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 MISSION  

STATEMENT 
 

 

Ramona Convent, a welcoming Catholic college-preparatory high school,  

sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, 

 graduates empowered, resilient, socially conscious young women prepared  

to meet the challenges of the 21st century global community. 

 

 
 

PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE 
 

        A Ramona Graduate is a… 

 A Woman of Faith 

 A Critical Thinker 

 An Effective Communicator 

 A Confident Leader 

 A Creative Problem Solver 

 Committed to Personal Growth 

 

 
 

SNJM  

CORE VALUES 
   
 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 

Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 

Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 

Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           

or living at the fringes of society. 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 

Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 

Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 

 

is published twice a year by 

Ramona Convent Secondary School. 

1701 W. Ramona Road 

Alhambra, California 91803 

(626) 282-4151 

(626) 281-0797 (fax) 

www.ramonaconvent.org 

 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 

we have eliminated the multiple copies of    

mailed to each household. Please 

contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151   

ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra copy 

or if you would prefer to receive your copy   

electronically.  

 

Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 

most accurate and up-to-date information in all 

of our publications. However, unintentional errors 

may appear. As a result, we ask you to contact 

the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  

the event that there are any factual errors. We will 

correct these errors in the next publication. We 

appreciate the interests and concerns of our 

readers and welcome any assistance toward 

achieving our goals. 
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Cover Photo: 

Margaret Mooney Whalen ’40 celebrated her 80
th

 reunion at Homecoming 

2020 with Ramona freshmen Kiley Castro, Maya Hernandez, and Carolina 

Torres. Margaret proudly shared that she still has her "letter" for softball, as 

well as stars for three other sports. She can tell many stories of her long 

life; however, a favorite memory is being a telegraph operator on the  

communications band in San Francisco when the charter of the United 

Nations was signed. She shook hands with all the distinguished world  

leaders present for that auspicious event. We are so grateful for Margaret's 

loyalty and generosity over the last 80 years! 



Dear Friends, 

 

Hope is being able to see that there 

is light despite all of the darkness. 

                                        (Desmond Tutu) 
 

This is not the message I thought I would be writing when we began to plan 

this issue back in January.  The daily reports about the ravages of the         

coronavirus and the accompanying count of infected and deceased people is 

depressing to say the least.  On the other hand, the stories of heroic medical 

personnel, essential workers, and corporations and individuals stepping up to 

fabricate ventilators and sew masks are not only heartwarming, but a bright 

light and a beacon of hope. 
 

Here at Ramona we have the sadness and loneliness of a quiet campus with no 

students and teachers, but we have a dedicated staff carrying on the school’s business 

and a maintenance team cleaning and sanitizing from top to bottom.  Our competent  

and committed teachers have risen to the challenge of teaching in new ways and are   

using and sharing with each other different technologies while providing challenging and 

engaging lessons for our students.  Though they would much rather be here at school  

our girls are resilient and creative.  Not only are their lessons being completed, but they 

enlist our community in a variety of fun activities too – have you ever seen an online  spirit 

week or virtual talent show? 
 

When thinking of the questions, challenges, and uncertainties, I try to think of all the  

good things that have happened since January.  To mention only a few: 

 We admitted a wonderful group of young women for the class of 2024. 

 Our seniors are receiving lots of college acceptances. 

 Our robotics team did very well in all the competitions they entered. 

 Our soccer team had a winning season and were league champions. 

 We had the largest crowd at Homecoming that we’ve had in recent years. 

 Our online La Fete and Hawaii raffle had generous support from all of you.  
 

The worst part of this for me is the uncertainty – the unanswered questions.  Will we be 

able to go back to regular school?  Will we have graduation? Will we have summer school 

and summer camp?  Will our Strawberry Day of Giving produce results?  All of this brings 

to mind the words of the poet Rilke: 
 

Be patient towards all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love                                   

the questions themselves. 

Live the questions now. Perhaps you will find them gradually, without                 

noticing it, live along some distant day into the answer. 
 

May all of us live with the questions, and also with a deep sense of gratitude! 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 
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Dear Ramona Family, 

 

As I write this letter, we are continuing our online learning classes in response 

to the rapidly changing circumstances of the world-wide COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

At Ramona, our young women learn to “integrate academic excellence,  

spiritual depth, personal integrity, and leadership skills as they prepare to 

meet the challenges of a global society.”   
 

Our challenges today are truly global, and this community’s willingness to rise 

to these challenges fills me with pride. I am grateful to be part of a Catholic, 

Holy Names community that lives the values of community and hospitality 

every day.  
 

As we have all adjusted to these rapidly changing circumstances, I’ve been 

constantly inspired by our students’ resilience, flexibility and compassion for others as  

they have had to accept disappointment because of the cancellation of cherished events, 

remain physically separated from their beloved friends and Ramona community, and adapt 

to new ways of learning.  
 

Our courageous teachers, counselors, administration and staff have stepped up with     

creative and engaging lessons to spark meaningful learning. And, while we have been 

physically apart, we have not been spiritually and emotionally distant. Daily prayer, funny 

announcements, Google Meets, and even an online Spirit Week have kept us connected. 
  

In this issue of Ramona Magazine, I hope you enjoy reading about how developing        

our students’ God-given potential is always at the core of our mission—whatever the    

circumstances.  
 

No matter what is happening in the world, let our faith and our Ramona community be a 

consolation to us, and let us continue to pray for each other, our world, and for health and 

healing for all.  

 

With love,   

 
 

Mary E. Mansell 

Principal 

 

 

 

 



Excerpt: Chronicles, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Convent, 

   Oakland CA 
 

October 18   Quarantine   Today an order issued by the 

Board of Health obliges us to dismiss the day scholars  

attending the departments of the College of the Holy 

Names and close our Parochial Schools until we are freed 

from dread epidemic of Influenza, which is carrying off so 

many victims here and elsewhere. 

October 27   Second Week of Quarantine   Since the 

18
th

 of the month, when we were obliged to dismiss our 

day scholars, and close our day schools, we have kept 

strict isolation and observed every precaution against   

influenza. American Red Cross masks of white gauze have 

been worn by all, - sisters, pupils, those engaged in the 

domestic service, and even by the priests who came to say 

Mass, or hear confessions. Thus far we have been entirely 

free from the epidemic. As much as possible Sisters and 

pupils are keeping in the open air for work and study, and 

the classes are being conducted outside. 

October 29   Call for Our Assistance   The distress in so 

many homes and the crowded condition of the hospitals 

has summoned helpers from every rank of life, and today 

we received a call to come to the aid of the Christian 

Brothers’ boys at Peralta Hall, Berkeley. Sixty-five boys 

have been stricken, and the nurses in attendance being 

Christian Scientists, the situation was deplorable. Our 

Mother Provincial answered the summons with all charity. 

Sister M. Rosaura, a certified nurse before her entry, gave 

lessons in the care of the sick to selected Sisters, and four 

Sisters from St. Mary’s School and three from the Oakland 

house have gone to meet the emergency at St. Joseph’s 

School, Berkeley. The Sisters will attend the patients during 

the day, and return at evening to St. Mary’s School.      

Protected by masks and wearing white cover-all aprons 

and white veils, they will devote themselves to the sick 

boys, while using every precaution themselves to avoid 

contagion. 

November 13   Letter of Grateful Acknowledgement 

Today, our superior Provincial received a letter, of which 

the following is a copy, voicing the gratitude of all con-

cerned for the timely aid given by our Sisters: 

St. Joseph’s Academy 

Peralta Park 

Berkeley, California 

November 13, 1918 

Mother M. Symphorosa, 

Provincial Superior 

Oakland, California 
 

My dear Mother Provincial, 

        Now that our trying ordeal is nearly over and 

we have a breathing spell I hasten to thank you 

from the bottom of my heart for the very kind and 

very great assistance rendered by your good, pious, 

edifying and most zealous Sisters to us in caring for 

our dear little boys in their recent serious sickness. 

Their presence was a God-send to us. I don’t know 

what we would have done without them. They 

cheered our afflicted little ones and encouraged all 

of us, and we can never be grateful enough for all 

they did for us. Be assured their kindness and edify-

ing piety will long be remembered by the boys and 

the Brothers of St. Joseph’s Academy. We are con-

vinced that by their wise   and intelligent care of the 

children we escaped very serious consequences. The 

Sisters worked hard from early morning till late in 

the evening and we trust they have had an oppor-

tunity to rest up before having to take up the severe 

work of the classroom again. 

               On behalf of the Brothers and boys of the    

Academy I wish to testify our appreciation and  

gratitude by making a slight offering to the      

Community of the good Sisters who so generously 

sacrificed themselves and their time for our good. 

Use it for their spiritual and physical well being and 

may God bless and reward them superabundantly. 
 

 Very truly yours in J. M. J., 

 Brother Zenophon – Director  

 

Before technology and communication innovations, the Sisters in each convent kept detailed 

Chronicles — every event, every visitor, every celebration, etc.  Ramona’s Chronicles have 

been very helpful in answering questions and providing insight into our past.  A Holy Names 

sister has researched the chronicles of various convents at the time of the 1918 Influenza   

Epidemic. The following contains a few excerpts from the Convent of the Sacred Heart by Lake 

Merritt in Oakland. This eventually became Holy Names University. Convent of the Sacred Heart 



November 20   Masks off Temporarily   Today, another 

great wave of joy swept over us when we were permitted 

to discard our masks till the day pupils return. Our hymn 

of gratitude is still ascending to God for our preservation. 

At least three papers have spread this good tiding, for 

which we are thanking God. 

November 25   Reopening of Parochial Schools   In  

accordance with the decision of the Catholic Superinten-

dent of Schools, Rev. Ralph Hunt, our Parochial Schools 

reopened today. The attendance was most satisfactory. 

Both teachers and pupils wore masks. The Sisters report 

most favorable health conditions in the homes of the   

pupils. 

December 31   In all future ages the year 1918 will be  

remembered as the year of the end of the Great War, and 

as a year of anxiety, sickness and mourning, as well as of 

gladness and triumph. Singing our Te Deum we thanked 

God for the blessings and mercies of this year, also for the 

crosses and sufferings which have drawn countless souls 

nearer to God and brought peace to the world.      

Excerpt: Chronicles, Ramona Convent of the Holy Names,  

                Alhambra, CA 

 

December 20, 1918   Pupils Leave for Christmas       

Holidays With hearts full of Christmas joy, a happy band 

left today for the holidays. While wishing them God speed 

and a happy vacation, our hearts were filled with gratitude 

to the good God who had so far preserved us from the 

universal plague. It was almost incredible that not a single 

case had developed in our big household.  
 

January 9, 1919   Pupils Return   Last evening we       

perceived that two of the pupils complained of headaches 

and signs of the disease were evident. 
 

January 10   Some ten or twelve new patients were 

brought to our newly improvised infirmary.  The following 

day some ten or twelve more were registered until finally 

was reached the appalling number of fifty-seven, besides 

fourteen or fifteen Sisters. Every precaution was taken to 

prevent the spread of the disease. The house was closed 

to all outsiders, business being transacted by means of the 

telephone. The entire east wing being used as an infirmary,  

and Sisters who had never before had experience in that 

department, developed within a few days into first class 

nurses. The newly formed corps was headed by Sister   

Superior herself whose efficient directions enabled us soon 

to stamp out the disease. The daily visits of the Doctor, 

who was called in the first day, brought genuine encour-

agement. Going from bed to bed in his daily rounds, he 

spoke with fatherly kindness to each little sufferer. Many 

times did the kind doctor express hearty satisfaction with 

the splendid handling of the patients under the care of 

Sister Superior and her corps of newly professed nurses. 

Ramona Convent of the Holy Names was also affected by the Influenza, although it struck southern California later in 

the year.  The Sister who was responsible for maintaining the Chronicles writes eloquently of hope, loss, and restoration. 

January 11   Death of a Pupil   In the midst of these trials 

we record the death of Erma Gray, aged thirteen years. 

Going home on Sunday with what seemed to be a slight 

cold, there was nothing apparent that would indicate that 

death was near. But so rapidly did the symptoms develop, 

that before the fourth day had passed, death claimed our 

first and only victim.  
 

February 1   Classes Resumed   Conditions at last proving 

favorable with influenza symptoms disappearing,        

quarantine removed, churches and schools by doctors  

approval once more opened. The pupils who had gone    

to their homes return to us today in excellent spirits ready 

to re-commence the quest of knowledge, and all take to 

their books with cheerful diligence. The energy evinced by 

the High School students particularly, bids fair to bring 

satisfactorily results for the time remaining in the term. 

Ramona students in 1919 



“Each small task leads us to consider questions 

of beauty and meaning. It is my hope that all our 

work reflects both the wonder and challenges we 

encounter on the way.” 

           ~Ms. Averill 

 

THE CORE VALUES of the Sisters of the Holy Names are 

an integral part of the curriculum and culture of Ramona. 

At the heart of many of those core values is social justice, 

the belief that social justice is actionable on every level of 

daily life is a concept that Ramona students encounter 

over and over regardless of the academic discipline they 

are studying. 
 

For example, how is social justice incorporated into      

Ramona’s Visual and Performing Arts program? Many  

visual arts assignment topics have been linked to social 

justice issues. Students are encouraged to let their art-

work speak to issues that concern them.  In the past, the 

ceramics classes have participated in the “Empty Bowls” 

project where their handmade bowls were donated to a 

local fundraising meal. There are plans for a future 

“Hunger Banquet” on campus to increase student aware-

ness and for which the ceramics students would make 

bowls.  
 

This year the repertoire of the choirs and bells Spring 

Concert theme included music with a focus on justice and 

peace. Although the Spring Concert was cancelled as a 

result of COVID-19, students continue to collaborate 

online. 
 

Drama teacher Tracy Clavin uses her class as a lab for  

students to explore of the development of empathy,     

not just in playing characters different from themselves 

but also in the context of changing cultural norms and 

expectations.   

 

By its very nature, social Justice and theatre at Ramona  

go hand in hand. Our Theatre Department is focused not 

only on sharing thoughtful and compelling productions 

with our community, but also on giving our students op-

portunities to play and create characters that, in a more 

conventional setting, might not be available to them. The 

process of successfully creating a play production with   

an ensemble can only happen within a ‘safe space.’ Our 

artistic laboratory is a space where students know that 

they can take artistic risks and not be concerned about 

getting it right the first or fourth time around. A place 

where the most important thing is to trust in one another. 

By its very nature, theatre tears down walls, builds        

empathy, encourages curiosity, educates, and bridges 

gaps between the ‘other’ and ourselves. No better place 

for that than in an artistically safe space where the goal is 

to share with our audience the findings of our collective 

exploration.   
 

Our Dance program introduces students to dance forms 

from a variety of cultures thereby fostering learning and 

respect. 
 

Students in the Digital Media Design/Yearbook class to 

document the service and social justice activities  of our 

students both on and off campus. 
 

Social justice also applies to being a good citizen of our 

global community. Although they know they have an   

unlimited supply of materials, our Ramona students   

practice conservation and responsibility with our           

resources, including water. 

The Core Values of the Sisters of the Holy Names  

play an important part in our young women’s education 

SAMANTHA GONZALEZ ‘19 focused on the issue of   

the voicelessness of women in her AP portfolio. She used 

surrealist imagery to focus on how women can be 

trapped/controlled which then mutes their authentic 

voice. Her final work illustrates that women are encultur-

ated to silence themselves and urges her fellow students 

to speak out. 



RAMONA recently welcomed a team of educators to   

our campus to assess our students’ achievement, our  

programs and our progress in achieving our goals as   

part of our six-year cycle of accreditation by the Western 

Association of Schools and Colleges and the Western 

Catholic Education Association.  

 

After carefully reviewing our self-study and data library, 

the team spent four days observing classes, analyzing  

data, and conversing with teachers, students, staff, school 

leaders, parents, and the Board of Trustees.   

 

In their report to the Accrediting Commission, the team 

ranked every aspect of Ramona’s program as 

“Commendable,” which is the highest possible rating.  

Ramona’s Catholic identity, organizational structures, 

curriculum and teaching and learning strategies,     

student support, stewardship, and plans for the future 

were cited as exemplary. 

 

The Visiting Team specifically highlighted Ramona’s 

“genuine and noteworthy” commitment to our Catholic, 

Holy Names mission and philosophy, the expertise of the 

faculty, the commitment to “deep, rigorous, and relevant” 

learning, as well as the “vitality and positive energy” of 

our co-curricular and student programs.   

 

Looking to future, the accreditation team lauded the 

“thoughtful, stable and responsible planning” of the 

school leadership and the Board of Trustees as well as 

Ramona’s “school-wide culture of ongoing growth and 

improvement” and “equitable access to a rigorous       

education through increased financial support.”   

 

In 1913, Ramona was one of the first schools in California 

to be accredited—and we’ve been continuously accredit-

ed ever since. We’re grateful for the leadership of Halina 

Szymanski, Associate Principal, and the thoughtful       

participation of teachers, staff, students, parents, alumnae 

and board members who shared their experiences, gave 

feedback about the present and helped us envision our 

future.  



“After getting through the initial excitement of seeing 

friends and their teacher, my students have been    

incredibly responsive to engaging in online discussions 

and asking questions during design tutorials. They've 

been given assignments that help them see the silver 

lining of our situation such as photographing everyday 

items in their home and around them and presenting 

them as an artistic piece of artwork.”  

   Mrs. Veronica Fernandez’ 00 

   Digital Media Design 

ONLINE LEARNING  - O

We are so proud of our teachers and students.  Because of their creativity and technological savvy, learning has continued,  

differently, yet meaningfully. Although we are physically apart, classes, daily prayer, announcements, Spirit Week, the Talen

Show, and online club meetings continue to bring us together. We are even planning an online retreat for the Juniors!

“I enjoy creating new critical thinking activities 

that students can complete online.  I feel more 

connected to students when I see their smiles 

individually online than in a crowded class-

room. With Zoom Conferencing, I can divide 

students into small groups and place them 

into individual break-out rooms.  When I enter 

the rooms, it brings me joy to see how hard 

students are working.  This capability  allows 

me to give students plenty  of attention with-

out being interrupted by other groups.   

   Mrs. Aulikki Flagan 

   Science 

   
Ramona’s Enrollment Team held a lunchtime club meeting 

for their Student Ambassadors. Mrs. Veronica Puente-

Smith ’79 shared, “Ninety students were in attendance and 

it was wonderful to see them all interacting regardless of 

their grade level. If they don't have classes together, they 

don't get to see each other daily as they usually do on 

campus so it was great to give them a few minutes at     

the beginning of the call to share what they've been up   

to. We have students who have been learning to cook;  

one is learning to roller skate; many have been catching  

up on much-needed rest; and another is learning how to 

speak Korean, among many other exciting ways to take 

advantage of their extra time.”  

            Ms. Michelle Herrera 

            Theology 

 



 

ONLINE LEARNING  - OUR NEW CLASSROOM 

We are so proud of our teachers and students.  Because of their creativity and technological savvy, learning has continued,     

differently, yet meaningfully. Although we are physically apart, classes, daily prayer, announcements, Spirit Week, the Talent 

Show, and online club meetings continue to bring us together. We are even planning an online retreat for the Juniors! 

"The experience is new and fluid. I was not 

quite sure if all of my students would be 

online when the class went "live." In these 

first weeks all of my students have been 

present and producing quality work." 

                Mr. Eddie Cortez 

                            Math & Social Studies 
 

“Ceramics is now multimedia/recycled material 

sculpture. Masks are being created out of cereal 

boxes, TP tubes, and paper plates. Esther Xu, who  

is in quarantine in a hotel room in China, joined us 

for class in the middle of her night.  Her mask was 

constructed out of paper and a drinking straw she 

found in the hotel room. Everyone is adapting 

through trial and error to create their vision.” 

   Ms. Maggie Averill 

   Art & Ceramics 

Created by: Mrs. Alma Garcia 

                   Math 

  Ms. Val Green 

             Social Studies 



Another Amazing Year for Ramona Sports! 
 

Go Tigers...Go Tigers...Go Tigers... 

FALL SEASON 
 

This past fall season was another great season. Varsity 

Volleyball went 13-10 in their season and 5-5 in league.  

JV and Frosh both had great seasons as well and really 

developed a team dynamic. They had great competition 

and cannot wait until the next season begins. Coach    

Angel, Coach Briana, Coach Pearl, and Coach Henri Lee 

are already strategizing ways to help lead the teams to 

another great season this fall.  Cross Country took second 

in league and went all the way to CIF-Southern Section 

Finals. Ramona placed in the top 20 for Division 5 (Small 

Schools Division) which was an improvement over last 

year's Finals. Coach Ramiro and Ms. Lamas were extremely 

proud of the hard work that each of the runners put in.  
 

WINTER SEASON 
 

This year we had a new basketball coach, TC who worked 

with Coach Robert Lee to create a dynamic duo. Both 

teams fought hard all season and showed what they could 

do on the court. Varsity Basketball tied for second in the 

league and made it to the first round of playoffs. Soccer 

Coach Ramiro and Assistant Coach Kellee led the girls to  

a   Horizon League Soccer title with a 10-0 league record 

which took them to the first round of playoffs. The last 

time we took the league title was in 1999. We now have 

our banner up to date! Both basketball and soccer had 

tough schedules this season but were determined to fight 

hard until the end of the season.  
 

SPRING SEASON 
 

Although the spring season was ultimately cut short  be-

cause of COVID-19, all of the teams excelled. We had two 

Soccer 

Cross Country 

JV Volleyball 
Varsity 

 Volleyball 



new softball coaches this year. Head Coach was Coach 

Sergio and his assistant was Coach Josh. The girls were off 

to a great start and had a record of 4-4 in the preseason. 

Captain Kiley Kraft '20 noted "I love Ramona softball be-

cause I have a supporting team and coaching staff that 

always have my back. Softball has always been my outlet. 

Some important things I always tell my team are to never 

settle as well as always wanting it." Both coaches were 

very happy with the progress the students made.  
 

Track and Field was off to a great start to their season and 

was 2-0 in league. The girls participated in the annual St. 

Paul Track Invitational and came back with several medals. 

Coach Ramiro, the leader of the coaching staff for track, 

had high hopes for the team this year. They were on their 

way to having another successful season.  
 

We also had two new swim coaches, Head Coach Britt  

and Assistant Coach Fish. Coach Britt shared, "I have     

had the wonderful opportunity to become a part of the 

Ramona Tigers family as the new swim coach. Although 

short, this season has had many great moments. One  

such reoccurring moment that happened this season was 

watching the joy on the swimmer’s faces when they     

realized that they had broken a team record.“ 

"My favorite thing about Ramona Track 

is how close knit our team is. We work 

hard, try our best at competitions, and 

cheer each other on."  

                                 Gloria Fernandez ‘20 

Softball 

Track & Field 

Varsity Volleyball 

JV Volleyball 

Frosh Volleyball 



With La Fête, our annual Auction Dinner-Dance, rapidly approaching on 

March 28, combined with the inadvisability of hosting a large gathering, 

Ramona made the decision mid-month to move it to an online auction.   

It proved to be a wise choice and very successful! Kudos to Special Events 

Coordinator, Kelsey Davidson ‘02, who did an outstanding job creating 

the auction website and artistically displaying the items up for bid in a 

very short amount of time.  

 

Each year at La Fête, we honor three Ramona graduates as our             

Distinguished Alumnae.  This year our honorees are: 

 

Deborah Taylor Lilly ‘69 - Education 

Delia Carbajal Hauser ’79 - Entrepreneurship 

Sirithon Thanasomsombat ‘95 - Law/Social Justice 

 

These women will be honored next year at La Fête on March 20, 2021. 

 

We are grateful to everyone who donated items, sponsored, purchased 

ads, and joined us for our first online auction. Thank you! 



Thank You to Our Sponsors and Advertisers 

Platinum Sponsors 

The Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 

Payden & Rygel 

Maureen Bateman ‘51 

 

Gold Sponsors 

Kathleen & Michael Garvey 

Therese Verdugo Bentley ‘75 

 

Silver Sponsors 

Arthur & Victoria Dominguez ‘77 

 

Event Underwriters 

 

 

 

Advertisers 

Therese Verdugo Bentley on behalf of the Class of '75 

Green Street Restaurant - The Hawkins Family 

Global Product Sourcing - Mary Cassidy Keith '75 

Anthony Venti Realtors, Inc. 

MR Electric 

Slater Builders 

Crestwood Communities - Kitty Garvey, Ramona Board Member 

SNJM – US Ontario Province 

SNJM – Southern California Mission Center 

Peggy Foran Senneff '72 

Silver Spur Resort 

Payden & Rygel 

Mijares Mexican Restaurant 

CKW Uniforms 

International Promotions - Linda Riley Swick ‘76 

 

Please show your appreciation by patronizing our generous auction donors! 

Cecilia Matthews ‘48 

Marie Feeney ‘53 

Tina Fogliani ‘61 

Mary Cassidy Keith ‘75  

Ida Torres ‘89 

Philip & Christina Soto 

Kay Paietta 

Alhambra Rotary 



THOSE WHO knew her know how true these 

words of Sister Collette’s are: “Mother Rose has 

been a constant source of guidance and help  

during my entire life.”  She was immensely proud 

of sharing the October 6 birthdate with Blessed 

Marie-Rose and that her religious name had been 

“Eulalie Rose.”  She spoke often of our foundress  

and invoked her intersession in prayer.  From the 

time she arrived at Ramona in the fall of 1969 to 

begin her sixteen year ministry here, she became 

a favorite teacher with Ramona girls.  As a    

teacher in both the social studies and religion  

departments, she had definite “rules” in her classroom – but     

students recall they were enforced with fairness and kindness.  

Tardiness, chewing gum, out of uniform or missing assignments 

were not to be tolerated. For much of her time here, Sister was 

also a senior class moderator. Though it was time consuming, she 

was quoted as saying that she “feels it is important to be close to 

the girls she teaches.”  This is probably what led the Class of   

1985 to dedicate their yearbook to her.  Self-effacing as she was, 

Collette had a way of making an impression, one way or another.  

As one student said: “She was for real.”  Henri Lee, who at the time 

he first met Collette was a brand new social studies teacher at  

Ramona, said this: “Collette showed me what a professional  

teacher really was.  She was a real mentor.”  Forty-one years later 

Henri is still at Ramona. Clearly Collette did a good job. 
 

Collette could also be described as a risk taker who many times in 

her life stepped out of her comfort zone, sometimes because of 

community needs or requests, but other times out of her strong 

conviction and desire to help out and make life better for others.  

She went from teaching primary grades to teaching high school; 

she learned Italian when an Italian teacher was needed; she spent 

a month of her sabbatical contributing to the Sisters’ ministry in 

Tutwiler, Mississippi by teaching for the GED and tutoring        

children in the after school program.  When she retired from    

active ministry she spent time writing, calling and emailing       

political representatives in Sacramento and Washington, DC,    

advocating for various social justice initiatives. 
 

At the end of her autobiography, she says, “It has truly been a 

good time.”  It has indeed, Collette, and our hearts are full of  

gratitude to and for you. 
 

(Adapted from the funeral eulogy given by Cynthia Canning, SNJM) 

Sister Collette Carroll, SNJM 
 

October 26, 1928 - January 19, 2020 



We are grateful to those who supported La Fête 

online—however we only raised around half of 

what the live event would have raised. 

 

We rely on our fundraiser and our annual appeal 

for operational support.  Currently a little over half 

of our students are counting 

on tuition assistance to   

continue their education 

here at Ramona. This year, 

instead of a written appeal, 

we will be reaching out to 

you online and through   

social media to ask for your 

support of Ramona and our 

young women. 

 

Your gift in any amount will 

make a difference for our 

annual fund (Ramona Fund)      

or the various scholarship 

funds. You might also push your class to the top  

of the leaderboard!  We are counting both the 

number of participants and total gifts.  So, we are 

relying on each of you!   

 

God bless you. Be safe and be well. 

 
 

 

Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 

President 

At Ramona we are alive and well but missing the 

students and teachers as they work from home. 

Even the squirrels are lonely and working harder to 

eat because there are no lunches or scraps left 

around from the students. 

 

We are coming up on a day   

of celebration – Strawberry 

Day. Many of you may        

remember being treated to 

strawberries or strawberry ice 

cream or strawberry short  

cake to celebrate the day the 

Holy Names Sisters arrived in     

California in 1868. 

 

From our foundation, our   

mission has been to educate 

young women – following the 

inspiration of our foundress 

Blessed Marie-Rose Durocher, 

we have been doing that here at Ramona for 130 

years.   

 

We have chosen Strawberry Day as an annual  

Day of Giving. This year, perhaps more than ever, 

we need your support. The coronavirus illness that 

is ravaging our country and our world has had its 

impact at Ramona too.  Thankfully, no one has  

become ill; however, with the prohibition against 

large gatherings we were forced to cancel our 

largest fundraiser – La Fête.  

 

For further information, please email: strawberrydayofgiving@ramonaconvent.org  

or call Yulanda Davis-Quarrie, Director of Institutional Advancement at (626) 282-4151 x113 

24-hour giving will begin at midnight May 10th and close at midnight May 11th 
 

To make a donation to Strawberry Day of Giving, please use this link:  
 

strawberrydayofgiving.ramonaconvent.org  
 

#supportramonaforlife    #strawberrydayofgiving 

https://strawberrydayofgiving.ramonaconvent.org


Class reunions are as diverse as the classes themselves!  Many classes 

celebrate at a private home or local restaurant the weekend of Ramona's 

annual Alumnae Weekend celebration which is held the first weekend 

in March. Recently, many classes have been holding mini-reunions. 

Whatever your class chooses to do, it's a good way to reconnect with 

old friends! 
 

If you need to stick to a budget or just want to take a walk down 

memory lane, consider having your reunion here at Ramona. The Holy 

Family Room, Junior Living Room, or Pavilion/Fountain area can         

accommodate different size groups and you will not have the time   

constraints or expense that renting a banquet room does. Some classes 

have celebrated by having a family picnic in Rose Heath. 
 

In today’s busy world, it’s difficult to find the time to organize a reunion. 

We recommend using the Homecoming Mass and Luncheon as your 

reunion celebration day. Individual classes are seated together so you 

can just sit back and enjoy each other’s company! Organizing your    

reunion is the responsibility of the class itself. The Alumnae Office     

provides information, answers questions, makes catering recommenda-

tions, and happily connects you with other alumnae who have recently     

organized their own reunions. 
 

This is how we can help your reunion be a successful one: 

   Provide the class list for your invitation outreach. 

   Advertise the date in Ramona Magazine, the alumnae e-newsletter, 

    and on our website. 

   If you are having your reunion here on campus, we will do the 

    room set-up and arrange for access to the campus. 
 

For more information, please contact:  
  

Julie C. Huntley '72 

Director of Alumnae Relations 

(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 



“NO ONE CAN BEAT our reunions!” - that was the    

consensus among the fifty Class of 1999 alums who    

returned to campus to party, well, like it’s 1999!  On   

Saturday, September 28, 2019, we dressed in our best 

black and bling to celebrate our 20 year reunion!  The 

forecasted rain moved the celebration inside to the Holy 

Family Room (which was decorated to match the black 

and bling theme!).   
 

Everyone had their phones out capturing the evening as 

our class enjoyed dancing, great food, a photo booth 

and some special themed cocktails named after a few of 

our favorite teachers (the Mr. Grey Goose or the Ravin’ 

Flagan anyone?).  We were grateful to have some of our 

classmates fly in from out of state just for the event!  Mrs. 

Flagan, Ms. Mansell, Julie Huntley and Sister Kathleen 

also joined our celebration.   
 

Even though we have not reunited since our 10 year   

reunion, our class didn’t skip a beat - Ramona rings were 

worn with pride, “Survivors” reminisced, photos (and 

more photos) were taken, laughter filled the HFR and 

there was lots of dancing as the DJ spun our favorite  

90’s tunes.  One of the highlights of the evening was 

when  Adeliz Garcia took us down a trip through memory 

lane reminding us how special it was to attend Ramona  

in the 90’s.  

Social media helped keep us connected in the 20 years 

since we graduated and it helped bring us together for 

this event.  In the days leading up to our reunion you 

could feel the excitement as our class posted flashback 

photos from our Ramona days and our 10 year reun-

ion!  After the reunion, we were able to share the 

evening’s photos and tag each other.  Our giant group 

chat couldn’t stop raving about what a great night it was 

and how strong the Ramona sisterhood bond is even  

after 20 years!  Although social media helped bring us 

together, it was coming together in the Holy Family 

Room, sharing warm hugs, laughter, and connecting in 

person after 20 years that made the reunion so special.   
 

Because our reunion was so successful, the Class of 1999 

was able to make a generous gift to the Ramona Convent 

Scholarship Fund!   
 

Special thank you to my fellow reunion committee   

members Adeliz, Claudine, Eva and Marie for helping   

put together a great and memorable event!   And thank 

you to the Ramona Alumnae office who assisted our 

committee in our months of planning.  We can’t wait to 

see you at the next one!   

    ~Michelle Del Rio ‘99 



Basketball 

Soccer 

Softball 

Volleyball 

Alumnae athletes return for some friendly competition 

 

Back again by popular request, alumnae, their    

families, and friends met at Ramona on Saturday, 

January 4, for soccer and basketball games and on 

Saturday, February 29, for volleyball and softball 

games versus our current student athletes. The 

alumnae brought their determination, and, despite 

the age difference, showed our student athletes the 

meaning of “spirited competition.”  
 

provides an           

opportunity for alumnae and our current students 

to interact and get to know each other. The two 

events are sponsored by the Ramona Alumnae and 

Athletic Departments.  
 

Dates for the 2021 games will be announced 

through social media. 



Alumnae Weekend and Homecoming 2020 
March 6 & 7, 2020 

 

“I hadn't been on campus for quite some time, but my friend Devin Arias '03, made 

me promise I would attend! We interact every day on social media, but haven't    

seen each other in person since high school! However, that's the funny thing about 

Ramona, it was as if time had never passed. We instantly connected with classmates, 

favorite teachers and staff, and shared our favorite stories and updates. There was so 

much energy in that room, I had to capture it by taking this picture. Now more than 

ever, I'm so grateful for this moment to see friends in person. Thank you for hosting a 

wonderful event.” 

                              ~Valeria De Luna ‘04 

Happy Hour - Friday, March 6, 2020 
 

Our alumnae attendees ranged from the Class of 1962 to the Class of 2010. Many were         

celebrating significant reunions and many others were here because they enjoy attending      

this annual event. (If you look very closely, you can see Sister Vera in the first row!) 



Homecoming Mass and Luncheon 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 
 

We were delighted to welcome Ramona alumnae who were 

celebrating their 80th, 70th, 69th, 68th, 67th, 65th and 

more! The day began with a Mass of Thanksgiving in the 

Junior Living Room followed by a luncheon in the Holy   

Family Room. Eighty-year reunion celebrant, Margaret 

Mooney Whalen ‘40, who was joined by her daughter 

Maureen, was recognized by Sister Kathleen Callaway who 

presented her with a bouquet of, what else, yellow roses. 

Our Golden Girls, the Class of 1970, were awarded pins 

commemorating their 50th reunion by our principal, Ms. 

Mary E. Mansell. Following tradition, the luncheon ended 

with the singing of the Alma Mater. 
 

Several classes have begun to use the Homecoming   

luncheon as a convenient and enjoyable way to get       

together on a yearly basis. We invite you to do the same! 
 

Alumnae Weekend always occurs  

the first weekend in March.  

All Ramona Alumnae are welcome! 

1969 

1955 

1951,1952 



1970 

1940 

1990 
2000 



1950 
Joyce Burke-Estel ‘50 shared that her 

class put on the play “Anne of Green 

Gables.” 

Mariana Tkach Gorris ‘50 is working 

as a travelling Notary Public and is on 

the Board of a professional organiza-

tion. She recalls  “I loved my time at 

Ramona. Especially the friendship of 

the girls and the wonderful nuns. My 

best times were the sports. I was lucky 

enough to be on the varsity teams.” 

 

Eileen Hainley Sauer ‘50 remembers 

“When I was registering to attend  

Ramona, I slid down the back stairs 

and Sister Christine the Registrar said 

‘Was that some body or some thing?’  

I dearly loved my four years at        

Ramona and the love and friendships 

offered by the Holy Names. I had so 

many special teachers.” 

 

1957 
Olga Mejia Blanthorne ‘57 is retired 

and now does volunteer work at the 

St. Vincent de Paul, St. Christopher’s 

Church, and the La Mirada Performing 

Arts Center.  She is currently recover-

ing from breast cancer and has been 

widowed for ten years. She misses the 

old chapel and walking along “Pepper 

Walk.” 

ALUMNAE UPDATES & MEMORIES 

 1965 
Mary Anne Barnheiser ‘65 still works 

at Ramona part-time as the Director 

of Academic Services.  She and  her 

husband moved to a 55+ active com-

munity in Beaumont with “tons of 

wonderful things to do.” 

 

1967 
Margaret Tobin Fullinwider ‘67 has 

been married forty-two years and  

enjoyed a career teaching high school 

mathematics. She has two daughters 

and five grandchildren. “Many lessons 

were learned and values throughout 

my life: loyalty, independence, caring, 

responsibility, and to love life with all 

its craziness.” 

 

1970 
Cathy Connolly ‘70 has two sons   

and  has retired after forty-two years 

in the insurance business. She lives 

out in the country just west of Fort 

Worth, Texas. She is now a foster   

rescue mom for abandoned Great  

Pyrenees dogs.  

1978 
Julie Martini-Wharton ‘78 has spent 

30-years in Healthcare that has reaped 

rewards at home and in a career as 

medical technical consultant for film, 

TV and stage. See her guest perfor-

mance on Grey’s Anatomy Season 2 

Episode 10 playing Dr. Grey’s Scrub 

Nurse during the five premature    

babies c-section delivery.  

    
 

Mary Anne Barnheiser ‘65 has just    

published another book available on 

Amazon under her pen name of 

Mary Anne Spiller.  PEACE AND  

BALANCE is a compilation of  pray-

ers and poems for high school 

teachers; it includes accompanying 

photographs from her travels.  She 

conceived the idea after regularly 

composing these short pieces for 

Ramona faculty meetings.  The book 

is available in color paperback, black

-and-white paperback, and Kindle 

versions.  

Julie Martini-Wharton ‘78 celebrating 

with her daughter, Natalie Elizabeth 

Wharton, at the Herbert Wertheim 

College of Medicine White Jacket   

Ceremony Class of 2022.  

 

Joyce and classmate Anne Park Kraemer 



1983 
Estela Castillo ‘83 remembers the 

elevator in the old building, the attic, 

and eating by the Snack Shack (Davey 

Jones) in a circle on the floor. 

“Everyone thought I was going to be  

a nun when I mentioned I went to  

Ramona Convent.” 
 

Renee M. G. Chavez ‘83 currently 

works for the City of West Covina.  

She recalls when her parents brought 

her here one Saturday as a child. She 

remembers the stables, hearing the 

boarders practicing piano. “I knew I 

would come here. I am blessed that 

my parents sought out the best      

education for me - Ramona.” 
 

1990 
Debbie Castaneda ‘90 graduated 

with her Ed.D. in Transformational 

Leadership from Concordia University, 

in Portland, Oregon, in December 

2019.  
 

1995 
Regina Montoya Martinez ‘95     

received her MBA in Business Admin-

istration from Mount St. Mary’s      

University in 2018. 
 

2000  

Melissa Hansen Rencehausen ‘00 is 

a Finance Manager at Universal Studi-

os. She has been married to her     

husband Brandon for fifteen years and 

they have a four year old daughter, 

Amelia Rose. Her fondest memories 

include walking around campus be-

tween classes, the talent show in the 

gym, and graduation in Rose Heath. 

“It was such a special time in my life 

that I carry with me every day.” 

2005 

Casandra Salgado ‘05 received her 

doctorate in Sociology from UCLA in 

June of 2019 and is currently teaching 

at ASU. 

2011 
Alyssa Abrante ‘11, passed the July 

2019 California bar exam and is now a 

practicing attorney with a company in 

Orange  County.  

Ramona Goes to Work speaker Alyssa Abrante ‘11 with        

Ramona students on Ash Wednesday. 

Christmas Fun! 1979 and Friends Brunch 
 

Organized by members of the Class of 1979, great fun was had by all on  

Sunday December 1, 2019 at the Class of 1979 & Friends Christmas Brunch! 

Classes of 1977, 1980, 1982, 1983, and 1987 were in attendance to join our 

class. Plans are already in play for the next Christmas Brunch.  

Save the Date - Sunday December 6, 2020 



    

    
 

Send your wedding announcements or baby announcements with 

photos to Julie Huntley, Director of Alumnae Relations 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 

 

 

BIRTHS 
 

Col Edward, son of Christopher and Audrey Wolffe Castleberry ‘07 

Makaire Rouge, daughter of Michael and Genesis Contreras Gutierrez ‘10 

Josephine Marie, daughter of Shiloah and Sarah Gomez Louden ‘11 

Rose Marie, daughter of Kirk and Shanise Trejo Panich ‘11 

 

Col Edward Castleberry Makaire Rouge Gutierrez 



A Personal Approach to Giving 

Support the Causes You Care About Through Your Will 
  

Experiencing one of the most globally challenging times  

can be daunting, but we want you to know that we are all  

in this together. Now more than ever we need to continue 

to invest in our future. We would like to offer you the      

opportunity to continue to support Ramona’s mission of 

educating young women.  

 

One of the ways you might consider ensuring our future is 

by including Ramona Convent Secondary School in your 

will. A gift in your will is the perfect way to recognize the Ramona we hope is close to your heart.  

It’s an easy way to support our mission in the future without using any of your assets today. 

 

There are two special features that make this a popular type of gift: 
 

1. Flexibility. A gift in your will lets you balance your philanthropic goals with the future needs 

of your loved ones. Because you aren’t parting with assets today, you don’t have to worry 

about living expenses and future medical costs should you need the assets during your     

lifetime. Plus, you can change your mind at any time. 

2. Versatility. You can give a percentage of your estate to Ramona. Most people can’t predict 

the exact size of their final estate; therefore, making a gift by using a percentage amount can 

be a more effective means of dividing it. This allows you to benefit loved ones and our       

organization in proportion. 

 

Customize Your Gift to Us 
 

We can help tailor your gift to fit your circumstances and accomplish your charitable goals. Your 

gift can reflect your personal wishes and provide the satisfaction of helping Ramona in the     

future. Call Yulanda Davis-Quarrie, M.S., CFRE, at 626-282-4151 X113 for sample language you 

can use to provide a gift in your will. 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
© The Stelter Company 

The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax 

advisor. Figures cited in examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are 

subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results. 

 

How to Make a Gift to Us in Your Will 

• Decide which specific programs you wish to support at Ramona or whether 

  your gift will be made unrestricted. 

• Work with your attorney to update your estate plans. 

• Notify us of your wishes so we can make sure your gift is used as you intended. 

  Your generosity could set an example for others to follow. 



 

 

Fondly known as “Mr. Max” to his Ramona art students, he taught at Ramona for 

twenty years and retired in 2011.  I interviewed him in 2008 and think the best way 

to honor him is to use his own words:  “I was born in Los Angeles and received my 

primary and secondary education locally. After a stint in the U.S. Navy (1953-1955), I 

received my Bachelor and Master of Fine Arts degrees from UCLA. I then taught until 

1963. The following years I devoted to being a professional ceramist. I began   

teaching at Ramona in 1992. Being the ceramics teacher here allows me to find 

those moments to do creative work. Drawing, painting, two-dimensional design, and 

calligraphy are subjects I like to teach.  Yet, I like taking a nice, soft piece of clay and 

bringing it to life as a three-dimensional work of art.  I donate many of my pieces to 

the school auction to raise money for the Scholarship Fund. Thanks so much to    

Ramona and to all the wonderful students who inspire me and keep me young. A 

special thanks to Sr. Barbara Stark for making my transition back to teaching so 

smooth. Teaching and guiding our girls at Ramona is a very rewarding profession.” 
 

Robert and Gaye Lyn, his wife of fifty-seven years, had three children and four 

grandchildren. 

                  ~Julie Huntley ‘72 

 

Mary Charles, who taught Theology and was the head counselor for Ramona for 

many years, starting in 1972, passed away in March 2020. She had been suffering 

from a series of health issues that began in August 2018.     
 

Mrs. Charles was a pioneer here at Ramona, sharing her impressive theological  

background with the (then) Religion Department, the rest of the faculty, and the  

students. She became one of the first official counselors at Ramona , advising the 

young women under her care on academic matters as well as personal—many  

alumnae have testified that her concerned, loving, appropriate  advice made a     

critical, positive difference in their lives.  
 

Several of her Ramona colleagues kept in close touch with Mary Charles over the 

years—she was an early member of the informal Ramona faculty gourmet dinner 

club, and she remained a member (along with several other former Ramona faculty 

members) until her death.  
 

After many years as a valued member of Ramona’s community, Mary Charles       

accepted a position closer to her home, at St. Lucy’s, where she became a counselor 

as beloved as she had been at Ramona.  
 

In spite of personal tragedies that would have felled a lesser person, Mary Charles 

remained cheerful, accepting, and resilient, able until the end to laugh at herself.  
 

Mrs. Charles is survived by two of her sons, Rob and Michael, and her daughter, 

Maggie. We will miss her.  

       ~Mary Anne Barnheiser ‘65 



 
 

In 1979, Frank J. Polito, Jr., walked onto the Ramona Convent 

campus as the new Fine Arts Teacher.  He cast an imposing 

but artistic presence: tall and gregarious but inviting, often 

donning a beret and goatee. It made him stand out amongst 

Ramona’s faculty. 

 

He spent the next twelve years guiding, instructing and      

inspiring hundreds of Ramona students to find and cultivate 

their inner artist.  From water colors to oils to calligraphy, Mr. 

Polito nurtured both beginners and those with natural talent.  

When a student pulled their first ceramic vase, bowl or sculp-

ture out of the kiln, it was Mr. Polito who critiqued  her work 

with a mix of expertise and humor.  He earned multiple art   

degrees, including an AA from East Los Angeles College,   

and BA and MA degrees from California State University, 

Fullerton.  He earned his teaching credential from California 

State University Los Angeles.  In 2004 Mr. Polito earned the “Highly Qualified Teach-

er for Fine Art” designation under the national No Child Left Behind program. 
 

Equal to his love of art was his passion for sports and coaching basketball, softball 

and volleyball.  Mr. Polito led Ramona’s basketball program from 1979 – 1991. As 

head Varsity basketball coach through that span, he led successive classes of Tiger 

scholar athletes to 200 victories, and his teams were consistently among the most 

highly ranked in the San Gabriel Valley, earning 8 League Championships (1982 – 

1984, 1986 – 1989, and 1991).  Coach Polito also earned an award for the 1987  

Southwest Valley Coach of the Year.   
 

Off the court Coach Polito cultivated the Ramona Convent Booster Club to bring 

families of athletes together.  From fundraising for new uniforms to celebrating both 

victories and a few defeats at the legendary Pizza Pub near campus, Coach Polito 

nurtured an inclusive and united Tiger family.  His own family merged seamlessly 

with his teams.  His father, Frank Senior, attended most games and could often be 

seen helping set up before games.  His wife, Nancy, and sons, Frankie and Ryan, also 

attended games and even many of his legendary practices, where he did his best to 

motivate his players not to be “pinheads” on or off the court or field.  Coach Polito 

returned to Ramona in 2015 to reconnect with former players and share fond   

memories (the annual trips to basketball tournaments in Las Vegas topped the list). 
 

After leaving Ramona in 1991 he continued teaching Fine Arts and coaching basket-

ball in Las Vegas, Nevada, until he retired.  He is survived by his wife, two sons and a 

granddaughter.  On behalf of all the Ramona alumnae, I wish Coach Polito a fond 

farewell, and we don that beret, sink that free throw, and tip our paint brushes one 

last time in his honor.   

       ~Anna Mellado Park ‘89 

 



 

Edda Urrea Grey ‘40 

Marguerite Gomez Printz ‘42 

Gretchen Warner Jones ‘45 

Jeanne Singleton ‘45 

Irene Carmona Courselle ‘48, sister of Virginia Carmona Semaine ‘55 

Yelba Salmeron Chillingar ‘50  

Nancy Giacomelli Lotito ‘56, mother of Gina Lotito Gorrell ‘79, Mary Ann Lotito Knight ‘79,   

and Diana Lotito Gorrell ‘82 

Christie Powell Green ‘59 

Ann Marsh McMahon ‘62 

MaryAnn Johnson St. Clair ‘62 

Susan Barney Simmons ‘63 

Jane Bastanchury Booth ‘66 

Carol Munoz Hanika ‘66 

Lisa Piacentini Peltier ‘72, sister of Anne Piacentini Yee ‘68 and Carla Piacentini Shumacher ‘69 

Barbara Frumento Acosta ‘76, sister of Patricia Frumento Boes ‘74, Lori Frumento Muniz ‘77 

and Gina Frumento Jacob ‘83 

Adriana Camarena Henry ‘86 

Maria Suzanne Richardson ‘88 

Lisa Marie Polanco-Fuentes ‘05, sister of Michelle Polanco ‘01 

 

 

Margaret Arreola, grandmother of Martyne Gomez ‘07, Alexandria Montes ‘12, and Samantha 

Montes ‘14 

Harry Brueggmann, husband of Mary Busby Brueggmann ‘42 

Gloria Carone, mother of Victoria Carone Rosenberg ‘75 

Sister Collette Carroll, SNJM (former faculty) 

Humberto Chacon, father-in-law of Ana Rivadeneyra Chacon ‘85 

Mary Charles (former faculty) 

Vera Clark, (former staff) mother of Jackie Clark Torres ‘83, Joanna Clark ‘91 and Susie Clark   

Tolstead ‘91 

Richard Coria, father of Jessica Coria Monge ‘00 and Maria Coria ‘03; cousin of Patricia          

Foster ‘66 and Evelia Chacon Ferreira ‘04 

Margaret Denton, mother of Debra Denton Stephan ‘72 and Diane Denton Malcoun ‘72 

Carl Easly, husband of Juliana Britt Easly ‘77; brother-in-law of Mary Ann Britt Brooks ‘69 and 

Suzanne Britt ‘72 

Remie C. Encinas, mother of Estella Encinas Benitez ‘84 

Marian Foran, mother of Margaret Foran Senneff ‘72 

Nicholas Griego, father of Jacqueline Griego Chavez ‘01 and Candace Griego ‘02; uncle of     

Liliana Griego ‘08 

Jeanette Hall, mother of Gail Hall Gevorkian ‘74 



William J. Harrington, father of Mary Harrington-Atchison ‘62 

Miguel Angel Hernandez, husband of Rosemary Alcorn Hernandez ‘62; brother-in-law 

of Jeanne Alcorn Houston ‘69 

Richard Thomas Kaufman, father of Michele Kaufman Quiroz ‘75 and Kathy Kaufman 

Wright ‘76; grandfather of Melanie Quiroz (pp) 

Henrietta Maldonado, mother of Monica Maldonado Chin ‘78, Olga Maldonado 

Alonso ‘79 and Henrietta Maldonado Salazar ‘80; grandmother of Sonia Salazar ‘09    

and Alexis Chin ‘19 

Francisco Martinez, father of Sylvia Martinez ‘87, Rebecca Martinez Ortiz ‘95 and   

Monica Martinez ‘98;  father-in-law of Regina Montoya Martinez ‘87 

Robert Maxwell (former faculty) 

Sister Donna Maynard, SNJM (former faculty) 

William Mercer, brother of Janine Bonn (former faculty); uncle of Annemarie Bonn ‘00 

Ronald Nicolai (former staff) 

Frank Polito, Jr. (former faculty) 

James Reitzell, husband of Gabriela Esparza Reitzell ‘79; brother-in-law of Rebecca   

Esparza Montoya ‘76 and Claudia Esparza Mudgett ‘82 

Jose Reynoso II, husband of Maria de Jesus Garcia Reynoso II ‘57; brother-in-law of 

Herlinda Garcia ‘58 and Ana Garcia Schlatter ‘68;  uncle of Gloria Garcia French ‘78     

and Alicia Garcia ‘81 

Julie Robles, mother of Susan Robles ‘81 and Tammi Robles ‘84 

Rosie Rubalcava, mother of Terry Rubalcava-Wesdy ‘78 

Robert Schneider, husband of Marjorie Willeford Schneider ‘51 (RIP) 

Elena Szymanski, mother-in-law of Halina Szymanski 

Alice Temple, mother of Margaret Camacho Cloud ‘72 and Catherine Camacho ‘73 

John Richard Thiel, husband of Patricia Galitza Thiel ‘60 

 

Alumnae, family, and friends are included in 

 our daily prayers and our Book of Intentions in the Chapel. 
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