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 MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

 

 

Ramona's Mission, as a welcoming and inclusive Catholic school sponsored by          

the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, is to provide an educational           

program that graduates young women who are characterized by academic               

excellence, spiritual depth, moral strength, and personal grace, open to the              

wisdom of other cultures and traditions, and prepared to lead and serve in an                     

evolving interdependent global community. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
 

SNJM  
CORE VALUES 

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 
we have eliminated multiple copies of RAMONA 
mailed to each household. Please contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 if you 
would like to receive an extra copy or if you would 
prefer to receive your copy electronically.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the most 
accurate and up-to-date information in all of our 
publications. However, unintentional errors may 
appear. As a result, we ask you to contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  the 
event that there are any factual errors. We will 
correct these errors in the next publication. We 
appreciate the interests and concerns of our read-
ers and welcome any assistance toward achieving 
our goals. 
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Dear Members of the Ramona Family, 

 

This year Ramona Convent celebrates 125 years of academic 

excellence, spiritual depth, and dynamic leadership.  As we 

focus on the latter for this edition of Ramona, I cannot help 

but be reminded of the Joyce Rouse song, Standing on the 

Shoulders.  We are certainly here today because we stand on 

the shoulders of the women who came before us…their  

courage, their wisdom, their vision and their hard work have 

brought us to this day.  Each time I pass through the      

pavilion and see the names of the 414 Sisters of the Holy 

Names who have ministered here at Ramona, I thank God 

for their commitment which keeps alive the charism of 

Blessed Marie-Rose. Those banners and the statue of Marie-Rose gazing down on Alumnae 

Drive, the library and the classroom building are a daily reminder to students and faculty 

alike of her charism and of our responsibility to keep it alive.  Mother Marie-Rose was, her-

self, an attractive and dynamic leader of our newly-formed congregation. Young women of 

the day sought to follow her because of her strong sense of mission and her commitment to 

the education of young women, both wrapped in a mantle of deep faith grounded in a   

personal relationship with her God. 

 

The list of leaders (superiors/principals) at Ramona is quite long, since most only served for 

six years or less; even longer is the list of their accomplishments.  Each one brought her    

personal gifts to the tasks at hand -- from construction projects and raising funds for them 

to developing meaningful and relevant curricula, appropriate to the time and forming the 

hearts and minds of the young women enrolled in each generation. Even more significant 

than their personal leadership, however, are the leaders that were formed at Ramona under 

their guidance. 

 

Even in an era where women had very little voice in the political or business world, Ramona 

women were making a difference. At our recent Homecoming Day, Margaret Mooney 

Whalen ’40 spoke movingly of her work in the mid-forties when representatives of 50 coun-

tries met in San Francisco to draw up the United Nations Charter.  Serving in the communi-

cations sector, she was privileged to meet a host of world leaders.  Such an experience was 

unusual in her day. Today we have Ramona women demonstrating their leadership in the 

halls of the United States Congress, in the court system, in cities, schools and in many arenas 

in the business world.  While the “gene” for leadership may already be present, one cannot 

discount the many ways Ramona students through the years have been encouraged and 

given the opportunity to develop and demonstrate their leadership.  Our current students’ 

leadership abilities have been recognized by the selection of four of our students to receive 

the Rotary Youth Leadership Award and the accompanying privilege of attending a weekend 

leadership seminar with delegates of clubs from Las Vegas to Los Angeles (juniors Cecilia 

Nunez, Mia Rodriguez, and Luisa Virgen).  In addition, Cecilia was honored as one of the 

recipients of the  2015 Women of Achievement Awards in the category of Emerging Leader 

by  California State Senator Dr. Ed Hernandez of the 22nd  Senate District.  Ramona women 

of today, like their predecessors, are being trained to make a difference in an ever-evolving 

interdependent world.  As we move confidently into the future, may our shoulders be the 

ones to hold those who will follow us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 

 

 

A Message from the President 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Gordon Trask 
Chair 
 

Kathleen Garvey 
Vice Chair 
 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Janice Burrill ‘75 
 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 
 

Susan Schiffhauer  
  De Pietro ‘67 
 

Scott Hamilton 
 

Harumi Hata ‘78 
 

Betty Lemire Houston ‘62 
 

Sr. Daleen Larkin, SNJM 
 

Sr. Cheryl Milner, SNJM 
 

Kay M. Paietta 
 

Jennifer Siu ‘77 
 

Linda Reilly Swick ‘76 
 

Diane Williams 
 
TRUSTEE EMERITI 
 

Dennis M. Harley 
 

Tom McKernan 
 

Hon. Patricia Schnegg  
  Oppenheim ‘70 
 

 

 

  



Dear Ramona Community, 

 

Ramona’s campus is alive with euca-

lyptus, redwood, Australian silk, and 

gingko trees that spread a leafy cano-

py over paths bordered by roses. It’s a 

verdant oasis in our urban Southern 

California landscape! Students strolling 

through Pine Terrace or across Rose 

Heath, feel a deep sense of peace and 

awe, even during the energetic events 

of Spirit Week. 

 

Such beauty wasn’t always present. In 1889, our founding sisters discovered an arid hill   

covered with brown scrubby grass nibbled to the ground by hungry sheep. Today’s flourish-

ing garden-like campus is the fruit of 125 years of stewardship and cultivation by those  

pioneering SNJM sisters and the teachers, staff and students who succeeded them. 

 

Similarly, our students flourish with a combination of intentional care and the right environ-

ment.  In the context of a thoughtfully planned academic curriculum and a holistic  

student life program, our teachers honor initiative, foster trust, teach collaboration 

and expect responsibility. The inculcation of these principles, along with practical         

experiences in public speaking and leading clubs, sports teams, service projects and retreats, 

is the bedrock of our formation of Ramona graduates into capable, transformative leaders.     

 

Training young women as leaders follows from our SNJM  commitment to the full develop-

ment of the human person.  And, we do it well.  As Christina Castaneda Hull ‘01 posted 

recently on her Facebook page, “Being in an all-female school environment was liber-

ating and empowering, competitive and stressful, fun and AMAZING. I was so ready 

for college. Ramona made me brave, not afraid of hard work and following my heart.” 

 

Please catch up with us in this issue of Ramona magazine. We focus on some of the ways 

we help our students reach their full potential so that they, as the thousands of graduates 

who have come before them, will lead to make a difference in the world. We also highlight 

our Ramona Farm project, an initiative that is taking our beautiful campus “garden” into an 

exciting future. 

 

Alumnae, Ramona friends, and family, feel free to drop by the campus anytime. We’d love to 

show you around!   

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Mary E. Mansell 
Principal 
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Celebrating Ramona’s remarkable history this year, we have highlight-

ed our “outstanding academics, spiritual depth and dynamic leader-

ship.”  Among those distinguished characteristics, I am particularly in-

trigued by the dynamic leadership that has stimulated and sustained 

Ramona’s ongoing development for 125 years.  If one could bottle that 

leadership, people would want it!   

Such a treasure is available to our students.  

Many Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary dedicated a part of 

their lives to the education of young women at Ramona.  Their passion 

for the mission of education, and collaboration with faculty and staff, 

propelled Ramona to stay on the cutting edge.  Guided by the SNJM 

charism, Ramona empowers the full development of our students.  As 

the school philosophy so states:  “This environment encourages each 

student to reach her full potential as a spiritual, caring, independent, 

cultured, confident and well-educated young woman.”  Ramona has 

stood the test of time because of its values and commitments inherent 

to faith and the flowering of the human person.   

At Ramona, the leadership development of our students is an ongoing 

process, with daily opportunities to lead, and constant encouragement 

to be women of service and justice. 

When the Ramona faculty was asked what they do for the leadership 

development of their students, a wide array of reflections came forth.  

In the classroom there are chances to speak publicly, work collabora-

tively, think critically and produce creatively.  High standards for citi-

zenship support the growth of responsibility.  Even our minimal use of 

bells supports such growth.  A deep-seated culture of leadership also 

provides many girls the opportunity to hold ASB and class offices, or 

serve as leaders for clubs, athletics, drama, and other special events.    

A significant factor contributing to the array of leadership opportuni-

ties lies in Ramona being an all-girls’ school.  If there is any problem to 

be solved in science, technology, engineering or math, girls solve it.  If 

a new stage set is needed for the upcoming play, girls build it.  If com-

munity activities are proposed, girls plan them.  Ramona has the girls’ 

Aids Walk LA 

Valerie Murguia, recipient of the Mother 

Marie-Rose Durocher Award 

125th Anniversary play  

“Ramona: A Place to Come Home” 



  

school advantage. There is no aspect of our student life in 

which girls are not the catalyst, designers and achievers.  

In doing so, they discover their gifts, the gifts of others, 

and the amazing synergy that develops when all gifts are 

welcomed. 

 

The four-year aim for student leadership at Ramona is 

found in the integrated student outcome that declares a 

Ramona graduate to be a transformative leader.   Inherent 

to such leadership is compassionate service and action for 

justice.  These resources for leadership are particularly cul-

tivated through theology classes, annual class retreats, 

communal prayer times, and ongoing service learning op-

portunities.  Over four years, Ramona students grow in 

their awareness of the many injustices that affect the most 

vulnerable in our world.  Issues related to water rights, 

immigration, human trafficking, AIDs and the environment 

are studied, discussed and addressed every year.   

 

Ramona’s commitment to compassionate service and    

action for justice can again be traced back to the Sisters of 

the Holy Names.  In their foundress, Blessed Marie-Rose 

Durocher, one finds a young woman who regularly offered 

a hand to those most in need in the rural life of Canada 

during the 1840s.  Among the most vulnerable were 

young girls without schooling and preparation for their 

role in  society.  With the courage of her convictions, 

Blessed Marie-Rose initiated a school and a community of 

women to lead it.  Rooted and nurtured by that tradition, 

Ramona stands today as an eminent leader in the educa-

tion of intelligent, strong, and faith-filled young women 

able to lead and transform the world. 
 

                    Contributed by Judy Wilber Alvarez 
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Recently I took on the daunting task of creating a farm on our 

beautiful 19-plus-acre campus as part of our community service 

day.  What began as a small one-day service opportunity pro-

posed to me by Sr. Anna Keim has blossomed into a community 

farm initiative, encompassing many visions, stakeholders, and 

long hours of thinking and, yes, worrying about how this will   

all come together.  My initial vision was that I did not want it    

to be just my vision.  Indeed, the process is an ongoing one           

encompassing meetings, questions, endless website queries, 

and desperate pleas for help.    

 

Why a farm and why now? There is a case for sustainable farm-

ing within an urban landscape.  Currently, the local community 

surrounding Ramona Convent could be considered a food   

desert.  With only one small ethnic market and a myriad of fast 

food establishments, healthful food choices are not plentiful.  

We know that a lack of access to whole organic food choices 

can contribute to a number of diseases which begin early in life.   

In the face of these challenges, school farm/garden programs 

can help children grow up to be healthier because children who 

grow their own food are more likely to eat fruits and vegetables 

and to be more knowledgeable about nutrition. They also are 

more likely to carry this healthy habit into adulthood, staving 

off diet-related disease over their lifetimes.   

 

School farms and gardens have also been shown to improve 

students’ behavior and performance at school and improve  

appreciation for the environment.  Farms serve as outdoor 

classrooms for any number of subjects, including science, math, 

creative writing, and art.   

 

When the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary first  

arrived here 125 years ago, they were met with sheep-eaten 

barren ground with little character and only a hand-

ful of trees.  Our current park-like campus didn’t 

happen overnight; it is the result of years of stew-

ardship and love for God’s creation born out of   

necessity. The Sisters had to produce much, if not 

most, of their food in order to feed themselves and 

the students who lived here.  In 1891, the Sisters 

began farming with 5 cows. By 1930, the Sisters had 

30 cows, 15 pigs, hundreds of chickens, turkeys,  

rabbits and pigeons. There was an abundant supply 

of cream and milk. The fields were planted with oats, 

barley and alfalfa that fed the hundreds of farm  

animals on campus.  We had a grove of nearly 200  

Valencia and navel orange trees along with grape-

fruit, lemons, peaches, figs, nectarines, avocados, 

and walnuts.   

As with many areas around the Los Angeles basin, 

little is left of our agricultural past.  Today many a 

weekend warrior is trying to reclaim that heritage by 

planting raised bed gardens in whatever usable 

space is available. At Ramona Convent, we are 

blessed with an abundance of land, and it is this 

very abundance that will allow us to reap the       

rewards of our hard work in order to give back to 

our local community.   

 

Why give back?  Because that is who we are!  What 

started as a one-day project is now poised to      

expand into programs that teach our students,  par-

ents, faculty, staff, and community partners about 

agriculture, nutrition, service projects, a community 

farmer’s market, visits from inner city school       

children, and whatever our imaginations conceive.   
Sister’s orange grove north of  school 

The Sister’s  garden  in the early 1960’s was east of the  

Convent and north of the swimming pool. 



 

 

 

Many generous members of our Ramona Convent community 

have offered money, equipment, and time.  Mrs. Kay Paietta, a 

member of our Board of Trustees, has donated money in order 

to secure tools and other gardening supplies.  Mr. Gil Vargas 

(Josephine Vargas ‘18)  has donated his time and equipment 

assisting us in our efforts to rehabilitate the land located behind 

the pool and gym.  Jessica Franco ‘15 and Kendall Alvarez ‘16  

have volunteered their leadership. 87 students have signed up 

for our new agriculture club and many faculty and staff  have 

volunteered their time and sweat equity in order to help this 

farm project get off the ground.   

 

A horticulture class, which includes a culinary and nutrition 

component, is being offered this summer.   Our President, Sr. 

Kathleen Callaway, SNJM, and our Principal, Ms. Mary E.     

Mansell, have been generous with their advice, mentorship, and 

enthusiasm.  Mrs. Aulikki Flagan has contributed her 

grant-writing abilities in order to secure much needed 

funding.   

 

This does not mean, however, that we have everything 

or everyone that we need. I’m currently in the process of 

creating a planning committee to ensure that this pro-

ject receives consistent support and attention in order 

to help it thrive. Community support and involvement 

will be the key to our farm’s success.  If you feel you 

have the time and talent to share, then please contact 

me via e-mail flaborie@ramonaconvent.org.  
 

         Contributed by Francois Laborie  

          Theology Department 

  

 

 

Lily Perales ‘16,  Arizbeth Magana ‘16,  

and Marissa Hernandez ‘16 

Ileana Vasquez ‘16 and Danielle Valenzuela ‘16 

John Bonar, Francois Laborie, Sister Margaret Spiller ’61, Mary Mansell,  

Judy Alvarez, and Maggie Averill 

Alina “Siyan” Zhu ‘18  

and Jessica “Xibao” Wang ‘18 

mailto:flaborie@ramonaconvent.org


 

  

One of Ramona Convent’s expectations for graduates is that each girl become a “transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of 

others, initiates new ideas, resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals.”  Hoping to achieve this, 

the Ramona Convent English Department, in the 1980’s, lobbied to make Speech and Communication a required course for 

graduation rather than just an elective offering. This plan has been quite successful.  For the past three decades our students, 

aided by their speech class, have been prepared to lead and serve with confidence and creativity.  
 

Many skills and applications are developed during the semester speech course.  Students learn to accept constructive criticism 

as well as give it, to practice how to conduct an interview and be an interviewee, to motivate others to solve problems through 

persuasion, to organize and present ideas quickly or on the spot, to apply moral and ethical values to decision making while 

demonstrating personal integrity, to use appropriate body language, gestures, and eye contact,  to use visual aids, and to  listen 

carefully and critically.  Some of the speeches are presented individually and some with partners or groups (debate).  
   

Some sophomores have commented on their experiences: 
 

“The speech class I’m taking has allowed me to become more confident when I speak.   

  It has even inspired me to take leadership in new ideas that I have planned.” 

       Samantha Rivera ‘17 
  

“The variety of speeches helped me practice my speaking in different ways.  Talking so 

  much allowed me to eventually become comfortable and improve.” 

      Dora Bezonsky ‘17 
 

“I can now give speeches at my church and display leadership qualities so others can follow.” 

      Krystal Chau ‘17 
 

“I learned to organize my thoughts, so I may be more interesting to the audience and 

 therefore more persuasive.” 

      Dora Lu ‘17 
 

The seniors also appreciate their speech experiences: 
 

“Speech class allowed me to feel free in my own skin.  I am able to stand up in  

  class without shaky hands or a trembling voice.” 

     Katrina Gonzalez ‘15 
 

“The most important thing I learned in speech is how to prepare for and what to 

 do in a job interview.  Learning how to write a resume is also beneficial.” 

     Roxanne Guerrero ‘15 
 

“I think speech classes are crucial in a curriculum, and I have taken notice of the 

 difference between those who have taken it and students from other schools 

who have not.” 

        Karina Payan ‘15 
 

“The goal is to get your message across in a way that channels your personality.  

  All the great speakers do that.” 

     Helena Enciso ‘15 
 

Based on the above comments, our required speech program has been successful as we hear and look forward to hearing great 

things about our students in the future.  Jessica Franco ‘15, a member of our President’s Council, sums it up succinctly: 
 

“Before taking a speech class, I had often spoken in front of large crowds but was always extremely nervous.  My 

speech class helped me discover what I needed to work on while speaking and, in turn, gave me the confidence to be a 

good speaker. It also helped me understand how to appeal to certain audiences.  I gained important leadership skills 

by being prepared and confident in my own work,  while appreciating the opinions of others.” 
 

           Contributed by Margot Melieste 

           English Department 

Jacquelyne Orsornio ‘17 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Cecilia Andrea Jennings Nunez ’16 has been selected by the office of Senator Ed Hernandez of 

the Twenty-Second Senate Distric as the recipient of the 2015 Women of Achievement Awards in 

the category of Emerging Leader.  

  

Cecilia is recognized for her work as a tutor, trainer for tutors, and student board member for Pro-

ject Neo, an after-school educational organization for at-risk youth in the San Gabriel Valley. Project 

Neo also mentors volunteers in developing strong leadership skills. Cecilia has provided guidance 

and support to the students in the program and has shown great leadership in encouraging and 

training her Ramona classmates as tutors for Project Neo.  

  

She has been a member of the California Scholarship Federation, National Honor Society, and the 

Key Club; she is currently serving as Junior Class Treasurer. This school year, Cecilia co-founded the 

Women United Club, a student group that invokes women's rights and discusses the societal issues 

surrounding gender-based inequalities. Her goal is to help her classmates change the societal beauty standard to which young 

women are held. She says, “I feel that more women would be encouraged to speak their minds if their minds were valued as 

much as their bodies.”  

A scholar-athlete and a leader on and off the court, Julia Zwaal ’15 was named to the Division 4A- 

2014 All CIF Southern Section Varsity Volleyball Team. The selection is made from approximately 

1,000 girls in division. Nominated by the Horizon League and Ramona Convent, Julia was selected 

by the Coaches selection committee of CIF Volleyball.  

 

Captain of the Varsity Volleyball team during both her junior and senior years, Julia has also been 

recognized as an AP Scholar and a 2014-2015 National Hispanic Scholar in the NMSQT/PSAT com-

petition sponsored by the College Board.  She is a Ramona Ambassador, a member of the Ramona 

Robotics Team, and the President of the  National Honor Society. 
 

Julia also gives back to her community. She’s coordinated a tutoring program for students in low 

income neighborhoods through the Salesian Boys and Girls Club. She also serves on the Adelante 

Mujer Latina Teen Advisory Board. 

 

Cecilia Nunez ‘16 

Unlike some schools, Ramona does not mandate service; instead, students are encouraged to give to 

others out of personal responsibility and generosity to form a lifelong habit of volunteering.   Recipi-

ent of the 2015 Archdiocese Christian Service Award, Ashley Torrecillas ’15 describes the 300 plus 

hours of voluntary service she has given during the past four years as “fun and rewarding.”   

 

Ashley has served as a retreat leader for her Kairos retreat and for the freshmen retreat. She is a four-

year Ramona Ambassador, a four-year member of the Volleyball and Swim teams, a four-year mem-

ber of the Girls Athletic Association, and a four-year member of the Key Club where she serves as 

Secretary. 

 

In addition to working as a counselor as the Salesian Boys and Girls Club Summer Day Camp, Ashley 

has led her youth ministry team and helped organize a 30 hour famine for students in her parish.  

Julia Zwaal ‘15 

 

 

Ashley Torrecillas ‘15 



 

 

 

  

I’m a Ramona Girl! 
 

Ramona’s Enrollment Team along with the help of our very accommodating students 

and faculty have created a video that says it all! Take a moment out of your busy day 

and find out more about this new generation of Ramona Girl. 

https://vimeo.com/120125001  

Ramona’s robotics team, Ramona Rampage, just completed its thirteenth year participating in the 

FIRST Robotics Competition and returned as the winner of the Spirit Award.  Beginning in January, 

each team is given six weeks to construct a robot with the necessary capabilities to perform the 

tasks required in the competition using a standard "kit of parts" and a common set of rules.  The 

students worked after school and weekends to build 

the robot. Ramona competed in the new Ventura Re-

gional on March 26 – 29 and was the only all-girls’ 

team of the forty-two that competed. 
 

Each member of the Ramona robotics team was      

involved with an aspect of the robot, including design-

ing the lifting and drive mechanisms, and creating the 

programming. Other components of the competition 

include animation and website design. 
 

One of the key tenants of the FIRST completion is 

“gracious professionalism.” Teams of three robots  

competed against other teams of three, teaching the 

students strategy, teamwork, and tenacity.  Expert teams assist novice teams and those in need of “spare parts” only need to 

ask another team for help. 
 

The team’s mentor, Mrs. Aulikki Flagan, allows the students to 

make most of the design decisions and problem solve to im-

prove the robot’s performance.  
 

The FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and  

Technology) robotics competition is a nationwide competition 

that teams professionals and young people to solve an engi-

neering design problem in an intense and competitive way.  

FIRST familiarizes students with the exciting world of engi-

neering and helps them reach their academic and personal 

potential by developing critical thinking, leadership, and  

mentoring skills. 

Melissa Morado ‘15 

Samantha Bordador ’15 & 

Mrs. Flagan in ‘The “Pit” 

 

Co-Captain Brianna Ong ‘16, Erica Gomez 

’15 and Co-Captain Samantha Bordador ‘15 

 

 

Winners of the Spirit Award at the 2015 Ventura Regionals 

https://vimeo.com/120125001


  

Leadership in athletics manifests itself in different ways, from 

the loud cheerleader personality to the  quiet “lead by exam-

ple” persona. The following students have demonstrated their 

leadership skills and were recognized as Horizon League, Del 

Rey League, and CIF All League recipients. 

Front row: Luisa Virgen ‘16, Soccer;  Nicole Vargas ‘17,              

Cross Country &  Soccer; Subashni Rajiv ‘18, Tennis 

Back row: Jessica Franco ‘15, Volleyball; Erica Smith ‘17, Soccer;     

Brianna Sanchez ’16, Volleyball; Julia Zwaal ’15, Volleyball;  

Victoria Martinez ’15, Basketball 

Missing from picture: Brianna Cinat ’15, Basketball; Helena Enciso 

’15, Basketball; Robin Fong ’15, Tennis; Emily Echeverri ‘18, Cross-

Country 

“As an athlete, I am expected to have the responsibil-

ity of managing my time, and being a team player on 

and off the court. To improve my skills and focus dur-

ing games and practice, I also work hard in school to 

stay up-to-date with my studies. Being a team player 

makes me a leader because I not only include and 

work with my teammates, but I also try to motivate 

them to always do  their best.”    

   Jessica Franco ‘15 

“Athletics at Ramona make me a better leader 

because of the different  ages. I like to help the 

younger girls by teaching them different ways to 

improve their game. I like to observe the older 

girls so I can become leaders like them. I always 

try my best because I don’t want to let my team-

mates down.”     

   Erica Smith ‘17 

“Athletics have made me a better leader because I am 

part of a team in which we either win together or lose 

together. As a leader I have been able to give the 

players advice as well as receive support from them. 

Using these skills, I was able to become a better team 

member. This years’ team allowed me to grow strong-

er as a person and I have made bonds that I will truly 

cherish.”   

   Subashni Rajiv ‘18 

These students were asked “How has athletics made me a better leader and given 

me an opportunity to use my leadership skills?” Here are a few of their answers... 

“Being an athlete has encouraged me to be-

come a leader with every passing year. As I get 

older, I feel a responsibility to be a role model 

for my younger teammates. As an athlete and 

captain, I have learned to speak my mind and to 

be open with my team. The leadership skills I 

have developed through athletics have also 

helped me transfer the same leadership to the 

classroom.”      

   Nicole Vargas ‘17 

  “I have been an athlete for as long as I can remember, and it is very important for me to be able to partici-

pate in sports at Ramona.  Sports have taught me how to be part of a team by learning how to work with 

others when things are going well and when things are going not so well. This school year, my junior year, I 

was chosen to  be the Varsity Cross Country and Varsity Soccer captain. Through these experiences, I was 

able to learn how to give directions not only to underclassmen, but also to seniors. In order to do this, I 

needed to earn their trust and respect by working hard and leading by example. Participating in sports has 

also taught me how to be a better leader in activities outside of sports such as class projects, service       

projects and fundraising events.  Athletics have  allowed me to grow as a person by teaching me first how to 

be a good teammate.”   

         Luisa Virgen ‘16 

 

 

  



 

  

Deb Drury came to California 

from Massachusetts to be a 

tennis umpire in the 1984 

Summer Olympics and never 

went home. Actually she did 

return to the East Coast 

briefly, but a phone call from 

Sr. Annunciata (Pat Bussman) 

in 1985 brought her to     

Ramona to teach Frosh PE/

Health and in the 1986-1987 

school year, she accepted the 

position of Athletic Director. 

She coached for eleven years 

and, she proudly adds, Ra-

mona was Horizon League Champions all of those eleven years. 

As countless Ramona Convent alumnae athletes will tell you, 

Ms. Drury nurtured their love of sports as she continued to add 

more programs to increase student interest and participation. 

These included Varsity Soccer, Varsity and JV Cross Country, and 

Varsity Track & Field. She also coached JV Basketball for eight 

years, Varsity Cross Country until 2001, and Swim for fourteen 

years.  

 

In 1994, she was the recipient of the Governor’s Council on  

Physical Fitness Achievement Award for outstanding leadership 

and curriculum development in educating our California youth 

in fitness and health.  In 2005, she received the CYO Hall of 

Fame Volunteer Award for outstanding dedication, values, and 

sportsmanship in CYO Athletics. This year Ms. Drury’s vision was 

instrumental in the opening of Ramona’s new fitness center. 

 

Based on the changing needs and focus in today’s society, high 

school athletic curriculum has changed.  Ms. Drury states that a 

distinct shift has occurred over the last decade toward more      

personal, individual-based physical fitness programs. Under her 

direction, Ramona is providing an exciting new 

option in the P.E. classes called “Fitness for Life,” 

an integrated curriculum that combines life-

long activities, health choices, and sports into 

one year-long course. Our students learn the 

tools and skills needed to remain healthy and fit 

over their lifetime.  

 

Being a fourteen year breast cancer survivor 

fuels her drive every October to raise money for 

the “early detection saves lives” crusade as well 

as making her students aware of their potential 

risks. The dollars that are raised through her 

campus fundraiser are donated to the Hunting-

ton Breast Cancer Center in  Pasadena in order to 

keep the money local but also to help underprivi-

leged women obtain mammograms, a concern that, 

as an Associate of the Sisters of the Holy Names, is 

near and dear to her heart.  

 

Longtime colleague and coach Henri Lee summed 

up his respect for Ms. Drury and her legacy: 
 

“Debbie and I have worked together forever! 

How do I describe Deb Drury? Wonderful! A 

very giving person, she is one of the unsung 

heroes of Ramona. Debbie has been a moth-

er to her students, a guiding light, and a 

mentor. She has had to deal with a lot of 

people and interesting situations, but she 

handles everything with a fair and open 

mind.” 

 

 

 

Deb Drury 

Deb in 1989 

Deb with students in the new Fitness Center 

 



  

 

As happens every two to three years, the Sisters and Associates of the US-

Ontario Province will gather for a meeting (Chapter) this summer.  When 

we are together in Portland July 9-13, the theme of our days will be Choos-

ing Sustainability: Abundant Life for All.  The need to sustain our Earth and 

to look to the future of the planet is a timely one.  Care of the Earth is  ex-

pressed well in our Native people’s concept of basing decisions on consid-

eration of how our decisions will affect the 7
th

 generation.  At the same 

time we will be addressing timely topics of planning for our Province and 

our Congregation.  We are delighted that the keynote speaker will be Sister Simone Campbell, SSS, 

Executive Director of NETWORK.  Those of us who heard Sister’s inspirational and challenging talk at 

Ramona’s  Women’s Symposium in January are looking forward to hearing her again.  January’s 

theme, Faith in Action, Caring for the 100%, resonates so well with the chapter theme.  Our hope is 

also that we as SNJM’s strengthen our influence as we embrace sustainability and work toward 

Abundant Life for All. 
 

Our SNJM charism is also about empowering others to take action.  Shortly after this meeting in 

Portland, our Youth Justice Forum will be held in Montreal.  Each of our six US schools, as well as our 

schools in Canada – and in Lesotho – will be sending student delegates to this conference.  Dele-

gates are sophomores and juniors who have demonstrated an 

interest in and participated in actions for justice.  In applying 

for the conference, the girls also commit to going back to 

their respective schools to work as a team and to engage in 

specific actions to involve their student body in acting for jus-

tice and participating in community service.  Using our SNJM 

charism as a foundation, students will have the opportunity to 

explore and further the SNJM main focus areas of justice 

work: water/environment, human trafficking, and immigrants/

refugees.  Preparation on a specific social justice issue is also 

required before the group leaves; at the conference they will 

make a presentation to the other girls.  Delegates will have 

the opportunity to offer their insights, ideas and action plans 

and to come home with ideas from the other schools, as well 

as engage in community service projects in the Montreal area while they are there.  We look forward 

to hearing from Carolina Barbosa ‘17, Helen Cabrera ’17 and Elisa Herrera ’17, and Sophia Reyes 

‘18 when they return. They are already practicing their French, too! 
 

               Contributed by Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

Choosing Sustainability and Gifting Empowerment 
 

SNJM charism teaches our students to take action 

Helen Cabrera ‘17, Elisa Herrera ‘17,  

Carolina Barbosa ‘17, and Sophia Reyes ‘18 

 

 
Emerging Leaders Conference Grant 

Ramona is the recipient of a generous two-year grant from the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and 

Mary Incorporated Province Ministries to develop an Emerging Leaders Conference for young women in 

the 7
th

 and 8
th

 grades.  Ramona students will plan the conference, teach and model leadership skills and 

collaborate with the middle school students. The young emerging leaders will also gain practical skills by 

planning and executing a service project in conjunction with their high school mentors.  The conference 

model is designed as a prototype that can be replicated in other Holy Names Schools across the country. 

Next fall, look for more information about the conference and an opportunity to nominate an emerging 

leader who would benefit from this opportunity.  



 

Sister Simone Campbell Inspires Audience  
at Ramona’s Inaugural Women’s Conference  

 

In honor of Ramona Convent's 125th Anniversary, Sister Simone Campbell, SSS, known as the “Nun on the Bus”,  

spoke to a crowd of nearly 200 guests at our Inaugural Women's Symposium on Thursday, January 29, 2015.   

 
In her remarks titled "Faith in Action, Caring for the 100%," Sister 

Simone spoke about economic justice, affordable health care and    

immigration reform, and how women are particularly impacted by 

these issues. She shared that nearly two-thirds of those currently earn-

ing the minimum wage in the U.S. are women, and that living on a 

minimum wage job requires them to be dependent on government 

programs such as food stamps and Medicaid to support themselves 

and their families. She argued that in the wealthiest country in the 

world people should be treated with respect, earn a salary that allows 

them to participate in the economy, and not have to fear that a health 

emergency could cause them financial ruin.  Sister Simone also shared 

an encounter she had with a successful entrepreneur who pointed out 

something she had never thought of regarding the living wage move-

ment. He said investing in all of his people was great for his businesses -- lower turnover, better productivity, and       

employee loyalty – but was upset that his tax dollars were actually helping to fund his competitors who charged less for 

their services and chose to not pay a living wage to their      

employees who then had to rely on Medicaid, food stamps, and 

other public benefits to cover expenses they couldn’t afford to 

pay for themselves.   
 

Sister Simone is the executive director of NETWORK, a national 

Catholic social justice lobby, and author of the book, A Nun on 

the Bus. She has led three “Nuns on a Bus” tours, advocating for 

topics such as immigration reform, Medicaid expansion, pro-

grams to serve the poor, as well as a recent “get out the vote” 

bus tour.  She has appeared on "60 Minutes," "The Colbert   

Report," and "The Daily Show with Jon Stewart" to talk about 

public policy reforms. 

 

"It was a great honor for Ramona to have Sister Simone 

Campbell as our Inaugural Women’s Symposium speaker and 

as a distinguished guest speaker for our students,” said Sister 

Kathleen Callaway, SNJM, and President of Ramona Convent.  

“She is an inspiring leader in the effort to create a more just 

society, and her passionate advocacy for the less fortunate 

on the most pressing public policy issues of the day mirrors 

the charism of the Sisters of the Holy Names.  Our students 

listened intently, were captivated by her stories and real-life 

experiences, and came away more informed about the hard-

ships many women and children around the world face and 

the difficult choices they are forced to make simply to sur-

vive, and how they can be catalysts for change both here and 

abroad."  

 

 

 

Sr. Simone Campbell  

Sr. Simone addressing Symposium attendees 

 

 

Sr. Simone speaking with Ramona students 



 
Celebrate Ramona’s 125

th
 Anniversary at 

 

 

 

 

 
Alumnae, current and past parents, faculty and staff, 

local businesses and other members of the Ramona 

family will come together and celebrate Ramona's 

125th Anniversary at La Fête, the final event in     

Ramona’s yearlong 125
th

 Anniversary celebration. La 

Fête will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2015 from  

7:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at The Castaway in Burbank, 

and will feature a complimentary cocktail hour, dinner, 

live & silent auctions, opportunity drawings for a trip 

for two to Maui and $1,250 Nordstrom gift certificate, 

and dancing to live music of the 'ACE' band. La Fête 

will also feature our 2015 Fund-an-Item appeal, which 

will support the purchase of new laptops and software 

to provide a State-of-the-Art learning  experience for 

our students as they practice new skills, conduct ex-

periments, and engage in exciting, authentic learning 

experiences as part of our comprehensive STEM     

curricula.   
 

All proceeds from La Fête will be used to help        

Ramona continue its commitment to excellence both 

inside and outside the classroom.  Thank you to our 

generous sponsors to date - Payden and Rygel, the 

Sisters of the Holy Names, Bebette Coleman ’48,    

Barry and Therese Verdugo Bentley ’75, Michael and 

Kathleen Garvey and Crestwood Communities, William 

H. Hannon Foundation, Franklin Halladay, Rose and 

Dennis Harley, the Automobile Club of Southern Cali-

fornia, Maureen Bateman ’51, Kevin and Sarah Rankin 

Fisher ‘71, Kay Paietta, Ida Torres ’89, Drs. Felix and 

Chasity Jennings Nunez (P ’16) and the Rotary Club of 

Alhambra.  
 

For more information on La Fête, please contact the 

Ramona’s Development Office at (626) 282-4151. 

Those unable to attend La Fête but wanting to sup-

port the 2015 Fund-an-Item and our 125
th

 Anniversary 

celebration can make a gift by going online at La 

Fête’s website http://www.lafete.myevent.com, or by 

contacting the Development Office at (626) 282-4151 

or via e-mail at lafete@ramonaconvent.org.   

  

Front: Laura Litschi Jones ‘64, Rita Ortega White ‘76, Patricia 

Quealy Schneck ‘60, Sofia Hernandez ‘82, Sr. Dorothy Nolan ‘52, 

Joan Parada ‘76 

Back: Rebecca Ybarra Allison ‘87, Kathie Cusack Sheehy ‘71, 

Laura Lau ‘71, Lydia Ortega ‘76, Mary Burson O’Meara ‘72 

Front row: Roanne Ross ‘75, Sr. Kathleen, Gerrie Gutman McSor-

ley ‘75 

2nd row: Christy Paulin ‘74, Joan Parada ‘76, Sr. Carol Nicklas ‘58 

3rd row: Celia Vollov ‘69, Alicia Graham Jones ‘60, Mary Ann 

Lemire Mattos ‘72 

4th row: Joan Samur ‘63, Mary Keane ‘55, Margaret Garstang ‘70 

5th row: Mary Tobin Kelly ‘72, Marlene Teel-Heim ‘51, Rosemarie 

Delahaye ‘66 

Top: Cyndi Eng ‘78, Kathleen Szatlocky Guevara ‘62 

Margaret Mooney Whalen ‘40, Sally Hudson Richardson ‘48, Mar-

garet Hoban Prendiville ‘47, Suzanne Reedy Russell ‘47 

Ramona on the Road 
Alumnae receptions in San Jose, Orange County and Oakland 

http://www.lafete.myevent.com/
mailto:%20lafete@ramonaconvent.org


 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Finding new ways to bring alumnae together is a major focus of Ramona’s Alumnae Office. This year Alumnae Weekend 

was introduced as a means to provide events that would appeal to a variety of interests and age groups. What a success! 

Our alumnae used the weekend to celebrate important reunions, while those who weren’t Honor Classes just stopped by 

to enjoy themselves...another great way to celebrate Ramona Convent’s 125th Anniversary!  

1955 

1972, 1973, 1961,  

1974 & 1975 

2005 

1965 

2009 

1995 

1983 

1977 & 1985 

2000 & 1983 



 

      

 

                 

 A Note from the Editor 

I would like to give recognition to the members of the Alumnae Committees who helped make Alumnae Weekend 

and the 125th Anniversary Mass Reception very successful events. These women put in many hours and shared their 

exceptional gifts with us all. I am very grateful and humbled by their generosity. Special thanks to Danielle Cendejas 

‘00 who organized the Happy Hour and Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82 who organized the Family Picnic. Thank you to: 

Sally McEachen ‘62, Jeanne Alcorn Houston ‘69, Terri Cardinali ‘70, Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82, Yvonne Hayden 

Bustamante ‘83, Roseanna Garcia ‘83, Terri Burrola Huerta ‘83, Martha Argaez Melendrez ‘84, Angela     

Ludena DeCuir ‘85, Debbie Castaneda ‘90, Danielle Cendejas ‘00, Carla Rivera ‘05, and Andrea Gochi ‘10.      

I would also like to thank the Ramona faculty members who taught the Saturday Seminar classes: Maggie Averill, 

Aulikki Flagan, Angelica Seager, and Sr. Margaret Spiller ‘61. 

         With many thanks, 

         Julie Huntley ‘72 



 

 

 

  

the Orthodox Church in America. 
 

Maria Magdalena Villarreal Flores ‘74 lives in Fallbrook 

with her husband. They have three daughters, one son, and 

three grandsons and love being grandparents. 
 

Melissa Arroyo ‘97 has a daughter Avery who is 13 and a 

newborn daughter, London, born 12/20/14.  
 

Lisette Garcia ‘06 recently moved to London where she is 

working in Communications and Marketing at Banco San-

tander. She will return in July for her wedding to her fiancé 

Alexander, whom she met while studying at Boston College. 
 

Angelica Nevarez ‘10 graduated Magna Cum Laude from 

UC Riverside with a B.A. in Psychology. She is currently    

pursuing her Master’s and Doctorate at Seattle University. 
 

Audrey Wolffe ‘07 to Christopher Castleberry 

 

At Homecoming on March 8, the alumnae in attendance were asked to share  

a recollection about their time as students at Ramona. Here are a few that were shared. 

 

Nine classmates from the Class of 1955 enjoyed a wonderful 

Ramona Homecoming Weekend. The video of Ramona kept 

all of us amused. We shared many stories, one of which was 

my acting on stage in Opening Night by Cornelius Otis     

Skinner. My one and only play! Now I enjoy them by volun-

teering at the Pasadena Playhouse. 

   Eugenia Andrews Amodei ‘55 
 

Viewing the video, I was reminded of the event, HUGE, when 

Ramona was offered the “honor” of giving newly ordained 

Cardinal Mahoney a reception! This was in our long white 

concert dresses in the auditorium. The entire high school practiced two or three different times with Sister Rosario Marie, 

Dean of Girls.  Sister was on the stage to coordinate our “bows and scrapes” to the Cardinal. Sister would say, “Down, 

two, three, up, two, three.” This was done until perfect. Sister also mentioned, “If a fly lands on you, leave it alone!” We 

did the same later that year for the visit of Mother General. 

         Kay Hull Haley ‘55 
 

Hello Ramona! Close to my heart forever! Coming back to share with my classmates, I thank you for my everlasting faith. 

When I think of how good my life has been, Ramona and all that I experienced here will always be a highlight!! 

               Virginia Carmona Semain ‘55 
 

My best memory of Ramona is the closeness of our (1965) class and the beauty of our school.  

                Marilyn Ferendelli Bray ‘65 
 

A blast from the past to see my big sister class - 1965 - celebrating their 50th! 

               Alice Miller Ryan ‘67 

Irene Carmona Courselle ‘48 worked in the legal field for 

57 years and attributes her longevity in that profession to 

the patience and understanding she received from her    

Ramona education. 
 

Mary Keane ‘55 worked in Connecticut for over  30 years as 

an Oncology Nurse Clinician/Counselor and Grief Counselor. 

She founded Mary’s Place, a Center for Grieving Children 

and Families. 
 

Marilyn Ferendelli Bray ‘65 enjoys spending time with her 

family and two granddaughters. Her current “obsession” is 

riding and showing her Half-Arabian horse. 
 

Anne Stephens Dale ‘65 retired in 2007 after 33 years as an 

elementary school teacher, principal, and Assistant Superin-

tendent. She gives credit to Ramona for providing her with 

an excellent foundation as a result of the rigorous college 

prep program. 
 

Kathy Luntsford Young ‘72 is entering Holy Assumption 

Monastery in Calistoga, California, a women’s monastery of 

 
Class of 1955 



 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of...Sister Della Stanton, SNJM ‘54  
                           1936 - 2015 

 

Della Stanton began her association with Ramona Convent and the Sisters of the Holy Names in the 

third grade. Although not Catholic, her mother sent her to Ramona for the quality of education she 

would receive. She loved her school years at Ramona, most especially as a member of the orchestra.  

In fact, she attributed her vocation to religious life to her music teacher, Sr. Bridget of Mary.  A  

graduate of Ramona’s Class of 1954, she attended the College of the Holy Names in Oakland.  She 

was baptized Catholic on April 26, 1959 with her college classmate and best friend Sydney as her 

godmother. 
 

It was while she was in college, after hearing a Sister of the Holy Names speak about their Mission in 

Lesotho, Africa, that she felt the call to a missionary vocation.  

She researched other religious communities with  missions in 

Africa and decided to enter the Sisters of the Holy Names 

thinking she would be sent to Africa.  Instead, she was asked to go to Ariquipa, Peru, to 

which she wholeheartedly said yes! In January, 1968, Sr. Della found herself on the way 

to Lima.  She spent 10 years teaching in the Primary School at Nuestra Senora del Pilar. 

In the Secondary School. Sr. Della taught math, ESL, religion, and moderated the      

student council, which she much preferred to teaching.  She said that her years there 

were some of the happiest in her life.  After 23 years in Peru, Sr. Della returned to the 

U.S. in 1991 after the death of her brother.   
 

Ramona principal, Sr. Margaret Spiller, asked Sr. Della to develop a computer program 

for the school which she was delighted to do. She had fallen in love with computers 

and couldn’t wait to learn more!  During her last five years at Ramona she worked in 

the Tuition Office and got to know many Ramona families. In 1999, Sr. Della finally 

went to Africa with Sr. Margaret to help the Sisters in Lesotho learn to use computers. 
 

Those who knew Sr. Della, either as a fellow missionary in Peru, a colleague at Ramona, or a member of the parish she attend-

ed, appreciated and understood her uncomplicated way of living.  She was kind to all yet firm in her beliefs, generous, always 

eager to learn, always there with a helping hand, and devoted to her alma mater, Ramona Convent. 
 

                                                                            Excerpted from “Reflections on Sr. Della Stanton” by Sr. Jo’Ann DeQuattro, SNJM 

Ramona Convent’s Historic Building 
A Collection of Interior and Exterior Photographs 

 

During the summer prior to the Whittier Narrows Earthquake of October 1, 1987,  

Ramona alumna Terri Cardinali ‘70, took photos of the interior and exterior of the building, 

including many of the attic where so many seniors had “snuck up” to write 

 their names for future generations of Ramona alumnae to see. 
 

In honor of Ramona’s 125th Anniversary, these photos have been converted to a 

 17 minute-long DVD with a musical background which is available for purchase for $30.00. 
 

If you would like to purchase a DVD, please contact Julie Huntley ‘72,  

 at jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org or (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 
 

Enjoy reminiscing, or perhaps seeing for the first time, the building that embodied the artistry, 

 craftsmanship, and elegance of the era in which it was built. This building was home                                                      

and alma mater to generations of Ramona Convent alumnae. 

Giving computer lessons to  

Ramona students 

Graduation Day 1954 

 

 



 

 

The Sisters, faculty, staff, and Ramona Convent  community extend our deepest sympathy 

 and prayers for the recently departed members of our family and their loved ones. 

Sister Mary Gabriel Kennedy, SNJM ‘32 

Germaine Davin McElroy ’36, sister of Laura Davin        

Jensen ‘44 

Mary McMaster Barry ‘37 

Mary Schoeffel Munro ’39, cousin of Sally Hudson       

Richardson ‘48 

Jean Hayes English ‘40 

Teresa Davies Tichenor ‘45, sister of Gertrude Davies   

Nungaray ‘38, Patricia Davies Peabody ‘40 (RIP), and Ursula 

Davies Bence ‘48 (RIP) 

Mary Shanley Gilb ’49, sister of Kathryn Shanley Byrne ’50 

and Nancy Shanley Smith ‘52 

Marjorie Oliver Holland ‘49 

Maria Andrea Kinney Vavruska ’50, sister of Marciela    

Kinney Baldwin ’49 and Patricia Kinney Prince ‘52 

Beverly Lowe Formaneck ’54, sister-in-law of Mary        

Silbernagel Lowe ‘57 

Sister Della Stanton, SNJM ‘54 (former faculty) 

Jill Pardieck Kuhlmeyer ’55, sister of Joanne Pardieck    

Lipman ’44 and Suzanne Pardieck Mende ’47 (RIP) 

Mary Kathleen Turner ‘65 

Natalie Fornaciari ‘78 

 

 

Miguel Alvarez, father of Lizette Alvarez Shimachi ‘74, Irene 

Alvarez Rosenthal ‘76, and Olga Alverez ‘78 

Matthew Bauer, husband of Lillian Ibarra Bauer ‘76 

Richard Bauman, husband of Margaret Mercer Bauman ‘57 

Rick Callen, son of Toni Carter Callen ‘66 

Sandra Corado, mother of  Monica Corado ‘04, Cynthia  

Corado ‘06, and Tracy Corado ‘08 

Enrique Esparza, father of Rebecca Esparza Montoya ‘76, 

Gabriela Esparza Reitzell ‘79, and Claudia Esparza 

Mudgett ‘82 

Art P. Garcia (former Board of Trustees member) 

Flor Gomez (former Ramona librarian) 

Ener Ibarra, father of Lillian Ibarra Bauer ‘76 

Leslie Jarvis, father of Melanie Jarvis ‘88 

David Kreng, father of Virany Kreng ‘91 and Natalie     

Kreng ‘97 

Kenneth J. Linehan, Jr., brother of Maureen Linehan ’72 

(former faculty) and Elizabeth Linehan ‘78 

Helen Mikirelos, mother of Eva Mikirelos Gatsinaris ’62, 

Fotini Mikirelos Harris ’71 and Dina Mikirelos Zentanian ‘74 (RIP) 

Richard Miller, brother of Carolyn Miller ‘57 

Pauline Berg O’Neill, sister of Elisabeth Berg Favello ’46  

 

and Sister Mary Petra Berg, SNJM, (RIP) (former faculty); aunt 

of Mary Berg Wibberly ’65; great-aunt of Brittany Berg ‘07 

Richard Russell, husband of Suzanne Reedy Russell ‘47 

Helen Sanchez, mother of Desiree Sanchez ’84 (RIP); grand-

mother of Serena Sanchez ‘15 

Clara Schiffhauer, mother of Susan Schiffhauer De      

Pietro ‘67 

Virginia Silbernagel, mother of Mary Ann Silbernagel Lowe 

’57, Patricia Silbernagel Kane ’62, Marjory Silbernagel 

McCreight ’66, (RIP),  and Joan Silbernagel Moye ’69. 

Stephen A. Smith, husband of Judy Oliver Smith ‘61 

Leo Vanhoof, (former faculty) father of Monique Vanhoof  

Burrola ’97 and Sonya Vanhoof  Jimenez ‘99 

Donald Wilson, father of Aileen Wilson Aus ‘81 and Heather 

Wilson Dy ’89; grandfather of Athena Aus ’07 and Starr   

Wilson ‘12 

 

 

 

 

Contact: 

Mary Cassidy Keith 

mek@thegpsinc.com 

(877) 513-8882

Contact: 

Sylvia Moreno 

boopndiaz@sbcglobal.net 

(951) 316-1851 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Support the Ramona Convent  
Scholarship Fund 

 

As Ramona celebrates 125 years of educating young women, we also celebrate its 

many rich traditions.  One of the oldest traditions at Ramona has been providing 

financial assistance to deserving students and their families who would otherwise be 

unable to  afford Ramona’s tuition. 

 

From Ramona’s earliest days, when the Sisters of the Holy Names would accept 

eggs, produce, and services from local families as tuition payments for their daugh-

ters’ education, Ramona has always been committed to educating promising young 

women regardless of their families’ ability to pay.  Today, Ramona provides tuition 

assistance through the generosity of individual and foundation donors to the      

Ramona Convent Scholarship Fund and several Endowed Scholarship Funds. 

 

We hope you will take a few moments to continue this rich tradition by making a 

gift  to the Ramona Convent Scholarship Fund.  Your gift, combined with those 

from other alumnae, former pupils, past parents and other friends of the school, will 

provide critically-needed support to young women who demonstrate academic 

promise but cannot afford the cost of tuition. Your gift can be made online at  

www.ramonaconvent.org, by calling the Development Office at (626) 282-4151, or 

via the reply envelope enclosed in this magazine. Help deserving young women      

experience a Ramona education! 

 

For more information on establishing an Endowed Scholarship Fund at Ramona,   

please contact Kimberly Hoffman, Director of Development, at (626) 282-4151 or at 

khoffman@ramonaconvent.org. 

 

http://www.ramonaconvent.org
mailto:khoffman@ramonaconvent.org


 

 

 

 
 

...for sharing in the celebration of our 125th Anniversary. Please join us  for  

our Gala and upcoming regional receptions.  Alumnae Weekend 2016 will       

be held on March 4, 5, & 6. We look forward to seeing you! 
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Alumnae Parents - If this issue is addressed to your daughter who no longer 

maintains a permanent residence at your home, please notify Julie Huntley of 

her new address at (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org.   


