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 MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

 

 

Ramona's Mission, as a welcoming and inclusive Catholic school sponsored by          

the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, is to provide an educational           

program that graduates young women who are characterized by academic               

excellence, spiritual depth, moral strength, and personal grace, open to the              

wisdom of other cultures and traditions, and prepared to lead and serve in an                     

evolving interdependent global community. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
 

SNJM  
CORE VALUES 

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 
we have eliminated multiple copies of RAMONA 
mailed to each household. Please contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 if you 
would like to receive an extra copy or if you would 
prefer to receive your copy electronically.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the most 
accurate and up-to-date information in all of our 
publications. However, unintentional errors may 
appear. As a result, we ask you to contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  the 
event that there are any factual errors. We will 
correct these errors in the next publication. We 
appreciate the interests and concerns of our read-
ers and welcome any assistance toward achieving 
our goals. 

Cover Photo: Students Aimee Hernandez ‘14, Isabel 
Ngo ‘14, and Roxanne  Guerrero ‘15 pose with their 
artwork at Ramona’s Annual Art Show. Aimee and 
Isabel are  AP Art students and Roxanne is  a Visual 
Arts III student. Photo courtesy of  Veronica Bacio 
Fernandez ‘00 
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Our school year has been filled with abundant blessings, 

surprises, and challenges, all of which prove that Ramona is 

alive and well! 
 

First of all we have been incredibly blessed that Dr. Harry 

Purpur, Ed.D.   was able to join our faculty as the Interim   

Principal for the second semester.  He has been a wonderful 

colleague and mentor to all of us on the  faculty and staff, 

as well as a most enthusiastic supporter of all student activi-

ties.  His ideas, based on experiences at other schools, have 

enlivened the planning both for our Arabian Nights auction 

and for the 125th anniversary celebrations. Ramona’s current 

faculty and staff over and over prove themselves to be   

resilient in facing challenges, dedicated to the Mission of 

Ramona Convent Secondary School, and committed to    

giving their very best to the young women entrusted to our care.  Our students continue to 

excel in so many ways.  From the seniors receiving their college acceptances to our eighth 

graders who rank among the best of our incoming Class of 2018, we are amazed every day 

by their enthusiasm, their creativity, and their work ethic.   
 

I am so proud of: 
 

 Our entire school community for successfully preparing for and completing the 

       WCEA-WASC visit early in March. 
 

 Our Robotics team, who traveled to Madera to compete with forty-seven           

other schools and whose robot effectively played in an alliance with two other  

robots, passing, receiving and tossing the ball into a “basket.” 
 

 Our Comedy Sportz Team, who won their first ever match at the Comedy Club, 

       qualifying them to go to the next round. 
 

 Our athletes, who continue to play their very best in each and every game, who 

demonstrate unequalled sportsmanship, and who rejoice in every victory.             

Re-leaguing scheduled for next year will make for even better seasons. 
 

 Our Peace and Justice Club, who work diligently to keep us informed of current 

justice issues and encourage us to take action for justice. 
 

 Our alumnae, who have come back to speak to the girls as part of the Ramona 

       Goes to Work program. 
 

 Our talented and enthusiastic parents, who worked so hard on Arabian 

       Nights, bringing in new ideas, games, and prizes. 
 

 The support that we receive from our Board of Trustees and the Province 

        Leadership Team of the Sisters of the Holy Names. 
 

Each week when the parents' newsletter goes to press (monthly for alumnae), we have a 

wonderful opportunity to celebrate those accomplishments.  On March 13th, we welcomed 

the Class of 2018 to Ramona at Enrollment Night.  From their spirit, we can see already     

that they are proud to become Tigers and to join the classes ahead of them, saying:  “I’m  a  

Ramona Girl!”  In the weeks ahead we will have much more to celebrate.  Please continue 

to be part of Ramona by visiting the school if you are in the area, reading our newsletter, 

signing up for the alumnae on-line directory, and following us on Facebook.  We would love 

to have “virtual representatives” who will post and re-post all Ramona news! 
 

Thank you again for your support.  May the peace and joy of our Risen Savior be yours this 

Easter Season and throughout the year. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 

A Message from the President 
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Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 



It seems that I just said hello and it will 

soon be time to say goodbye. It makes 

me think of the 1967 Beatles song “Hello 

Goodbye.” 
 

In December 2013, I agreed to come to 

Ramona Convent Secondary School 

(RCSS) to serve as Interim Principal. I 

started my trek from Seattle to Alhambra 

on January 1, 2014.  Along the way, I met 

two alumnae of RCSS. The first was a 

manager of a California Pizza Kitchen 

Restaurant. I believe she had graduated 

circa 2005-2007. She told me she loved  

Ramona, but not initially. She had want-

ed to go to another school following 8
th

 

grade graduation, but her mother     

informed her, “You will go to Ramona!” 

When my new acquaintance graduated from high school, the alumna said, “I told my mother 

thank you, thank you, thank you.” The woman said, “I loved Ramona and it played a major 

role in making me the person I am   today.” 
 

The second alumna I met at a Costco store. I believe she had graduated around 1971.  She 

told me how much she had loved Ramona during her high school years. Furthermore, to this 

day she stays in contact with Sister Kathleen Callaway. 
 

Ever since I arrived on January 6, 2014, I have been impressed with the campus, the teachers, 

the support staff, and the students! The campus is serenely beautiful, especially now with 

the bougainvillea in colorful bloom. When I asked the students “What is the best thing 

about Ramona?” they responded, “the teachers and staff.” My short-lived experience is that 

teachers willingly counsel students who may need help with an assignment or need tutorial 

assistance.  The support staff know the girls and offer help to the students whenever and 

wherever possible.  
 

When I asked the teachers and support staff, “What is the best thing about Ramona?”, they 

answered, “The students!” The students are amazing! They are intelligent, hard-working, 

polite, welcoming to all who come on campus, supportive of one another, and committed to 

social service. At a recent assembly regarding SNJM Ministries around the World, it became 

eminently clear to me that Ramona girls are transformational leaders or moral agents for 

change rather than transactional leaders who espouse “you do something for me and I’ll do 

something for you.” Our girls inspire one another to value ethics of care, interdependence, 

empowerment, diversity, and social justice.  
 

When I tell people how impressed I am with our students, many persons respond, “That’s 

just the way girls are at Ramona.”  It seems to me that all of this is a part of the legacy that 

has been handed down from Mother Marie-Rose to the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus 

and Mary, and then to the sisterhood of young women who have attended Ramona       

Convent. Kudos to all of you who are Ramona graduates! 
 

When I say goodbye on June 30, I will be forever thankful to God for the opportunity to 

meet so many wonderful persons, including alumnae, parents, teachers, support staff mem-

bers, Sister Kathleen Callaway, and most especially our current students. You are the best! 
 

As Flavia Wedn said, “Some people come into our lives and leave footprints on our hearts 

and we are never ever the same.” I will always cherish the Ramona community. 

 
 

Dr. Harry V. Purpur   

A Ramona Guy 

A Message from the Principal 
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Historians relate that the year 1889 had an 

auspicious beginning, opening as it did with 

a total eclipse of the sun seen over parts of 

California and Nevada.  Noteworthy, too, 

was the admission of four more states to the 

union (North Dakota, South Dakota, Mon-

tana, and Washington) and the successful 

completion of the first long distance power 

line that ran the 14 miles from Willamette 

Falls to downtown Portland.  The Eiffel Tow-

er opened, the first issue of the Wall Street  

Journal was published, and yellow fever in-

terrupted the building of the Panama Canal. 

 

In an era when news of such happenings could take a long time to travel 

to distant places, eight courageous women travelled by ship from Oak-

land to Southern California at the request of several San Gabriel Valley 

families interested in the education of their daughters. Well known to all 

Ramona students is the story of Edith Shorb who actually convinced her 

father to give the land here so that the Sisters would come.  (She didn’t 

like going to boarding school in Northern California.) Thus, thirty-nine 

years after California became a state, when the population of the Los  

Angeles basin totaled only 50,000, and the town of Alhambra was not yet 

chartered, Ramona Convent of the Holy Names was established.  This 

was 125 years ago! 

 

Today, Ramona proudly stands as the oldest continually operating    

Catholic girls’ school in Los Angeles still in its original location. We are 

justifiably proud, not only of our long history of providing a quality Cath-

olic education for young women, but also of the accomplishments of our 

graduates.   During the next academic year (2014-2015), we will have a 

year-long celebration of our 125th anniversary.  Such longevity calls for a 

real celebration – in fact, more than one; and planning is already under-

way.  Thanks to the artistic talent of Madeleine Cazian Marco ’80, we have 

our official logo which incorporates the traditional Ramona towers      

design, originally done by Sister Jean Morningstar, SNJM, along with    

the reminder of this significant anniversary. You will begin to see it         

prominently displayed in many places. 

  

Three big celebrations are planned. 

October 4, 2014 at 4:00 PM Archbishop Jose Gomez will be here to cele-

brate an anniversary Mass, at which we expect current students and their 

parents, alumnae, alumnae parents, friends, and members of the commu-

nity to join us.  Following the Mass will be the installation and blessing of 

a life-sized statue of Blessed Marie Rose Durocher near the center of the 

campus.  Sister Paula Mary Turnbull, SNJM of Spokane, Washington is 

currently creating this magnificent statue.  The evening will culminate 

with a reception in both the Junior Living Room and the Holy Family 

Room where all can gather, enjoy one another’s company, reminisce, and 

enjoy some bits of Ramona history.  Mark your calendars!!! 

 

In January, 2015 (exact date and speaker TBD) we will host a Women’s 

symposium.  This will be a breakfast-and-speaker type of event on a 

 



  

weekday, with the hope that parents, alumnae, and friends will be able to 

join us and then go on to work.  Our guest will also speak to the student 

body at a special assembly.  Plans for this are very much “in the works,” so 

stay tuned! 

 

April 25, 2015 will be the final big event of our anniversary year.  Our 

goal is to make the annual auction dinner-dance bigger, better, and more 

exciting.  We anticipate that the event with be held at the Castaway     

Restaurant in Burbank and feature several special anniversary acknowl-

edgements and surprises.  Mark your calendars for this one, too!! 

 

Throughout the year, the students will be have special events during the 

school day – what was the school day like in 1889?   Or in 1914?  Or in 

1949? Or in 1989?  Since we are aware that those of you who live at a 

distance may not be able to travel to Ramona for one of these             

celebrations, we would also like to hold special anniversary events in 

those areas where we have a significant number of alums, such as San 

Diego, Northern California, Seattle, Portland, and possibly the East Coast.  

If you would be interested in helping to plan one of these events or any 

of the events here at Ramona, please contact Sister Kathleen Callaway 

(Callaway@ramonaconvent.org) 

 

Ramona is not just a place, not just a school, it is an experience!  This  

celebration of 125 years is a wonderful opportunity to connect or            

re-connect with those people who have been an important part of your 

Ramona experience.  We are interested in hearing about your Ramona 

experience; so if you have a special memory or story that you would to 

share with us, please contact Julie Huntley (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 or 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org.  The Ramona experience is about people; it 

is about each of you! 
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changing times. Today’s students respond to what, 

why, and the outcome.  
 

This year, Mr. Lee is teaching Modern World History, 

U.S. History, Speech, and Junior High U.S. History.   

Sadly, this is the last Junior High class he will teach, as 

Ramona has phased out the 7th and 8th grades. Many of 

our alumnae remember Mr. Lee as one of their first 

(and most memorable) teachers at Ramona. 
 

Mr. Lee also brings his classroom teaching skills to 

sports. Over the years, he has coached CYO volleyball, 

basketball, and softball and currently coaches JV volley-

ball and JV basketball. Ramona Athletic Director Deb 

Drury, who has worked with him for 30 years, describes 

him this way: “Henri is dedicated and fun-loving. He’s a 

great coach for the younger kids because he teaches 

the skills necessary for the game. He’s a valuable asset 

to the school.” 
 

Finally, I asked Henri his thoughts about working at 

Ramona, and, in his own imitable way, he stated simply, 

“Ramona Convent is a nice place to be. That is why I 

have stayed so long.” 
 

                                      Contributed by Julie Huntley ‘72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In September 2014, Mr. Henri 

Lee will begin his thirty-fifth 

year of teaching Social Stud-

ies at Ramona Convent.  The 

past thirty-five years have 

seen some drastic changes at 

the school. He was teaching 

at Ramona prior to the 1987 

Whittier Narrows Earthquake 

and, as a result of the dam-

age, saw the physical face of 

Ramona change forever. But 

although he remembers  the 

past, he has embraced each   

new group of students and  

learned to educate  them in a 

manner that is pertinent and meaningful to them. How does a 

teacher make the past come alive for teenagers?  How does a 

teacher keep the subject fresh and interesting after so many years? 

I invited him to share his insight and philosophy so that this article 

would accurately reflect what he does, how he does it, and the im-

pact he has had on the decades of junior high and high school girls 

who have sat in his classroom. 
 

Mr. Lee states that teaching was always something he wanted to 

do. More specifically, he wanted to teach History. The key to his 

success is that he makes the history come alive by tying it to some-

thing that is happening in his students’ lives so that it has          

relevance for them.  He says the term “Social Studies” accurately 

describes the subjects he teaches. “When the girls respond to what 

you are doing, then you know you are being successful.” 
 

“Prepare, check, and don’t take anything for granted,” he says. “The 

class preparation never stops regardless of how long you have 

taught.” He admits that he has changed his teaching style with the 

 

Henri coaching JV Volleyball 

Henri Lee 

“You have to work at teaching. You need 
to make the information that you give the 
students something worthwhile.”  
                                                              - Henri Lee 

Henri shouts encouragement to the team 



 

 

 

Ramona in Action 
 

Challenging students to be active and concerned citizens of the world finds numerous expressions 

at Ramona. One involving the whole community this year was Service Friday held on January 31st at 

the conclusion of Catholic Schools Week.  On this day a special schedule allowed all students and 

faculty to be engaged in awareness-raising workshops and action for justice.  
 

The program developed by the Student Life Team arranged all students and faculty into six groups 

rotating though special sessions that explored issues related to the  education of girls worldwide, to 

the homelessness of youth, to the prevention of malaria that hinders education and continues the 

cycle of poverty, to opportunities for changing laws and / or policies through advocacy letters.   

Every session empowered the community for action.  Here are a few highlights and outcomes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Rising Movie  - Around the world, millions of girls face barriers to education such as early marriage, domestic slavery, sex 

trafficking, gender violence and discrimination, and lack of access to healthcare and school fees.  Girl Rising tells the stories of 

nine girls overcoming nearly insurmountable odds to achieve their dreams.  Following the movie the community discussed 

these many obstacles, reflected on the gift of education at Ramona, and determined ways to be a voice for the education of 

girls worldwide. 
 

Blood Mobile 

The Huntington Hospital Blood Mobile also gave members of the community a chance to donate blood for others.  The mobile 

collected 26 pints of blood from Ramona donors. 
 

Actions such as these embody many of our SNJM core values, but particularly this year’s core value focused on “commitment 

to liberating action.”  On Service Friday we lived a collective experience of who we are as Ramona today. 
 

                   Contributed by Judy Wilber Alvarez 

NETwork Against Malaria - The mission of NETwork is to protect the lives of 

impoverished children, pregnant women, and families in rural Uganda by provid-

ing bed nets. Through fundraising, nets are purchased and given to girls in village 

schools who are trained to use them with their families. Ramona students and  

faculty made 369 bracelets and purchased $220 worth of jewelry for NETwork’s 

fundraising project.  Through these contributions 617 children’s lives will be      

protected from malaria. 

 

Covenant House California - Operating since 1988 as a multi-service agency, with 

locations in the heart of Hollywood and Oakland, Covenant House has helped more 

than 100,000 homeless youth.  At this session our community learned more about 

teen homelessness and then prepared and bagged 1200 lunches for distribution to 

homeless youth in Hollywood.  

Advocacy Letters  

Sr. Anna Keim, SNJM, Coordinator for Service and Justice, identified multiple social   

justice issues for advocacy. Working at computer terminals, participants went to       

websites where they could advocate for or against current issues, e.g. immigration   

reform, fracking, minimum wage increase, sweatshop labor, the education of children, 

Syrian ceasefire, and more. By the end of the day students and faculty had sent 420 

letters to Congress and other organizations. 



 

  

Student life at Ramona involves both social and thought-provoking experiences. 

Aaron White Assembly 
 

On Wednesday, February 12th, Ramona was fortunate to welcome 

writer, performer, and man of faith, Aaron White. In celebration of 

Black History Month, Aaron performed his Broadway-styled one-man 

show called “The Blood they Shed.” His work “is a semi-

autobiographical one-man poetic journey that combines the art of 

story telling narrative, poetry, and comedy.”  
 

In his performance, Aaron introduced the elements that have affect-

ed his life, including as his family, media entertainment, and music. 

He stressed what it was like growing up as a young man of color. 

More importantly, he emphasized how the upcoming generation 

should not be ignorant of what we listen to on the radio or what we see in entertainment.  

Through his words and short clips he encouraged the Ramona community to review what we 

see and hear, to decide if it is something truly worth liking. Aaron especially inspired the      

students to be ourselves and to become the women we are meant to be. 
 

Aaron also reminded us, as “digital citizens” that we are often distracted by today’s technology 

and we forget that face-to-face communication is more important. He emphasized that our 

phones can wait because moments spent with the people we love are limited. 
 

Ramona students agree that Aaron White was one of the most inspirational guests that has 

been featured in our assemblies. We enjoyed his performance, messages, and humor.  We were 

honored to have Aaron White, Viergeni White (his wife), and his videographer come to        

Ramona. They have reminded us that we would not be where we are today without people 

such as  Harriet Tubman and Nelson Mandela, who have found the courage to fight for a better 

future.  
 

       Contributed by Jazlynn Pastor ‘14 

Journey to Atlantis - Annual Winter Formal 
 

On the night of the 10th of January, Ramona Convent celebrated our annual Winter Formal, "Journey 

to Atlantis," at the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach.  The doors opened at 7:00 P.M. when the 

girls began arriving wearing dazzling dresses, flawless hair and makeup, and the perfect matching 

corsage, along with their handsome dates looking pristine in their suits and ties.  Dinner was spent 

under the spectacular blue whale that hangs just above the lobby, where 

guests enjoyed a delicious buffet dinner. Just before the DJ began, Winter 

Formal princesses and queen were announced. Tori Concepcion, 9th, Nydia 

Cruz, 10th, Erallu Pugrad, 11th, and Samantha Montes, 12th, were crowned 

respectively and the night took off.  Tanks surrounding the dance floor illu-

minated guests who pulled off their greatest dance moves just for the occa-

sion.  Guests were also able to roam in three exhibits of the Aquarium, where 

the jellyfish danced and anemone flowed to the buoyancy of the night. As 

the night came close to its end, the DJ brought it down for one last slow 

dance for the girls and their dates. After a dazzling night of dancing, taking 

great pictures, and enjoying our loved ones' company, Ramona Convent's 

“Journey to Atlantis” was unforgettably spent in the depths of the evening. 
 

                                                                  Contributed by Leianne Pallagao ‘14 

 

 



 

 

 

Sophomore Retreat  
 

On February 3rd, the Class of 2016 traveled to DePaul Retreat Center 

for their annual retreat, We Are Family, to share fellowship, pray, and 

serve the  community. 
 

This year, the girls created Valentine’s Day Care Packages for the 

women served by Casa de las Amigas, a comprehensive drug and  

alcohol treatment center in Pasadena.  Jacqueline Fox, Casa’s Director 

of Development, shared her personal experiences of  recovery, the 

unique challenges faced by women recovering from addiction, and 

the work done by her agency to help women reclaim their lives. Casa’s 

focus on women’s empowering other women has resulted in a 70% recovery rate for their clients and       

families. 
 

The candy treats, homemade cards, and hand-decorated gift bags were a hit at Casa when they were deliv-

ered the next day.  The outpouring of gratitude and joy in the room was visible on so many levels.  One of 

the “Casa girls” (as they are known) said simply “No one has ever done anything like this for me,” while     

others remarked “How nice that the girls at Ramona would take the time to do this for us and remember us 

on Valentine’s Day.”  
 

Sophomore Caitlyn Creapualt said it best: “Helping the women at Casa meant a lot to us because almost 

everyone deals with some addiction in their lives.”  Alyssa Herrera remarked: “Humility, compassion, and  

understanding of others’ needs make us beautiful young women of Christ”.  In all, 90 bags were delivered, 

one for every woman at Casa and the staff who serve these women.  Thanks for your generosity and willing-

ness to be of service, Class of 2016!                            
 

                                                                                                                                    Contributed by John Bonar 

Action to End Human Trafficking 
 

Ramona Convent continues to engage students in action against the injustice of human trafficking.  On 

January 8th the school was well-represented at the L.A. Freedom Walk near St. Basil's Catholic Church in 

Korea town.  Brittany Pena, Brianna Cinat, Cristina Lossada, Krista Arevalos, Sophie Reyes, Myra Cheng, 

Dora Lu, Sr. Anna, Sir. Kathleen, and Dr. Purpur joined several other SNJM Sisters and Associates, and 

walked through Korea town with around 200 people, demanding an end to human trafficking. Walkers 

also passed out pamphlets to people, educating them to its dangers. 
 

The Ramona Peace and Justice Society teamed up with drama students 

Jazlynn Pastor, Isabel Ngo, Aimee Hernandez, and Brianna Salatino to 

create an amazing human trafficking museum. Ramona students were 

"trafficked" to the museum so they could witness the incredible dramatic 

performances written and performed by our drama students.   
 

Several Peace and Justice Society members also participated in the    

Human Trafficking Symposium at Mt. St. Mary's College on February 

8th. Senior Elle Urtecho gave a presentation to the 200-plus attendees 

about the work Ramona girls are doing to educate others about human 

trafficking. Eighth grader Sophie Reyes jumped up to the microphone to 

highlight how educating others about human trafficking is an important 

aspect of Catholic social teaching. 
 

                                                          Contributed by Judy Wilbur Alvarez 

 

 



 

National Merit and Hispanic Scholars 
 

The National Merit Scholarship Corporation has selected two Ramona students as commend-

ed students in the 2014 Merit Scholarship Competition.  About 1.5 million students in over 

22,000 U.S. high schools entered the 2014 Merit Program as  juniors by taking the 2012      

Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test, which served as an initial screen 

of  program entrants. The commended students named are among the top 50,000 of over 1.5 

million students who entered the Program. The National Merit Scholarship Commended      

Students for the 2014  Competition are Khanh-Van Isabel Ngo and Kristine Ngo. 
 

The National Hispanic Recognition Program is a 

College Board program that provides national 

recognition of the exceptional academic 

achievements of Hispanic high school seniors 

and identifies them for postsecondary institu-

tions. Students enter the program by taking the 

PSAT/NMSQT as high school juniors and by 

identifying themselves as at least one-quarter 

Hispanic/Latino. National Hispanic Scholars 

have achieved a minimum PSAT/NMSQT score for their region along with a junior 

year cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher. Ramona’s National Hispanic Scholars for 

2013-2014 are Martha Cervantes, Julieta Perales, and Sabrina Ruiz. 
 

                                                                 Contributed by Mary Anne Barnheiser ‘65 

                                                                                                                                              
 

 

New Courses in STEM Department 
 

Do you remember your high school science classes?  Ramona continues to offer the 

traditional courses, while adding exciting courses that integrate student learning and 

prepare our students for college and careers.  Next year, thanks in part to a grant from 

the Alhambra Day Nursery Foundation, we will be offering two new semester courses 

that will extend our STEM offerings even more.  
 

The first, Invent and Share – Programming and Physical Computing, gives our girls 

the opportunity to invent electronic devices and program them to do amazing things.   

They will use a tiny computer, an Arduino, to take inputs from switches or sensors and 

then to control output devices (lights, motors, 

speakers);  what they can do is limited mostly by their imaginations!  Examples include 

making an LED light display or a music-making machine controlled with hand motions 

or an interactive book that speaks in response to their touch.   
 

Our second new course, Forensic Science, has students work together as CSI investiga-

tors.  They investigate simulated crime scenes using chemistry, physics, and biology 

equipment and techniques to analyze what they find and solve those crimes.  Students 

will collect and analyze fingerprints, footprints, blood spatters, bullet trajectories, drug 

results, material and fluid samples, etc.  Using logical thinking, they will draw conclu-

sions and present the “guilty party” with strong enough evidence that they can convince 

the jury (the rest of the class) and judge (the teacher) that their solution is the correct 

one!   
 

We are excited about these courses, and, if there is enough interest, maybe we could 

share them with you, our alums, in a “Saturday semester.” 
 

                                                                    Contributed by Sr. Margaret Spiller, SNJM ‘61 

  

 

 

Kristine Ngo and Isabel Ngo 

Julieta Perales, Martha Cervantes, and Sabrina Ruiz  

 

 



  

  

Echoes of “Play ball” arise from the softball field, thundering footsteps are heard from the convent 
stairs, and hails of splashing come from the pool...the spring season of sports has arrived  at Ramona.  

Welcome to Steven Garcia!  Steven is our new coach for the Varsity Softball Team. He comes to us with twenty-three 

years of coaching experience in baseball and softball.  He realizes the team has many challenges before them as they are 

a young inexperienced team with only six returning players of the seventeen on the team. He believes they hold great 

potential and hopes to instill in them “an understanding of how the game is supposed to be played.”  His attention to 

detail and emphasis on basic skills will serve the team well in the future.  Of course, winning is on everyone’s           

agenda...the team hopes to win the Sunshine League Championship and advance to CIF.  

The Varsity Track & Field Team, coached by Ramiro        

Virgen, is preparing for their season with many conditioning 

sessions and is running everywhere they go! Twenty-seven 

girls are ready to compete in the Sunshine League meets at 

Occidental College. Their invitational schedule includes   

competing at St. Paul’s “Girls Night Out” and Ontario     

Christian Invitational in Chino.    

The swimming program has thirty-two eager swimmers. The Varsity Swim Team, coached by Deb Drury is solidly     

anchored by seven returning varsity and six additions from junior varsity. Two freshman round out the team of fifteen 

determined Tigers.  “Our pool may be short, but we are long on desire to win.” 
 

The Junior Varsity Swim Team, seventeen strong, coached by John Bonar, is keeping the deck wet with kicking drills 

and diving training. Basic stroke skills and building confidence in their abilities are the mainstays of each day.   

Steven Garcia and Deb Drury Varsity Softball Team 

Varsity  & Junior Varsity Swim Teams Junior Varsity Swim Team 

Members of Track & Field 



 

  

Applicant’s Tea 
 

On Sunday February 23rd, prospective Ramona students of the Class of 2018 and a "Remarkable 

Woman" in their lives were invited to attend a French-themed tea party hosted by current     

student Ambassadors and their mothers. Upon arrival, guests were joyfully welcomed by student 

ambassadors in pink berets. Each student guest received a decorative clutch handbag filled with 

personalized "goodies." Guests gasped in awe to find that the Holy Family Room was beautifully 

decorated in pink, black, and white with Eiffel Tower centerpieces topped with fresh pink azaleas. 
 

The ceremony began with a welcome from Veronica Puente-Smith '79, Director of Enrollment 

and Public Relations, who introduced the ambassador speaker for the event, Amy Melendrez. 

Amy is a member of the Junior Class Council and National Award Recipient of the Grand       

Concours Contest for Excellence in French Language. Amy reflected on her time at Ramona and 

encouraged students to be who they really want to be. She also spoke of the welcoming spirit that she 

has embraced at Ramona and invited students to be a part of the community by choosing Ramona. 

She ended her reflections with a French poem called "Forever Friend" and dedicated it to the many 

friends that she has made at Ramona, whom she considers her "forever friends." 
 

All guests were then treated to a delectable tea menu 

prepared by esteemed Chef and member of Ramona's 

Theology Department, Mr. Francois Laborie.  As they 

enjoyed scones with crème fraiche and hand-filled 

cream puffs, current members of the yearbook staff 

unveiled a photo slideshow that not only brought 

tears of joy to grandmothers, mothers, aunts, and 

sisters of applicants across the room but also        

conveyed a message of who every "Ramona Girl" has 

the potential to be. 
 

As the event came to an end, our Ambassadors shared their hope to see all students at the enrollment 

celebration and wished them much luck with the remainder of their 8th grade year. 

 

NCGS Event 
 

Last summer, Ramona partnered with the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools (NCGS), along with five member 

schools, and hosted the inaugural Girls' School Advantage event at Loyola High School in Los Angeles. This 

unique information session was created for L.A. area prospective families to learn about the effectiveness and 

unique environment of all-girls’ schools. Participating NCGS member schools included The Archer School, 

Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy, Marlborough School, Marymount High School, Westridge School, and  

Ramona Convent. Nearly 400 attendees learned about the benefits of an all-girls’ education and the        

wide variety of girls' schools in the area. Presenters included NCGS Executive Director, Megan Murphy, Dr. 

Linda Sax of UCLA's Higher Education Research Institute, and a Q&A panel of students from each of the  

participating schools. 
 

Ramona junior Jessica Franco, who served as a student panelist, said it 

best: “The support that I receive from the faculty, the sisterhood that bonds each 

student, and the beauty of our campus has led me to know that Ramona IS my 

high school. As a community we encourage and accept each other for who we 

are and as women others can look up to.” 
 

The next NCGS event is scheduled for April 27, 2014 from 1 – 3 p.m. at Loyola 

High School.  Please contact Veronica Puente-Smith ’79, Director of Enrollment 

& Public Relations, if you have any questions.  We would love for you to join 

us! 
 

        Contributed by Veronica Puente-Smith ‘79 Veronica Bacio Fernandez ‘00 

 

 

Ramona Ambassadors 

Amy Melendrez ‘15 

 

Channing Orange ‘16 and Jessica Franco ‘15 



  

 

Moved by the same fire for mission of our foundress, Marie-Rose Durocher, we minister on three continents, seeking to 
meet unmet needs, especially among people who are poor and marginalized. We serve in a broad range of ministries,  
providing educational opportunities to diverse cultures, to women striving to build new lives, to children and youth for 
their full development as human persons, and to all people who seek spiritual and emotional growth.        
                                                          (Acts of the 31st General Chapter) 
 

These are the Sisters of the Holy Names.  Though not all our ministries are in the 

traditional classroom, we continue to live the charism and mission of Blessed    

Marie-Rose Durocher.  As her concern was to be relevant to the times in which she 

lived, so, too have we changed and adapted our ministries to meet the needs of 

our world today. Though we do it in different ways and in different settings, we 

continue the ministry of education. 
 

In our Southern California Mission Centre, three of us (Sr. Margaret Spiller ‘61,  

Sr. Anna Keim, Sr. Kathleen Callaway) are working at Ramona in various         

educational roles.  Sr. Miriam Mark Eddy ‘52 is a volunteer teacher for St.        

Anthony’s religious education program and for the RIPPLE program where she,    

Sr. Jean Morningstar and Sr. Elise Hanrahan ’53 teach English to immigrant Sisters.  Sr. Mary Ann 

Connell ’50 and Sr. Vera Ruotolo devote time to the TAP (Teachers and Preachers) program where 

they help priests, for whom English is a second language, prepare and practice their Sunday homilies.  

Some of their sessions are done in person and others via Skype.  Sr. Della Stanton ‘54 continues to 

help with Ramona’s after school program and also provides extra math help to elementary school 

students at St. Andrew School.  Sr. Mary Leo Grijalva volunteers in support service for those in    

recovery. Sr. Daleen Larkin is the WCEA Commissioner for the Department of Catholic Schools in the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles and a member of Ramona’s Board of Trustees. Sr. Cheryl Milner is      

Assistant Principal of Paraclete High School and also serves on Ramona’s Board of Trustees. 
 

Sr. Jo’Ann De Quattro  coordinates our residence at Huntington Beach; however, her real passions 

are her service as Chair of the Board of Africa Faith & Justice Network, which educates and advocates 

for just policies toward Africa and its people; her participation in Southern California Partners for 

Global Justice with an emphasis against Human Trafficking; and her service as a member of SNJM    

US-Ontario Province Community Development Investment Committee advising Province Leadership 

regarding investment loans that benefit economically disadvantaged    

people. Sr. Marie Kronheimer ’51 and Sr. Virginia Stuart volunteer at the 

Maryknoll retirement community in Monrovia. Sr. Patricia Cronin ’54  

makes the SNJM presence known through a variety of volunteer ministries.   
 

Sr. Lynn Gutteridge  serves poor and marginalized people through her 

parish Christian Service Program as well as the orientation and formation of 

SNJM Associates.   Sr. Sharon Francis ministers to the RCIA and Adult Faith 

Formation at St. Joseph’s Parish in Hawthorne, while Sr. Barbara          

Boudreau helps bereaved families in her ministry as religious services coor-

dinator at Holy Cross Cemetery.  Sr. Jennie Lechtenberg continues to 

serve PUENTE Learning Center as interim Executive Director. Sr. Susan 

Maloney serves as the Board Chair for Women, Development and Earth 

Foundation and as a Board Member for South Central LAMP.  Sr. Helena 

Gleeson prays for all of us in our ministries and for peace in the many  

troubled parts of our world…no small task. 
 

Though some are “officially” retired or have retired more than once, each one brings energy and a 

sense of mission to whatever she does.  The network of lives touched by these women is beyond 

measure.  They are truly living the gospel message and spreading the vision and charism of Blessed 

Marie-Rose Durocher.  (We are proud to number seven of them among our alumnae!) 
 

               Contributed by Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

Southern California Mission Centre  
 

As the Sisters move out of the classroom, they continue to touch lives in amazing ways. 

 

 

Sr. Lynn Gutteridge, Sr. Miriam Mark Eddy ‘52,           

Sr. Daleen Larkin, and Sr. Vera Ruotolo 

Back row: Associate Sally McEachen ‘62, Sr. Susan Maloney, 

Sr. Anna Keim, Sr. Jean Morningstar, Sr. Elise Hanrahan ‘53,   

Front row: Sr. Kathleen Callaway, Sr. Miriam Mark Eddy ‘52, 

Fr. Austin Doran, pastor of St. Anthony’s 



 

 

 

Spotlight 
 
 

Therese Verdugo Bentley ‘75 

For Therese Verdugo Bentley ’75, Ramona Convent felt like home to her and her sisters, twin  

sister Beatriz Verdugo Meza ‘75 and Patricia Verdugo Johnson ’78.  Having parents who 

worked meant that most of the day was spent on campus, which allowed them the oppor-

tunity to be involved in numerous activities and develop strong friendships with other      

students and faculty members.  “The teachers took a personal interest in us, and that made 

all the difference, “ says Therese.  “We became very comfortable and confident in becoming 

involved in anything and everything because no one told us we couldn’t do something    

because we were girls.”   

  

Since she grew up in Pasadena, Therese said her parents looked at a number of schools   

before choosing Ramona for their daughters.  In addition to the strong academics, they were 

drawn to Ramona by its Music Department, and during her four years here, Therese was a 

member of the Choir and the Orchestra.  Involved in student council and “known for being 

late”, Therese remembers Ramona as a place where she enjoyed an enriching spiritual life 

and learned the importance of being of service to others, received an education that left her 

very well prepared for college, and “made great lifelong friends.”   

 

Therese graduated from Loyola Marymount University and continued her education as a 

graduate student in Occupational Therapy at the University of Southern California.  After 

graduating from USC and working as an Occupational Therapist for three years, Therese 

moved with her husband Barry to the East Coast where he would join other members of his 

family to start a successful computer software company.  While moving away from her family 

was “the hardest thing” she has ever done, Therese feels that God has blessed her with a 

wonderful marriage and four beautiful children – Thomas, Steven, Katherine and Michael.    

 

Drawing upon the lessons learned from the Sisters of the Holy Names at Ramona, Therese 

has spent most of her adult life being of service to others.  After starting her family in Penn-

sylvania, Therese began volunteering at her children’s schools and at social service agencies 

that help women,  children and seniors.  Putting her natural compassion and skills to use, she 

has been a volunteer with a literacy program for Hispanic mothers and children, a local Hos-

pice organization, and at Bridge of Hope, an organization helping to move single mothers 

and their children from homelessness to wholeness.  For the last 8 years, Therese has served 

as Co-Director of her local chapter of Birthright, an international organization that provides 

non-judgmental support and love to pregnant women and their unborn children.  

 

With a deep love for her alma mater and for helping others, it 

should come as no surprise that Therese is also a long-time      

supporter of Ramona.  Believing that a “good education should be 

available to everyone,” Therese is a strong supporter of the   

Scholarship Fund and the Golden Rose (Annual) Fund. Therese and 

her family have also contributed to special projects like the Science 

Building Campaign and, most recently, the Bentleys made a gift to 

support something very near and dear to her heart – the purchase 

of new risers for the Choir.  Although distance may keep her far 

from Ramona today, it is clear that for Therese, Ramona always has 

and will remain close to her heart.   

 

 



 

  

In the 1985 COPA yearbook there is a profile of Cathryn Shaw Reid ’85, and in 

it, a quote from her, “Most of all, I want to have fun and get ideas together for 

a good life.”  Cathryn has been doing just that since graduating from Ramona 

by following her passion for math and science across the country and, most 

recently, to Puerto Rico, where she and her family have spent the last three 

years while Cathryn worked for Amgen, Inc.  Serving as a Plant Manager at the 

company’s Puerto Rico manufacturing site and overseeing the production of 

drugs that help countless numbers of people around the world is only the 

most recent example of how Cathryn’s experience at Ramona has allowed her 

to  enjoy a professionally, personally, and spiritually fulfilling life.   

 

A Ramona survivor, Cathryn was drawn to math and science from an early age.  

At Ramona, her intellect, interests and spirituality were nurtured by her       

Ramona teachers and, in particular, Sr. Mary Sullivan.  During her 6 years at 

Ramona, she played basketball and worked closely with Sr. Barbara Alcala as 

chairperson of the Leadership Development Steering Committee to provide leader-

ship opportunities to the student body through workshops and other activities in 

addition to those  available through the Student Council.  Today, she looks back at 

her time at Ramona and recognizes that the lessons and growth she experienced 

remain strong influences in her everyday life even now.    

 

Following the recommendation of her Ramona guidance counselor, Cathryn enrolled 

at  Columbia  University in New York and graduated with a B.S. in Chemical Engi-

neering and a B.A. in Liberal Arts.  After Columbia, Cathryn headed north to  Boston 

and M.I.T., where she earned her Ph.D. in Biochemical Engineering. Uncertain if she 

wanted to be a professor or go into industry, Cathryn then completed a two-year 

post-doctoral research appointment at Harvard Medical School.  She decided that 

she wanted to pursue a career in the pharmaceutical  industry, and she went to work 

in the Biochemistry department of Merck and Co. in Pennsylvania.  After five years 

with Merck, Cathryn moved from Research to Operations, and she joined Amgen in 

2004. This June, Cathryn’s assignment in Puerto Rico will end, and she and her family 

– husband, daughter, 14, and son, 12 - will return to live in Southern California.    

  

A loyal donor to both the Golden Rose (Annual) and Scholarship Funds, Cathryn 

supports Ramona Convent because she wants “other young women to be given the 

same opportunities I had.”  As a student, Cathryn said, she didn’t know her life 

would be filled with so many options but when she discovered them, she wanted to 

pursue them. Looking back, she feels very fortunate to be an alumna of Ramona, 

where she was trained how to learn, be a leader, remain open-minded, and strive for 

self confidence so that she could explore all of the opportunities God would present 

to her.  Cathryn’s continuing generosity, combined with those of other alumnae and 

friends, helps provide current students and future Ramona alumnae with strong  

academic and spiritual foundations to pursue their interests and passions wherever 

they may lead. 

Spotlight 
 
 

Cathryn Shaw-Reid ‘85 

 

 



 

  

The unusually rainy weather did nothing to deter Ramona alumnae as they returned to 

their alma mater to celebrate annual Homecoming Day and their significant reunions. A 

beautiful Mass in memory of our deceased alumnae was celebrated in the Junior Living 

Room, followed by a luncheon in the Holy Family Room.  Of particular mention were the 

Class of 1954 who were celebrating their 60th reunion. The special honorees of the day 

were the 50-year graduates of the Class of 1964, who were awarded a commemorative 

diploma  presented to them by Ramona’s President, Sr. Kathleen Callaway. 

1958, 1959, 1961, & 1962 

1974 (with teachers) 

1969, 1970, & 1978 1977 & 1979 

1964 

2004 1998 & 2000 

1954 

1984 

1964 1964 



 

 

 

is currently attending Claremont Graduate University and 

will  earn a M.A. in Positive Development Psychology and 

Evaluation in May 2014. She was recently accepted into the 

PhD program and will continue her education at Claremont. 

Pat Cincotta Hosken ‘59 has been involved with the      

Robotics team at Redondo Union High since 1996 and is 

always happy to see the Ramona team at competitions. 
 

Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82 is proud to announce that her film 

“Leaving Limbo” was chosen by the John Paul II Internation-

al film Festival to be on of the feature-length narratives that 

will be shown at their 2014 Festival. 
 

Dr. Eileen Sheridan Wibbeke ‘83 recently had the second 

edition of her best-selling textbook “Global Business Lead-

ership” published by Taylor & Francis in Oxford, UK. 
 

Reina Alirez  ‘97  graduated from UC Davis in 2001  with a 

B.A. in Theater and a minor in English. She attended Univer-

sity of North Carolina Chapel Hill and earned an MFA in        

Costume Production in 2007. She currently works full time 

for the Los Angeles Opera's Costume Department and also 

does freelance work for concerts, TV, and music videos.  
 

Sarah Day ’01  received her B.A. in Communications Studies 

from Loyola Marymount in 2004 and her J.D. in Critical Race 

Studies from UCLA in 2009. She has worked as a Contract 

Attorney for Rutter Hobbs & Davidoff, Inc., as an Associate 

Attorney for the Law Offices of Carlos A. Cruz and Associ-

ates, and in June of 2013, opened her own Immigration Law 

Practice, the Law Offices of Sarah V. Day.  
 

Jenna Santoianni Glazier ‘02 graduated from Marquette 

University in 2006 with a double major in Broadcast and 

Electronic Communication and Political Science with a minor 

in Film. For the past two years, Ms. Glazier has led the script-

ed department at BermanBraun, a media company with dig-

ital, TV, and film divisions.  
 

Evelia Chacon ‘04 received her B.A. in Liberal Studies and    

Religion from Notre Dame de Namur University in May 

2008. She earned her M.A. in Education - Curriculum and 

Instruction in August 2013. She currently works at Notre 

Name de Namur. 
 

Stephanie Cruz ‘04 graduated from Cal State University Los 

Angeles with a B.S. in Business Administration - Accounting. 

She is currently working as a staff accountant. 
 

Dennica Gumaer ‘06 graduated from Whittier Law School 

with a J.D. in May 2013. She passed the California Bar on her 

first attempt and in December 2013 was sworn in. 
 

Jennifer Lumbres ‘06  has been accepted into the PhD  

program for Electrical Engineering at UC Santa Cruz. She is 

the recipient of the Cota-Robles Fellowship. She plans to do 

research in either Applied Optics  or Astronomy Instrumen-

tation. 
 

Caitlyn Gumaer ‘09 graduated from Pitzer College with a 

B.A. in Psychology and a minor in Spanish in May 2013. She 

50th Reunion 

September 7, 2014 
 

Contact: 

Denise Nolin Westcott 

denisewestcott6@gmail.com 

(909) 633-6394 

40th Reunion 
 

A reunion at La Casita del Arroyo in Pasadena 

 is being planned for October 11, 2014. 
 

Contact: 

Janine Bizzarri Hattem 

(310) 280-0101 

janinehattem@hotmail.com  
 

Gail Hall Gevorkian 

(949) 360-4383 

gailanng@cox.net   

35th Reunion 

Saturday, July 19, 2014  
 

Contact:   

Rozanne Adanto 

(626) 744-6522 

radanto@aol.com 

  

Michelle Perez Vermilye 

(562) 762-9912 

MVermily@lasuperiorcourt.org   

10th Reunion 
 

Contact:  

Ashley Munoz 

AMunoz@archinteriors.com 

(626) 678-4122 

  

tel:%28310%29%20280-0101
mailto:janinehattem@hotmail.com
tel:%28949%29%20360-4383
mailto:gailanng@cox.net
tel:%28626%29%20744-6522
mailto:radanto@aol.com
tel:%28562%29%20762-9912
mailto:MVermily@lasuperiorcourt.org


 

 

 

  

 

   Welcome New Incorporated Province Ministries Coordinator!    
 

Pat Barr, former Principal of St. Mary's Academy in Portland from 2000-2013, has been 

hired as the new Coordinator of Incorporated Province Ministries. She serves as the    

liaison from the incorporated ministries to the Province Leadership Team. Pat stepped 

down from being Principal at St. Mary's Academy this summer. As principal of St. Mary's, 

she attended the annual Network of Schools meeting so she is familiar with each of our 

SNJM schools and incorporated ministries.  In her new position,  she will attend some 

Ramona Board meetings as well as other special events. She is replacing Sr. Florence 

Hee, OSF who  accepted the position of President at the Academy of the Holy Names in 

Albany, New York.  

  

 

Thank you to everyone who has registered on our new Online Directory. If you have not had an opportunity 

to do so,  please take a minute to register so that it becomes a  valuable and comprehensive resource for all 

Ramona Convent alumnae.  
 

To register, go to the Alumnae Registration page under Alumnae on our website www.ramonaconvent.org 

After you register, the Alumnae Office will review your  information and email you your pass code. 
 

Only Ramona graduates or past pupils will be given access to the Online Directory. Once reviewed, your entry 

will be posted online and will be available to others.  
 

Please note, since your information will be available for other Ramona alumnae to view, if you do not 

want to provide us with complete information, you do not have to. We do ask that you supply us with 

a means to contact you, such as an email address or telephone number.    
 

Should you need to make changes to your information in the future, simply come back to the site and fill out 

an "Update My Registration" request.  
 

For more information or questions regarding Ramona's new Alumnae Online Directory, please contact        

Julie Huntley '72, Director of Alumnae, at (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

 

Susan Cioffi Allen ‘63 to Raymond A. Gardner 

Tamra Martinez ‘77 to Jess Wilham 

Evelia Chacon ‘04 to Shaun Ferrera 
 

 

Fallon Jude, son of  Pedro and Jessica Beloin Ciero ‘99 

Camila Simone and Lucas Porter, son and daughter of 

Paul and Sheila Chung Hagen ‘94 

 

We would like to have a “brainstorming session” 

with Ramona alumnae  who are involved the fields 

of music or science & technology. If you are inter-

ested in sharing your expertise, and/or interests, 

please contact Julie Huntley ’72 at (626) 282-4151 

ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org. 

Dr. Beverly Morgan, M.D. RIP 
 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Dr. Beverly Morgan, M.D., a past pupil of Ramona Convent  

and  a generous and gracious benefactor. Dr. Morgan was featured as one of the donors profiled in Fall 2013 issue of       

Ramona Magazine. 

 

http://www.ramonaconvent.org
mailto:jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org


 

 

 

 

Maureen Bateman ’51 Honored for Volunteerism 
 

On Friday, March 14, 2014, Ramona Convent alumnae, Maureen Bateman ’51, was honored 

for her volunteerism at the 2014 Women of Achievement for the 24th Senate District Awards 

Ceremony. This event, hosted by Senator Dr. Ed Hernandez, O.D., recognizes distinguished 

women in acknowledgement of Women’s History Month. Honorees were selected based on 

nominations submitted by people from communities throughout the 24th Senate District.  
 

Maureen Bateman is a retired educator, whose career spanned 50 years through teaching, 

school administration, and district level administration. Volunteerism continues to be a pri-

mary focus of her activities in retirement, as she serves on the Board of the Soroptomists and 

served on the Board of Directors for the West San Gabriel Valley YMCA  for twenty-one years.  

Maureen currently donates her time to Lincoln Training Center, an organization that helps 

adults with disabilities to be productive individuals by engaging them in meaningful work 

among various other organizations, helps at People for People, an emergency food bank in 

San Gabriel, and at Mater Dolorosa Retreat Center in Sierra Madre, as well as her parish, St. 

Luke’s in  Temple City and, of course, her alma mater, Ramona Convent. 
 

Genaro Alarcon, father of Ramona graduate Alessa Alarcon ’04, represented Garvey School 

District in presenting the award to Maureen. 

                 

 A Note from the Editor 
 

Ramona’s Christmas Card for 2013 featured a picture of the our original chapel. I received a 

lovely email from Barbara Hickey Kramer ‘55 who has given me her permission to share  her 

memories with you.  Barbara attended Ramona from 1st grade through 12th and was a 

boarder in the 4th and 5th grades.   
 

You are invited to share your memories of Ramona. Please give me a call at (626) 282-4151 

ext. 135 or email me at jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org. I would love to hear from you! 
 
 

                      Warm regards, 
 

                                     

                                    Director of Alumnae 

 
  

“When I received the Christmas postcard with the 1913    

picture of the chapel, I had goose bumps! That was what I 

recall the chapel to look like when I made my First Holy 

Communion there in 1945. I can remember that day so well 

too. My parents and grandparents were sitting in the pew 

behind me. It was a beautiful day and I had been able to stay 

overnight with the boarders so Sr. Mary Celestine could see 

that we did not break our fast! Afterwards there was a lovely 

breakfast in the dining room for us and our families. Thanks 

for the memory.” 

                       Barbara (Hickey) Kramer ‘55 

Maureen pictured with Senator 

Hernandez at Awards Ceremony 

 



 

 

The Sisters, faculty, staff, and Ramona Convent  community extend our deepest sympathy 

 and prayers for the recently departed members of our family and their loved ones. 

Margaret Keough Cahill ‘34 

Margaret Volz Metz ‘38 

Sr. Alma Rose Gaffney, SNJM ‘41 

Margaret Chrisney Rossano ‘41 

Mary Busby Brueggeman ‘42, mother of Linda Brueggeman 

Seymour ‘63 

Carmela Loschi Gesellbracht ‘42 

Nedra Frankenberger Ireland ‘45 

JoAnne Volz Patterson ‘46, sister of Ellen Volz Miller ‘37, 

Margaret Volz Metz ‘38, Valerie Volz Funk ‘42, and Alice Volz 

Larson ‘47 

Alice Volz Larson ‘47, sister of Ellen Volz Miller ‘37,  Margaret 

Volz Metz ‘38, Valerie Volz Funk ‘42, and Joanne Volz Patter-

son ‘46 

Betty Leithauser Seiple ‘47 

Joanne Davis Weisenberg ‘47, mother of Ellen Weisenberg 

Blackstock ‘72 

Sheila Webster Figenshau ‘49 

Agnes Lucey ‘49, sister of Mary Evelyn Lucey Carson ‘40 and 

Sr. Juliana Lucey, SNJM ‘43; niece of Mary Marley Lucey 1914 

(RIP) and Sr. Angela Clare Lucey, SNJM 1916 (RIP) 

Loretta Ondreyka Miller ‘58, sister of Gloria Ondreyka 

Murphy ‘54 

Margaret-Rose Anton ‘69, sister of Irene Anton-Lee ‘70 
 

 

Eva Arranaga, mother of Marcia Arranaga ‘80 

Joseph M. Cwiok, father-in-law of Cathy Carras Cwiok ‘74 

Edward Flock, grandfather of Audrey Wolffe ‘07 and Ashton 

Wolffe ‘14; father of Linda Wolffe (staff) 

Gilbert Flores, father of Victoria Flores ‘07  

Sr. Miriam Irene Furrer, SNJM, (former faculty) 

Dr. Beverly Morgan, M.D., (past pupil, benefactor) 

Jean Naylon, mother of Carol Naylon Garris ‘63 and Wendy 

Naylon Edwards ‘64 

Elaine Wood Nonno, (past pupil), sister of Sr. Chris Wood, 

O.P. ‘68; niece of Sr. Marion Connors, SNJM (former faculty) 

Kaisu Pekkala, grandmother of Suvi Flagan Geary ‘00 and 

Taru Flagan ‘02, mother of Aulikki Flagan (faculty) 

Jaime Lian Lao, father of Marie Eugenie Lao ‘94 and 

Cordette Kalaw (former  staff); father-in-law of Oliver Truong 

(staff) 

Antonio Flores Sandoval, husband of Carmen Martinez 

Sandoval ‘39 

Dennis Spall, (former staff) 

George Tamparri, grandfather of Gilda Aviles ‘74, Rosemary 

Aviles Fitzgerald ‘75, and Martha Aviles ‘79 

Thomas J. Viola, Trustee Emeritus and benefactor 

Dorothy Weick, mother of Rosemary Weick Trombly ‘60 

and Marilyn Weick ‘67; aunt of Janet Pasienski ‘67 

Donna Yniguez, mother-in-law of Diana Wendel Yniguez ‘93 

Lois Zabriskie (Sr. Joseph William), former SNJM and faculty 

 

A gift in the name of a loved one is a meaningful way to 

pay tribute to a deceased family member or cherished 

friend. It can also be made to celebrate a special occasion 

such as an anniversary, wedding, birth, or graduation. 

Your gift will not only honor your loved one but also help   

provide scholarships for young women who would not be 

able to attend Ramona without financial assistance. The 

Alumnae Office will send a card to the person you have 

honored or to the family in the case of an In Memoriam 

gift. 

 

This gift is: 
 

 In Honor of 
 

 In Memory of 
 

 Other (please specify) 
 

Enclosed is my contribution of $ 

 

Please Send a Card to: 
 

Name 
 

Address 
 

City                                          State         Zip 
 

This contribution is made by: 
 

Name 
 

Address 
 

City                                          State        Zip 
 

Phone 
 

Email 
 

Please mail this form with your contribution to: 
 

Ramona Convent Secondary School 

Attn: Alumnae Office 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

 Alhambra, CA 91803 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Fund their Future! 

 

 

 
 

  

Scholarships are made available through the following foundations and endowments.  The bulk of 

the scholarship money, however, comes from individual donations from alumnae and friends.  

Many of you received tuition assistance in your time; please support today’s students by giving 

back through the Ramona Convent Scholarship Fund. 

 

The Bill Hannon Foundation     The Rose Hills Foundation 

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus & Mary   The Wells Fargo Foundation 

The Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation   The Von Der Ahe Foundation 

Constance Abeel Scholarship Endowment   Ramona Convent Faculty Scholarship 

Ramona Convent National Honor Society   The Green Foundation 

Beverly Morgan Scholarship Endowment               Individual Memorials/Scholarships 

                                               

 

 
 

Today’s students are counting on your support to continue their education at Ramona. 

Visit www.ramonaconvent.org to make a gift online. 

Please be as generous as you can!! 

Each year the need for tuition assistance increases.  Many students applying to Ramona can no 

longer afford the full cost of tuition. In keeping with the Mission of the Sisters of the Holy Names, 

we want to make a Ramona education available to all qualified young women. Tuition assistance 

is awarded to students who demonstrate a desire to attend Ramona, a good academic record, 

and a need for financial help to become a Ramona girl.  Each year we are able to fund  approxi-

mately only half the demonstrated need.  The largest scholarship is usually half the tuition – and 

even that is beyond the means of some who apply. 

YEAR           TUITION        TUITION          % OF STUDENTS 
                                                           ASSISTANCE             RECEIVING  
                    ASSISTANCE 

  

‘09-’10            $9,480                    $289,407                     22.96%  

’10-’11             $9,960                   $316,100                     25.20%  

‘11-’12         $10,440                   $350,000                     33.01%  

‘12-’13         $11,055                   $340,255                     32.96% 

’13-’14          $12,300        $400,000       41% 



 

 

 

 
 

We will be celebrating our 125th Anniversary during the 2014 - 2015 academic year. 
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Alumnae Parents - If this issue is addressed to your daughter who no longer 

maintains a permanent residence at your home, please notify Julie Huntley of 

her new address at (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org.   

October 4, 2014  125th Anniversary Mass celebrated by Archbishop 

                                            Jose Gomez with reception following 
 

 
 

January 2015  Women’s Symposium - Breakfast and Speaker Event 
 
 

March 6, 7 & 8, 2015 Alumnae Weekend - Alumnae Social, Homecoming 

    Luncheon, Alumnae Mass, & Saturday Seminar 
 
 

April 25, 2015  125th Anniversary Auction Dinner-Dance 

We will also be hosting separate anniversary events in Northern &     

Southern California and out-of-state. If you are interested in helping to 

plan one of these events, please contact Sr. Kathleen Callaway at (626) 

282-4151  ext. 157 or callaway@ramonaconvent.org 

 


