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Ramona Convent is a welcoming Catholic college-preparatory high school                  

for young women sponsored by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 
and committed to excellence in education. Ramona’s graduates are empowered,     
resilient, socially conscious leaders well prepared to meet the challenges of life            

as contributive members of the global community.  

 
 

 

        A Ramona Graduate is a… 

 A Woman of Faith 

 A Critical Thinker 

 An Effective Communicator 

 A Confident Leader 

 A Creative Problem Solver 

 Committed to Personal Growth 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 

FULL DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON 
Cultivating and respecting the talents, abilities, and potential of each person, 

 contributing to the development of all aspects of a person’s life. 
 
 

EDUCATION IN THE FAITH 
Creating an atmosphere that invites people to live, develop, and express their faith. 

 
 

HOSPITALITY 
Being a gracious, accepting, and welcoming presence for each person. 

 
 

DEDICATION TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
Seeing, understanding, and responding to the needs of women and children. 

 
 

DEDICATION TO JUSTICE 
Committing time, energy, and resources to the pursuit of right relationships of                         

equality, justice, and solidarity. 
 
 

SERVICE TO PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR OR MARGINALIZED 

Reaching out and responding to people who are impoverished, abandoned,           
or living at the fringes of society. 

 
 

COMMITMENT TO LIBERATING ACTION 
Seeking with others the freedom needed to live life fully without oppression. 

 
 

LOVE FOR THE NAMES OF JESUS AND MARY 
Embracing as guide, inspiration, and strength the persons and names of                  

Jesus and Mary. 
 

 

is published twice a year by: 
Ramona Convent Secondary School. 
1701 W. Ramona Road 
Alhambra, California 91803 
(626) 282-4151 
(626) 281-0797 (fax) 
www.ramonaconvent.org 
 
In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, 
we have eliminated the multiple copies of    

mailed to each household. Please 
contact the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151   
ext. 135 if you would like to receive an extra copy 
or if you would prefer to receive your copy   
electronically.  
 
Standard of Accuracy 
 

We are committed to providing you with the 
most accurate and up-to-date information in all 
of our publications. However, unintentional errors 
may appear. As a result, we ask you to contact 
the Alumnae Office at 626-282-4151 ext. 135 in  
the event that there are any factual errors. We will 
correct these errors in the next publication. We 
appreciate the interests and concerns of our 
readers and welcome any assistance toward 
achieving our goals. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
As I was preparing to write this message, an unusual event occurred. When  the 

US Mail was delivered, there was a plain brown envelope – no return address – 

simply addressed to Ramona Convent and bearing the notation “Please hand 

stamp.” Inside I found no message – just a small bubble wrap envelope       

containing a Ramona school ring.  Further sleuthing and closer examination led 

us to the owner who told us she accidentally left it at LAX seven years ago 

when she traveled to college after graduation. Where has  that ring been for 

the last eight years? Who was the kind person who returned it to us? 

Ramona’s school ring is distinctive and easily recognizable with the gold stone.  

Recently, two alums, widely separated in graduation years, were both working 

at a food bank and they recognized each other by their rings! 

As you think about your ring, I hope it is not just another piece of jewelry, but 

that it  holds special meaning for you, that it represents memories of your time at        

Ramona, your friends, classes, activities and much more. I hope it also reminds you of the  

Ramona sisterhood. When today’s students are asked what makes Ramona unique, the 

first word out of their mouths is usually “sisterhood.” Over the years we have seen that 

sisterhood played out in many different ways:  

 

 A drive for clothing and household items to help a classmate whose house had 

burned to the ground. 

 A yearbook photocopied for a classmate who had lost hers in a fire. 

 With the help of hospice, taking a classmate into her home and caring for her 

during her last days because her friend had no family to help her. 

 Bidding on a ring at Ramona’s recent auction in order to donate it to a junior  

who was not able to get a ring. 

 

There are countless other examples large and small of the Ramona sisterhood. As you 

look at your Ramona ring – what does it mean to you?  May it stand for a commitment to 

the values that you learned here and a commitment to remain connected to Ramona.  

Know that you are always welcome, whether you come for a special event or just drop in 

for a visit.  Ramona is your HOME. FOR LIFE. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sister Kathleen Callaway, SNJM 
President 
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Ramona continues to work through the challenges of the Coronavirus Pandemic 
and continues to strive for health and safety on campus. We know that the      
protections we put in place for our students, faculty and staff are important, not 
only for our on-campus community, but for our off-campus communities as 
well. Due to our efforts, we have enjoyed ten straight weeks of zero positive  
cases on campus! Though our faculty, staff and students no longer need to wear 
masks outside or in classrooms, they continue to do so out of an abundance of 
caution and a desire to protect themselves and one another. Our Covid testing 
will continue through the end of the year, and we hope that our good health will 
continue. 



Dear Ramona Convent Alumnae Community,  

It is hard to believe that we are fast approaching the commencement exercises   

of yet another class of amazing young women. You would be proud of your    

graduating sisters. I have watched our seniors grow into such incredible,          

passionate, and talented young women that it is hard to remember that there was 

ever a pandemic. The young women of the class of 2022 had their on-campus 

sophomore year cut short, and spent their junior year (arguably one of the      

most difficult years of high school) entirely on-line yet… here they are…laughing, 

learning and contributing to their Ramona community, and to their home       

communities through an abundance of service. While the past two-years have 

been hard on everyone, the spirit of Ramona is alive and well. The “tiger” within us 

all continues to be fierce and fabulous! 

In the last issue we introduced the new faculty and staff we hired at the beginning 

of this academic year. One of our new teachers (new to Ramona, not new to the 

teaching profession), has been working very hard to develop a new course of 

study called Cultural Studies. Beginning Fall of 2022, Cultural Studies will be     

offered to sophomores and will take the form of a college-like survey experience with 

large group meetings, and small discussions groups led by senior TA’s. The course      

promises to be interesting and engaging, and is one of the many ways that Ramona     

continues to evolve and create relevant courses for our students. Please take a moment to 

read Mr. Marshall’s description of the course on page 4. As with all things Ramona, please 

know that if this course is of special interest to you, or if you feel called to contribute in 

some way, we would love to include your expertise. If you do find yourself wishing to learn 

more about the course, or would like to be a guest lecturer, Mr. Marshall would be happy 

to hear from you, and can be contacted at mmarshall@ramonaconvent.org. 

In other important news, Sister Daleen Larkin, SNJM, Theology Department Chair is       

retiring, and Mrs. Aniko Tegtmeier, Ramona’s Librarian extraordinaire is moving on to        

a wonderful new position. We will miss both of these incredible women, and their         

contributions to the Ramona community, greatly. Please read more about their future 

plans on pages 16 and 17 and remember to keep them in your prayers as they embark on 

a new chapter. 

We continue to be grateful that 100% of our faculty and staff is fully vaccinated as is 92% 

of our student body! We continue to test weekly and maintain a healthy degree of safety 

on campus. For an update on our Covid response, please read the article on page 2.  

As you all remember, things at Ramona never stop! We are always planning experiences 

that are fun and engaging for our students. On Cinco de Mayo, we have a wonderful    

celebration planned complete with Mariachis and Folklorico dancers. If you are around 

campus on the 5
th

 of May, please stop by and join us for tacos!  

Thank you for your constant support of your sisters and your beloved Ramona. We are 

grateful to all of the you, and remember you always in our prayers. Go Tigers! 

 

In His Peace, 

 
 
Jacqueline Quiñones Sienkowski, JD 
Principal 
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Cultural Studies is a class that has been germinating   
in our community for a few years. From an early vision     
of Mrs. Sienkowski as our brand new Principal, it was    
developed through meetings with interested members of 
various departments. Like so many things, implementation 
was stalled during the pandemic. This school year we    
focused on turning an ambitious endeavor in learning into 
a fully formed UC-approved course.  
  
The vision of the class is a scholarly seminar-style          
exploration of four distinct and important cultural groups 
in the United States: Black Americans, Latinx Americans, 
Asian Americans, and Indigenous Americans. The focus 
throughout the curriculum will be on the experiences and 
contributions of women within these cultural groups.   
 
The method of instruction is a central part of how this 
class will be different. Students will meet as an entire 
grade level for this class. This will facilitate the use of  
guest teachers and learning experiences, both on and off 
campus. This feature allows us to leverage teachers from 
inside and outside our community that can lend their   
personal experience and expertise to build a meaningful 
and representative curriculum to students. Guest teachers 
can work together to design and deliver impactful lessons 
with readings, documentaries, and lectures on the lives 
and struggles of people within these cultural groups.    
Additionally, the availability of rich cultural experiences    
in Southern California offer endless learning opportuni-
ties.  We plan on utilizing inspirational speakers and     

Innovative Cultural Studies Course to be  

Implemented in Fall 2022 

lecturers from organizations and leading excursions to 
cultural sites and museums in our local communities.  
 
Of course, teaching a group of 75 sophomores at once 
creates some problems as well. Some class meetings    
students will work within smaller learning teams, or      
participate in team discussions with guest teachers, or 
conduct research and build projects in the Makerspace. 
We want this class to be a dynamic and inventive learning 
experience that complements its inspiring content.   
 
Throughout the process of developing this course we  
have remained attentive to our mission and philosophy of 
Ramona Convent Secondary School and the core values of 
the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary. We are 
confident that our efforts align closely with the mission   
to both “academic excellence” and to develop young      
women that are “empowered, resilient, socially conscious 
leaders.”  Additionally, we strive to follow the values of  
the Sisters of the Holy Names by working to develop “an 
appreciation of the diverse cultures that comprise the 
school and world communities.” 
 
We look forward to the challenges of launching such an 
ambitious class and providing an educational experience 
that is both innovative and so uniquely “Ramona”.   
 

               ~Matthew Marshall, Social Studies Department 

Ramona faculty who will be presenters in the new Cultural Studies program are Mr. Matt Marshall, Mr. Eddie Cortez, and 

Ms. Channel Rich.  



Ramona’s Arts Department provides our students with many choices in developing their 

artistic talents. Just this spring, students performed in Covvedia, a play written and directed by 

Ms. Tracy Clavin. They demonstrated their dance moves in the Dance Show taught and directed 

by Frit and Frat, our Afterschool Dance Troupe. Both students and faculty developed their    

improv skills (and had lots of fun doing it!) with Coach Len Gillies ‘20. Our Digital Media Design 

class, taught by Mrs. Veronica  Fernandez ‘00, is busy putting final touches on the yearbook. 

Our amazing Choir Director, Mrs. Ruth Ballenger, who empowered our students to make music 

at home during the pandemic, showcased their vocal talents in person at the Spring Concert. 

And Arts Department Chair, Ms. Margaret Averill, daily inspires our students to bring Visual Arts 

and Ceramics to life, opening up a gift they might never have known existed.  



Arts Night Brings  

Delight 

 to Our Community 
 
Our annual celebration of the arts, Arts 
Night, was held on Thursday evening, 
March 31. We were very excited to bring  
it back on campus this year. Our guests 
enjoyed the Art Show in the library,    
viewing artwork created by Ramona     
students in Visual Arts, Ceramics, and  
Digital Multimedia Design. Student       
docents were also present to provide   
insight on certain pieces of art as well as 
AP Studio Art presentations.  
 
Providing a sampling of the many and  
varied programs of our Arts Department 
and using Alumnae Drive as our stage, the 
evening consisted of performances by the 
Chamber Singers, Drama class, Ramona's 
After School Dance Troupe, and student 
actors from the drama class. 
 
The gifts and talents of our singers,    
dancers, actors, and artists, the cool spring 
evening, our beautiful surroundings, and 
the taco truck all combined for an        
entertaining event. Congratulations to   
our teachers and to our students in the 
Arts Department! 



Improv 

Drama 

Dance 

Music 



Ramona’s engineering students successfully completed an architectural     
design unit. Using a CAD program, students designed planter benches with 
precise measurements. They then built the structures, filled the boxes with 
soil, and planted their favorite flowers for enjoyment. Students learned to 
identify and use tools, and proceeded to cut, sand, drill, and screw the pieces 
together. They also became experts on primers and paint choices.  
 

The students shared their thoughts on the bench project: 
 

“This required me to develop problem solving skills, such as when the 
screw would get stuck on a knot or when I had to attach the screws in   
unusual places. Overall, I really enjoyed this project and it actually helped 
me pick a major in Construction Engineering management.” Isabella 
 

“I had to develop my woodworking and assembly skills, which involved 
learning how to use a number of tools. I also developed my problem-
solving skills, since I had to make a lot of revisions to allow my design to 
come to fruition in some capacity.” Savannah 
 

“This project really opened my eyes to how difficult wood work really is. I 
also had to use my problem-solving skills for every step, and that made  
me feel very smart.” Amy 
 

“This was challenging because it the piece didn't fit together then some 
things looked wrong or were wobbly. I overcame these challenges by doing 
a lot of measuring and undoing the nail if it didn't look right.”  Afemaya 
 

Their teacher, Mrs. Flagan, explained that the bench project offered          
engineering students opportunities to master new skills and show their    
talents. “The students truly enjoyed the task. I could see the smiling faces, 
even with the masks on, when they entered the classroom. They jumped into 
action immediately. Many students even spent lunch breaks and community 
time to make the most durable and attractive bench on the campus. I am 
really proud of what they accomplished and their workmanship!”  

Bench Project Teaches 

 Design and Construction Techniques  

Sr. Kathleen enjoying 

the benches 



On March 31 - April 3, Ramona Rampage courageously    
battled at the Los Angeles Regional Competition in El Segundo. 
Our team worked so hard and it showed with our 7 wins to 4 
losses in qualifications. Countless hours of late nights and   
weekends paid off and we are extremely proud of our team. The 
competition was filled with exciting ups and downs -- at one 
point our robot's shooting and climbing mechanisms broke and 
we learned how amazing our team captains and drivers, Allyson 
Castillo '22 and Kelani Fong '22, respond to setbacks and      
challenges especially when it comes to defense! Members and 
mentors worked hard to repair and replace parts and were able 
to get the robot back in working order to finish strong. Robotics 
moderator, Ms. Sindie Dear ‘05, was amazed at the spirit,       
flexibility and resilience of the team and cannot wait to see   
what this experience leads to in their future!  
  
The First Robotics Competition is an important cornerstone       
in developing fierce, creative, innovative, and graciously         
professional leaders. Besides creating an amazing robot (we 
build robots!!!) There's an entrepreneurial side that helps       
develop a business plan, fundraising, and outreach. Members 
interact with other teams to form strategic alliances and also 
interact with judges from companies like Boeing, JPL, Raytheon 
and Walt Disney Imagineering. The students have a unique    
opportunity to build relationships and open the door to future 
endeavors. We are grateful to our generous sponsors for their 
support. We especially want to thank our dedicated mentors 
who spent many hours and long nights helping us get ready for 
competition. 

Robotics Program Builds  

Creativity and Resilience 
Robotics moderators & mentors 



It’s Been a Great Year  

for Our Tiger Athletes! 
 

Our sports year was off to a great start thanks to the       
fall season. Cross County once again made it to the            
postseason and competed at the Mt. Sac CIF Prelims. The   
Cross Country team, both JV and Varsity, won league finals! In 
the Varsity race, our athletes took 1st, 2nd, 4th, 7th and 10th! 
JV took 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th and 10th! Ramona took 2nd place 
overall in league.  
 
After two years, we were finally had a real volleyball season. 
Our athletes came out strong and competed well. Varsity made 
it to the post-season for the first time in many years and     
traveled to 29 Palms to compete. We placed 3rd in the league 
and can't wait for the next season to arrive.  
 
As winter rolled around, Ramona athletes had another success-
ful set of sports. Both Soccer and Basketball played 25+ games 
this season and really demonstrated how resilient and gifted 
they are. Basketball took 3rd in the league this year and went  



to the second round of playoffs. We traveled to Anaheim for a 
close, nail biting game, and although the result was not what 
we had hoped for, we were thrilled to have made it to round 
two. Soccer took league champions for the third year in a row 
with a perfect record. They secured a spot in the playoffs once 
again, and although not successful, they showed their tiger 
spirit and competitiveness on the field. Both soccer and      
basketball are already looking forward to next time! 
 
Now we are in the Spring Season! We are fortunate to have all 
three teams back up and running this year. Softball is off to a 
great start and they travelled to San Diego for Tournament.  
We hope to catch a playoff spot again this year. Track hit the 
ground running and are almost at an end of their season. With 
League Finals at the end of April, they are ready to show off all 
the strength, power, and speed they have gained throughout 
the season. After not competing last year, thankfully swim was 
able to compete. They are making their strides in the pool and 
are getting ready for league finals at the end of the month. All 
spring sports will finish at the end of April and in May we hope 
to share the good news of where they will be competing for 
the postseason. 



Showcasing Ramona 

and All It Has to Offer
 

Our Enrollment team, students, parents, and faculty 
welcome prospective students and their families

Applicant’s Tea Tour 
 

OUR INCREDIBLE student Ambassadors, their fabulous 
and dedicated mothers, and our beloved Enrollment 
team put together one fantastic Applicants' Tea Tour this 
year for prospective students and a remarkable woman 
in their life! If this event were a Hollywood movie, it 
would have been a "blockbuster" sensation! If this were a 
foreign film it would have been "Fantastico!" A standing 
ovation goes to all who worked, and walked, the Red 
Carpet!  
 
The stars of our movie-themed event were our Ramona 
Ambassador mother and daughter teams. They were not 
supporting actors but the heroes of the silver screen.  
This event would not have been possible without their 
creative ideas, time, energy, and generosity. They set up 
and decorated tables spread across our campus. Each 
was assigned a separate topic ranging from extra-
curricular activities, leadership opportunities, sisterhood, 
visual and performing arts, and more. As guests arrived 
at each table, they were given a special gift prepared by 
the table hostesses.  
 
Planning for this great event begins in autumn and over 
the course of several months, which are filled with organ-
izing, ordering, and strategizing, comes a spring event 
ready to wow our applicants and the remarkable women 
in their lives. 
 
Many departments on campus contribute to the success 
of this event.  Endless hours are dedicated by the mainte-
nance and facilities crew.  From moving tables and movie 
sets around campus to putting up umbrellas to protect 
the delicate movie star skin of our celebrities! 
 
Our talented Chamber singers and their harmony-driven 
Music Director, Ms. Ruth Ballenger, treated all guests to 
the sweet songs we know from all our favorite movies!  
This year again, Mr. Laborie and his culinary crew     
spent their weekend baking scones that were truly fit   
for a queen.  Jam and crème fraiche were served in  
abundance! 

Our President, Sr. Kathleen, and Vice-Principal, Mrs.    
Szymanski, added to the fun by taking part in welcoming 
guests to the big screen. Principal Sienkowski led our 
new Tigers on a strut down the red carpet with pride, 
confidence, and pizzazz.  
 
One guest asked if she could take a second tour as she 
had so much fun the first time around. Another shouted 
"what an Oscar-worthy performance by your Ambassa-
dors and their moms" as she exited the "set”. It was the 
perfect day for tea at Ramona! 

“LA LA LAND” THEMED TABLE 
Joslyn Reyes ‘23. Alma Torres, Valeria Torres ‘25 and Grace Reyes 

Janelle Hurtado ‘25, Mrs. Fernandez, 
Mrs. Puente-Smith and Mrs. Teran 

MOVIE THEATER CONSESSION STAND THEME 
Emma Gomez ‘24, Julia Peralta-Gomez Rylie Cayer ‘24 and          
Elizabeth Cayer. 



Showcasing Ramona  

and All It Has to Offer 
 

Our Enrollment team, students, parents, and faculty  
welcome prospective students and their families 

Welcome Night Rose Ceremony 
 

The Annual Welcome Night Rose Ceremony took place        
on the eve of Thursday, March 10. The Enrollment Team,        
Administrators, Student & Parent Ambassadors, and our  
Tiger Mascot held a beautiful celebration in our spacious   
gym that included a rose ceremony for all newly accepted 
students. The décor was colorful and joyful, the white roses 
were beautiful, the personalized cookies created by Ramona 
alumna Lisa Perez '87 were adorable and delicious, and the 
energy was positively palpable. Guests were wowed when 
they were handed their own personal Tiger Pride lawn sign. 
CKW School Uniforms also set-up a “pop up shop” where 
sweatshirts and spirit attire were available for families. Mrs. 
Veronica Puente-Smith ’79, Director of Enrollment & Public 
Relations, shared "It was truly emotional and humbling to 
experience this long-standing tradition celebrating our new 
students. Even with covered faces, their smiling eyes were 
heartwarming!" 

Janelle ‘24 and Jayleen ‘26 Zacarias 

Sr. Kathleen and Mrs. Sienkowski presenting a “first” rose to Jordan Carr ‘26 

RAMONA AMBASSADORS: 
Azul Covarrubias ‘24, Dalina Ruedaflores ‘25, 
Tiger Sally Melendez ‘22, Adriana Zuletta ‘25 
and Erin Donaire ‘24 



Harvard Model Congress Provides  a Realistic View 

of the Policy Making Process 

   
On February 22nd to 27th, thirteen students and     
faculty advisors David Gray and Laura Dumas flew across 
the country to attend Harvard Model Congress in Boston. 
Harvard Model Congress is a Congressional simulation 
hosted by students from Harvard University where the 
1,200 high school students from all over the United States 
who attended had the opportunity to participate in a 
mock session of Congress. Students researched issues 
such as climate change, energy independence, free 
speech, LGBT rights, and many other topics and then 
wrote and debated legislation designed to provide        
solutions to deal with these issues. Ramona students had 
the opportunity to choose a role as a Senator, Representa-
tive, White House Staffer, Supreme Court Justice or other 
members of the government and write and debate bills 
that represented the position of the person whose role 
they were taking on.  

The three days also enabled Ramona students to meet 
and work with students from a broad variety of public and 
private schools which proved to be a education in itself. 
Our students commented that hearing the wide range of 
opinions on the issues and working cooperatively with 
other students with different opinions and backgrounds 
was a highlight of the trip. All returned home with a better 
understanding of how the policy making process works 
and how difficult it is to make policies to address the    
issues facing our country. 
 
Our students were also able to partake of some of the  
cultural and culinary offerings that Boston had to offer. A 

trip to Harvard University, buying souvenirs at the Harvard 
COOP (bookstore), visiting the Old North Church, and   
walking Boston Common gave everyone the chance to    
experience some of the rich history of the city. Food, always 
a topic of interest to Ramona students, was also a part of 
the Boston experience, as they had the opportunity to dine 
on local specialties such as lobster rolls, clam chowder,   
cannoli and REAL pizza. They also experienced some real 
New England weather as they were able to walk without 
coats in the 69 degree weather on Wednesday and throw 
snowballs at each other on Friday during a snowstorm that 
dropped 8 inches of snow on the city. Students returned 
home on Sunday tired but happy from their educational  
and fun experience on the East Coast. 
 

                    ~David Gray, Chair, Social Studies Department 
Ramona alumna, Angelica Duron ’08 with faculty advisors 
Laura Dumas and David Gray 

Ramona students pose for a picture at Harvard 



Fashion Club Wins  

First Prize in FIDM Contest 
 
Ramona's Fashion Club entered the “FIDM Fashion Club Gives Back” contest sponsored by          
the Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising (FIDM) and won first prize! The group was           
required to write a mission statement, design, and implement a service project and prepare a         
formal presentation. The project that Ramona’s club members chose was making scarves and        
donating them to Union Rescue Mission. Each scarf included a heartwarming note attached to it. 
Cynthia Patino, FIDM Community & Educational Affairs Fashion Club Program Administrator, and 
Cecile Fayen, FIDM College Representative, joined our club members for lunch and brought gifts, a 
brand new sewing machine, and a $50 gift card! In addition, FIDM Alumna, Kelly Pudgil, will conduct 
a sewing workshop with the Fashion Club. Submissions were judged based on the creativity,        
originality, and adherence to the contest rules. Fashion Club president, Lauren Luevano ‘22, shared 
her feelings on winning first prize. “I enjoyed working together with my club members for a common 
goal. We all have a great feeling of accomplishment!” 

Archdiocesan 

 Christian Service Award 
 
On March 22, Christian Service Awardees from Catholic 
High Schools throughout the Archdiocese gathered at   
the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels for a Mass of 
Thanksgiving.  Archbishop Gomez offered the Mass and 
praised the young people gathered there for their        
generous service.  Each awardee also had the opportunity 
for a picture with the Archbishop. Ramona was proud to 
present Samantha Castro '22 as our awardee. Samantha 
has completed over 600 service hours as a Kairos Retreat 
Leader, Link Leader, Freshman Retreat Leader, Sports  
Manager for multiple teams, Peace and Justice Activities, 
and much more.  
 

Lauren Luevano ‘22  & 
Alexandra Alarcon ‘22 



Farewell and Thank You!

As Ramona’s Director of Library Services, Aniko 
Tegtmeier has passionately transformed the library 
into a vibrant hub of learning and creativity that has ex-
pertly served the students, faculty, and wider community 
since 2000.  
 

“Aniko Tegtmeier is the best librarian I ever had, 
even surpassing my local city libraries and           
collegiate experiences. When I was a student, she 
made us feel seen, heard, and most importantly, 
welcome in the Ramona library. Her kindness     
and care has made the library a space of learning, 
curiosity and creativity. As a teacher, she has been 
an asset to our students: She empowers them with 
confidence in conducting critical research, experi-
encing new worlds in literature, and  inspiring social 
change through literacy. She will be deeply missed 
but never forgotten as a part of Ramona's legacy of 
empowered women. Thank you  Mrs. Tegtmeier for 
your expertise and impact!” — Amanda              
Argueta,’11, Theology Faculty and Campus Minister   

 
“Mrs.Tegtmeier has all of the greatest attributes      
of an academic librarian: knowledgeable and     
organized and generous in equal measure. Students 
have access to the tools of a researcher, and they 
know how to use them. But where Mrs. Tegtmeier 
truly shines is as a librarian who makes the campus 
library a home, a magical space. The circulation is 

always high, new and relevant books are always   
on the shelves, and she creates community both 
informally and formally from book clubs to service 
groups. She is an irreplaceable part of Ramona!”— 
Dr. Matthew Carrillo-Vincent, English Faculty and 
Department Chair 

 
Mrs. Tegtmeier believes that the greatest gift of working 
at Ramona has been the ability to see students recognize 
their limitless potential. Their happiness and achievements 
have brought her great joy! 
 

“Mrs.Tegtmeier is the most compassionate person   
I have ever met. She has such a loving, angelic 
nature and treats every child at Ramona as if they 
were her own.”  — Angelica Jones,’22 

 
Her other responsibilities include AP Coordinator; founder 
and moderator of Book Buddies Literacy Outreach; Book 
Club moderator; as well as membership in the Department 
Chair/Curriculum Committee, Technology Planning    
Committee, WASC/WCEA Leadership Team, and Board of     
Directors of the California School Library Association,   
Section 3 Representative (2019-). 
 
She will be moving on next fall to direct library programs 
and to facilitate student and faculty success at the district 
level for pupils in grades TK-12.   

Aniko with her son and daughter 



Farewell and Thank You! 

Sister Daleen Larkin, SNJM arrived at Ramona in    
2015 and joined the Theology and Campus Ministry       
Departments. She is retiring from being a classroom teacher 
but will find new ways to stay connected with Ramona. She 
has shared her thoughts with us. 
 
 
You have been at Ramona for seven years. What has 
your ministry consisted of while you were here? 
 

I have enjoyed teaching Senior Theology and together 
with the students exploring spiritual life and growth and 
studying and finding God/The Holy One in the world    
religions course. I have been active in student retreats, 
justice and service projects and activities, and prayer and 
worship. 
 
You have been a teacher and administrator, what have 
been your joys and what have been your challenges? 
 

I love teaching and learning new methods and approaches 
that make learning interesting for students. I count as a 
joy the work I did over the years to enrich the religious 
education programs in elementary schools and at         
Ramona. I enjoyed helping children and families prepare 
for the sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, 
and Confirmation. Making sure a quality and relevant   
education was taking place in schools led to my work in 
accreditation. 
 
Challenges included making sure all the money in the 
budget was effectively used to ensure a quality education-
al program. Families often needed financial support and 
scholarships so finding financial aid money was a regular 
activity. Education is dynamic so learning new methods 
and implementing them to strengthen the curriculum   
required patience and creativity. The technology revolu-
tion and integration into the academic program taught  
me new skills and ways to learn and teach. 
 
Your support of Ramona as a quality, SNJM school has 
taken various forms over the years. What form did this 
support take?  
 

I arrived in Southern California to begin teaching in 1971 
as an elementary school teacher. I served in schools in the 
San Gabriel Valley and learned about Ramona Convent 
from Holy Names Sisters as well as students who attended 
RCSS. I recommended Ramona to elementary students I 
taught and was happy to see them be very successful   
Ramona Tigers. I served as a Board Member before      
joining the faculty in 2015. 
 
 

What new challenges lie ahead? 
 

It’s time for me to transition from being a teacher in the 
classroom to explore new ways of being connected to  
Ramona. It’s a threshold moment and I am looking       
forward to seeing what new opportunities lie ahead. One 
thing I know is that I will be connected with people who 
enjoy participating in projects that are meaningful and 
support the full development of others. 
 
 
 
 

“Sister Daleen Larkin has become indispensable for 
me. The consummate professional with a keen  
administrative eye, she has always provided me, 
and the Ramona community, with good counsel. A 
smile that lights up a room and a servant's heart 
that supports our entire community. Organized 
and creative, her liturgies speak of the different 
ways we love and serve our God and one another. 
Knowing that her future will be one of personal 
growth and fulfillment, I am so happy for her, and 
while I know she will still be around, I will miss my 
daily dose of Daleen!“ 
 
 

          ~Jacqueline Quiñones Sienkowski, Principal 



Last fall the Sisters of the Holy Names launched a new ministry.  Entitled Women   
on a Mission, this series of podcasts explores the different works that the Sisters are   
involved with. Sisters are no longer only found in our Catholic School classrooms, but 
have responded to the call to involve themselves in other ministries – particularly 
where they can service the poor, advocate for justice, and bring our SNJM corporate 
stands to life.  Update and expand your understanding by joining Holy Names Sisters 
Kathleen Griffin, Mimi Maloney and Teresa Shields on an exploration of ministries and 
adventures in religious life today. 
 
 Learn about: 

 The MidAtlantic Coalition Against Modern Slavery 

 UNANIMA International advocating for human rights at the UN  

 Next Step Learning Center working with underserved youth and adults in 

Oakland build literacy skills, attain diplomas and transform their lives. 

 Miryam’s House, a safe place for women experiencing homelessness 

 Access to basic educational resources at Nuestra Casa in Washington’s lower 

Yakima Valley 

 
You are invited to join the Sisters each week to walk a mile in the shoes of Women on 
a Mission!  Follow the link for more information: www.snjmuson.org/podcast 

Women on a Mission 
 

Unless you’re a nun, you may have an outdated picture of what it’s like to be one in this day and age. 

http://www.snjmuson.org/podcast


 



La Fête 2022 - Online and In-Person 

On Saturday evening, March 19, we were able to hold our first      

in-person Auction Dinner-Dance in two years. Almansor Court was the 

perfect location as we took advantage of both the charming gazebo 

area to display the wide variety of auction items and the Lakeview 

Room for dinner, program, and dancing. The auction, which was     

available online as well as in-person, was fun and very successful, with 

eager bidders watching their phones right up to the closing moments. 

We have found one of the advantages of this type of auction is the 

number of participants has doubled! Many of the winning bidders 

joined us from out of state. 

We are grateful for all the support from our sponsors, underwriters, 

alumnae, parents, and friends who helped make this year’s La Fête one 
to remember! 





Alumnae Weekend 2022 
We decided in January that for health and safety reasons, we would 

hold both Alumnae Weekend events outside. The well-attended 

events were proof of how much our alumnae wanted to get together! 

For Happy Hour, the pavilion/fountain area was transformed with 

twinkling lights on the trees, creating a welcoming place for old 

friends to catch up on the latest news. Graduates from 1962 through 

2016 enjoyed food, drink, and spending time with one another. For 

Homecoming, our “special events tent” was adorned with paper     

lanterns, class banners served as a backdrop, and lovely centerpieces 

brightened the tables. The attendees included alumnae from 1950 

through 2016. Everyone had lots of fun and enjoyed seeing each   

other. Congratulations to the Class of 1972, who celebrated their 50th, 

and to all of our Honor classes! 





Class reunions are as diverse as the classes themselves!  Many classes 
celebrate at a private home or local restaurant the weekend of Ramona's 
annual Alumnae Weekend celebration which is held the first weekend in 
March. Whatever your class chooses to do, it's a great way to reconnect 
with old friends! 
 
If you need to stick to a budget or just want to take a walk down 
memory lane, consider having your reunion here at Ramona. The Holy 
Family Room, Junior Living Room, Pavilion/Fountain area or tent can         
accommodate different size groups. You will not have the time         
constraints or expense that renting a banquet room does. Some       
classes have celebrated by having a family picnic in Rose Heath. 
 
In today’s busy world, it’s difficult to find the time to organize a          
reunion. We recommend using the Homecoming Luncheon as your   
reunion celebration day. Individual classes are seated together so you 
can just sit back and enjoy each other’s company! Organizing your    
reunion is the responsibility of the class itself. The Alumnae Office     
provides information, answers questions, makes catering recommenda-
tions, and happily connects you with other alumnae who have recently     
organized their own reunions. 
 

This is how we can help your reunion be a successful one: 

  Provide the class list for your invitation outreach. 

  Advertise the date in Ramona Magazine, the alumnae         

  e-newsletter, and on our website. 

  If you are having your reunion here on campus, we will do  

       the room set-up and arrange for access to the campus. 

 
For more information, please contact:  
  

Kelsey Davidson ‘02, Alumnae & Special Events Manager 
(626) 282-4151 ext. 130 or kdavidson@ramonaconvent.org 

CLASS OF 1977 
Saturday, October 8, 2022 

Contact : 
Gina Christian 

ginaann2838@gmail.com 
 

CLASS OF 2002 
Contact: 

Lizette Martinez 
chef.lizette@gmail.com 



The Class of 1972 Celebrates 50 Years 
 
Who would believe that the Class of ’72 would be celebrating 50 years!  But that         
is what we did and we spent the weekend of March 4 & 5 reliving our four years at    
Ramona We had wine and cheese on Friday night in the Pavilion at Ramona then lunch 
outside on Saturday at our beloved tennis courts as we were honored as the “Golden 
Girls”! We ended the weekend with a great get together at El Portal in Pasadena with 
pictures, yearbooks and lots of visiting. What a remarkable group of women we went to 
school with! Mary Tobin and I were the chairpersons but had help from Mary Burson 
O’Meara, Suzanne Britt and Sheila Faherty Hugo. I think we all agreed that Ramona left  
a lasting impression on us and we all felt a special bond. Even those who could not     
join us had sent regrets that they could not be here. The pandemic almost made it     
impossible but I am so glad that we were able to see each other in person. For those 
who could not attend, we missed each and everyone of you!  
  

      ~Ellen Weisenberg Blackstock ‘72 



Teresa Gonzales-Velez ‘82 retired from the Los   
Angeles Police Department at the rank of Detective 
after 32 1/2 years of public service to the residents 
and merchants of the City of Los Angeles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patricia Soltero Sanchez ‘83  graduated from Cal 
Baptist University as a Doctor of Nursing Practice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cristina Gabaldon Gudiel ‘93 graduated with an 
MBA in Business Administration from University of 
Phoenix. 
 

 
Danielle Ares Duran ‘07 is working for the Los Ange-
les Chargers as the Director, Member Services. She 
oversees their entire service and retention efforts with 
season ticket member 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erika Ngo ‘14 is the Legislative Director for           
Assemblymember Ash Kaira. 
 

Cecilia Nunez ‘16 is the Pre-Employment and     
Transition Services Facilitator at Boston Center for  
Independent Living. She will be starting a dual      
Masters Degree in the fall. She has been accepted at: 
 

UCLA - Masters in Social Work/Public Policy 
 

USC - Masters in Social Work/Public Administration  
 

Stanford - Masters in Education Policy/Public Policy 
 

UCBerkely - Masters in Social Work/Masters in Public 
    Policy 

 

UChicago - Masters in Social Work/Public Policy 
 

Cecilia was offered scholarships and fellowships at all 
of these schools. 



 

Send your graduation, retirement, 
wedding announcement, baby   
announcement or other great    

accomplishments with photos to: 
 

Julie Huntley ‘72 
Director of Institutional             

Advancement 
 

jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org 
(626) 282-4151 ext. 135 

Ralph and Noreen Arroyo celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on December 4th, 2021. They have four daughters that graduated from 
Ramona. Mary Eileen Arroyo '91, Jennifer Arroyo Cozadd '94, Anne  
Arroyo Tollinger '96, Kathleen Arroyo Tfaily '00   

Members of the Class of 1967 enjoyed brunch at the home of   
Susan Schiffhauer De Pietro to celebrate their 55th reunion. 
 

Left to right: Susan De La Torre Klarner, Susan Bergeron, Alice   
Miller Ryan, Maryann Willenborg Gruber, Rosa Cumare, Susan 
Schiffhauer De Pietro, and Deanna D’troia Arthur.   

Brittany Pena ‘14 lost her class ring at 
LAX on her way to college on the East 
Coast in 2015. An anonymous “Good 
Samaritan” returned it to Ramona in 
March. We were able to determine the 
owner and contacted Brittany. She was 
at Ramona first thing the very next 
morning to pick it up! 



Frequently Asked Questions 

 about Charitable Giving 

 
Ramona Convent Secondary School is a registered   
501(c)3 non-profit, which means that charitable gifts  
to us are tax-deductible. We realize that sometimes in 
our communications we may use language that is not 
familiar to those working outside the Advancement 
field. With that in mind we’d like to share the answers 
to some frequently asked questions. 
 

 
What is a “restricted” gift? 
 

      Restricted gifts mean that the donor specifically designates their gift to a particular 
project, purpose, capital need, or fund. Examples of some of our restricted funds    
include: The Ramona Alumnae Scholarship Fund, The Sister Margaret Spiller ’61   
Scholarship Fund, The Carole Platz Scholarship Fund, The Vickie Pauls Boore ’61     
Scholarship Fund. Gifts to these funds are used for the specific purpose of providing 
scholarship dollars to eligible students. 

 
What is an “unrestricted” gift? 
 

      An unrestricted gift to Ramona goes to The Ramona Fund. Unrestricted gifts mean  
that the donor does not designate how, where, when, and why we as an organization 
can use the funding, but gives us the ability to apply it to any costs in our budget and 
we are able to use the funds in whatever way we best see fit. This can mean           
technology upgrades, enhancing student life and co-curricular programs, professional 
development, campus maintenance, or other projects. 

 
What is Planned Giving? 
 

      Planned Giving is also referred to as gift planning or legacy giving. In a nutshell, it is a 
donor’s intention to contribute a major gift to an organization, beyond their lifetime. 
So, unlike an annual gift (an outright gift made for current use), a planned gift is for 
the future. Essentially, donors make arrangements for planned gifts in the present but 
they are actually distributed at a later date. We have partnered with Stelter, a company 
that specializes in planned giving marketing, to help our donors better understand 
some of the intricacies. 

 
What is a Donor Advised Fund? 
 

      A Donor Advised Fund, or DAF, is a giving account established at a public charity.        
It allows donors to make a charitable contribution and receive an immediate tax     
deduction. Donors can contribute to the fund as frequently as they like, and then    
recommend grants to their favorite charitable organizations whenever it makes sense 
for them. 

 
What is a “major” gift? 
 

       While it varies from place to place, at Ramona a gift of $5,000 or above or gifts that  
       total $25,000 over a 5-year period are considered major gifts. 
 
 

We hope that this brief FAQ answers some questions that may be have been on your mind. If you’re  
curious to learn more about charitable giving in general we encourage you to speak with your tax      
advisor, estate attorney, or financial advisor. For questions specific to giving at Ramona Convent, please 
speak with our Director of Institutional Advancement, Julie Huntley ’72, jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org   
or (626) 282-4151 ext. 135. 

 

https://www.nptrust.org/what-is-a-donor-advised-fund/daf-tax-consideration/
https://www.nptrust.org/what-is-a-donor-advised-fund/daf-tax-consideration/
mailto:jhuntley@ramonaconvent.org


 
Ruth Mather Minton ‘43, sister of Grace Mather ‘41 (RIP) and Dorothy Mather Beall ‘46 (RIP) 
Marie Therese Engh ‘44, sister of Mary Lou Airey De La Hoz ‘49, Sister Margaret Airey, SNJM ‘57 
and Adrienne Airey Larsen ‘59 
Bebette Gualano Coleman ‘48, sister of Jeannette Gualano D’Andria ‘50; aunt of Theresa   
D’Andria ‘78 and Maria D’Andria Van Hoon ‘79 
Sister Mary Paschal Hocum, OSF ‘48 
Mary Horner Crowell ‘51 
Eileen Ryan Boller ‘52 
Mary Ellen Killeen Lund ‘52 
Kathleen Connaughton Helt ‘54 
Elena Estudillo Carlson ‘57 
Linette De Leon Mc Cormick ‘59 
Mary Anne McClister Cogbill ‘61 
Patricia Welch Siddon ‘62 
Kathy Francis Friebertshauser ‘67 
Pamela Waldeck Fox ‘72, daughter of Esther Andary Waldeck ‘43; step-sister of Patricia       
Waldeck ‘62, Nancy Waldeck ‘65 and Michelle Waldeck McGowan ‘68 
Claire Ricci ‘77, sister of Ellen Ricci Calcagno ‘76, Elaine Ricci Garrison ‘79 and Anne Ricci ‘83 
Sandra Zepeda 89 
 

 

 
Crystal Allsopp, daughter of Debra Cavazos Allsopp ‘76 
Earl Ballard, husband of Claire Bebee Ballard ‘50; father of Lisa Ballard-Rozok ‘78 and Deanna 
Ballard ‘79 
Mary Cassidy, mother of Kathleen Cassidy McGinley ‘72. Margaret Cassidy Cote ‘73, and Mary 
Cassidy Keith ‘75; niece of Sister Peter Bernard Goethals, SNJM and Sister Amelia Marie Goethals, 
SNJM 
Frank Maestas, father of Maria Maestas Gee ‘84, and Diane Maestas (pp);  
Steve McKernan, brother of Kathleen McKernan Fitzgerald ‘79, Cindy McKernan Gomez ‘82, 
and Tom McKernan (Board of Trustees emeritus); uncle of Jacqueline Gomez ‘15; nephew of   
Sister Rita Josephine McKernan, SNJM ‘52 
Mark Mead, husband of Dora Sanchez Mead ‘71 
Sister Joan Frances Ortega, SNJM (Hermana Juana)(former faculty)  
Joan Pillon, mother of Kathleen Pillon (former faculty)  
Ruben Provencio, father of Marla Provencio ‘74; uncle of April Provencio ‘99 
Ronnie Quinones, brother of Rose Quinones ‘75 
Jose Luis Reynoso, Jr., son of Maria Reynoso ‘57; nephew of Herlinda Gercia ‘58 
Connie Serrato, mother of Suzie Serrato Cuellar ‘79 
Rudy Soltero, husband of Karen Brown Soltero ‘60; father of Patricia Soltero Sanchez ‘83 and 
Debbie Soltero Mac Neil (pp); grandfather of Grace Soltero (pp) 
Peter Tunney, brother of Joanne Tunney Hawkins ‘49 and Loretta Tunney Holstein ‘58; uncle 
of Katherine Hawkins Berger ‘73 
Maria Valdivia, mother of Lucy Cruz ‘82 and Regina Valdivia Claus ‘98 
Victoria Vargas, mother of Loretta Vargas Wolfinbarger ‘86 and Linda Vargas Springer ‘90 
John Parker Williams, father of Molly Williams Coin ‘73, Jeannie Williams Cerchio ‘74 and Lisa 
Williams Wise ‘79 
 

Alumnae, family, and friends are included in 
 our daily prayers and our Book of Intentions in the Chapel. 
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The Young Alumnae Reunion that was       

cancelled in January is now rescheduled for 

Wednesday, June 1st at noon. Be on the    

lookout for more information! 


