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 MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

 

 

Ramona's mission, as a welcoming and inclusive Catholic school sponsored by          

the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, is to provide an educational           

program that graduates young women who are characterized by academic               

excellence, spiritual depth, moral strength, and personal grace, open to the              

wisdom of other cultures and traditions, and prepared to lead and serve in an                     

evolving interdependent global community. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
 

SNJM  
CORE VALUES 

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 
we have eliminated multiple copies of RAMONA 
mailed to each household. Please contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 if you 
would like to receive an extra copy or if you would 
prefer to receive your copy electronically.  
 
 
 
 
Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the most 
accurate and up-to-date information in all of our 
publications. However, unintentional errors may 
appear. As a result, we ask you to contact the 
Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  the 
event that there are any factual errors. We will 
correct these errors in the next publication. We 
appreciate the interests and concerns of our read-
ers and welcome any assistance toward achieving 
our goals. 
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We are an Easter people; 
Alleluia is our song! 

 

As I sit to write this message each time, I am overwhelmed 

both with the many things to share about Ramona today 

and the many ways our God has blessed us.  Though we 

have felt deep sadness these last months over the death of 

Sister Margaret Spiller as well as other alums and family 

members, this loss truly enabled us to celebrate and     

understand the deep meaning of the resurrection on Easter 

Sunday.   
 

The wonderful young women who are enrolled here con-

tinue to excel on all fronts from academics to athletics, 

from robotics to ComedySportz and on to music, art, and drama.  In between, they manage 

to fit in a remarkable number of service hours and spirit activities.  They will be the first to 

tell you that here at Ramona there is something for everyone.   
 

The good news, too, is that: 

 We are enrolling a bigger freshman class for next fall. 

 The Ramona Rampage, our robotics team, placed third in their competition in San 

Diego. 

 Both soccer and basketball teams went to the CIF Playoffs 

 Our Celebration of the Arts Night was a wonderful display of student talent which 

wasn’t even dampened by the unexpected rain. 

 The number of students earning membership in NHS, CSF and Philometheon  

Society is impressive to say the least 

 Seniors are right in the middle of hearing of college acceptances to Ivy League, 

UC’s and other prestigious colleges and universities 
 

Our girls would not succeed without the commitment and dedication of our teachers who 

challenge them each day to stretch, to risk, and to reach their highest potential – to dream 

big!  It is a delight when the girls themselves say:  “Our teachers are our biggest fans.”  “They 

are always there for us.”  “They are always ready to help.” 
 

Our Board of Trustees continues to advise and support us and have made raising money for 

scholarships their highest priority this year.  At the encouragement of their own Scholarship 

Task Force, the Board has initiated a Trustees Scholarship which will be awarded annually to 

a Junior for her senior year.  With the $50,000 challenge grant, which you will hear about 

later in this publication, they hope to close the final gap in the funds needed to support this 

year’s scholarship awardees. 
 

Our Alumnae Advisory Board has spearheaded new initiatives to involve and better meet the 

needs of our alumnae.  For the second year Alumnae Weekend featured a variety of activi-

ties – and some energetic alums managed to attend all of them.  Tuesday, April 5,  was our 

first Ramona Pub Night.  Held both in Pasadena and Claremont, it is another way for our 

Alumnae to gather and reconnect.  Though they have a few more weeks to graduation, the 

Class of 2016 was inducted into the Alumnae Association with a special luncheon and      

ceremony planned by the Alumnae Advisory Board. 
 

With all of this, clearly, the basic message must be that Ramona is alive and well! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 

A Message from the President 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Gordon Trask 
Chair 
 

Kathleen Garvey 
Vice Chair 
 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Bridget Brewster 
 

Janice Burrill ‘75 
 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 
 

Scott Hamilton 
 

Harumi Hata ‘78 
 

Betty Lemire Houston ‘62 
 

Patty Lepe Smith ‘79 
 

Sr. Cheryl Milner, SNJM 
 

Jennifer Siu ‘77 
 

Linda Reilly Swick ‘76 
 

Diane Williams 
 
TRUSTEE EMERITI 
 

Dennis M. Harley 
 

Tom McKernan 
 

Hon. Patricia Schnegg  
  Oppenheim ‘70 
 

 

 

  



“Dearest Ramona” begins our alma 

mater - two words summing up our 

love for this superb school. 

 

We all have a story (or more!) encapsu-

lating why Ramona is “dear” to us.  

Recently, I’ve been touched by Ramona 

reflections from groups as different as 

our incoming class of 2020, school  

administrators in Beijing, China, and the 

passionate graduates of the Class of 

1996, who just celebrated their 20th 

reunion here on campus.   

 

From all these vantage points, a clear picture emerges of a special place - a place of 

sisterhood, inspiring beauty, high personal and academic standards,  service that 

makes a difference, spiritual depth, dynamic leadership, and growth towards  

thoughtful, independent adulthood.   

 

At Ramona, our students learn how to build electric circuits and how to read Shakespeare. 

They learn to write compelling arguments and how to speak French, Spanish or Mandarin 

Chinese. Yet, that’s only the beginning.  

 

More importantly, our students learn responsibility and respect, advocacy for them-

selves and others, and the value of their own spirituality - all knowledge essential for a 

full and meaningful life. 

 

This issue of Ramona Magazine highlights a few of the programs that sustain this mission. 

Enjoy reading about how our STEM program has cultivated the science careers of genera-

tions of students.  You will also discover more about how the global emphasis of our      

program prepares our graduates to be citizens of the world, empowered change-makers 

who convey the values and spirit of Mother Marie-Rose across cultures, rather than simply 

players in a heartless global economy. 

 

Soon we will gather in Rose Heath for our 125th Commencement. Well prepared and facing 

the future with confidence, our dear Class of 2016 will sing the final lines of the Alma Mater:  

  

We’ll hold for you a love that’s true - Alma Mater Fair. 

Alma Mater Fair. 

 

For providing a truly life changing and life affirming education - that love is well deserved. 

 

All the best, 

 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 
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Jennifer Woo Baidal ‘97  
I attended UCLA as a "Winter Bruin" and graduated with a 

Bachelor in Science in 2001 with a major in Physiological     

Sciences. After graduation, I moved to Washington D.C. and 

worked at the National Institutes of Health as a post-

baccalaureate research trainee, while also volunteering as an 

EMT.  

 

From 2003-2007, I attended 

Harvard Medical School and 

received my M.D. I completed 

pediatric internship and resi-

dency at Children's Hospital 

Los Angeles in 2010, and then 

returned to Boston for a     

fellowship in Pediatric Gastro-

enterology at Boston Chil-

dren's Hospital. I also earned 

my Master’s in Public Health  

at Harvard School of Public 

Health, and completed a    

second fellowship through the 

Harvard-wide Pediatric Health Services Research Fellowship.  
 

I was an attending physician at Boston Children's Hospital in 

the Pediatric GI and Nutrition Division for 2 years, and did   

research through Mass General Hospital for Children. In July 

2015, I was recruited to Columbia University Medical Center as 

Director of Pediatric Weight Management in the Division of 

Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and Nutrition.   
 

My primary research goal is to improve the health of all       

children through the translation of clinical and epidemiologic 

findings into early life interventions to eliminate racial/ethnic 

and socioeconomic disparities in childhood obesity and its      

co-morbidities.   
 

Sr. Elise Hanrahan and Aulikki Flagan ultimately shaped my 

career pathway and I would like them to know how much of a 

positive influence they had on my academic career. I never 

thought I would be a tenure-track academician, but here I am! 

 
Lisa Tran’03  
I didn’t love science until I met Mrs. Flagan.  I found that her 

classes were very different from any other science class I had 

had before. Instead of reading from a textbook or lesson plan, 

Mrs. Flagan enthusiastically ran around the classroom describ-

ing mitosis - drawing chromosomes, explaining the different 

phases, and making sure we understood. Mrs. Flagan encour-

aged and challenged us students to think critically. I found  

myself looking forward to her science class. 
 

One day, I was asked to join the Science Olympiad team, and I 

was very hesitant. Mrs. Flagan insisted that I come to the meet-

ing and give it a shot. I had a great time, so I also got involved 

with the Science Fair and Junior Engineering Technical Society. 

When I heard about FIRST robotics from Don Bosco boys and a 

few Ramona students showed interest, Mrs. Flagan was 100% 

supportive. We applied for a grant for the $5,000 registration 

fee and got it. Ramona Rampage Team 1159 was born, and 

Mrs. Flagan’s garage became our workshop where the magic 

happened. With zero experience, we built a robot from a kit of 

aluminum, motors, and gyroscopes.  
 

After developing a love for 

science, I went on to Caltech 

to study chemistry and pur-

sue scientific research. After 

college, I attended UCLA for 

a dental degree and then 

Emory University in Atlanta, 

Georgia for a medical degree 

and surgical training to be-

come an Oral and Maxillofa-

cial Surgeon. I still do bone 

regeneration research at 

Georgia Tech because of the 

passion for science that Mrs. 

Flagan instilled in me.  
 

I give credit to Mrs. Flagan for having developed the love and 

curiosity for science that has led to my multiple degrees,     

research projects, papers, grants, and awards. Mrs. Flagan is my 

most inspirational teacher. She has an incredible passion for 

teaching, and she really cares that her students understand and 

enjoy science.  Her commitment to Ramona students is evident 

in her leading the Science Olympiad, FIRST robotics, JETS team, 

Bridge Building  team, and STEM program. Her energy and spir-

it inspired us as students.” 

 

Stacey Rauen ‘07  
I spent the beginning of my four years at Ramona taking all the 

required classes and when I had the option, I filled my schedule 

Ramona’s classes in technology and engineering are designed so students are actual “makers”; they use their knowledge and skills to 

create practical and innovative solutions to problems. Through math, our students gain the ability to analyze and solve problems       

creatively and with self-confidence, enabling them to succeed in today’s increasingly technical world. Although the current need for STEM 

education is very apparent, science, math, and technology have been a focus at Ramona for many years. This curriculum, taught at    

Ramona by dedicated and enthusiastic teachers, has set the groundwork and ignited the interest in our graduates to pursue fields of 

study that have not always been available to women. As a more diverse selection of STEM professions become available, our young  

women find themselves well-prepared for college. Armed with a solid foundation and the desire to follow their chosen field, our        

alumnae are ready to take their place as STEM leaders of both today and tomorrow. Below, four of our alumnae share their stories. 

 

 

Mrs. Flagan and Lisa Tran ‘03 

Jennifer Woo Baidal ‘97 



  

with as many science and math 

classes as I could fit. From dis-

secting fetal pigs in Mrs. Flag-

an’s Biology classes, to building 

our own catapult in Mr. Kay’s 

Physics class, to endless alge-

bra problems from Mr. Scanlon 

and Mr. Hoffman, I had a great 

foundation on which to begin 

my next step in life – college. 

When I was asked by my senior 

year counselor, Mrs. Bonn, what 

I wanted to do with the rest of my life, the first thing that came 

to mind was to be an engineer. She quickly asked, “What kind of 

engineer?” Not realizing that there were so many varieties of 

engineering majors, I researched the different engineering disci-

plines and stumbled across Biomedical Engineering. Biomedical 

Engineering was the perfect balance of math, science, and     

engineering for me. 
 

I chose to attend Worcester Polytechnic Institute in Worcester, 

Massachusetts. Shortly after starting, I realized I wanted to focus 

in biomechanics and ultimately chose a double major in both 

Biomedical Engineering and Mechanical Engineering.  
 

During my summers, I had a great opportunity to work at a small 

lab that was designing surgical tools for eye surgery at the    

Doheny Eye Institute on the University of Southern California’s 

medical campus. Nearing the end of college in 2011, I found 

myself having to chose between more schooling or entering the 

real world and finding a job! I opted to pursue a Master’s degree 

in Biomedical Engineering at USC. This decision gave me the 

opportunity to work in a new lab, but this time I focused on a 

research project for eye trauma. 
  

 I graduated with my Master’s in May of 2013. By February of 

2014, I found myself packing the car and driving to Colorado for 

my first career job – a test engineer for Empirical Testing Corpo-

ration in Colorado Springs, Colorado. My job consists of testing 

medical devices that are seeking approval from the Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) and other regulatory bodies. I use my 

education in math, science, and engineering on a daily basis and 

I look forward to all the opportunities that the future brings. 

 

Jessica Ochoa ‘08 
I always look back on my educational experience at Ramona with 

fond memories. I was surrounded by incredible staff and faculty 

that were excited, passionate and invested in our success. While I 

had always been interested in the sciences, teachers like Ms.  

Durbin and Mr. Hammer reinvigorated my curiosity in both biol-

ogy and chemistry. Most importantly, Mrs. Flagan pushed me 

and inspired me to think critically and to be more inquisitive. Her 

Concepts, Applications and Research in Science class was the first 

time I thoroughly learned about the scientific method and put it 

into practice. Mrs. Flagan’s unequivocal passion for teaching sci-

ence served as a catalyst for me to pursue scientific research. 
 

I attended Whittier College from 2008 to 2012 where I received 

my B.A. in Biology and Chemistry. I quickly realized that I was 

most fascinated by understanding biological processes at the 

molecular level. While there, I served as an undergraduate re-

searcher and studied the physiological effects of phytoestrogens 

on C. elegans. I also participated in a summer research internship 

funded by the Department of Homeland Security. I had the op-

portunity to work at the Nanobiosensors lab at Michigan State 

University. After graduating from Whittier College, I began work-

ing at Eurofins Eaton Analytical, one of the largest potable water 

testing laboratories. For two years, I worked as an Analytical 

Chemist testing water quality, and during my last year there, I 

worked in a managerial position teaching and working with staff 

to make our daily operations more efficient. Working, however, 

was only temporary. I always knew I wanted to return to school. 
 

I finally applied to graduate programs in the fall of 2014, and     

in the summer of 2015, I started the Molecular Biology Interde-

partmental Doctoral Program at UCLA with an emphasis in    

Biochemistry, Biophysics and Structural Biology. I’m currently 

studying protein interactions and using structural and computa-

tional biology to design and synthesize novel proteins for use in 

numerous applications.  I am continually amazed by the fact   

that by understanding the structural, physical, and chemical 

properties of proteins, we can better understand their purposes 

and functions. That is precisely why science initially interested me 

and continues to fascinate me. Science enables us to ask ques-

tions about the world around us, and science provides us with a 

way to answer those questions. 
 

My parents, who are both 

teachers, helped to instill 

the notion that the pursuit 

of knowledge and its subse-

quent dissemination to ea-

ger and inquisitive minds is 

invaluable. Throughout my 

educational career, I en-

countered numerous teach-

ers, professors, and mentors 

that helped to nurture my 

passion for the sciences. It 

was precisely these people 

that led me to want to pur-

sue a career in academia 

and education. Once I obtain my Ph.D., I want to continue      

research and teach biochemistry at the collegiate level so that I 

too can cultivate a passion for the sciences. I want to provide 

mentorship and opportunities to underrepresented students, just 

as my mentors did for me. Additionally, I want to work to provide 

opportunities for K-12 students to get excited about and begin 

to explore academic research in the STEM fields. 

 

Stacey Rauen ‘07 

 

Jessica Ochoa ‘08 



 

  

The first thing Director of Guidance Janine Bonn will tell 

you is that she loves what she does. Although she origi-

nally started as a Chemistry major, she found she didn’t 

like the isolation but enjoyed the problem solving.  This 

explains her love of counselling -- Janine loves to solve 

problems.  She taught for a while but a brain tumor put 

an end to that.  She found herself better suited for coun-

selling. 

 

When she accepted employment at Ramona, she thought 

she would stay for two years. Thirty years later, she is   

appreciative of the unique and satisfying perspective of 

being able to see what and who our graduates have    

become, and not surprisingly, it is not always what they 

thought they would do.  

 

She is happy to help the students make the right choice 

for them. “It’s their trip and I’m just the guide,” she      

observes. “College is the first really big decision they are 

making in their lives.” This decision can be very over-

whelming considering the fact that in general college is 

more than twice as expensive as ten 

years ago.  It is also much more diffi-

cult to get in because the levels of 

competition in desirable schools have 

shot up. She feels our students are well

-prepared to compete fairly and take 

with them a healthy self-confidence. 

 

Janine feels a real sense of mission with 

the students at Ramona, many of 

whom are the first generation of col-

lege attendees, as she was. The girls’ 

parents want the best for their daugh-

ters but don’t know necessarily the 

right steps to achieve it. This is what 

Janine does best, assist both the student and the parents 

to make a well-informed decision. 

 

She is highly complimentary of Ramona’s students, say-

ing that they have an appropriate concern for others. “I 

knew I did the right thing when my daughter Annemarie, 

Class of 2000, was six months into her freshman year at 

Pitzer College. She told me she was the only person on 

her dormitory floor who didn’t hate her high school and 

then she thanked me for sending her to Ramona.” 

 

Janine reflects, “It’s been an interesting journey - - much 

more rewarding than I originally thought it could be.        

I love my colleagues. I love my students. It’s been a lot of 

fun!” 

“Janine Bonn is the most well-prepared,        

knowledgeable, caring, tactful, and organized 

counselor I have ever encountered.  She 

knows how to listen carefully, evaluate, and 

suggest viable solutions no matter how odd 

the problem (academic or personal) appears 

to be – students (and the occasional parent  

or faculty member) receive the best possible 

advice when they talk to Mrs. Bonn.” 
 

       Mary Anne Barnheiser 

Guidance counselors Alberto Chavarria and Janine Bonn 

 



  

Mary Anne Spiller Barnheiser ‘65, English Department, has just  

published a book of short stories through Amazon titled Patches – 

Stories to Ponder (authored by Mary Anne Spiller, since “Spiller” is 

Mrs. Barnheiser’s maiden name), and it is available on Amazon.com 

for $10.00.  The stories deal with diverse characters, human and, in 

one case, avian who face unusual but paradoxically familiar situations.  

Mrs. Barnheiser has been writing since she was a teenager; some of 

the stories in the small anthology have previously been contest-

winners, and she has already used some of them in her classes.      

Although Mrs. Spiller-Barnheiser is most at home writing short stories, 

she is also currently working on a novel and a book of  prayers for 

Catholic High School faculties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethany Curia, Math Department, has been named an AP Fellow. The 

AP Fellows program is an annual competitive grant program that  

provides AP summer institute scholarships for teachers. Ms. Curia, 

who just gave birth to her second child Oliver, teaches AP Calculus AB 

and AP Calculus BC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aulikki Flagan, STEM Department, won the Woodie Flowers Award 

for communication in the art and science of engineering and design 

at the San Diego FIRST Robotics competition in March. Her students 

nominated her for the prestigious award, writing in their nomination 

letter, “ Ms. Flagan is the living embodiment of doing what she is 

passionate about…..she does not see her students as inexperienced 

girls but as young women capable of contributing ideas and solu-

tions….  During her many years of teaching science at Ramona, Ms. 

Flagan has inspired countless students to become scientific leaders 

and entrepreneurs.” (See article on page 8) 

 

 

 

 

Woodie Flowers and Aulikki Flagan at 

the 2016 FIRST Robotics competition 

in San Diego 

 

Mary Anne Barnheiser poses 

with her new book 

Bethany in her classroom 



  

In March, Ramona’s robotics team, Ramona Rampage (Team 

1159), competed in the FIRST Robotics San Diego Regional 

Competition.  They placed third!  
 

On Friday, April 15, Mrs. Aulikki Flagan received word that 

Ramona’s robot had qualified for the National FIRST Robotics 

Championship to be held at the Edward Jones Dome at 

America's Convention Center in St. Louis, MO.  598 Teams 

from around the world will be participating.  Fifty of them are 

from California; Ramona will be one of the few all-girls' 

teams. The competition runs from April 28 - 30th.   
 

Beginning in January, twenty 

seven students in grades 9 

through 12, diligently worked 

after school and on weekends 

to build the robot. Each team 

is given six weeks to construct 

a robot with the necessary 

capabilities to perform the 

tasks required in the competi-

tion using a standard “kit of 

parts” and a common set of 

rules. 
 

In this years’ game, FIRST 

STRONGHOLDSM,, two Alliances 

of three robots each are on a 

Quest to breach their opponents’ fortifications, weaken their 

tower with boulders, and capture the opposing tower.      

Robots score points by breaching opponents’ defenses and 

scoring boulders through goals in the opposing tower. Dur-

ing the final 20 seconds of the Quest, robots may surround 

and scale the opposing tower to capture it.  
 

Every member of the team 

was engaged with an aspect 

of the robot, including the 

design of the aiming mech-

anism (this year the robot 

had to shoot a ball at a goal 

that was ten feet in the air), 

the drive mechanism, and 

creating the programming. 

Other aspects of the com-

petition that the girls are 

occupied with  include ani-

mation and website design.  
 

Mrs. Flagan attributes much of the team’s success this year 

to an “awesome” and dedicated group of mentors: Vincent 

Yip, who teaches Programming and Physical Computing and 

W e ’ r e  G o i n g  t o  N a t i o n a l s !  

Digital Graphics at Ramona and is also the father of Ramona 

graduates Theresa ‘12 and Catherine ‘13, Joe De La Rosa who 

is the grandfather of freshman Vanessa De La Rosa, and 

graduate Erica ’15, Alexa McCullah, Paul Thompson from 

SpaceX, and Donna Wrublewski from Caltech. Also from   

Caltech is Mrs. Flagan’s husband, Richard, who has devotedly 

assisted the team since its inception fourteen years ago. 
 

The FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 

Technology) robotics competition is a nationwide competi-

tion that teams profession-

als and young people to 

solve an engineering design 

problem in an intense and 

competitive way. FIRST  fa-

miliarizes students with the 

exciting world of engineer-

ing and helps them attain 

their academic and personal 

potential by fostering critical 

thinking, leadership, and 

mentoring skills. 

  

 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: This year the robotics team named their robot 

Lady Margaret the Magnificent in honor of Sr. Margaret Spiller. 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Varghese ’18, team 

captain Briana Ong ’16, and  

Angela Reyes-Gomez ’18 

Mentors Vincent Yip and 

 Joe De La Rosa  

The team at the San Diego Regionals in March 2016 

 Senior Emilee Reichenbach 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

In spite of a rainy afternoon, Arts Night was a warm celebration of the visual and performing arts students at 

Ramona.   
 

The Chamber Singers serenaded an enthusiastic audience from the historical staircase across from the library. 

Drama students entertained with short scenes, including a Vietnamese fairytale, with lessons of friendship and 

love. The ComedySportz team kept the audience laughing and engaged with improvised games.  
 

Later, guests poured into the library for the opening of the annual student art show. Works completed this 

year by students in Arts Appreciation, Visual Arts, Ceramics, and AP Studio Art brought “oohs” and “ahhs” 

from the guests. Drawings, paintings, digital art, and photography, as well as ceramic vessels and sculptures, 

were among the many kinds of student artwork displayed. Student docents were on hand to explain their  

visual ideas as well as the processes they used for creation. 

“The best part of arts night was the conversation 

that was created around the artwork. Student   

artists engaged parents and friends in interesting 

discussions about creation and aesthetics.  It was 

clear the evening generated positive energy and 

feelings of pride."  

                 Maggie Averill 

Arts Night Celebration  
Showcases Student Work 

Chamber Singers Drama Skit 

ComedySportz Art Show Vanessa Gomez ‘18 and Sofia Sanchez ‘18 

Victoria Morales ‘16 

Yesenia Huerta ‘16 



What do service, Global Studies, the SNJM Youth Justice Forum in 

Montreal, our international students, and the Barkada Club have in 

common?    

 

As an SNJM school, we prepare students for life - with a multi-

dimensional curriculum that gives our graduates the knowledge, 

skills, and values they need to be effective global citizens. Our 

SNJM mission and membership in the international network of 

SNJM schools fuels this commitment. Through partnership with 

Holy Names schools in Canada, America, and Lesotho, Africa, our       

students connect and collaborate with their peers around the world. 

For example, The Youth Justice Forum, most recently held in    

Montreal, Canada, brings students from the network schools      

together to create student-focused solutions to social  justice issues 

important to the SNJM community: water rights, the environment, 

human trafficking, and immigration reform - all global problems 

demanding nuanced solutions. 
 

Required classes with a global focus such as World Religions, Global     

Studies, World Literature (English 12) and Arts Appreciation help students 

develop deep insight into their world.  In Arts Appreciation, awareness of 

aesthetic choices, cultural influences, and themes of visual and performing 

arts across time and the globe serves to deepen the students’ understand-

ing of humanity.  
 

Grasping the larger forces at play in historical events around the world   

clarifies Global Studies students’ understanding of contemporary events.  

“Our graduates see the connections between the civilizations of the past 

and present-day America as well as other cultures and how the people of 

the world are interconnected,” says David Gray, Social Studies Department 

chairperson. 
 

In their World Religions class, seniors learn the sacred stories, beliefs, prac-

tices, places and spaces of world faiths. As Sister Daleen Larkin, SNJM,    

Theology Department, puts it, “Education in the faith, a core RCSS 

and SNJM value, challenges the student to grow  personally in her 

own spirituality and faith life.  The call to be global women dedicated 

to liberating action requires an understanding and respect for the 

faith traditions of others in our world.  The study of World  Religions 

is an opportunity to discover that all people search for Holy Mystery, 

revealed in this search for meaning and authentic living of shared 

values and beliefs.” 
 

Of course, the World Languages department is also committed to 

enhancing communication skills. Immersed in French or Spanish      

or Mandarin Chinese, our students cultivate language proficiency 

which fosters communication, forges friendships, and develops      

cultural empathy. 
 

Our emphasis on critical thinking not only helps students identify and     

  

As an SNJM school, we 

prepare students for life... 

Educating Global Change-Makers 

 

Helen Cabrera ‘17, Sophia Reyes ’18 Carolina Barbosa ‘17, and 

Elisa Herrera ’17 with other Youth Justice Forum attendees 

 

Los Angeles Human Trafficking Walk 



  

address complex problems, but the research skills they learn also 

help them detect bias and distinguish between reliable and untrust-

worthy  information - essential capacities for the 21
st
 Century global 

citizen.   
 

Aniko Tegtmeier, Librarian, constantly updates the library collection 

to support the needs of the program and “serve as a reflection of 

the voice, ideas, and interests of our students and teachers.” She 

makes sure the Library collection “is rich with new, award-winning 

fiction and non-fiction titles that provide students with a broad 

view of the social, environmental, economic, and cultural issues that 

exist throughout our world.”  
 

Global change-making skills of communication, problem-solving 

and leadership training also permeate the co-curricular program. As stu-

dents plan assemblies, author visits, and prayer services to celebrate the 

cultures and experiences of people around the world, they develop problem

-solving and leadership skills.  
 

Clubs play an important role, too. Whether they’re sharing a       

delicious meal or exploring an LA neighborhood, members of   

student-run clubs such as the Hispanic Society, the Barkada Club, 

the French Club and the Sakura Society celebrate their own       

cultures or gain insight into others’ experiences.   
 

These days, it seems as though everyone in the world comes to 

America through Los Angeles. Ramona is fortunate to be at the 

nexus of many cultures, with this gift of diversity reflected in our 

diverse student body which now embraces international students 

from China, Vietnam and Saudi Arabia.  At Ramona, they polish 

their English language skills, prepare for American universities, and 

obtain an “American” education with its emphasis on developing 

independent, critical thinkers. They also appreciate the smaller class sizes 

and Ramona’s friendly, helpful teachers.  Their perspective enriches class 

discussions and deepens school activities such as this year’s Lunar New Year 

Assembly. Through their friendships, many nurtured in the International  

Student Buddy Program, Ramona girls from America and abroad develop 

cross-cultural bonds and build cultural competency. 
 

Finally, on-going service and school-wide projects      

such as campus recycling, the Lesotho Drive and Green 

Week always incorporate an educational component, 

stressing the complexity along with the “solvability” of 

global problems. 
 

A Ramona education instills respect and empowers each 

student to make a difference in the world. When we think 

of the 21
st
 Century, we often picture individuals swept by 

uncontrollable global economic forces. Thanks to their 

Ramona education, our students are not passive          

victims—they are advocates and agents of change, ready 

to “Go forth, cast fire, and liberate life!”  

 

International student field trip to the Getty Museum 

Theology classes visit Buddhist Temple 

 

Anneliese Deusch ‘19, author Lisa See, Dr. Matthew            

Vincent, and Calista Rugama ‘19 

 



 

Mary Mansell, Principal, and Judy Alvarez, Director of International Student 

Life, traveled to China in March with the Cambridge Institute of International 

Education to learn more about the Chinese educational system and to meet 

with potential Ramona applicants. Ramona Magazine interviewed them 

about their adventures. 
 

What was the best thing about your experience in China? Did anything 

surprise you? 
 

Judy Alvarez: 

“In China, I knew I was far from Los Angeles, but the urban centers we visited, 

particularly in Beijing, felt like home. Intense commuter traffic, rising office 

buildings, punctuated by a myriad of restaurants and modern shopping 

malls, prompted my sense of living in a global village. “ 
 

Mary Mansell:  

“At the Fengtai No. 2 Middle School in Beijing, I was interested to see teach-

ers emulating an “American” style lesson.  Students were encouraged to ex-

press their opinions as they collaboratively created skits to teach their peers 

the vocabulary and history of the upcoming Qingming Festival.  This particu-

lar school reminded me of Ramona - with a beautiful library, engaged teach-

ers and students, and student art work on display. I spotted a copy of Jane 

Eyre on a bookshelf. Students even had two gardens - one for writing poetry 

and one for growing fruit and vegetables. Not too different from the Ramona 

Farm.” 

 

Did you meet any interesting applicants? 
 

Mary: “Yes! Just this week, a young woman I interviewed (and accepted) in 

Zhengzhou stopped by Ramona to visit her new school. We’re looking      

forward to seeing her on campus again when school starts in August.” 

 

Are Chinese high school students different from American students? 
 

Mary: “Not really. We really do live in a global economy. Students in Beijing 

and Zhengzhou were fans of American movies and television, especially   

Zootopia and American television, especially reruns of Friends.” 

 

Now that you’re back home, what do you 

miss about China? 
 

Judy: “The young people I met there really 

touched my heart. They all made evident their 

great enthusiasm to learn English.  The ones I 

interviewed revealed their hopes and dreams, 

including the chance to study in the United 

States.  It was a unique gift to encounter them 

so personally in their own cultural setting.” 
 

Mary: “I also miss eating so many delicious 

vegetables, including bok choy for breakfast!” 

 

 

 

Mary Mansell and the Principal 

of  Fengtai No. 2 

Judy Alvarez, Mary Mansell, and Cambridge staff  

after a delicious lunch in Beijing 

Judy Alvarez and the English Department  

of Fengtai No. 2 Middle School in Beijing 

Educating in a Global Community 
 

Ramona educators travelled to China to get to know their Chinese colleagues 

Judy Alvarez and Mary Mansell hiking                         

at Mutianyu Great Wall  



They came from Winnipeg, Albany, Tampa, Seattle, Portland, and Oakland ready to enjoy 

the Southern California sunshine!  Ramona’s President Sister Kathleen Callaway and  

Principal Mary Mansell, were delighted to host the annual meeting of the SNJM Network 

of Schools.  Administrators representing our English speaking schools in the US and 

Canada came together to discuss common concerns, to share ideas about mission effec-

tiveness, and to share best practices on a variety of topics.  All of this was done within 

the framework of the theme: Global Education – a World of Possibilities 

 

With our membership stretching across national boundaries and the even broader reach 

of SNJM ministries, Ramona and our other schools are well-positioned and have already 

taken on this challenge.  Our mission is anchored in the SNJM Core Values, Catholic   

Social Teaching and Global Solidarity.  Many of us have International students enrolled 

in our schools.  The world in which our students will live is ever evolving and increasingly 

interdependent. Our students must be presented with a program that promotes global 

understanding and awareness of the richness and diversity of all human societies. 

 

The value is that, as SNJM schools, we can do it together – not in necessarily the same 

way on each campus, but with a common thrust. Within our own mission and philosophy 

and rooted in the charism of Blessed Marie-Rose, each of us tries to form a “globally  

educated student” who understands, cares and acts to promote personal growth and the 

common good locally, nationally, and 

internationally. 

 

The meeting time also provided us 

with the opportunity to celebrate    

the Eucharist together, to enjoy a St. 

Patrick’s Day luncheon with Ramona’s  

faculty and staff, to have the student 

ambassadors give tours, to have a 

brief presentation by Ramona’s award 

winning ComedySportz Team, and to   

enjoy social time together.  Next year 

in Tampa! 

  

Ramona Hosts Annual SNJM Network of Schools Meeting 
 

Promoting comprehensive understanding of the richness and diversity of all human societies 

1st row l-r: Mary Ellen Gozdecki-presenter, Mary Ann Vigliante-AHN, Albany,            

Sr. Cynthia Canning-SNJM Board of Members, Christina Friedhoff-St. Mary’s Portland, 

Sr. Maureen Delaney-SNJM Board of Members, Art Raimo-AHN Tampa 
 

2nd row l-r: Brigid Fishman-AHN Tampa, Sr. Margaret Kennedy-SNJM Board of   

Members, Josie Audina-St. Mary’s Winnipeg 
 

3rd row l-r: Sr. Marina Faina-SNJM Board of Members, Liz Swift-HNA Seattle, Connie 

Yunyk-St. Mary’s Winnipeg, Kelli Clark-St. Mary’s Portland, Kim Dawson-HNA Seattle 
 

Back row l-r: Constance Hubbard-HNHS Oakland, Sr. Elizabeth Crean-SNJM Board of 

Members, Sr. Kathleen Callaway, Mary Mansell, Pat Barr-Coordinator of SNJM       

Incorporated Ministries 

 



 

Mother Marie-Rose 
 Legacy Society 

 

Blessed Marie-Rose, the Foundress of the Sisters of the Holy 

Names of Jesus and Mary, believed in tomorrow.  A woman of 

great faith and vision, she believed that education, and       

especially the education of young women in the faith, was  

invaluable, and that opening the hearts and minds of others 

meant opening new doors and new possibilities.   

 

Since our founding in 1889, generations of students have 

graduated from Ramona Convent because of the generosity 

and foresight of generations of donors who shared Blessed Marie-Rose’s belief in tomorrow.  

These donors shared more than a belief in and passion for educating young women; they were 

fervent believers in a Ramona education.  By including gifts to Ramona in their financial and es-

tate planning, they created a meaningful legacy for themselves by ensuring a Ramona education 

would be preserved for future generations of young women.  

  

Ramona created the Mother Marie-Rose Legacy Society to honor donors during their lifetimes 

who have made Ramona Convent part of their legacies by including us in their charitable gift 

planning.  Membership in the Legacy Society does not require dues, obligations or solicitation. It 

simply allows Ramona to thank you for the plans you have made to support the school, and 

possibly inspire other Ramona supporters to join you as a Legacy Society member.   

 

Legacy gifts can be made by naming Ramona Convent as the beneficiary of a defined bequest in 

your will or living trust, or through planned or deferred gift vehicles such as gift annuities,    

charitable trusts, or life insurance policies that can provide tax relief or additional income to the 

donor.  Depending on the interests of the donor and the gift amount, legacy gifts can support 

Ramona in a myriad of ways -- endowing a scholarship or building fund, making capital         

improvements to the campus, supporting the school’s greatest need, funding a curricular or     

co-curricular activity close to the donor’s heart, etc.    

 

In addition to the current and deferred legacy giving options mentioned above, donors 70½ 

years or older can take advantage of a simple way to benefit Ramona and receive tax benefits in 

return.  You can give up to $100,000 from your IRA directly to Ramona without having to pay 

income taxes on the money, and do so annually as the law has no expiration date, allowing you 

to see the difference your donation is making.   

  

When you support Ramona with a legacy gift, you help us 

ensure that our unique and exceptional educational experi-

ence remains a viable option for future students.   

 

To learn more about how you can contribute to the future 

of Ramona today, please visit the Planned Giving section of 

our website at www.ramonaconvent.org/Giving.aspx, or call 

Kimberly Hoffman at (626) 282-4151, ext. 130.   

 
The information on this page is not intended as legal or tax  advice. For 

such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Examples cited 

are for hypothetical purposes only. 

 

 

Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher 

 



 

 

Ramona Receives a $50,000 Challenge Gift  
for Scholarship Support 

 

Every gift matters. Every gift makes a difference.  Every gift is appreciated. Every gift helps a   

student at Ramona.  All of these things are true about every gift we receive.  And now, thanks to 

a very generous donor who has promised to make a scholarship gift of $50,000 if we raise 

$50,000 in scholarship support by June 30
th

, we also can say that every gift will help us raise 

$50,000 for scholarships.   
 

 “Ramona has given me the ability to expand my horizons and open my mind.  I’ve tried 

so many new things since I’ve been here -- I‘m on the Robotics team and student  

council.  I’m in a whole bunch of different clubs and without them I wouldn’t have the 

friends I’ve made.  I’m very grateful to have this scholarship and to have the opportuni-

ty to come to Ramona.”  

       Member of the Class of 2017 
 

Whether you give to Ramona’s general scholarship fund, the Alumnae Scholarship Fund, or one 

of the several endowed scholarship funds that have been established in memory of a beloved 

member of the Ramona community, your gift will move us closer to our goal and an additional 

$50,000 in scholarship funding.  A gift of any size in support of any scholarship fund at Ramona 

received prior to 11:59 p.m. on June 30
th

 will count toward our $50,000 goal and help us receive 

an additional $50,000 for scholarship support.   
 

 “I’m really happy to know that there are people out there who are willing to give some 

of their time, effort, and money to help students such as me attend Ramona, to       

continue our schooling and to actually help us to provide for our future and help us      

succeed in life.” 

       Member of the Class of 2019 
 

Tuition assistance has always played an important role in the Sisters of the Holy Names’ mission 

in educating promising young women without regard to their families’ financial circumstances, 

and thanks to the thoughtful generosity of alumnae and other members of the Ramona commu-

nity throughout the decades, thousands of young women received the tuition assistance they 

needed to complete the important first step of their education at Ramona, realize their academic 

and leadership potential, and prepare for a lifetime of achievement and service. Our alumnae are 

leaders in their homes, workplaces, communities, and in the increasingly connected world in 

which we live.  What started here for every Ramona 

graduate continues to happen every day, and what 

happens here can change the world.   
 

Please help us continue to change lives and change 

the world with a gift of scholarship support to    

reach our $50,000 goal.   Your gift can be made 

online at www.ramonaconvent.org, by calling the 

Development Office at (626) 282-4151, or via the 

reply envelope enclosed in this magazine.  With your 

thoughtful gift, Ramona can continue its tradition of 

providing tuition assistance to promising young 

women and allow them to experience the transform-

ative power of a Ramona education. 

 

In honor of the Class of 1966’s 50th reunion, Adina Roe Roberts 

presents a check for $3,790.00 to Sr. Kathleen Callaway  

and Ms. Mary Mansell 

 



 

Sister Margaret Spiller, SNJM (Sister Jonathan Mary) was to celebrate her 50th   

Jubilee as a professed Sister of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary this spring but 

God had other plans.  A graduate of Ramona Convent’s Class of 1961, her  minis-

try included one year as an elementary educator at Saint Augustine in Oakland 

and serving at Holy Names High School in Oakland and Saint Monica High 

School in Santa Monica as teacher and vice-principal.  

  

All in all, Sr. Margaret ministered at her beloved alma mater, Ramona Convent, 

for a total of 29 years. During her first term at Ramona in the early 1970’s, she 

taught, among other things, the experimental two-year Chem-Physics class. It 

was after the Whittier Narrows Earthquake of October 1987 that devastated the 

school and caused a decline in students, that Sr. Margaret became principal 

(1988).  As a result of her leadership and progressive thinking, Ramona was twice 

recognized as a U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School of Excellence 

(1993 and 1998), bringing about a significant increase in enrollment.  In 2000 she left Ramona to serve as the   

provincial leader of the Sisters of the Holy Names in California. In 2006, she returned to Ramona not only to teach 

but to help guide the school’s growth in the rapidly-changing world of  technology, not at all a surprise to those 

who knew her and her love of computers and any type of any-

thing new.  

 

In her most recent position as Director of Technology Integra-

tion and Instructional Innovation, she spearheaded Ramona’s 

Maker Space observing, “I think of this program as ‘trans-

curricular’ since the concepts and skills learned move across and 

beyond traditional curricular methods.”  This statement not only 

describes the program but Sr. Margaret herself as she was    

always seeking something different to share with both the    

students and faculty.  As an educator, she was able to bring 

whatever she taught to life.  Her brilliant mind had an insatiable 

curiosity to learn almost everything.  Truly, the Ramona of today 

is largely of her making! 

 

She received the Durocher Award twice: from Ramona Convent in 2001, and later from Holy Names High School in 

2014.  She loved to travel, camp, explore our earth and revel in the stars and planets.  Her sense of adventure, play, 

and delightful spirit was contagious.  Within her religious community, she served on countless committees both at 

the provincial and congregational levels. She will 

be remembered very affectionately by the Sisters 

of the Holy Names, their Associates, her many 

colleagues and students both past and present, 

and, most especially, her large and loving family. 
 

 

Editor’s note: I was fortunate to be part of the       

Chem-Physics classes of the early 1970’s and have   

Sr. Margaret as my teacher.  Later, as my colleague at 

Ramona, her support of our Alumnae program, gener-

osity of spirit, and plain old common sense and     

practicality were help beyond measure to me. God 

bless you Sr. Margaret, and thank you for everything! 
 

     Julie Huntley ‘72 

 

 

In Loving Memory of… 
 

Sister Margaret Spiller, SNJM ‘61 
1943 - 2016 

 

50th High School Reunion - 2011 

 

Groundbreaking for new Administration Building - 1988 

 

With former students at Alumnae Weekend 2015  

 

 



  

This school year, a new spin on an old Ramona tradition was born  

-- the New Alumnae Induction Luncheon. Hosted by our      

Alumnae Advisory Board, the program began with a talk by Lisa 

Boore Lambert ‘82 about her experiences at Ramona and how,  

although she was resistant at first about attending an all-girls’ 

school, grew to love Ramona and has continued to stay involved 

over the years. At the end of the meal, the seniors were each called 

by name and came forward to sign their names in the alumnae 

roster.  They received their alumnae pin (each senior was “pinned” 

by an alumna), a Ramona pennant, and an Alumnae Association 

membership card. The senior class president, Cecilia Nunez, moved 

the Class of 2016’s banner to join the banners of those alumnae 

present at the luncheon symbolizing their advancement to our  

sisterhood of alumnae. Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93, then spoke to the 

seniors about what being a Ramona alumna means, how important 

they are and will continue to be to us, presenting them with a call 

to action to stay involved and connected. The luncheon closed with 

the singing of the Alma Mater...of course! 

A Welcome Luncheon  
for Our Newest Alumnae 

Ileana Vasquez Alissa Barrera 

Alumnae speakers Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82 and 

Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93 with Julie Huntley ‘72 

Vanessa Zamalloa receives her pennant  

from Amanda Argueta ‘11 

Yesenia Huerta signs alumnae roster 

Singing the Alma Mater are: Genevieve Cerda ‘01, Laura    

Wendel-Dumas ‘89, Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93, Lisa Boore     

Lambert ‘82, and Amanda Argueta ‘11 



 

  

Ramona Convent’s Historic Building 
A Collection of Interior and Exterior Photographs 

 

During the summer prior to the Whittier Narrows Earthquake of October 1, 1987,  

Ramona alumna Terri Cardinali ‘70, took photos of the interior and exterior of the building, 

including many of the attic where so many seniors had “snuck up” to write 

 their names for future generations of Ramona students and alumnae to see. 
 

In honor of Ramona’s 125th Anniversary, these photos have been converted to a 

 17 minute-long DVD with a musical background which is available for purchase for $30.00. 
 

If you would like to purchase a DVD, please contact Julie Huntley ‘72,  

 at jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org or (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 
 

Enjoy reminiscing, or perhaps seeing for the first time, the building that embodied the artistry, 

 craftsmanship, and elegance of the era in which it was built. This building was home                                                      

and alma mater to generations of Ramona Convent alumnae. 

This year Ramona President, Sister Kathleen 

Callaway, is continuing her out-of-state visits 

with our alumnae. On Saturday, February 27, 

2016,  Arizona  alumnae met at the home of 

Karen Burke Brown ‘78.  
 

l-r: Lora Liverani Medina ‘93, Patricia Becerra 

Gast ‘76, Ruth Moore Wilson ‘61, Karen Burke 

Brown ‘78, and Sr. Kathleen Callaway 

On Saturday, February 20, 2016, Ramona Convent alumnae gathered at Il 

Fornaio Restaurant in Irvine.  After a pleasant lunch and presentations by 

Sister Kathleen and Julie Huntley ’72, the attendees shared their favorite 

memories of Ramona. We would like to thank Joanne Tunney Hawkins ‘49 

and Anita Kuerbis Parker ‘49 for organizing this reunion. 
 

Front l-r: Margaret Hoban Prendiville ‘48, Suzanne Reedy Russell ‘47, Sr. Juliana 

Lucey ‘43, Nancy Miller Hoffman ‘49, Jo Ann Casalicchio Little ‘49, Joan Phillips 

Scarantino ‘49 

2nd row seated l-r: Cecilia Robinson Matthews ‘48, Laura Whitener Borda ‘81,     

Sr. Kathleen Callaway, Anita Kuerbis Parker ‘49, Joanne Tunney Hawkins’49 

Back l-r: Kathy Hawkins Berger ‘73, Cathleen Schneider Fullerton ‘73, Elizabeth 

Parker Gex ‘73, Mercy Martinez ‘72, Peggy Foran Senneff ‘72, Julie Huntley ‘72, 

Maureen Azeltine Cotton ‘64, Betty Lemire Houston ‘62, Patricia Kelly ‘61 

Not pictured: Fame Rybicki ‘38 (RIP), Joan Rybicki Steen ‘64, and Margaret 

Mooney Whalen ‘40 

Arizona Reception Orange County Luncheon 



 

      

 

 A Note from the Editor 
 

I’ve enjoyed filling the pages of this issue with all the great things 

that are going on at Ramona, both in the school and with our 

alumnae. Alumnae Weekend was a big success and all of us are   

looking forward to the next Pub Night!  We know that women 

generally have so little time for themselves that any event that 

doesn’t require a lot of time and money is appealing. That’s our 

goal...to create events that work for you.  
 

The Alumnae Advisory Board has worked hard this year to bring 

enjoyable, quality events to you and our students. After the New Alumnae Induction    

Ceremony, one of the seniors shared with me that she realized that even after she gradu-

ates, she will still be part of the Ramona family. You can see from the articles on the  

Alumnae pages in this issue that our alumnae community is vibrant, committed to each 

other and the school. I’m looking forward to what next year will bring! 

 

       Warm regards, 

       Julie C. Huntley ‘72 

       Director of Alumnae Relations 

PUB Night - for alumnae and friends 
 

With an alumnae network spanning many regions, Pub 

Night is a chance for Ramona alumnae and friends to   

connect with each other. Events are held on the same date 

and time at various locations so alumnae everywhere can 

get together over a beverage and a bite to eat.  There is no 

fee to participate, just the cost of your Happy Hour bill. 
 

We held our well-received kick off event at Lucky Baldwin’s 

in Old Town Pasadena and Espiau’s Cantina in Claremont. 

Pub Night will be held quarterly and we are looking      

forward to expanding to other areas. 
 

Any alumnae interested in being a Pub Night Host can contact Julie 

Huntley ‘72 at (626) 282-4151 x135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org. 

Just identify a location where you’d like to meet with friends on the next 

scheduled date, and we’ll provide you with publicity materials. Help 

spread the word and be present at your chosen location for the 

event...it’s that easy! 
 

The next Pub Night date will be announced through  

email and social media. 

 

 

Pasadena Pub Night 

Marie Yeseta ‘05,  Julie Huntley ‘72, and  

Danielle Cendejas ‘00 at Alumnae Weekend 

 

Pasadena Pub Night 

 



 

 

Ramona’s second Alumnae Weekend was very successful! Many classes used it to celebrate significant reunions               

and other alums just stopped by to say hi and enjoy themselves. Enjoy these pictures of the festivities! 

 



 

      

 

 

I would like to thank all of the women who helped to make Alumnae Weekend 

a success: the alumnae who spent hours organizing their reunions, Danielle 

Cendejas ‘00 who organized Happy Hour for the second year, Marie Yeseta 

‘05 and Andrea Gochi ‘10 who organized the Family Picnic, and the members 

of the Alumnae Advisory Board who worked the events, Sally McEachen ‘62, 

Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82, Roseanna Garcia ‘83 and Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93.  



 

  

 

Members of the Class of 1966 enjoyed various school-

sponsored events during the 2
nd

 Annual Homecoming 

Weekend.  34 class members, from as far away as 

Washington and Florida, gathered Saturday night for 

a class-sponsored evening of food, pictures and remi-

niscing.  (Can you believe the  Kenny Loggins was in 

our senior play?) Our weekend culminated with 25 

attending the Homecoming Mass and Luncheon at 

Ramona.  This weekend ended far too soon, but with 

promises of regional get-togethers.  
 

         Adina Roe Roberts ‘66 

 

Nine members of the Class of 1956 gathered at 

Homecoming 2016 to celebrate sixty years and renew 

old friendships. Following the luncheon, Georgia Ellis 

Christian hosted a quiet reception for her classmates 

in the Faculty Dining Room.  Not able to attend the 

luncheon, but present at Ramona’s Happy Hour event, 

was Lorraine LaLonde Mairs and her husband, William. 

 

On Friday, December 11, 2015, 24 members of the 

Class of 1995 returned to Ramona to celebrate their 

20th reunion. To bring themselves up-to-date on 

the last twenty years, everyone shared their post-

Ramona lives and got to know each other again.  

The evening continued with lots of reminiscing and 

laughter as everyone shared stories of their high 

school days at Ramona. 
 



 

      

 

 

 

Class reunions are as diverse as the classes themselves!  Typically they are held in 

late summer or early spring. Many classes celebrate at a private home or local     

restaurant the weekend of Ramona's annual Alumnae Weekend celebration which 

is held the first weekend in March. Recently, many classes have been holding mini-

reunions, which tend to be more impromptu and less formal. Whatever your class 

chooses to do, it's a good way to reconnect with former classmates! 

  

If you need to stick to a budget or just want to take a walk down memory lane,   

consider having your reunion here on campus. The Holy Family Room or Pavilion/Fountain area can accommodate different size  

gatherings and you will not have the time constraints or expense that renting a banquet room does. Some classes have celebrated by 

having a family picnic in Rose Heath. It all adds up to more time to spend with old friends. 

  

We want to support you in any way we can; however, organizing your reunion is the responsibility of the class. The Alumnae Office 

provides information, answers questions, makes caterer recommendations, and can connect you with other alumnae who have      

recently organized their own  reunions. 

  

This is how we can help your reunion be a successful one: 

 Provide the class list for your invitation mailing. 

 Advertise the date in Ramona Magazine, the alumnae e-newsletter, and on our website. 

 If you are having it here on campus, we will do the room set-up and arrange for access to the campus. 

 

For more information, please contact:   

            Julie Huntley '72 

Director of Alumnae Relations 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 

 

The idea of having a 20
th

 reunion started as a joke on 

Facebook, and somehow a few weeks later became a 

small committee of four. Thus, on Saturday April 9
th

, 41 of 

101 graduates from the class of 1996 reunited 20 years 

later for an evening of laughter, tears, stories, and new 

memories.  United as Tigers, we opened with prayer and 

a Litany of Remembrance for our classmate Elaine Roa 

and Ramona faculty who have passed. Although in the 

last 20 years many of us have walked different paths, we 

have all succeeded in our own ways to be women of faith, 

touching lives everywhere. We are bonded for life. 
 

              Lisa Guerrero ‘96 

 



 

 

Claudia Hohn ‘66 is a practicing dentist in Tampa, Florida. She has a 31 year old son 

who is also a dentist. She works five days a week and in her spare time she raises Arabian 

horses and shows them in the Florida area. 
 

Kathleen White Morris ‘66 has been an ordained Methodist minister since 1994. She is 

married to Reverend George Morris. They have 13 grandchildren. 
 

Lorraine Wilcox Owensby ‘68 has retired and moved to Arizona. Her part-time job will 

be as a “nanny” for her great grandson. 
 

Alicia Valenciana Flores ‘76 has been a teacher for LAUSD for 27 years. 
 

Rebecca Esparza Montoya ‘76 has been married 32 years to Matthew Montoya. Since 

1988 they have lived in Moreno Valley and have two children and two grandchildren. She 

has been a Veterinary Tech since 1980. 
 

Cindy Montanez ‘92 is the new CEO of TreePeople, a California-based nonprofit and 
environmental advocacy group that promotes sustainable urban ecosystems.  
 

Pauline Velasco ‘05 will be receiving her M.D. from Meharry College in Nashville,      

Tennessee in May. She will be working as an Emergency Room Physician.  
 

Genesis Contreras ‘10 received her M.A. in Communication and Marketing Management  

from USC. She is a media consultant for the Los Angeles Times. 
 

Shanise Trejo ‘11 has been deployed to Kuwait with the Air Force for six months. 
 

Celina Valencia ‘11 played division 1 soccer at UC Riverside and was recognized as Fe-

male Athlete of the Year in 2014. She graduated in June 2015 with a B.A. in Environmen-

tal Sciences, received a TESOL teaching credential, and then travelled to Spain to try out 

for the Spanish soccer leagues.  She won a position in Segunda Division and was rostered 

to a team named Dinamo Guadalajara.  She competed in her first professional match on 

April 3, 2016 which her team won. 

Pattie Soltero ‘83 to David Sanchez 

Jacynda, daughter of Mauricio and Geraldine Contreras-Jaimerena ’02  
 

Miguel Antonio, son of Shaun and Evelia Chacon Ferreira ‘04 

 

 

Shanise Trejo ‘11 in Kuwait 

Celina Valenzuela ‘11 playing soccer for Spain 

When Ramona faculty member, Laura          

Wendel-Dumas ’89  attended the Learning     

and the Brain Conference in San Francisco in 

February, she  gathered this group 

 of alumnae together for a dinner. 

 

l-r: Anna Keledei '15, Sierra Gruca '14, Annelise     

Hagar '10,  Laura Wendel-Dumas ‘89, Amanda 

Gomez '04, Jackie Gomez '15, Jessica Nunez '15, 

and Renata Becerra '15 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem


 

 

Euphemia Ratkowski Rybicki ‘38, mother of Janet Rybicki Hennis ‘62 

(RIP), Joan Rybicki Steen ‘64, and Joyce Rybicki pp ‘68 (RIP) 

Lillian Gowan Pagliuca ‘40 

Bernadine Ibbetson Schrank ‘48, sister of Alma Ibbetson Gilbert ‘45 

Agnes Clay Murphy ‘48 

Judith Mackenzie Roberts ‘51 

Shirley George O’Brien ‘52 

Marlene Borngesser Walker ‘55 

Katherine Kewell Johnson ’59, mother of Jennifer Passerello pp ‘81 

Judith Derus Thompson ‘59, sister of Nancy Derus Howard ‘62 

Sister Margaret Spiller, SNJM ’61, sister of Mary Anne Spiller Barnheiser 

’65; aunt of Katherine Stout Streifel ’00 and Joanna Barnheiser ‘07 

Mary Jo Hankey Hamey ’66, sister of Susan Hankey ’61, Jane Hankey ’67, 

Lisa Hankey Rucker pp ’72; cousin of Mary Ann Willenborg Gruber  ‘67 

Janet Johnston Hurd ’68, sister of Nancy Johnston Greenburg ‘66 

 

 

Agnes Blaney Bachman, mother of Joanne Bachman Blankenship ’59,  

Janet Bachman Collins ’65, Julie Bachman Herrmann ’67, and Jennifer 

Bachman Washington ‘71 

Cornelia Bogden, grandmother-in-law of Lisa Boore Lambert ‘82 

Ellsworth “Bud” Brill, husband of Dorothy Gray Brill ‘56 

Frank Bryant, brother of Sr. Kathy Bryant, RSC ‘67 

Brian Butler, brother of Bridget Butler-Cioffi ’79 and Shannon Butler 

Brandner ‘87 

Carmela Colonna, mother of Anna Colonna Aguilar ’78, Mary Rose      

Colonna Caras ’80 and Elizabeth Colonna Noriega ‘82 

John J. Cremins, father of Maureen Cremins Incontro ‘77 

Frank Distaso, father of Rosemary Distaso Libbon ‘66 

Richard Duran, brother of Yvonne Duran Connell ‘69 

Eleanor Galvan, mother of Mary Galvan ’79 and Patricia Galvan ’83; aunt 

of Denise Melendez Killpack ’74, Mary Helen Melendez ’79 (RIP) and  

Charlotte Melendez-Luna ’81; great aunt of Danielle Luna pp ‘05 

Michael Hanrahan, brother of Sr. Elise Hanrahan, SNJM ‘53 

Samuel Robert Houston, brother-in-law of Betty Lemire Houston ’62  

and Jeanne Alcorn Houston ‘69 

Kyle Koestner, father of Colleen Koestner ’07 and Caitlin Koestner ‘08 

Tim O’Brien, husband of Ildiko Takach O’Brien ‘76 

Irma Pastor, mother of JoAnn Vega Vorndran ‘78 

Antoinette Rando, mother of Mary Ann Rando Tretter ’70 and Geralyn 

Rando Moloian ‘74 

Hilda Salazar, mother of Hilda Salazar Sellers ‘71 

Lydia Vargas, mother of Connie Vargas Meyers ’61, Barbara Vargas ’65, 

Eleanor Vargas Page ’67; aunt of Irene Heredia Duran ’61 and Sylvia Rueda 

Lopez ‘72 



Baccalaureate Mass 

Friday, May 27, 2016 
 

Commencement Ceremonies 

Saturday, May 28, 2016 
 

First Day of School 

August 15, 2016 
 

Legacy Luncheon 

August 19, 2016 
 

Class of 1991 Reunion 

August 21, 2016 
 

Alumnae and Friends Retreat 

September 24, 2016 
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