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 MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

 

Ramona Convent, a welcoming Catholic college-preparatory high school,  

sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, 

 graduates empowered, resilient, socially conscious young women prepared  

to meet the challenges of the 21st century global community. 

 

 
 

PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE 
 

        A Ramona Graduate is a… 

 A Woman of Faith 

 A Critical Thinker 

 An Effective Communicator 

 A Confident Leader 

 A Creative Problem Solver 

 Committed to Personal Growth 

 

 
 

SNJM  

CORE VALUES 
   
 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

is published twice a year by 

Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

Alhambra, California 91803 

(626) 282-4151 

(626) 281-0797 (fax) 

www.ramonaconvent.org 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 

we have eliminated the multiple copies of    

mailed to each household. Please 

contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151   

ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra copy 

or if you would prefer to receive your copy   

electronically.  

 

Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 

most accurate and up-to-date information in all 

of our publications. However, unintentional errors 

may appear. As a result, we ask you to contact 

the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  

the event that there are any factual errors. We will 

correct these errors in the next publication. We 

appreciate the interests and concerns of our 

readers and welcome any assistance toward 

achieving our goals. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

This has been a year of significant anniversaries: 

. . . 175 years since the foundation of the Sisters of the Holy Names 

. . . 150 years since the first SNJM’s arrived in California 

. . . and in November, 130 years since the Sisters established Ramona 

 

And it had been one of significant blessings and accomplishments 

 . . .The recent financial and social success of a sold out La Féte 

             . . . Light the Field campaign reached its goal; work will be done  

                  during the summer 

. . . Our selection by the State Department to host nine Muslim Imams 

     from Indonesia, who were participating in a program on 

    "Promoting Tolerant Messaging."  

. . . Successful athletic seasons with some advancing to CIF playoffs 

. . . Robotics team advancing to the semifinals at the Los Angeles Regional 

      Competition and once again winning the Spirit Award.  

 . . . Numerous individual student awards and recognitions 

 . . . Seniors receiving exciting news of college acceptances and scholarships 

. . . Almost daily news of our alums accomplishments and how they are making a  

      difference. 

 

It is clear that Ramona women are EDUCATED. FOR LIFE.  As we look to the “bottom 

line,” parents are receiving a good -- in fact, excellent --  return on their investment in 

their daughter’s education.  Those who contribute to our Scholarship Fund are receiving a 

similar return.  Without a doubt, we are preparing confident, articulate, competent young 

women who will make a difference in the world.  This comes with a price. 

 

Tuition next year will be $14,700; however, 53% of the young women enrolled will be  

receiving tuition assistance – for a total of $800,000.  Critical to our ability to maintain full 

enrollment is the ability to offer tuition assistance.  We need your support!  Your gift will 

make a difference! Your gift will enable another young woman to continue receiving a 

priceless Ramona education. 

 

We’re counting on you! 

 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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Dear Ramona Family, 

 

What does wielding a nail gun from the top of a ladder have to do with     

building character? Just ask our seniors who helped Habitat for Humanity  

build homes on Service Day.  

 

Service has been at the core of our Catholic, Holy Names mission since 

our founding more than 130 years ago.  Ramona’s Beach Clean Up,     

Homelessness Solidarity Retreat, Book Buddies Program (reading with children 

at a nearby elementary school) and many other opportunities including our 

annual all-school Service Day, not only make a difference in our community, 

but they also put our faith into action and help our young women develop  

empathy, compassion, and respect - keys to an ethical character. 

 

As one of only 189 high schools in the country that belong to the Caring 

Schools Coalition of the Harvard Graduate School of Education Making Caring Common 

Project, we’re reading their recent report, “Turning the Tide II: How Parents and High 

Schools Can Cultivate Ethical Character and Reduce Distress in the College Admissions 

Process,” with great interest.  

 

Among many practical recommendations to cultivate character development, the report 

calls for schools to create authentic service opportunities.  

 

Authentic service is immersive, sustained, and chosen by the student based on her 

own interests. It also provides opportunities for thoughtful reflection. Our service 

program, led by Sister Anna Keim, SNJM, hits all of those targets, and more. You can 

read about her vision and well-deserved recognition by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles   

in this issue of Ramona Magazine where we celebrate those in our community, past and 

present, who embody our long-standing tradition of meaningful service.  Ramona students 

and graduates truly make a difference - for life.  

 

As always, I invite you to stop by campus for a visit. We’d love to see you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 

 

P.S. To read the full “Turning the Tide II” report, go to  

https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/reports/turning-the-tide-2-parents-high-schools-college-

admissions 

A Message from the Principal 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Sr. Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

  President 
 

Mary E. Mansell 

  Principal 
 

Halina Szymanski 

  Associate Principal for  

  Curriculum and Faculty 

  Development 
 

Elena Margallo 

  Business Manager 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

DEVELOPING AN INCLUSIVE 

 SERVICE PROGRAM 
 

SISTER ANNA KEIM, SNJM has transformed our school 

culture by expanding and deepening our service program 

and by integrating Catholic principles of service and justice 

across our curriculum and into our daily lives. As a Sister   

of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, she guides the  

community to live the Gospel values as demonstrated in 

the SNJM corporate stances that value human life through 

working to oppose human trafficking, to protect the environment, to support immigrants and refugees, and to make  

access to clean water available to all. From Sister Anna, our students learn not only the what of service but the why.   

Specific activities and projects include incorporating a service activity into every student retreat, including Kairos;        

establishing an annual overnight homelessness solidarity retreat that includes learning from homelessness educators and 

persons, advocacy, service, and experiential learning (sleeping outdoors in cardboard boxes on the school campus); 

bringing students and their families to the Los Angeles Freedom Walk to march against human trafficking, the CROP 

Walk against hunger and the Coastal Cleanup. She has also established an annual School Service Day, when the entire 

school volunteers at off campus sites. She also organizes our annual Service Fair, bringing a wide range of organizations 

to school so that students, no matter what their passion, can find a place to help. 
 

Sister Anna has been a leader and faculty moderator of the SNJM Youth Justice Forum, a very complicated endeavor 

which brings students from the US, Canada, and Africa from the SNJM schools together for a major summer event to 

learn and serve as one community. 
 

Amanda Argueta Lopez ‘11, a colleague in the Theology department wrote, "She inspires her students and colleagues    

to become compassionate and merciful people who animate the Gospel. Sister Anna's efforts have formed new social 

consciousness in this generation of young female leaders." 
 

Sister Anna was honored by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for her dedication to Christian Service at the annual        

Archdiocesan Christian Service Mass.  

 

SNJM Youth Justice Forum 

2018 

CROP Hunger Walk  



Compassion for Others 
 

“GO AND DO LIKEWISE” The Ramona community took 

Jesus's command and did exactly that on Holy Thursday. 

The faculty joined students in doing service at the L.A. 

Regional Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, and the     

Pasadena Ronald McDonald House. Everyone packed 

food bags for food insecure families and seniors, painted 

and did construction on houses for those without homes, 

and helped sick children by organizing and cleaning toys, 

organizing a food pantry, gardening to beautify the 

grounds, organizing recycling, and playing with kids.  

Everyone pitched in to make the day a success!  

Ronald McDonald House 

Ronald McDonald House 

LA Regional Food Bank 

Habitat for Humanity 

Habitat for Humanity 



 

AP CAPSTONE - YEAR TWO 

IN TWO courses, the AP Capstone Program works to         

introduce the principles of scholarly research and invite 

students into the process of designing and implementing 

their own research projects. While the first course in the 

sequence, AP Seminar, asks students to begin forming   

arguments after reading scholarly work by experts in a   

given range of fields, the second course, AP Research, asks 

students to, figuratively speaking, take their own seat at the 

table. In other words, students are invited to explore the 

academic conversation surrounding a narrow topic or line 

of inquiry, and then are compelled to contribute in some 

unique, meaningful way with their own independent      

research and analysis. In this way, and considering that this 

course culminates in a 5,000 word paper and formal oral 

defense presentation, AP Capstone walks Ramona students 

through the trajectory of research at the university level.   
 

Here are a few of the topics researched: 
 

In a project that thrusts art history and visual analysis   

forward into the 21st century, Araceli Seager ’19 is         

exploring the broader cultural significance of the 

"selfie" in the Kardashian era, guiding her analysis with 

poststructuralist theory and cultural anslysis. She works 

in this project to challenge simplistic readings of the 

selfie as rooted in vanity, and instead offers the       

possibility that selfies have the potential to serve as 

empowering modes of control and self-expression.  
 

Megan Valadez ‘19 explores recent conflicting research 

on the correlation between high-anxiety workplaces 

and miscarriage, particularly in relation to Prenatal   

Maternal Stress and its effect on developing and    

postpartum babies. In responding to a gap between 

medical professionals who resist a correlation between 

work and miscarriage with recent journalism investigat-

ing this possibility, she turns to women themselves      

in a social science study that asks  women who have 

experienced miscarriage about their thoughts, feelings, 

and work experiences alongside those losses.  
 

One of our own tri-sport athletes, Nathalie Castanos 

‘19, designed a scientific study measuring the effects of 

caffeine as a Performance Enhancing Substance for 

young female runners. Isolating a wide range of      

controls to diet, sleep schedule, caffeine intake, body 

type, and measurement error, Nathalie compared    

runners' sprint times between caffeinated and non-

caffeinated trials.  

Calista Rugama ‘19: “Anxiety in Minority Teenage Girls with 

Divorced or Separated Parents” 

Monique Rios ’19: “Media’s Approach to the Connecticut 

Shooting Amidst the Reality of Autism” 

Alexis Chin ‘19: “What does Moonlight Lead Us to Understand in 

Light of Historically Degrading Entertainment in Today’s Society?” 



 

After School Dance Class 

 Gives Students a Fresh Perspective 
 

AN INFECTIOUS BEAT fills the Junior Living Room as Ramona’s new Dance class warms up with energy 

and joy. In a vibrant addition to Ramona’s Arts curriculum, professional dancers and choreographers,   

Frit and Frat Fuller, founders of Kin Dance Company, are now offering their engaging style of dance    

instruction to Ramona students.  
 

With an emphasis on developing and expanding basic techniques, students learn Contemp/Hop, an   

exciting dance form that infuses contemporary dance and hip hop, creating different moods in        

movement, dynamics, and style including floor work and leaps. The class is open to students with all   

levels of experience.  
 

According to Briana Dominguez ‘20, “I really enjoy learning dance moves and being with girls of all  

grade levels. Participating in this program allows me to have a space to express myself and take a break 

from academics.” 

 

“It’s a joy to see our students develop their creativity, focus, and artistry through the medium of dance,” 

says Mary E. Mansell, Principal.  This year’s class culminated in an exciting performance at Arts Night.  

 

Students in the Dance program can earn Arts credit for their participation in the after-school program 

and summer school. Ballet, Bollywood, Hip Hop, African, Contemporary, and Musical Theatre will be   

incorporated in the summer program which is open to students in grades 5-12.  



RAMONA’S ROBOTICS TEAM changed their playing strategy this year. They competed at two FIRST Robotics competi-

tion and built TWO robots. Robot #1 was the prototype that was refined until all the bugs were worked out. They then 

built robot #2 using the improvements learned from the prototype. The purpose of competing twice was to fine tune the   

operator’s driving skills and use the robot in more than one competition.  
 

The weekend of March 1 – 3 , Ramona Rampage battled it out at the Del Mar Regional competition. They competed in 

twelve qualification matches throughout the weekend and placed 13th out of 35 teams. They advanced to the quarter 

finals as alliance number 4! At the Los Angeles Regional competition the weekend of March 15 – 17, Ramona Rampage 

advanced to the semifinals. The robot's ball picking machinery and the skills of drivers Celine and Celeste Vazquez ’20  

who lead the entire drive team, were exceptional. The team placed 4th out of 36 teams with the challenge of delivering 

balls into the cargo ship. The team also won the Spirit Award that recognizes and celebrates extraordinary enthusiasm 

and spirit through exceptional partnership and teamwork furthering the objectives of FIRST Robotics. The judges        

determined that the team's spirit was consistent both throughout the team and also throughout the contest in attitude, 

appearance, originality, and depth. Spirit is a vital part of Ramona’s teams' success and is apparent in all they do.       

Congratulations Team 1159! 

 
 

Our students learn that science 

 equals creativity 
SCIENCE NEVER 

RESTS AT RAMONA 
 

 



FUTURE ENGINEERS from Ramona attended the American 

Society of Civil Engineer's Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge 

Competition at Cal Poly Pomona in March. This year's    

mission was to Provide a Safe, Sustainable, Integrated and 

Efficient Transportation System to Enhance California's  

Economy and Livability. The task was to develop a light-

weight, strong, and functional bridge that bikers and com-

muters can use during their daily commute to Downtown 

L.A. The bridges were tested for strength and scored on the 

technical reports, display boards, and presentations        

provided by the competitors. Ramona's Tacoma Bridge 

team consisting of Christina Au ‘19, Alynne Wong ‘19, and         

Porsche Ocampo ’19 received a Second Place Award in    

Craftsmanship.  

THE ENGINEER YOUR WORLD class constructed an amazing 

project -- Cape Cod style lawn chairs. These chairs are similar 

in shape but each group picked a color to showcase their   

individuality. Students were split into groups and built the 

chairs starting with just the materials and some basic instruc-

tions. They cut, sanded, assembled, and painted each piece   

of wood until their own masterpiece was completed. The end 

result was five chairs, painted to simulate the colors of the 

rainbow. These engineers had hands-on experience and 

learned to use power saws and drills while following construc-

tion instructions, and most importantly, how to work as a 

team.  

RAMONA RAMPAGE team members participated in an 

annual STEAM night hosted by Saints Felicitas & Perpetua 

Catholic School. There was great interest from all attendees 

in our Robotics program as we were the only high school 

present that had a full size robot prepared for interactive 

demonstration. Our team demonstrated their knowledge  

of robot construction, electronics, mechanics, animation, 

and programming while sharing their sense of humor and 

leadership skills. Mrs. Flagan remarked that "our team's 

enthusiasm, fresh spirit, and brilliant smiles brightened the 

exhibit hall throughout the night." 

FIFTEEN FUTURE SCIENTISTS from grades 9 - 12 partici-

pated in the 33rd Annual Science Olympiad at Rio Hondo 

College competing against 60 high schools from Los       

Angeles county. Our students competed in 23 different    

academic events that included Life, Personal and Social   

Science, Earth and Space Science, Physical Science and 

Chemistry, Technology and Engineering, and Inquiry and 

Science and Nature. For some of the events, students built 

devices such as musical instruments, airplanes, mouse trap 

vehicles, and towers ahead of time for presentation at the 

Olympiad. 



Celebrating the Creative Spirit 

of Our Arts Department
 

OUR FOURTH ANNUAL celebration of the arts was a huge success. Held on April 4, the gifts 

and talents of our singers, dancers, actors, and artists, the cool spring evening, our beautiful      

campus, and the taco truck all combined for a engaging event. The evening kicked off with 

stunning performances by the Chamber Singers, Drama class, Ramona's After School Dance 

Troupe, and The Tragedy of Macbeth performance actors. Following the performances,           

Ms. Averill invited guests to gather in the library to view artwork created by Ramona students  

in Visual Arts, Ceramics, and Digital Multimedia Design. Student docents were also present to  

provide insight on certain pieces of art as well as AP Studio Art presentations. 

Art Show 

Improv Team 

Art Show 



Celebrating the Creative Spirit  

of Our Arts Department 
celebration of the arts was a huge success. Held on April 4, the gifts 

and talents of our singers, dancers, actors, and artists, the cool spring evening, our beautiful      

campus, and the taco truck all combined for a engaging event. The evening kicked off with 

stunning performances by the Chamber Singers, Drama class, Ramona's After School Dance 

performance actors. Following the performances,           

Ms. Averill invited guests to gather in the library to view artwork created by Ramona students  

in Visual Arts, Ceramics, and Digital Multimedia Design. Student docents were also present to  

provide insight on certain pieces of art as well as AP Studio Art presentations.  

Chamber Singers 

The Tragedy of MacBeth 

After School Dance 



An Amazing Year 

 for Ramona Sports! 
 

Cross Country 

2nd Place in Horizon League, CIF Prelims, CIF Finals 

Soccer 

2nd Place in Horizon League AND made it to the 2nd round of 

the CIF playoffs 

Track & Field 

Horizon League Champions (undefeated) 

Softball 

Horizon League Champions (9-1) 

Swim 

JV in 2nd Place; Varsity in 4th place in Camino Del Rey League  

 

 

COACH RAMIRO VIRGEN shared his philosophy as to what 

makes a team successful. 
 

“Success is not necessarily defined by championships,    

although it was a great accomplishment this year to update 

the Track & Field banner with a 2019. Every year for each 

sport we set a goal to be Champions, because there should 

always be an incentive to work towards. In order to keep 

our eye on the goal, we needed to make sure we didn’t 

look too far ahead and built our seasons one day at a time. 

This year in X-Country, Soccer, and Track & Field, our focus 

was on team unity, and that if we approached our teams as 

FAMILY then support, encouragement, and understanding 

would come more naturally, creating an environment where 

mistakes and errors are opportunities to learn and improve 

from, as opposed to failures to be discouraged by. The 

most important accomplishment of our seasons this year 

was each student-athlete’s drive to progressively improve, 

from practice to practice, game to game, meet to meet. 

They held each other accountable by being present and 

challenging each other to be better people and in doing so 

became a team, became a FAMILY! 

  

Editor’s Note: 

Coach Ramiro Virgen has been coaching at Ramona Convent for almost 

10 years. He is our Head Varsity Coach for Cross Country, Soccer, and 

Track and Field. Coaching three sports takes considerable time and  

effort but, Coach Virgen puts forth all his energy in all that he does with 

our program. Not only does he help our students become better athletes 

“on the field,” he mentors them “off the field” as well. He is very genuine 

and sincere in all that he does, and he makes sure that his athletes are 

well-rounded so that they have the best experience possible. If you were 

to ask anyone about Coach Virgen, they would describe him as hard 

working, dedicated, and motivated. Parents and fellow coaches see him 

as an inspirational person as well. He is a positive role model and one of 

those special coaches that really know how to relate to the   students. He 

is a true pleasure to work with. Coach Virgen is father to Ramona alums 

Isabella ‘14 and Luisa ‘16, and current student Olivia ’20. 

 

We invite you to stop by 

Ramona and watch our 

 remarkable teams play next      

year during the                           

2019-2020 sports seasons. 
 

Go Tigers! 

Asst. Soccer Coach Kellee Murayama, Athletic   

Director Rebecca Lamas ‘06, and   Science Chair/

Current Parent Angelica Seager 

JV Swim with Coach Drury 

Varsity Swim with Coach Drury 



Cross Country with Coach Virgen 

 and Athletic Director Rebecca Lamas ‘06 

Track & Field with Athletic Director Rebecca Lamas ‘06, Coach Virgen, 

 and Assistant Coach Robert Lee  

Soccer with Assistant Coach Kellee Murayama and  Coach Virgen 

Softball with Coach Eddie Cortez 



Neighboring Trees Find a New Home at Ramona 

SPRINGTIME is typically the season of re-birth…of new growth…of buds and blossoms. This 

year springtime has taken on new meaning as we watched thirty-three newly planted and 

dormant crepe myrtle trees slowly (and each in its own time) sprout leaves – with the promise of        

blossoms soon to come. As you drive onto campus you are first met with the “instant forest”     

of nine mature trees in front of the gym. The others are along Alumnae Drive and on the north 

side of the campus near Glendon Way. These trees are all a gift. It is a long story…so here is    

the short version. Many of you will remember the Episcopal Home across the street -- maybe 

some of you even did community service over there. Over the last few years,  the home          

relocated and the property was sold to a developer, who planned to build 124 town homes,      

as well as a medical building with some retail space -- the latter facing Valley Blvd. After the   

City Council and the Planning Commission were met with a host of complaints from neighbors  

about the number of mature trees that were to be cut down, an agreement was made with the 

developer and, at their expense, 42 trees are to be relocated to Ramona. To date, 31 of the trees 

have been planted here. When the moving is finished within the next couple of weeks, our tree 

count will go up to 654 trees on our campus! 

       ~ Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

While it took almost all day to prepare, putting the tree in 

place actually only took a few minutes - thanks to four semi 

trucks and one crane. The tree is estimated to be over 80 

years old and weighed 147,000 pounds (73.5 tons). Hopefully 

it will continue to flourish in its new home at the edge of our 

softball/soccer field.  

A FRESH LOOK 
  

The new trees will add color to  

Alumnae Drive when they 

bloom. 



BEFORE 
 

Our tiger mascot greeted guests 

from the south wall of the gym. 

AFTER 
 

Nine crepe myrtle trees will add 

shade and color as they bloom. 

EARTH-FRIENDLY 
 

Twelve crepe myrtles have been 

planted on the north side of the 

library parking lot, providing 

shade and privacy. 



SNJM Anniversary Celebration 

 Comes to a Close 
 

WITH THE LITURGY and reception at St. Mary’s Church in Los Gatos, the      

year-long celebration of 150 years of SNJM ministry in California came to its 

official close.  We are grateful for the family, friends as well as former and      

current ministry partners and students who joined us at one or more of the   

celebrations. For all involved they were wonderful opportunities to re-connect 

and to Remember…Rejoice…and Renew.  In 1868, six young French-speaking 

Sisters journeyed from Montreal, Canada, to Northern California to bring to new 

frontiers the charism and mission of Blessed Marie-Rose -- one which continues 

to this day. While it is expressed in other ways than formal classroom education, 

our charism is alive and well.  We respond to other societal needs, especially 

those where healing and liberation are called for, and we strive to make our  

students aware of those living on the margins of society. 

 

The daily news about the plight of immigrants and refugees at our borders     

has prompted individual and corporate responses.  Our SNJM corporate stand 

regarding immigration states in part:  We will collaborate with organizations  

with similar values to the SNJM charism in our respective areas of ministry to   

determine and implement actions to improve the situation of migrants and      

refugees. This has led us to engage in a number of activities in our schools,    

parishes and other communities to which we belong – all aimed at accompany-

ing homeless people and refugees.  Welcoming the Stranger is not new. Our 

Chronicles report the Sisters welcoming Irish refugees in 1847, orphans in     

Oregon in 1859, and Cuban refugees in Florida in 1980. Most recently, two    

Sisters brought the spirit of Marie-Rose to El Paso, Texas, as they responded to 

the call to volunteer at Annunciation House, where they assisted those released 

from Detention Centers who needed various type of support while they awaited 

their asylum hearings. Like our foundress, as we continue our ministry, our call  

is to respond to the needs of the time, empowering those whom we serve and 

enabling them to develop to their full potential. As the Ramona students of   

today boldly proclaim: we will go forth, cast fire, and liberate life. 



YULANDA N. DAVIS-QUARRIE brings more than 25 years of leadership experience in the 

field of philanthropy.  Most recently, Davis-Quarrie served as Executive Director of Advance-

ment & External Relations at St. Lucy’s Priory High School, a non-profit community-based 

Catholic private all-girl’s college preparatory high school located in Glendora. In her role at  

St. Lucy’s, Ms. Davis-Quarrie oversaw the fundraising, alumnae relations and external  

relations areas. 
 

A Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) since 1990, Ms. Davis-Quarrie has secured more 

than $80 million in philanthropic dollars for various nonprofit organizations in Southern     

California, including Orthopaedic Hospital in Los Angeles, The Claremont Graduate School,  

St. Mary Medical Center in Long Beach, The Wellness Community in Santa Monica, Citrus   

Valley Health Partners in West Covina, USC Verdugo Hills Hospital Foundation, and Beverly 

Hospital.   
 

She is actively involved with the Association of Fund Raising Professionals(AFP), where she is a member of the Greater Los 

Angeles Chapter and serves on AFP international association’s ethics and investment committees.   
 

Ms. Davis-Quarrie is also active in the larger community where she currently serves as President of the San Gabriel Valley 

USC Alumni Club, treasurer of the Women’s Club of West Covina and race director of the Heart of the Valley 5K for her 

Rotary Club. 
 

A resident of San Dimas, Ms. Davis-Quarrie earned her undergraduate degree from the Dornsife College of Letters, Arts 

and Sciences, from the University of Southern California and her graduate degree in Health Care Management from    

California State University, Los Angeles. Ms. Davis-Quarrie is married to her husband Donald and has two adult children, 

Tara and Kira, who attended St. Lucy’s Priory High School. Two years ago, she added to their family by rescuing a 4-year 

old Maltese, who is named Sydney.  He has very quickly become the center of the Quarrie household.  

 

2019 Scholarship Campaign 

 
MAKING A CONTRIBUTION to the 2019 Scholarship Campaign is much more than a        

charitable gift - it is an acknowledgement of the hard work, perseverance, and service 

to others demonstrated by Ramona girls with aspirations, ability, and compassion. All 

one has to do is read the articles about our students and the educational programs  

at Ramona included in this edition of Ramona Magazine to realize that we teach  

what we preach. By making a scholarship gift, you will join us and other donors in 

removing the barriers that economic challenges create for families. Your gift to the 

Scholarship Fund allows Ramona not only to attract and enroll top tier students   

without regard to their families’ finances but also furthers the charism and core     

values of the Sisters of the Holy Names. Together, we will ensure that promising    

students will have the financial assistance they need to begin and complete their   

education here at Ramona and leave with the skills and confidence necessary to    

become successful and independent women. 

 

Ramona Welcomes  

New Director of Institutional Advancement 



 

La Fête a Big Success 
 

ON SATURDAY, March 30, Ramona hosted La F te,   

our annual Auction Dinner-Dance at the Doubletree 

Hotel in Rosemead. The room was filled to capacity 

with parents, alumnae, friends, faculty and staff! This 

was the second year we honored three Ramona 

graduates with our Distinguished Alumnae Award. 

We were proud to celebrate the achievements of Dr. 

Monica Yoshinaga, M.D. '65 (Medicine), Mary Cassidy 

Keith '75 (Entrepreneurship), and Danielle Cendejas 

'00 (Politics). Many classmates of our honorees were 

in attendance to share in the excitement. In addition 

to the inspiring (and amusing) speeches given by our 

honorees, the silent and live auctions provided our 

guests with lots of fun and interesting choices to bid 

on. One of the highlights of the evening occurred 

during the group picture of the alumnae -- someone 

spontaneously began singing the Alma Mater and 

everyone joined in! The evening was a exceptionally 

successful with all proceeds benefiting Ramona's 

curricular and  co-curricular programs in academics, 

leadership, athletics, technology, and the arts. Our 

heartfelt thanks to our alumnae, parents, friends, 

faculty, and staff for all their hard work before,     

during, and after the event. We are grateful for such 

wonderful support!   



 

Please Submit Your Nominations for the  

Distinguished Alumna Award 2020 
 

WE ARE ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR LA FÊTE 2020 HONOREES. 

Please send the name of your nominee, her graduation year, why you are nominating her,                             

and your name to Sister Kathleen Callaway at Callaway@ramonaconvent.org. Previous       

nominations are kept on file and will also be considered. 

Alumnae  representing classes from 1943 - 2011 pose for a group picture. 

Distinguished Alumnae Honorees 2019:  

Mary Cassidy Keith ‘75, Danielle Cendejas ‘00 

and Dr. Monica Yoshinaga, M.D. ‘65 



 

Enjoying a special time with special people 
 

Alumnae Weekend &  

Homecoming 2019 
 
Although the weekend was a rainy one, that didn’t stop our 

alumnae from celebrating at Ramona the first weekend in 

March. This year we held Happy Hour in the New Science 

Building. Alumnae who hadn’t had the opportunity to tour 

it previously were finally able to while enjoying the        

company of their friends and fellow Ramona graduates.   

On Saturday, guests attended Mass in the Junior Living 

Room and enjoyed a delicious luncheon in the Holy Family 

Room.  A new tradition began this year as we presented our 

Golden Girls, the Class of 1969, with pins commemorating 

their 50th reunion.  A special treat for the audience was 

Margaret Mooney Whalen, Class of 1940, sharing her story 

about working for the United Nations as it was being 

formed. As she finished her tale, the entire room gave her   

a standing ovation! We hope Margaret will be able to join 

us next year to celebrate her 80th reunion! 



 



 

 

Looking for an Easy Way to Support Ramona on an Ongoing Basis? 
 

Join the GEM Society and Give Every Month.  
 

 

As a member of the GEM Society you choose where you would like  your donation to go. The Ramona 

Fund for unrestricted giving? The Scholarship Fund to help our  students get the superb education that 

Ramona is known for? The Carole Platz or Sister Margaret Scholarships in honor of these two amazing 

educators? A different named scholarship? A Capital Campaign Project? It’s up to you.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To sign up, simply click on www.ramonaconvent.org/support/gem-society, fill out the form completely, 

and your 100% tax-deductible donation will be processed once a month.  The GEM Society is a simple 

way to ensure that Ramona has the funds necessary to continue its legacy of educating and nurturing 

the young women of our community.  
 

Please contact Kelsey Davidson ’02, Development Assistant, with any questions 

 or for help signing up at kdavidson@ramonaconvent.org or (626) 282-4151 ext. 130  

mailto:kdavidson@ramonaconvent.org


Once a Tiger, Always a Tiger! 

FRIENDLY COMPETITION was the theme for the day on 

January 5, 2019. Ramona’s Alumnae and Athletic Depart-

ments collaborated on , a day 

of spirited competition between Ramona alumnae and our 

current athletes. The day began with Soccer. The turnout 

was amazing...most especially, the parents of our alumnae 

also came to cheer on their daughters, just as they had 

done in the past. The second event was Basketball, and 

again, the alumnae moms and dads were there supporting 

their daughters. What were the results? The alumnae won, 

of course!  
 

The original concept was to play Soccer and Basketball one 

year followed by Volleyball and Softball the next year. 

Well...the January event was so successful that we will offer 

all four sports next year! 

 

 

SOCCER & BASKETBALL  

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2020 

 

VOLLEYBALL & SOFTBALL 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2020 

Rozanne Adanto ‘79 and 

Luz Castenada Hess ‘81 

Spirit Squad: Laura, Herrera ’05,  

Marie Yeseta ‘05 , and Danielle 

Cendejas ‘00 



A SPECIAL CEREMONY was held in Ramona’s chapel 

on Saturday, January 5, 2019 - - Laura Herrera ‘05   

finally received her class ring! She had not received 

her ring while a student at Ramona so when she saw  

it offered as a silent auction item at the 2018 La Fête 

Auction Dinner-Dance, she bid on the ring and won. 

Friends and family joined in her happiness while Sister 

Kathleen officiated and presented her with her ring 

and a yellow rose. 

  

  



Organizing your reunion is the responsibility of the class 

itself. The Alumnae Office provides information, answers 

questions, makes caterer recommendations, and is happy 

to connect you with other alumnae who have recently  

organized their own reunions. 
 

This is how we can help your reunion be a successful one: 

   Provide the class list for your invitation outreach. 

   Advertise the date in Ramona Magazine, the 

    alumnae e-newsletter, and on our website. 

   If you are having your reunion here on campus, we 

   will do the room set-up and arrange for access to the 

   campus. 
 

For more information, please contact:  
  

Julie C. Huntley '72 

Director of Alumnae Relations 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

  

 

Class of 1969 - 50th Reunion 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 

Contact: Deborah Lilly 

deborahlilly@gmail.com 

 

Class of 1979 - 40th Reunion 

Saturday, July 27, 2019 

Contact: Michelle Vermilye 

MVERMILY@lacourt.org 

 

Class of 1999 -  20th Reunion 

Saturday, September 28, 2019 

Contact: Michelle Del Rio 

mdelrio@mac.com 

Class reunions are as diverse as the classes themselves!  

Many classes celebrate at a private home or local          

restaurant the weekend of Ramona's annual Alumnae 

Weekend celebration which is held the first weekend in 

March. Recently, many classes have been holding mini-

reunions. Whatever your class chooses to do, it's a good 

way to reconnect with old friends! 
 

If you need to stick to a budget or just want to take a  

walk down memory lane, consider having your reunion 

here at Ramona. The Holy Family Room, Junior Living 

Room, or Pavilion/Fountain area can accommodate      

different size groups and you will not have the time   

constraints or expense that renting a banquet room  

does. Some classes have celebrated by having a family 

picnic in Rose Heath. 
 

In today’s busy world, it’s difficult to find the time to     

organize a reunion. We recommend using the           

Homecoming Mass and Luncheon as your reunion     

celebration day. Individual classes are seated together so 

you can just sit back and enjoy each other’s company! 
 



 

ALUMNAE UPDATES 

1981 
Mary Sciarra Chavez ‘81, Director of 

Alhambra Public Works, retired April 

30 after 35 years of public service to 

the community.  She has held her  

current position since 2008. 
 

1985 
Dionne Espinoza ‘85 received the Cal 

State LA College of Arts and Letters 

2018 Outstanding Professor Award.  

She is a professor of liberal studies. 

Dionne received her B.A. from UC 

Berkeley and her M.A./Ph.D. from     

Cornell University. 
 

1989 

Carolina Lugo ‘89 was appointed by 

former Governor Brown as Judge of 

the Superior Court in Los Angeles 

County. She practiced as a Los Ange-

les County Deputy District Attorney 

focused on Family Violence and     

Sexual Assault prosecutions for almost 

19 years. Carolina obtained her J.D. 

from the UCLA School of Law and her 

B.A. from UC Riverside.  
 

2002 
Stephanie De La Torre Ortiz ‘02 was 

awarded Special Education Adminis-

trator of the Year for Azusa Charter by 

the Association of California School 

Administrators. 
 

2005  

Jennifer Guerrero ‘05 received her 

doctorate in Chemical Engineering 

from UC Santa Barbara in 2016 and is 

now working for Amgen. 
 

2015 

Valerie Murgia ‘15 graduated from 

UC Irvine in December 2018 with a 

B.A. in Public Health Policy and a    

minor in Criminology, Law, and Socie-

ty. She will begin her M.A. in Health    

Administration this Fall at USC. 
 

2016 

Cecilia Nunez '16, a junior at Harvard 

University, scored a first for Ramona! 

She was invited to throw out the first 

pitch at the Boston Red Sox v. Oak-

land Athletics game at Fenway Park 

on April 29. This year, Cecilia is the 

President of Phillips Brooks House,  

an on-campus group that organizes   

volunteer and community service  

activities for Harvard students. PBHA 

will receive a portion of ticket sales 

from the game. One of Cecilia's     

volunteer projects is tutoring          

immigrant children.  

Cecilia Nunez ‘16 

Carolina Lugo ‘89 
Valerie Murgia ‘15 

Anna Pulido Ferrera ‘79, has been appointed Deputy    

Secretary for Legislative Affairs and External Partnerships at 

the California Environmental Protection Agency by Governor 

Newsom. Anna has been a legislative advocate at Murdoch 

Walrath and Holmes since 2005, and become a partner in 

2017. In 2011, she founded the School Energy Coalition, 

serving as its executive director. Ferrera was policy and    

legislative director for Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny from 2003 to 2005, a  

consultant to the Senate Office of Research from 2000 to 2003 and consultant 

to the Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities and Communications in 2000. 

From 1995 to 1999, Ferrera served as a Senior Advisor in the U.S. Department  

of Energy. Ferrera is a member of California Women in Energy, the Association 

of Women in Water, Energy and Environment, and the California Latino Capitol 

Association Foundation. She earned a Master of Public Administration degree 

from the University of Southern California.  

 



 

MARRIAGES 
 

Stephanie De La Torre ‘02 to Erik Ortiz 
 

 

BIRTHS 
 

Kira Elizabeth, daughter of Michael and Joanna Barnheiser O’Neill ‘07 

Remy May, daughter of Christopher and Audrey Wolffe Castleberry ‘07 

Rémy May Castleberry 

Stephanie and Erik Ortiz 

Kira Elizabeth O’Neill 



 

 

 

. . . Taking Care of Family First 
 

Demands on your time and wallet increase daily,       

and it’s easy to become overwhelmed with all the     

obligations that come up. Perhaps one of the items on 

your to-do list is to send a donation to help support 

Ramona Convent Secondary School, but because you 

are already stretching your funds in many directions, 

you may not be as charitable as you would like at this 

time. 

 

. . . Keeping Your Cash Flow 
 

Adding a gift to your will or living trust could be the answer. By making a gift of your assets at your 

passing, there is no need to affect your current cash flow. And because the gift doesn’t go into effect 

until after your lifetime, you can change your mind at any time. 
 

If you wish to give us a percentage of what’s left of your estate after other beneficiaries have received 

their share, you can. By making a gift of a percentage of your estate, your gift will remain proportional 

to the size of your estate, no matter how it fluctuates.    

 

. . . Pledging Your Future Support 
 

In many cases, gifts in your will offer the best of both worlds. You can ensure that you have the money 

you need to support your family today, while helping ensure that Ramona Convent Secondary School 

continues to grow and thrive in the future.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© The Stelter Company 

The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in examples 

are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your individual 

results. 

For sample language to include a gift to Ramona Convent       

Secondary School in your will, simply contact: 

Yulanda N. Davis-Quarrie, Director of Institutional Advancement, 

626-282-4151  x113  or ydavis-quarrie@ramonaconvent.org 



 

Phyllis Floyd Rodgers ‘39 

Carmen Martinez Sandoval ‘39 

Frances Endsley Triolo ‘43 

Laura Davin Jensen ‘44, sister of Germaine Davin McElroy ‘36 

Mary Catherine Follen Hawley ‘45 

Frances Salazar Herzberg ‘47, sister of Margaret Salazar Small ‘47 

Gwendolen Reese Makowski ‘47, mother of Gwendolen Makoski ‘78 

Patricia DeShetler Flores ‘48, mother of Debra Flores Jahant ‘77 and Jacquelyn Flores Stilwell ‘78;  

sister of Nancy DeShetler Fehn ‘52 (RIP); aunt of Theresa Fehn Leung ‘78 and Mary Fehn Rodriguez ‘80 

Mary Alyce Lincoln Fry ‘50 

Kathleen Buchter Bozanszki ‘60, sister of Bonnie Buchter Stanio ‘57 and Nannette Buchter ‘70 

Judith Saunders Blackledge ‘64 

Linda Rand ‘64 

Benita Radigan ‘66 

Eloise Kostric Moran ‘70 

Ambrosia Duenes Bustamante ‘79 

Joy (Mariflor) Sumabat-Graff ‘87 

Mary Tomlinson Larsen ‘88 

   

 

Kathleen Carreon, mother of Lauren Carreon Polzin ‘03 and Elaine Carreon ‘06 

Carmen Castro, mother of Martha Castro Atkinson ‘74 

Carlos Correa, father of Sylvia Correa Vega ‘83 

Martha Dowd, mother of Betty Dowd Mendelovitz ‘67; mother-in-law of Theresa Cameron Dowd ‘78;  

grandmother of Lauren Dowd ‘12 

Sister Grace Dykzeul, SNJM (former faculty) 

Fred T. De Nisco, father of Nicole De Nisco ‘03 

Kathryn Garcia, mother of Cynthia Garcia-Uyenoyama ‘71 and Nina Garcia Sanchez ‘81; grandmother of 

Nadia Sanchez ‘10 

Martha E. Garcia, mother of Leticia Garcia Valenzuela ‘87; grandmother of Leilani Valenzuela Quintana ‘08, 

Lysandro Valenzuela ‘10 and Leiana Valenzuela ‘14. 

Corrine Guercioni, mother of Renee Guercioni ‘74 and Suzanne Guercioni ‘77 

Robert Lemire, brother of Betty Lemire Houston ‘62, Mary Ann Lemire Mattos ‘72 and Margie Lemire 

Shanahan ‘74 

William MacGillivray, brother of Sister Lois MacGillivray, SNJM ‘55 

Nello Maitano, father of Maria Maitano ‘75 

Ronald McDunn, husband of Lisa Tornatore McDunn ‘75 

Randy McFarland, husband of Laura Mellin McFarland ‘69; brother-in-law of Merry Mellin Rogers ‘72 

E. George Ricci, father of Claire Ricci ‘77, Elaine Ricci Garrison ‘79, and Ann Ricci ‘83 

Lillian Salazar, mother of Christine Salazar ‘71  and Dolores Salazar Cruz ‘76 

William Sanchez, husband of Vivian Castro-Sanchez ‘85 

Patrick James Savage, son of Rosemary Ruehle Savage ‘47 (RIP); brother of  Theresa Savage-Timmons ‘78, 

Peggy Savage ‘80, and Linda Savage ‘82 

Hernan Troya, father of Jacqueline Troya ‘80 

Abraham Van Den Broek, father of Debbie Van Den Broek Oliver ‘75 
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