  

 

There are many benefits to donating retirement plan assets.  
 

 Make the most cost‑effective gift you can make and save other less‑taxed assets for loved ones. 

 You can change your mind at any time. 

 Eliminate all federal income taxes when you name Ramona Convent Secondary School as the sole 

beneficiary. (Receive partial savings when you give us a specific amount before giving your family     

the remainder.) 

 Name Ramona Convent Secondary School as the contingent beneficiary, allowing for greater          

flexibility. 

 

For Those 70½ or Older 

If you’re 70½ or older, you can use your IRA to make a tax-free gift to Ramona Convent Secondary 

School. This law allows you to transfer any amount up to $100,000 per year directly to a qualified     

charitable organization without paying income tax on the distribution. Best yet, your gift will be put to 

use today, allowing you to see the difference you’re making for the students and families we serve. 
 

 You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer doesn’t generate taxable income or a tax         

deduction, so you benefit even if you do not itemize your tax deductions. 

 Your gift can satisfy your required minimum distribution for the year. 

 

Secure The Future 

To learn more about how your IRA gift will benefit your family and the students and families we serve, 

contact Yulanda N. Davis-Quarrie, M.S., CFRE, Director of Institutional Advancement, at 626-282-4151 

x113 or ydavis-quarrie@ramonaconvent.org.    

 

 

© The Stelter Company 

The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures 
cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law 
may further impact your individual results. 

mailto:ydavis-quarrie@ramonaconvent.org


 

Sister Jane Lewis, SNJM ’43, sister of Helen Lewis Nickerman ’48; aunt of Karen Nickerman Briggs ’70, 

Deborah Nickerman Prokot ’72 (RIP), Nancy Nickerman Hasty ’77, and Suzanne Nickerman Brown ‘81 

Marion Gadeschi Nuccio ’43, mother of Marianne Nuccio Batchelor ‘77 

Alicia Ramirez Brewer ‘60 

Mary Church Alvitre ’61, sister of Sister Deborah Church, SNJM ‘56 and Ardath Church Jepson ‘58 

Karen Louise Eikeland ‘62 

Anne Gelb Cholakian ‘67 

Adriana Ramirez Castaneda ‘71 

 

 

 

Jean Airey, brother of Sister Margaret Airey, SNJM ’57 (RIP) and Mary Lou Airey De La Hoz ’49 

Donald Cass, brother of Janie Cass Buck ’77 and Jere Cass Fernandes ‘78 

John Curry, father of Linda Curry Sweeney ‘74 

Elias De La Hoz, husband of Mary Lou Airey Del La Hoz ’49; brother-in-law of Sister Margaret 

Airey, SNJM ‘57 (RIP) 

Ray De La Hoz, stepson of Mary Lou Airey De La Hoz ‘49 

Jeremiah Diaz, father of Valerie Estala ‘21 

Rosa Licari, grandmother of Melissa Hansen Rencehausen ‘00 

James Follmer, husband of Sandra Eastlund Follmer ’57 (RIP) 

Anna Galitza Walsh, mother of Patricia Galitza Thiel ‘60 

Bobby Guzman, brother of Sylvia Guzman Avendano ‘78 

John Michael Lex, father of Jennifer Lex Puccinelli ‘91 

Larry Mebust, husband of Janet Luke Mebust ’69; brother-in-law of Cassie Luke Bonfiglio ‘73 

Albert Joseph Piacentini, father of Anne Piacentinit Yee ’68, Carla Piacentini Schumaker ’69 and Lisa 

Piacentini Peltier ‘72 

Raquel Romero Phillips, mother of Hazel Phillips ‘22 

Ernest Shaw Jr., father of Cathryn Shaw-Reid ‘85 

Meredith Stanton, mother of Kathleen Stanton Buchanan ’70, Sharon Stanton Holgate ’71, and Colleen 

Stanton ‘77 

Louisa Stearns, mother of Joanna Stearns ’87; former faculty 

Henrietta Stevens, mother of Melinda Stevens Phillips ’69, Nancy Stevens Rauen ’75 and Candyce Stevens 

Michael ’77, grandmother of Stacy Rauen Barber ’07 

Seth Vorland, husband of Bridget Morris Vorland ’01; brother-in-law of Megan Morris Wolfe ‘03; son-in 

law of Nancy Morris (former staff) 

Sister Geraldine Will, SNJM, former faculty 
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