


 
 
 

 
President 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

Callaway@ramonaconvent.org 

 

Principal 

Mary E. Mansell 

mmansell@ramonaconvent.org 

 

Director of Alumnae Relations/Editor 

Julie C. Huntley ‘72 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Photo: Drama students rehearse for their      

performance at Arts Night. 

Photo by: Veronica Bacio Fernandez ‘00 

 

Photos:  

Judy Alvarez 

Terri Cardinali ‘70 

Veronica Bacio Fernandez ‘00 

Julie C. Huntley ‘72 

Mary E. Mansell 

 

Student photographers:  

Kathleen Ngo '18 

Lydia Nunez '19 

Andrea Magallon '18 

Olivia Mlodinow '18 

Izel Varela '19 

Elizabeth Velez '19 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

        

 MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

 

 

Ramona Convent, a welcoming and inclusive Catholic  

college-preparatory high school sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names  

of Jesus and Mary, graduates young women characterized by  

academic excellence and spiritual depth, open to the wisdom of  

other cultures and prepared to lead and serve  

in an evolving interdependent world. 

 
 

A Ramona Graduate is…… 
 

1. A woman of faith who lives out her own spirituality while respecting other    

beliefs, demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic faith through prayer, 

service, and social action, and applies moral and ethical values to her daily life. 

2. A woman who is integrating all facets of herself:  spiritual, physical, emotional, 

intellectual, artistic, and social. 

3. A critical thinker who can organize, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize ideas   

and information to develop solutions. 

4. A communicator who effectively and reflectively reads, writes, listens, speaks, 

and collaborates with others. 

5. A transformative leader who nurtures the gifts of others, initiates new ideas, 

resolves conflicts constructively, and works collaboratively to achieve goals. 

 

 

 
SNJM  

CORE VALUES 
   

 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

is published twice a year by 

Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

Alhambra, California 91803 

(626) 282-4151 

(626) 281-0797 (fax) 

www.ramonaconvent.org 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 

we have eliminated the multiple copies of    

mailed to each household. Please 

contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151   

ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra copy 

or if you would prefer to receive your copy   

electronically.  

 

Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 

most accurate and up-to-date information in all 

of our publications. However, unintentional errors 

may appear. As a result, we ask you to contact 

the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  

the event that there are any factual errors. We will 

correct these errors in the next publication. We 

appreciate the interests and concerns of our 

readers and welcome any assistance toward 

achieving our goals. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

In recent weeks several things have converged and caused us to examine 

closely what we are about at Ramona, how we are impacting the lives of our 

students, and how our total school community is keeping alive the charism 

and mission of Blessed Marie-Rose.  Though these events are part of the    

regular fabric of our school year, they provide us with a wonderful opportunity 

to pause and reflect. 
 

While the actual accreditation visit from WCEA/WASC only takes place every 

five years, each year schools are required to file an updated report indicating 

progress made on their action plans.  Looking over developments at Ramona 

since the last visit in 2014, there is much to be proud of, from facilities projects 

like the gym air-conditioning and new floor and the MakerDen to our addi-

tions to the curriculum, such as the AP Capstone program, AP Environmental 

Science, Statistics, and Engineering. Enrollment has increased as a result of new marketing 

and PR efforts, as has financial support from our alumnae and other constituent groups. 
 

Again, a regular part of our accountability to the Department of Catholic Schools is our 

annual “Catholic Identity Report,” wherein we respond to a number of standards indicative 

of our status as a Catholic School. At regular intervals, this year being one of them, we 

have an in-person visit.  Needless to say, we passed “with flying colors.” This report is also 

related to our annual visit from the Sisters on the Member Board wherein we relate all 

that is being done to keep alive the SNJM Core Values and Corporate Stands.  One has 

only to examine our daily routines, our curriculum, and the girls’ service and justice activi-

ties to know that Ramona is truly Catholic and an SNJM School.  This is due in no small 

measure to the commitment of our dedicated ministry partners on the faculty and staff. 
 

In March, Mary Mansell and I attended our annual Network of Schools meeting where   

we had the wonderful opportunity to share and collaborate with our peers from the    

other six SNJM high schools in the United States and Manitoba on a variety of issues from 

curriculum, to student support programs, to finances, and more.  Again, we are all     

working together to ensure a viable future for our schools which includes Board        

Members, faculty and staff, and students imbued with our charism and a commitment     

to carry on our mission. 
 

You may be surprised to know that while Ramona is 128 years old, we are the 

“youngest” of our schools – all carrying on the legacy of Blessed Marie-Rose.  For 

those of us in California, this is a year of double celebrations – 175 years of our SNJM 

Community and 150 years in California! I hope you will join us for one or more of the   

celebratory events spoken about later in this issue. 
 

Wishing you the peace, hope, and joy of our Risen Savior during this Easter Season! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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Dear Ramona Family, 

Recently, a group of educators from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles visited 

campus to learn about our Theology curriculum and Campus Ministry pro-

grams. After spending a morning in conversation with Theology teachers and 

students, the team praised our teachers’ dedication and knowledge and our 

students’ depth, eloquence, and commitment to service. Most significantly, 

they concluded that our students learn even more than high personal 

standards and academic excellence during their four years at Ramona. 

They said, “Ramona students develop empathy.”   

 

Mother Marie-Rose Durocher, the foundress of the Sisters of the Holy 

Names of Jesus and Mary, called us to “listen with the ear of the heart.” 

Isn’t that a perfect definition of empathy?  

 

Learning to listen with the ear of the heart takes time. It takes exemplary role 

models, thoughtful programming, heart-opening experiences, practice, focus, prayer, and 

inner peace—all part of a Ramona education.   

 

We guide our young women to develop their full potential through high personal and  

academic standards, so they can become active citizens and world leaders who engage in 

meaningful service in solidarity with others.  

 

In this issue of Ramona Magazine we invite you to read about some of the ways we 

cultivate empathy in our students. We highlight several long-serving teachers, Ms. Deb 

Drury, Mr. David Gray, Ms. Margot Melieste, and Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM, who  

have modeled dedication and empathy for students every day throughout their careers.  

We also share what it means to be a lead school in the Harvard University Graduate  

School of Education #CommonGood initiative, a national campaign to mobilize middle 

and high schools to prepare young  people to be constructive community members and 

citizens who create a better world. Finally, you can learn about some ways the co-curricular 

experiences our alumnae and students have opened their ears, eyes, and hearts to the 

needs of others.  

 

As always, I invite you to stop by campus for a visit—we’d love to see you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 
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We hate to say goodbye to beloved members of our Ramona community. But there reaches a point in life where                                  

each one of us is ready for the next adventure.  Farewell Margot and Deb, our deepest thanks and love go with you!  

MARGOT MELIESTE, a veteran teacher who has logged in 

54 years of teaching, all but ten of those years at Ramona,    

is retiring at the end of this school year. Ms. Melieste is a 

woman of vast intelligence, deep, lasting knowledge (she 

never forgets anything), and a lively sense of humor; she has 

also been my good friend for the past 48 years (since we 

both taught seventh grade at St. Stephen School in Monterey 

Park) and one of the finest educators ever. 
 

Margot Melieste has taught literature (and writing)           

representative of almost every corner of the world, from  

Britain to Asia to South America as well as a bit of the United 

States.  Ramona students from the past four decades learned 

how and why to dissect a poem, a play, a novel and how to 

present their knowledge to their classmates with organiza-

tion, clarity, and confidence.  As they completed her lessons 

and assignments, they appreciated her calm enthusiasm and 

genuine concern. Eventually, they loved and anticipated the 

vocabulary word of the day, the daily Wordy Gurdy, and  

their weekly journal  assignments.  When asked about Ms. 

Melieste, current Ramona students said, “Ms. Melieste is a 

lifelong learner and a great storyteller; she is funny, reasona-

ble, patient, memorable, interesting, cheery, youthful, fun, 

caring, inspirational, and supportive.”  One student said,  “I 

will  be forever grateful that I was fortunate enough to have 

Ms. Melieste as my English teacher before she retired from 

Ramona.” 
 

One of her former students recalls that Ms. Melieste always 

attended the school play previews on Thursday afternoons – 

those dress rehearsals became known as the “Ms. Melieste 

Invitational Performances.”  Another former student, now an 

English teacher herself, says, “Ms. Melieste is a thoughtful, 

caring individual who never forgets an occasion.” 
   

Some of Ms. Melieste’s colleagues offered comments as well.  

Michael Bradley, a former Ramona teacher, says, “Margot’s 

command of the English language is exquisite. Not another 

soul in my ken speaks or writes with greater precision,      

aptness, and clarity than she: a woman supremely worth    

listening to. Throughout more than forty years I have  

learned that the graceful refinement of her expression      

reflects the same of her mind and heart. Margot has been 

and remains a valued mentor and my dear friend.”   
 

Janine Bonn, former Ramona counselor, adds, “Margot has a 

phenomenal memory and a strong work ethic.  Her former 

students are always surprised and delighted to discover that 

they are among the best writers in their college classes. It 

sounds simple to say Margot is a really good teacher, but 

really good teachers who also care deeply about their      

students and their colleagues are not that easy to find.  She’s 

the real deal, and Ramona students have been lucky to have 

her all these years.” 
 

Through the years, through various principals, rotating     

faculty members, and thousands of students, Margot       

Melieste has remained a brilliant, stalwart, solid, supportive, 

intuitive, common-sensical, influential member of Ramona’s 

community -- we will all miss her. 
 

    Contributed by Mary Anne Barnheiser ‘65 

 

 
 

Editor’s Note: Ms. Melieste would love to hear from her former 

students! You can send a note to her here at Ramona or email her 

at mmelieste@ramonaconvent.org 



  

 

We hate to say goodbye to beloved members of our Ramona community. But there reaches a point in life where                                  

each one of us is ready for the next adventure.  Farewell Margot and Deb, our deepest thanks and love go with you!  

Deb and Sadie 

humble, and motivational woman. She is an encyclopedia of 

knowledge and over the last several months has shared her 

plethora of knowledge with me. She has been a great mentor  

and has made a great impact here on the campus. I wish her 

the very best on her retirement, but she knows I'll have her 

on speed dial!” 
 

When asked her thoughts about retiring from Ramona,  Deb 

wrote,  
 

”Retire or retirement is defined as : “withdrawing; pulling 

back; leaving one’s career or occupation permanently.”       

I prefer the definition for graduation: “the act of finishing   

a degree or completion of a course of study.”  I find this to 

be a better description of my feelings about my time at 

Ramona. “Finishing” gives me a sense of  completion, is a 

positive emotion, and invokes the act of moving forward 

toward the future. I am not sure what the next level will 

entail but I take with me the many varied experiences,   

thousands of happy memories, and the knowledge that       

I gave 100%. However, at the end of the day, the       

friendships are the best keepsakes of them all.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: Any piece on Deb wouldn’t be complete with    

mentioning her dogs who were very much a part of daily life at 

Ramona. Molly was a laid back, dignified lady who died in 2010. 

Sadie, a rambunctious stray found on the hill by the soccer field in 

2011, was perhaps sent by God to be Deb’s new canine friend! 

DEB DRURY came to California from Massa-

chusetts to be a tennis umpire in the 1984 

Summer Olympics and never went home. In 

fact, she did return to the East Coast briefly, but 

a phone call from Sr. Annunciata (Pat Bussman) 

in 1985 brought her to Ramona to teach Frosh 

PE/Health. She accepted the position of Athletic 

Director for the 1986-1987 school year.  Deb 

coached for eleven years and, she proudly  

adds, Ramona was Horizon League Champions 

all of those eleven years. As scores of Ramona 

alumnae athletes will tell you, Ms. Drury culti-

vated their love of sports as she added more 

programs to increase student interest and    

participation. These included Varsity Soccer, 

Varsity and JV  Cross Country, and Varsity Track 

& Field. She also coached JV Basketball for 

eight years, Varsity Cross Country until 2001, 

and Swim for eighteen years.  
 

In 1994, she was the recipient of the Governor’s Council on  

Physical Fitness Achievement Award for outstanding leader-

ship and curriculum development in educating California 

youth in fitness and health.  In 2005, she received the CYO 

Hall of Fame Volunteer Award for outstanding dedication, 

values, and sportsmanship in CYO Athletics. Ms. Drury’s   

vision was instrumental in the opening of Ramona’s Fitness 

Center in 2015. 
 

Ms. Drury observes that high school athletic curriculum has 

evolved based on the changing needs and focus in today’s 

society and that a distinct shift has occurred towards more 

personal, individual-based physical fitness programs.  Under 

her direction, Ramona is providing an exciting option in the 

P.E. classes called “Fitness for Life,” an integrated curriculum 

that combines life-long activities, health choices, and sports 

into one year-long course.  Our students learn the tools and 

skills needed to remain healthy and fit over their lifetime.  
 

Being a fourteen year breast cancer survivor fuels her drive 

every October to raise money for the “early detection saves 

lives” crusade as well as making her students aware of their 

own potential risks. The dollars that are raised through her 

campus fundraiser are donated to the Huntington Breast 

Cancer Center in Pasadena in order to keep the money local 

but also to help underprivileged women obtain mammo-

grams, a concern that, as an Associate of the Sisters of the 

Holy Names, is near and dear to her heart.  

 

Ramona’s new Athletic Director, Rebecca Lamas ‘06 has 

worked closely with Deb this year. "Deb is an inspiring,   

Deb & Molly 

Deb & Sadie 

 



  

AS A COMMUNICATIONS MAJOR, it was not David 

Gray’s original intention to become a teacher but he   

noticed that several of his friends’ parents who were 

teachers really seemed to really like their jobs. He       

obtained the necessary credentials and taught in        

Connecticut for a year. 

 

He moved to California and gave himself one year to see 

if it would work, answered an ad placed in the LA Times 

by Ramona, and was interviewed by Kathleen Pillon and 

Sr. Margaret Spiller.  “Can you teach AP Government?” 

“Sure.” It was his first and only job interview in California. 

That was 1990. 
 

This year David teaches Global Studies, AP Government 

and Politics, American Government, and Economics. All 

are subjects he enjoys teaching because they are topical 

and always new. 
 

When asked why he has stayed at Ramona for so long, 

his sincere answer gives insight into his longevity.  

“Ramona is a nice place to work and the teachers have 

autonomy (within reason). The faculty are dedicated and 

want to do a good job for the students.” He adds 

“Ramona’s environment allows the students to            

concentrate on learning.” As a result, David has high   

expectations for his students. 
 

As a year-end senior Economics assignment, David’s   

students have an “On Your Own” project, the purpose of 

which is to provide the students with a realistic idea of 

what it would be like to live on their own without paren-

tal support. The girls research all of their living expenses: 

finding a job, paying for health insurance, car insurance, 

rent, utilities and other living expenditures. To put it 

simply, does their income cover all their expenses? It’s 

quite an eye opener! They also discuss obtaining bank 

accounts, credit cards, understanding credit and the 

stock market. This is practical, real life economics that 

provide life skills. 
 

Just recently, an alumna, Monica Solorzano ’98, reached 

out to David who had been her AP Government teacher.  
 

      “I just wanted to let you know that the love of      

government and social studies that you imparted    

to me back in my Ramona years left a lifelong       

imprint. Thank you for all that you do, and I hope 

“Teaching is a people-managing job. You 

have to motivate, problem solve, and think 

on your feet or you lose your audience.  

Either you have a feel for it or you don’t.” 
 

                                             ~David Gray 

that this somewhat random, albeit grateful, message 

from a former student provides a small glimpse into 

the positive effect you have on your students.”  
 

Monica received her B.A. in History at Princeton, with   

minors in American Studies and European Cultural Studies 

and her M.A. at Columbia University Teachers College, in 

History of Education.  
 

When alumnae share their post-Ramona stories with him 

and tie their experiences in with something they learned 

in class, he says it makes him feel good. “Someone        

listened, learned, and now appreciates it.” His favorite 

thing to say to alumnae is “Are you a productive member 

of society or a drain on my taxes?” So far no one has said 

they are a drain on his taxes. 



 RAMONA AMONG NATION’S FIRST SCHOOLS TO JOIN  

HARVARD’S MAKING CARING COMMON PROJECT  
 

Ramona Convent is among the nation’s first schools to join a new national campaign to mobilize middle and high 

schools to prepare young people to be constructive community members and citizens who create a better world. Led by 

Harvard’s Making Caring Common project, the Caring Schools #CommonGood campaign aims to motivate schools to 

take action to help mend our country’s fractures and strengthen democracy. 
 

“Respect, caring, and compassion are the heart of a Ramona education,” says Principal Mary E. Mansell.     

“We are proud to collaborate with Harvard on a national effort to enhance students’ well-being and their 

commitment to their communities.”  

The campaign seeks to advance the following specific goals by working with schools nationwide: 

 Deepen students’ care for others and their communities; 

 Increase equity and access for all students in the college admissions process; and 

 Reduce excessive achievement pressure in communities where it is detrimental to students. 

 

These goals align with and build on Making Caring Common’s successful Turning the Tide initiative that has engaged 

more than 175 college admissions offices nationwide. 

 

“Our country is at a crossroads,” said Dr. Richard Weissbourd, Senior Lecturer at the Harvard Graduate School of          

Education and Faculty Director of the Making Caring Common project. “We need to mobilize the great strengths of 

Americans to prepare young people to build strong, inclusive communities and to protect democracy. This work has   

perhaps never been more important.” 

 

To join the campaign, schools commit to taking substantial, meaningful action to advance one or more of the            

campaign’s goals and to engage in a self-assessment or evaluation process to measure the impact of their action(s). 

Schools that commit to, implement, and evaluate the impact of their efforts will earn a special designation from        

Making Caring Common.  

 

Ramona Convent is one of more than 135 schools that joined the campaign as “early leaders” who helped to inform, 

shape, and build momentum for the campaign. 

 

As part of the launch, Ramona Convent has joined other early leaders on Facebook and Twitter using the Caring Schools 

#CommonGood hashtag to express support for the campaign, publicly commit to a chosen action(s), and  encourage 

schools nationwide to join the effort.  

 

 

 
 

About Making Caring Common 

Making Caring Common (MCC), a project of the        

Harvard Graduate School of Education, helps      

educators, parents, and communities raise         

children who are caring, responsible to their    

communities, and committed to justice.  
 

Web: www.makingcaringcommon.org 

Facebook: Making Caring Common  

Twitter: @MCCHarvardEd 

  

https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/high-school-campaign
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/collegeadmissions
http://www.makingcaringcommon.org
https://www.facebook.com/makingcaringcommon/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/MCCHarvardEd




Learning empathy through service in solidarity 

and sisterhood with others, Ramona students 

actively engage in their school and the world 

around them. While the entire school communi-

ty, including teachers, volunteered at the LA 

Food Bank and Habitat for Humanity on         

Service Thursday, students also give to others 

throughout the year in meaningful, long-term 

projects. 

 

 

1. Trained Link Team Leaders welcome new 

       students with smiles and helpful mentoring. 
 

2. Book Buddies read to children from nearby 

Marguerita Elementary School. 

 

3. In the MakerDen, students make souvenirs  

to commemorate 150 years of service of the  

Sisters of the Holy Names in California.   

 

4. Abigail Ocampo ’20 converses with 

      Holocaust survivor Roman Ward during the 

      sophomore Theology students’ trip to the  

      Museum of Tolerance.  

 

5. Seniors hone their painting skills, putting  

      finishing touches on a Habitat for Humanity  

       project in Pasadena. 

 

6. Sophomores prepare and serve scones,  

      sandwiches, and piping hot Earl Grey tea to 

      the seniors and their moms at the annual 

      Mother-Daughter  Tea.  
 

7. Student and parent volunteers dig in on a 

      sunny Saturday morning, planting lemon  

      trees and lantana in front of the library. 
 

8. On Service Thursday, Juniors lend a hand 

      at the LA Food Bank. Working through the 

      morning, this group prepared almost 2,000  

      food kits for needy senior citizens.  

   

“Since we walk along the           

same path, let us lend a              

hand to one another.” 
 

           ~Mother Marie-Rose Durocher 



Where did you go to college? What degree/field of study? 
 

Elizabeth I attended Pitzer College in Claremont and double- 

  majored in International/Intercultural Studies and Studio Art. 
 

Mary    I attended UC Irvine and have a B.A. in International Studies. 

 

What do you currently do for a living? 
 

Elizabeth I am currently a 6th grade history teacher at a charter school 

  in Los Angeles. 
 

Mary  I work on the International Franchise Development Team for

  Dine Brands Global, the parent company for IHOP and         

  Applebee’s. 

 

What made you decide to collaborate on this project? 
 

Elizabeth Mary told me about Philanthropy Day at her organization, which allows the        

  employees to take a day off to volunteer or do a service project in the community. 

  I am always looking for opportunities to have my students meet people in the  

  workplace, and so I thought it would be nice to invite Mary and her co-workers to 

  come to my school. We also had just started working with a non-profit called Love 

  in the Mirror, which is based out of Long Beach and is committed to having youth  

  volunteer with the homeless. We decided to have Mary's co-workers fundraise to  

  purchase materials for care packages for the homeless, and then have students at 

  my school put them together.   
 

Mary  For Philanthropy Day, I knew that I wanted to do a project with my   

  co-workers and get as many people involved as possible, so I asked my sister if we 

  could do something with her students. It had been so long since  I worked on  

  something with my sister, so I was excited. We decided that we would make care  

  packages for the homeless with the students and my coworkers could give a short     

  presentation on the myths and faces of homelessness beforehand. Each package  

  would include a pair of socks, gloves or a beanie, hygiene products, and a candy  

  cane. As the final touch,  every care package would include a handwritten note of     

  kindness from a student. We made 300+ care packages the first year and           

  distributed them on Christmas Eve on Skid Row with the students. The next year  

  we made almost 400.  

 

TWINS ELIZABETH AND MARY BARTOLINI graduated from Ramona in 2008.  Although      

they have pursued different careers, they found a way to combine their professional resources 

for the benefit of the community and teach a valuable lesson about compassion to the students 

at the school where Elizabeth is an instructor. They are also organizing their 10th Reunion! 

 



Did Ramona provide an environment that encouraged service to  the 

community? 
 

Elizabeth Yes, Ramona definitely provided an environment that            

  encouraged service to the community. In our religion classes, 

  we were taught that social justice and the dignity of the human 

  being were very important. There were several clubs that we 

  joined, such as the National Honor Society, the Key Club and 

  even student council, that encouraged giving back to the     

  community.   
 

Mary  Yes! Not only did Ramona cultivate an environment of service,  

  it also educated us about the communities we served. My Social 

  Justice class taught me not to judge those that are less         

  fortunate than I am but to learn, understand, empathize with, 

  and be compassionate about their circumstances. I learned to 

  educate myself about what events led to these conditions so  

  that the root of the problem could be addressed.   

 

You are celebrating your 10 year reunion this year. What are your thoughts on Ramona’s    

impact on your post–high school years? 
 

Elizabeth Ramona prepared me academically, professionally, and socially for the world today. I feel like I 

  had the best teachers--they challenged me, taught me important reading, writing, and      

  analytical skills and made me feel cared for. Also, Ramona gave me several opportunities to 

  develop my professionalism and confidence, from the Debate team to volunteering at the   

  Mother-Daughter Tea and planning other school events. Most importantly, Ramona gave me 

  the opportunity to develop close relationships, problem-solve, and express myself in healthy 

  ways. I will never forget my time there and am so grateful to my parents for the opportunity 

  to attend.    
 

Mary  Ramona nurtured my leadership skills, curiosity to learn, desire to connect with people, and so 

  much more. I am so grateful for the resources the school provided: high quality curriculum, 

  teachers that challenged me, clubs that allowed me to work with students from other schools, 

  and assembly meetings with all kinds of guest speakers. Whenever I think of Ramona, I feel 

  happy and grateful.   

Excerpt from “Winter Act of Kindness” by Elizabeth Bartolini 
 

To bring the project full circle, we met up with students on Christmas Eve. Students and families assisted in making peanut butter 

and jelly sandwiches and sorting through clothes; then we packed it all up and headed to distribute the items on Skid Row.    

Before driving, students were told about the current conditions about Skid Row and discussed some things to keep in mind. 
 

After arriving, one 8th grade student felt extremely nervous and scared. She didn't realize that a place like this existed in Los  

Angeles. However, as we set up tables and people started to line up to receive the items, she became one of the leaders! She  

was outgoing and helpful, asking each person what he or she needed and then sending directions down the assembly line. It was  

an inspiring sight to see! 
 

After the event, some of the students said that they were most surprised to see children and families on Skid Row. Another    

student said that it made him feel really good to be able to help others over the holidays. All in all, it was a good opportunity     

to give back to the community and spend time with the students outside of the classroom, doing an act of kindness. 

Graduation Day 2008 



  

ON TUESDAY, MARCH 27, Senator Dr. Ed Hernandez, O.D.          

(D-West Covina) hosted the 2018 Women of Achievement and 

Emerging Leaders Award Ceremony which recognized women and 

emerging leaders in the San Gabriel Valley. These women come 

from various disciplines, backgrounds and ages, each with unique 

stories. What they all have in common is the profound difference 

they have made in our community.  Ramona’s President, Sister 

Kathleen Callaway, SNJM, was recognized as a 2018 Woman of 

Achievement in the field of Education. Upon receiving the award, 

Sister Kathleen told the audience “I am grateful and humbled to  

be recognized in this way. Our Mission at Ramona Convent to   

empower young women to become strong and confident members 

of society who will make a difference in the  world closely corre-

sponds to the purpose of this award. I would also like to thank the 

faculty and staff of Ramona who partner with me in our Mission.” 

 

As a Sister of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, Sister Kathleen 

has served Alhambra and San Gabriel as teacher, principal, and 

school president for more than 40 years. Sister Kathleen first came 

to Ramona in 1967. She taught 7
th

 grade and helped with the Boarding School until she became  

Principal of the grade school for the 1968-1969 school year. She was later appointed Dean of        

Students for the 1973-1974 school year. Moving to Northern California in 1978, she spent the next 

nine years at Holy Names High School in Oakland of which she is an alumna. The year 1987 saw her 

return to Southern California and become principal of St. Anthony School in San Gabriel. In 1995, she 

joined Ramona’s Board of Trustees and in the 

2000-2001 school year, she became the first   

President of Ramona. 

 

During her tenure as president, Sr. Kathleen has 

raised more than $9 million dollars in scholar-

ship assistance for Ramona families, making a 

high quality education possible for hundreds of       

students. She has helped build new state of  

the art science facilities on campus, including         

upgrading the internet infrastructure, the  

campus gym, and the Makerspace to provide 

opportunities for young women to change the 

world. Sister Kathleen has also generously  

assisted local elementary schools, collaborated 

with Alhambra Rotary, and provided opportuni-

ties for students to develop their leadership 

skills. 

Sr. Kathleen with the 1974-1975 Student Council 

 

http://sd22.senate.ca.gov/
http://sd22.senate.ca.gov/


  

THE SISTERS OF THE HOLY NAMES came into being when two women embarked on a journey, a true leap of faith, to 

answer God’s call to meet the needs of their time.  This journey in 19
th

 century Quebec from Beloeil to Longueil in the 

Province of Quebec on October 28, 1843 ended at the  “Foundation House,” where another woman opened to door to 

them.  The collaboration of Eulalie (Blessed Marie-Rose), Melodie (Sister Marie Agnes), and Henriette (Sister Marie   

Madeleine) began 175 years of SNJM community life and mission.   
 

Twenty-five years later a brave group of SNJM missionaries made another journey – this time from Hochelaga, Quebec 

to New York where they sailed on the Ocean Queen, to the Isthmus of Panama. They crossed the isthmus on a little train 

which allowed them time to see tropical fruits they had never seen before. On the west side they boarded the ship,  

Golden Age, and after another long trip entered San Francisco harbor on May 10, 1868.  They were met by the Sisters    

of Mercy who took them to St. Mary’s Hospital to rest from their trip before getting on anther ship to cross the bay to 

Oakland.  Before the group left for Oakland, the Sisters of Mercy served them strawberries – thus the origin of 

“Strawberry Day.”   
 

One hundred fifty years later, on May 10, 2018, we will launch a celebratory year – an opportunity to Remember…

Rejoice…Renew!   You are invited to join us for these celebrations which will take place in both Northern and Southern 

California. Please visit www.snjmCA150.org for more information or to RSVP to any of these events. 

 

  Thursday, May 10, 2018 – St. Theresa Event Center, Oakland 

 4:30-6:30 p.m. – Opening Celebration 

 Saturday, May 19, 2018 – St. Anthony Church, San Gabriel 

 2:00 p.m. Mass and Reception 

 Saturday, October 6, 2018 – Cathedral of Christ the Light, Oakland 

 3:30 p.m. Mass and Reception 

 Saturday, May 9, 2019 – St. Mary Church, Los Gatos 

 2:00 Mass and Reception 

 

 TICKETED EVENTS 

 Registration required at least 7 days prior to the event 

 Weekend Retreat – August 3-5 - Villa Maria De Mar, Santa Cruz 

 Fundraising Dinner – September 8, 2018 - Private home, Los Gatos 

 Fundraising Dinner – February 2, 2019 - St. Monica Grand Pavilion, Santa Monica 

 

We believe that the charism and mission of the Sisters of the Holy Names is gift and grace for our world – a world with 

ever-increasing need for healing and liberation.  We invite all who share the SNJM charism and mission to join us in   

social justice and service actions throughout this year of gratitude and grace.  Information about how to join with the 

Sisters and Associates in service opportunities will be publicized closer to specific events.  

Sr. Kathleen with the 1974-1975 Student Council 

http://www.snjmCA150.or


 

 

Jenna Santoiani ‘02 

Diana Macalintal ‘87 

Patty Schnegg ‘70 

LA FÊTE, Ramona’s annual Auction Dinner Dance was held Saturday, March 24th at the Doubletree 

Hotel in Rosemead. In addition to it being our largest fundraiser, we chose this year to initiate      

the “Distinguished Alumna Award” honoring Ramona alumnae and their accomplishments in their 

chosen professions. The honorees were: Hon. Patricia Schnegg Oppenheim ‘70 - Law, Diana 

Macalintal ‘87 - Liturgy and Faith Formation, and Jenna Santoianni ‘02 - Entertainment. 
 

Thank you to everyone who attended and generously supported this event. We are grateful to our 

sponsors who helped to make La Fête a success. Thank you also to the Auction Committee and the 

many Ramona parents who worked the event. 
 

WE ARE ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR NEXT YEAR’S HONOREES. Please send the name of 

your nominee, her graduation year, why you are nominating her, and your name to Sister Kathleen 

Callaway at Callaway@ramonaconvent.org. You are welcome to nominate more than one alumna. 

Jerado & Nancy Beltran 



For 128 years, Ramona Convent has worked to empower young women,         

encouraging the development of their full potential: spiritually, intellectually,  

socially, and physically.  Ramona students are scholars, athletes, artists,          

musicians, scientists, poets, and actresses, each being challenged to expand    

her horizons and to set her own goals and dreams.  These young women are 

being educated FOR LIFE.  
 

Did you know that 53% of Ramona Students receive some form of tuition       

assistance?  Perhaps you yourself, or someone you know, has benefitted from 

such a scholarship.   We’ve calculated that $750,000 will be needed to fund    

tuition assistance for the 2018-2019 school year.  As overwhelming as these 

numbers may first seem, this goal is achievable with the help of Ramona’s      

alumnae and friends like you.  Last year, 140 students benefitted from your   

support and generosity. You can make a difference!  
 

Contributing to the 2018 Scholarship Campaign is much more than a        

charitable gift – it is an acknowledgement of the hard work, perseverance       

and service to others demonstrated by Ramona girls with aspirations, ability   

and compassion.  By making a scholarship gift, you will join us and other        

donors in removing the barriers that economic challenges create for families.  

Your gift to the Scholarship Fund allows Ramona not only to attract and       

enroll top-tier students without regard to their families’ finances but also        

furthers the charism and core values of the Sisters of the Holy Names. Together, 

we will ensure that promising students will have the financial assistance they 

need to begin and complete their education at Ramona and leave with the   

skills and confidence necessary to be successful and independent women. 

 

 

 

 

 

All gifts make a difference, no matter their size!  

Join us and make a difference in the lives of young women. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support, 

 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 

 

53% 
Ramona students who 

will need tuition          

assistance. 

$750,000 
Amount that will be needed to fund 

tuition assistance for the 2018-2019 

school year. 

2018 Scholarship Campaign 



 

Do you want to make a significant gift to Ramona but just don’t have 

the extra funds to do so? Here’s a solution-- join Ramona’s GEM 

(Gives Every Month) Society. 

 

$5.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $60.00 
 

$10.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $120.00 
 

$20.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $240.00 
 

$40.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $480.00 
 

$50.00 a month becomes an annual gift of $600.00 
 

You can choose where you want your money to go! 

 

As a member of the GEM Society, you will enjoy: 

 Hassle-free monthly donations from your credit card. 

 The knowledge that your donation is put to work immediately. 

 An annual statement provided for tax purposes. 

 The ability to change or suspend your donations at any time. 

 

It’s easy to sign up. 
 

Sign up online! 

1. First, go to our secure site: www.ramonaconvent.org/support/donate 

2. Next, fill out our simple form. 

3. Then, under payment Options, choose the “recurring” option. Click the proceed button. 

 

Or want to donate by mail? 

Simply fill out the envelope included in this magazine and mail back to Ramona.   

Be sure to mark the “I would like to become a member of the GEM Society” option. 

 

Need help or have additional questions? 

Please contact Genevieve Cerda ’01 at 626-282-4151 ext. 113 or gcerda@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 
 

Recurring contributions of all sizes help to provide 

 vital funds that enhance Ramona’s valuable role as an educator  

and advocate of young women, empowering them to  

grow and flourish with confidence. 

 

 

https://www.habitat.org/donate/?link=4


 

WHEN I THINK ABOUT my time at Ramona, I can’t help but 

reflect on how tremendously fortunate I was to spend my  

formative years there. I am grateful I had the opportunity to 

learn in an environment that allowed me to grow as a scholar, 

leader and woman. Attending Ramona instilled in me a sense  

of personal worth, opened my eyes to the infinite possibilities 

of what the world has to offer, and gave me the tools to have 

an impact on those around me. With a mission driven by social 

justice and compassion, Ramona helped me navigate my own   

moral compass toward my life’s mission to advocate on behalf 

of my community.  

 

Ramona also gave me my lifelong friends. It was a place that I 

could be myself while building strong and lasting bonds with 

my sisterhood of fellow Ramona girls.  

 

I became a GEM because I want to do what I can to continue 

Ramona’s legacy of cultivating strong, confident, and powerful 

women. My dream is to one day contribute so much money 

that Ramona names the library after me (The Laura M. Herrera 

Library has a nice ring to it! Haha!). In the meantime, I consider 

my monthly donation one small step toward building that 

dream, but in truth, it’s a piece of a future Ramona girl’s dream 

of receiving a quality education in a place that values her and 

her contribution to the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Herrera ‘05 works for the Los Angeles County Registrar-

Recorder/County Clerk on the Voting Solutions for All People 

(VSAP) Team. She serves as the VSAP Project Assistant helping to 

implement a new voting system for LA County voters. Currently, 

Laura sits on the Board of the ACLU of Southern California and 

the Huntington Park Women’s Club. She graduated from Loyola 

Marymount University in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Political Science and Spanish. 

 

Ramona helped me navigate my 

own moral compass toward my 

life’s mission to advocate on behalf 

of my community.  

                          ~Laura Herrera ‘05 



 

RAMONA ALUMNAE frequently speak about the legacy of Ramona and how Ramona has impacted their lives. 

While your view of “legacy” may depend upon when you graduated, there is a consistency in the message:       

educational excellence, the impact of the Sisters of the Holy Names, their mission and charism, and the emphasis 

on justice, service, and concern for others. Maintaining and enhancing the long-term stability and growth of     

Ramona into the future is critical; planned gifts play a major role in this endeavor. Your legacy, in terms of a 

planned gift, can be directed to support Ramona while providing you with both tax and financial benefits.   

There is a creative and relatively simple way that you can give back to Ramona by naming your alma mater as  

the beneficiary of your will, trust, or life insurance policy.  It is not uncommon for alumnae to name Ramona as a 

partial  beneficiary while taking care of their children and grandchildren. This can be done with a designated   

dollar amount or a percentage of your estate’s value.  Such a gift does NOT rely on an outlay of assets or cash   at 

the time the gift is made. 

Any consideration of a planned gift requires input from your financial advisor and should be done in the context 

of your overall estate and succession planning. Planned gifts are accepted in many forms and can be tailored to 

your individual financial and philanthropic objectives. Visit Ramona’s website   http://

ramonaconvent.planmylegacy.org  or contact Sister Kathleen Callaway at 626-282-4151 ext. 157. 
 

 

LEGACY. FOR LIFE.           RAMONA. FOR LIFE. 
 

TRACY CLAVIN, English and Drama teacher, has been selected as a National         

Endowment for the Humanities Summer Scholar from a national applicant pool. The 

NEH is a federal agency that supports enrichment opportunities at colleges and     

universities, so the high school and university professors can work in collaboration 

and study with experts in the humanities.  Ms. Clavin will participate in the NEH   

Monsters and Heroines Institute at the University of Arkansas in Fayette, Arkansas.  

BRIAN KAYS has been selected for the American Association of Physics Teachers/

American Institute of Physics Master Teacher Policy Fellowship. As a Master Teacher 

Policy Fellow, Brian will join a cohort of teacher leaders, educational  researchers,   

and policy makers tasked with improving science education and  influencing science 

education policy for our nation. In other words, we now have our man in Washington! 

Brian, who teaches Computers and Programing, AP Biology, and Honors Physics, will 

continue teaching here while traveling to Washington D.C. occasionally for workshops 

and policy/advocacy engagement. Mr. Kays shared his thoughts on receiving the   

Fellowship, “I am honored to have been chosen in the first cohort of AAPT/AIP Master 

Policy Fellowship in physics teaching and very excited to get to work on my own   

policy initiative which is the recruitment and retention of minority women in the field 

of Physics teaching. The Ethos here at Ramona is that of servant leadership, to cast fire and liberate life; having always 

embraced this idea in my own life, I look forward to my service in this program and hope to effect change on a large 

scale.”  

 

 

http://ramonaconvent.planmylegacy.org
http://ramonaconvent.planmylegacy.org


 

We had a great time last year,  

so we’re doing it again! 
 

 

Friday, May 11, 2018 

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Rm 101 - Dufresne Classroom Building 

$25.00 per person 
 

Join us for some wine and munchies as art teacher Maggie Averill takes us through the fine points of          

creating a work of  art! The subject this year will be Ramona’s iconic Elm Way. Since this event is just two   

days before Mother’s Day...why not invite your mom and make it a Mother-Daughter occasion?  
 

        RSVP by May 4th to Julie Huntley ’72 at jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org or (626) 282-4151          
  

Wear clothes you can paint in or bring something to protect your clothing.  
 

The lesson starts at 6:00 p.m. so come early to get your drink and settle in. 

 



With Christmas behind them, our Young Alums from the                       

Classes of 2013 - 2017 returned to Ramona on January 3, 2018 to 

 visit with old friends, catch up with the faculty, and participate in                        

a little friendly competition with current Ramona students! 



Alumnae Weekend Happy Hour 

AS ALWAYS, a wide variety of Ramona classes joined us 

for Happy Hour. Some just stopped by to say hi. Others 

stayed for the duration, enjoying the company of their  

own classmates and other Ramona alums. The Junior    

Living Room offered a warm and welcoming environment 

on what had been a rainy day and was transformed by   

the hanging lights and the cheerful members of Ramona’s 

Alumnae Board who hosted the event: Sally McEachen ‘62, 

Terri Cardinali ‘70, Trina Tinoco Yunker ‘93, Michelle Del 

Rio ‘99, and Marie Yeseta ‘05. Special thanks to Event  

Chair Danielle Cendejas ‘00, who organized and executed 

the evening.  
 

Alumnae Weekend is always 

 the first weekend in March. 
 

All Alumnae are Welcome! 

Class of 2008 
Class of 1983 

Class of 1998 

Class of 1984 
Class of 1993 



Homecoming Mass and Luncheon 

THIS YEAR we honored the classes ending in threes and eights 

with the Class of 1968, who were celebrating their 50th       

reunion, as our special honorees. The day began with a Mass 

of Thanksgiving in the Junior Living Room followed by lunch-

eon in the Holy Family Room. During the luncheon, each mem-

ber of the Class of 1968 was given a commemorative diploma 

presented to them by our principal, Ms. Mary E. Mansell. The 

day was filled with happy voices as old friends reunited and 

reminisced about their days at Ramona. Following tradition, 

the event ended with the singing of the Alma Mater. Tours of 

the school were available after the luncheon.  
 

Alumnae Weekend is always the first weekend in March. 

All alumnae are welcome! 

Class of 1953 

Class of 1968 

Homecoming Mass 



Class of 1973 

Class of 1958 Class of 1978 

Class of 1988 Classes of 1980’s 



  

 

IT DID NOT SEEM possible that our class was preparing to celebrate our 40th class     

reunion on October 14, 2017.  It was soon after we celebrated our 35th in 2012, that  

many of us said, "See you at our 40th!" Planning began in late 2016 with the hope that  

we would be pleasantly surprised by classmates that had not attended previous reunions, 

and welcome back those that have, to share and reminisce about favorite memories,    

Sisters, teachers, events and high school angst. As the reservations and regrets started 

coming in, they were shared on our Evite site with many comments and surprises. Class-

mates attended from as far as Amsterdam, Hawaii and Arizona, and as close as the cities        

surrounding Ramona. We gathered in the Junior Living Room for cocktails and dinner, 

endless laughs, hugs and tears, watching the entrance and shouting, "Look who's 

here!" (Ten of us that attended the reunion are graduates of the grammar school and    

we continued on to complete high school). The many familiar faces were great to see    

and the room was filled with laughter. The evening passed much too quickly.  

 

Sister Kathleen and Julie Huntley joined in our reunion to share in the reminiscing and storytelling, and to share with us 

the path that Ramona has taken since our class walked the long grass aisle in Rose Heath to take our place in Alumnae 

history.  

 

On that October evening, when we hugged and laughed and recalled collective memories that are so vivid to us all, forty 

years did not seem that long ago. To those classmates that were not able to share in the reunion, you were thought of 

and missed, and we hope to see you at the next reunion. 2022 is not that far off. If you have lost touch with a classmate, 

contact Julie Huntley at Ramona. In closing, I want to thank Sister Kathleen and Julie for assisting with the reunion       

planning and offering our "Dearest Ramona" as a place to always come back to.  
 

                 Contributed by Gina Christian ‘77 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  Thank you to Barbara Gavitt, who donated her letterman’s sweater and Marianne Nuccio Batchelor, who 

donated her graduation dress to Ramona’s museum. 

Attendees at 1977’s 40th reunion 

Veronica Duarte ‘19 and Barbara  

Gavitt pose with Barbara’s                 

letterman’s sweater. 

The 8th grade class of 1973 



  

 

“BETTER LATE THAN NEVER!” could not be a more applicable quote for the Class of 2007 who had their    

10 year reunion in January of 2018.  After months of voting on dates and times, planning and anticipating 

coming together, about 40 wonderful women gathered on campus in the Holy Family Room for the first time 

in just over a decade.  While driving to the top of the hill, there were things that had changed for the better  

such as the addition of the Marie-Rose Durocher Science Building, and there were things that had not 

changed at all like being greeted by a friendly faced sophomore in a freshly pressed Ramona uniform at      

the check-in table.   

 

The reunion was put together by Lauren Del Rio and Kristin Tappan and started promptly at 5 p.m.  Each 

member of the Class of 2007 (and her guest) received a stemless Ramona wine glass, a pen and a keychain 

upon entering.  There was a feeling of nostalgia being back in the space where so many retreats, student 

council meetings and lunches on rainy days were spent, especially while hearing music from 2003 to 2007  

being played.  Each table had a beautiful floral arrangement courtesy of Brass Fern House, a floral and design 

studio started and operated by Lorraine House Gonzalez, who is a Ramona alum and part of the Class of 2007. 

There was delicious Italian food, wine and champagne flowing, and a photo booth for enjoyment.   

 

As the evening came to a close, there were prizes awarded to people who traveled the farthest, most recently 

married, the most advanced degree and a host of other things.  What was most impressive (aside from how 

seamlessly everyone got back together as if just back from summer vacation) was how accomplished each 

woman was - from doctors to teachers to therapists to entrepreneurs and everything in between. Something 

we all shared and treasured was sisterhood fostered on this beautiful campus along with a set of values      

instilled in us at Ramona: compassion, creativity and drive. The 20 year reunion can’t come soon enough. 
 

                                                                                                                    Contributed by Kristin Tappan ‘07 

The Class of 2007’s Official “Fun” Photo 

Veronica Duarte ‘19 and Barbara  

Gavitt pose with Barbara’s                 

letterman’s sweater. 

The 8th grade class of 1973 



 

  

ALUMNAE UPDATES 

1975 
Mary Cassidy Keith ‘75 has been 

named President and CEO of Global 

Product sourcing (GPS), a B2B custom 

merchandise purchasing company    

located in Las Vegas, Nevada. Mary 

joined GPS in 2009 as a Senior Vice 

President. She previously worked at  

Allstate  Insurance Corp. in Northbrook, 

Illinois for 30 years. GPS also employs 

two other Ramona graduates as Senior   

Buyers for the company: Peggy Foran 

Senneff ‘72 and Linda Curry Sweeney‘74. 
 

1976 
Lydia Ortega ‘76 is running for       

Lieutenant Governor of California. Lydia 

has been teaching Economics at San 

Jose State University since 1989 and has 

been Department Chair since 2001. She 

is active in her community, serving on 

the boards of Goodwill Services of    

Silicone Valley, the Hispanic Foundation 

of Silicon Valley, and MACLA. 
 

1979 
Delia Carbajal Hauser ‘79 was named a 

2018 Latina of Influence by Hispanic 

Lifestyle.  
 

1998 
Monica Solorzano ‘98 received her B.A. 

in History from Princeton and worked in 

Washington DC for then-Congressman 

Xavier Becerra. After getting her M.A. in 

Education, she was employed at UC  

Santa Barbara’s Office of Governmental 

Relations where she has been for the 

past 11 years.  Her current title is      

Assistant Director of Governmental   

Relations. 

 

2000 
Danielle Cendejas ’00 has been       

selected by the American Association   

of Political Consultants as one of the    

40 Under Forty.  Chosen by their profes-

sional peers, these honorees are those 

who are making a mark in their own 

organizations and professions and who 

observe the Professional Code of Ethics 

of the AAPC. 

 

2011 
Michelle Barboza ‘11 was featured in 

the BBC’s 100 Women project which 

celebrated the 150th birthday of Marie 

Curie.  Featuring women scientists of all        

disciplines, each day a different scientist 

took over the 100 Women Instagram 

account to showcase a day in her life. 

Michelle shared a day in the life of a             

paleontologist. 

 

Evita Chavez ‘11 will be starting her 

Master’s program in Urban Planning     

at Harvard in the fall. She received a    

Presidential Fellowship award that    

covers 100% tuition for both years. 
 

Darlene Melendez ’11 is a news      

reporter for CBS in Las Vegas. She was 

on site covering the Route 91 Harvest 

Music Festival when the mass shooting 

occurred and was able to report on the  

incident as it happened. 

 

2013 
Alyssa Marie Castillo ‘13 graduated 

with a B.S. in Biochemistry, Magna Cum 

Laude with a minor in Computer       

Programming from Mount St. Mary’s 

University in December 2016. She is  

currently studying at Ohio State Univer-

sity, pursuing a Ph.D. in Pharmaceutical 

Sciences. In August 2017 she was 

awarded the Graduate Enrichment   

Fellowship. 

 

2017 
Reanna Salvador ‘17 was the recipient 

of the George Eastman Young Leaders 

Award at the University of  Rochester. 

This award honors outstanding achieve-

ment by high school students in     

leadership and academics. 

Peggy Foran Senneff ‘72, Mary Cassidy Keith ‘75, and Linda Curry Sweeney ‘74 

Danielle Cendejas ‘00 



  

MARRIAGES 
 

Anna Cordoba Bartoe ‘75 to Dennis Gillaspy 

 

BIRTHS 
 

Noah Damian, son of Roberto and Jacqueline Ortiz Jurado ‘03 

Jhené Líani, daughter of Jeron Cooper and Brenda Minjares ‘10 

Noah Damian Jurado Jhené Líani Cooper 

 

RAMONA ALUMNAE BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
 

AS A SERVICE to our alumnae, we are beginning work on an online Alumnae Business Directory. It 

will list the business information of those alumnae who wish to participate. Its purpose is to be a   

resource for those alumnae who choose to use it and to help provide our alumnae with another 

means of promoting their businesses. Ramona does not specifically endorse any of the businesses 

that will appear in the directory.   
 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Julie Huntley ‘72, Director of Alumnae Relations 

at (626) 282-4151 ext. 135 or jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 



 

 
 

Mary Frisz Quinn ‘38 

Mary Jeanne Clark Gucker ‘39 

Sister Veronica Schneider, SL ‘43 

Dorothy Markley Denning ‘44 

Sister Helen O’ Sullivan, SNJM ‘45 

Susana Watson Huston ‘48 

Sister Catherine Rose (Mildred) Holzman, IHM ’47, sister of Shirley  

Holzman Weber ‘51 

Elizabeth Burke Richardson ‘55 

Joan Donovan Appe ‘56 

Sister Patricia Huber, ODN ‘57 

Nancy Damlos Silva ‘61 

Judith Isham Raulli ’63, sister of Mimi Isham Johnson ’68, niece of                   

Sr. Ann Dolan, SNJM ’34, and cousin of Sr. Carol Nicklas, SNJM ‘58 

Mary Bright Montrief ‘66 

 

 

John Alvarez, grandfather of Teresa Alvarez ‘08, father-in-law of Judy Alvarez 

(staff) 

Robert Charles, husband of Mary Charles (former faculty) 

Deacon Jack Clinton, uncle of Julie Grace Vallante ‘78 

Frank Coca, grandfather of Elaine Carreon ‘06 

Stephen Connor, father of Gloria Connor Trask ‘68 

Norma Dalgoff, grandmother of Monica Corado ‘04, Cynthia Corado ’06 ,   

and Tracy Corado ‘08 

Barbara Frumento, mother of Patricia Frumento Boes ’74, Barbara Frumento 

Acosta ’76, Lori Frumento Muniz ’77, and Gina Frumento Jacob ‘83 

John Green, father of Judy Green Smith ’70, Susan Green Nevin ’75, and Terri 

Green Petre ‘77 

Brian Knight, husband of Mary Ann Lotito-Knight ‘79; son-in-law of Nancy 

Giacomelli Lotito ‘56; brother-in-law of Gina Lotito Gorrell ’79 and Diana Lotito 

Gorrell ‘82 

Marie Rose Lee, mother of Henri Lee (faculty) 

Reuben Lopez, father of Nancy Lopez ’82, Barbra Lopez ’86, and Gloria    

Lopez ‘88 

Ruben Lopez, father of Lily Lopez-McMillen‘74 

Richard Luna, son of Dora Quintero Luna ‘81 

Nello Rocco Maitino, father of Maria Maitino ‘75 

Eleanor McManus, mother of Mary McManus ‘64 



Nicholas Nassar, father of Yvonne Lopez Meade ’78, Elizabeth Nassar ’79    

and Jennifer Nassar Armellini ‘85 

Dr. Harry Purpur (former faculty) 

Ernie Robles, brother of Leticia Robles ‘80 

Ashley Roth, daughter of Katherine Schmuck Roth ‘84 

Walter Seastrom, father of Kathleen Seastrom Mills ‘72 

Edward Serrano, husband of Joan Bales Serrano ‘75 

Paul Smith, father of Tara Smith Martinez ‘98 

Dora Quintero Luna ‘81 shared a heartfelt story with me about the love and support she received from her 

classmates as she and her family watched her son Richie succumb to leukemia. She expressly asked me to 

share this story with our alumnae as an example of what really means.  

 

Richard “Richie” Luna was born 11/19/89 to Joe and Dora Quintero Luna. Richie was the youngest of    

two boys. He was an incredible individual. He fought Leukemia at the tender age of 3 years. Again, the       

Leukemia came back at the age of 22 and Richie fought for his life courageously for 5 years. He            

succumbed to the chemo treatment and passed away at home on 10/22/17.   

 

A big “thank you” to my Ramona Convent High School sisters of the Class of 1981. For the past five years, 

my Ramona sisters came together and surrounded Richie and my family with much needed help. They 

were instrumental in helping my son, Richie and my family during this very difficult time until his passing. 

Through their comforting words, prayers, encouragement, and generosity they made this journey a       

little easier to bear. Through their generosity Richie was able to accomplish some of his wishes on his 

Bucketlist. They were there until the end. 

Ramona Classmates 
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